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PREFACE 


'TT^E  moft  exa^  truth  pervades  flie  rela- 
•A.     tion  contained  in  the  followiiig  iht^cts. 
JJ   TKc  reader  will  here  find  none  of  thofe  fie- 
^    tJons,  which  are  amufing  no  doubt,  but  by 
which  the  mind  is  rather  injured  than  bene- 
fited. The  author  was  not  fufficiently  verfedl 
in  the  arts  and  fclences,  nor  had  he  fulficietsC' 
time  to  devote  to  curiofity  or  pleafure,  to 
avail  himlelf  of  all  thofc  circumftances^  irt 
which  it  might  have  been  in  his  powir  tt> 
enrich  us  with  new  difcoveries.    Geography 
alone  has  gained  fomething^  by  the  certain 
accounts  this  traveller  gives  us  q(  the  courfif 
of  the  Niger,  and  o(  the  northerix  Coaffi  of 

a  Africa^ 


11  PREFACE. 

Africa,  a  country  before  almoft  utterly  un- 
known. 

Notwithftanding  the  unheard-of  fufferings 
undergone  by  this  worthy  man,  in  his  differ- 
ent travels,  he  is  ftill  eagerly  defirpias  of  re- 
turning to  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  there 
to  make  difcoveries  which  he  thinks  would  be 
highly  ufeful  to  commerce  and  natural  hif- 
tory.  Sincd  his  return  he  has  employed 
every  moment  in  the  acquirement  of  acknow- 
ledge of  geography,  botany,  aftrpnomy,  &oc.' 
in  the  hope  of'  once  more  travelling  through, 
countries  where  he  experienced  fo  many  mif- 
fortunes  ;  but  whither,  neverthelefs,  he  ar- 
dently wiflies  to  return :  as  his  circumftances 
^  will  not  permit  him  to  undertake  it  at  his 
own  expence ;  he  takes  the  liberty  of  addref- 
fing  the  following  refleflions  to  government. 

A  tafte  for  difcoveries  in  every  way  is  the 
charaflteriftic  of  an  enlightened  age.  One  of 
the  kinds  of  knowledge  of  the  moll  ufeful 
acquirement  is  inconteftably  that  of  the  globe 

we 
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we  inhabit ;  it  is  perhaps  the  only  one  that 
we  can  ever  hope  of  carrying  to  perfection  ; 
for  it  confifts  only  of  pofitive  things,  and  riot- 
withftandlng  the  multitude  of  thofe  things 
their  number  is  limited. 
'  There  are  parts  of  Europe  lef$  known  to 
our  men  of  fcience  than  fcveral  parts  of  Afia 
and  America.  As  to  Africa,  which  is  at  fb 
fmall  a  diftance  from  us,  we  hear  it  fpoken 
of  from  our  infancy,  and  yet  we  are  hardly 
acquainted  with  its  coafts. 

The  difficulty  of  penetrating  into  fome  of 
the  inland  parts  has  not  reprelfed  the  efforts, 
nor  damped  the  zeal  of  feveral  travellers. 
Meflrs.  Sparman^  Gordon  ^  Paterfon^  JLc  Fail-- 
lant^  Maffon^  Bruce^  and  a  £qw  others,  have 
already  afforded,  and  will  yet  afford,  to  Eu- 
rope, aftonifhed  at  their  courage,  new  infor- 
mation concerning  people,  till  tlieit  .time 
fufpefted .  of  cruelty,  though  .  perh^ips;.  the 
gentleft  in  the  univcrfe.  Biit  th.^ir  kriow ledge 
dkl  not  extend  beyond  the  Caffrcs,-  the  Hot- 

a  2     1  .   tentbts, 
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tMitots^  andtbe  AbyiUnians,  who^e  territories 
arc  but  a  very  inconfiderable  portion  <tf  tlae 
immenfe  countries  of  Africa. 

All  the  interior  part,  which  is  filled  in  oyr 
maps  with  the  vague  word  defert,  or  by  the 
HacAcs  of  pretended  nations,  that  probably  nc^ 
ver  exifted,  deferves,  perhaps,  as  much  as 
thcTeft,  the  honour  of  being  viiited  by  Euro- 
ropean  travellers* 

The  French  government  might,  at  pre*^ 
fent,  at  very  little  expence,  fet  on  foot  (baare 
of  the  mosft  important  researches  that  have 
tf^tt  yet  been  undertaken  on  hud. 

The  folbwing  are  £he  obftacles  to  be  over« 
come,  to  iniure  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprise* 

!•  The  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate. 

2.  The  pretended  ferocious  difpofition  ef 
die  inhabitants, 
'  3.  The  ignorance  of  the  Arabic  tongue. 

4.  The  dreadful  fatigues  of  fuch  a  joum^^ 

5.  The  difficulty  of  convening  the  di&reat 
mftruments,  abfolutely  n^ceilary  to  make 
ufefut  obfervations.  -  ^ 

6.  The 


-  6;  :Tiie  milling  in  one  <nr  two  perfoas-  th« 
variety  of  knowledge,  witisroittt  which  the  «)C« 
^edition  would  be  almoft  iifelefs. 

7*  The  mdifpenfahle  diargea« 

If  ^e  author  of  the  travels  here,  qffi^red  t9 
the  public,  were  choien  to.  put  the  fhskkt 
{xropafes  ia  execution,  the  four  fir^  9'^^€l9i 
would  he  removed  in  regard  tD  him ;  £br»  t 
it  is  proved  that  he  can  bear  the  cJMMt^ 
havug  been  a  ilave  in  the  ddcrt,  and  ^fe^ped 
ks  baneful  effe£ls«  a.  He  is  accuftomed  l» 
the  maaoBtn  and  cufkuns  of  the  pepplCf  whf 
fb  &r  from  being  &rocioiia>  are  the  b^  peo«* 
fie  in  the  univerfe,  when  one  knows  how  to 
confocm  to  their  way  of  h&,  Bdodes,  havii:^ 
been  the  £inperor  of  Morocco's  flaye,  hiis 
peribn  js  faored  in  the  eyes  nf  the  aumemos 
nations, who,  far  as  well  as  near,  adcnowledge 
that  fbveveign  as  their  lord  paremount*  He  is 
perfonally  acquainted  with  the  reigning  Eoipcr 
ror,  and  die  SiriJtf  or  Gre^  Samt^  whofe  /pi« 
tfitual  power  extends  indifdrimiflately  to  all 
the  Mahometans  of  the  deafert,  and  to  whom 

they 
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they  pay.unbcmnded  refpefl:  and  de&reoce. 
Letters  of  recommendation  from  thefe  two 
great  perfonagcs,  which  he  is  fure  of  ohr 
taining,  would  infure  the  fafety  of  his  perfon 
from  .Mogador  to  Egyptl  g.  During  his 
flavery,  and  ftay  in  Africa,  M.  Saugaier  learned 
Arabic  enough  to  fpeak  it  fluently.  4.  He 
has  croffed  on  foot  all  that,  part  of  the  defcrt, 
.confined  between  the  Nif»er  and  Cape  Nun.; 
And  fince  that  time  has  never  been  on  horfe- 
back  or  in  a  carriage,  as  much  from  tafte.as 
through  economy.  He  cannot  therdForc  dread 
fatigue,  of  whatever  kind  it  be.  ^ 

It  would  not  be  extremely  difficult  to  i3Cj- 
move  the  fifth  obftacle,  in  a  country  where 
there  are  as  many  camels  as  inhabitants.Thus 
the  fmall  number  of  inftrumentsindifpenfably 
neceffary  to  take  altitudes,  and  draw  plans, 
might  be  eafily  conveyed  on  the  backs  of  thefe 
animals.  : 

If  a  very  fcrupulous  regard  be  not  had  to 
the  fixth  article,  M.  Saugnier^flatteirs  himfclf 
:he  ihould  he  able  to  juftify  the  confidejsice 

that 


that  might  be  repofed  in  himJOriginally  iatead-. 
cd  for  the  church,  he  received  a  tolerably  gopid 
cducatioii;  and  haying .fincehis  return. affidtu- 
oufly  ftuxliedwixatever might  be  ufeful  to  him 
ia  fuch  a  journey,  he  would  be  capable  of 
making  good  obfervations  ia  almoil  all  the  ef  • 
fcntial  matters  that  rcgafd.a:travcllen .-.  ..  . 
.  No  "apprehcniion  need  be  entertained  as  to 
the  lail  article;  for. the  expence  is  next  (o 
nothing  in  a  country  where  one  goes  almoft 
n^ed,  and  where,  thera  arc  no  other  naeans 
of  travelling  but*  with  the  caravans,,  ^mong 
people  who  have  not. even  an  i4ea  of  Ivixury, 
and  who.  confine  the  nicceflaries  of  life  with- 
in very  narrow  bounds.  Thirty  thoufand 
livres  at  moft,  would  fuffice  for  an  e:5^poditiou 
of  about  four  years,  which  M.  Saugnier 
would  undertake  with  a  friend,  who,  having 
been  his  companion  in  flavery,  is  as  much  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fatigue  as  himfelf.  The  only 
rccompence  he  would  aik,  would  be  a  pcnfioa 
of  a  thoufand  crowns,  fliould  he  be  fortunate 

cngugh 


€ncm^  to  rdnm  ftorti  (b  dangerous  ia  pitet't 
prize. 

The  plan  propofeiFfe,  to  go  to  Morocco,  tlicre? 
to  ()rt)ture  the  nccelRry  recommendations, 
and  then  to  proceed  to  Senegal,  and  from 
thence  to  Tombut,  up  the  ftreafn  of  the  Ni- 
ger;  from  that  city  MrSangnidr  could  under* 
take  one  or  other  of  two  journies  which  have 
ne\rer  been  attempted  by  any  European,  and 
which  would  aflPbrd  information  abfblutely 
novel,  concerning  natfons  whofe  very  cxift^ 
ence  is  Unknown  to  us.  The  firft  would  bd 
to  repair  from  Tombut  to  Abyffinia,  either  hy 
travelling  through  Bilidulgerid,  or  by  vifiting 
and  afcertaining  the  fource  of  the  Niger,  as 
Mr.  Bruce  did  that  of  the  Nile  ;  the  Iccond 
would  be  to  go  from  Tombut  to  Molambique, 
after  having  paffed  through  the  very  heart  of 
Africa.  Perhaps  it  would  be  poflible  to  efta* 
blifli  a  regular  trade  from  that  coaflr  to  Sene- 
gal, and  to  make  immenfe  gain  in  thofe  vaft 
countries  where  gold  is  the  moft  abundant 

produdlion  of  the  earth. 

VOYAGES 


l!r 


VOYAGES 


TO 


THE   COAST   OF   AFRICA. 


TO  SENEGAL* 

>T^HE  defire  of  recoUefting  my  pafl:  mis- 
JL  fortunes,  and  the  various  fituations  into 
which  the  circumftances  of  my  life  have  led 
me,  joined  to  the  folicit;ations  of  feveral  of 
my  friends,  who,  having  interefted  them- 
felves  in  my  diftrefs,  were  defirous  of  being 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  people  I  lived  among,  have  made 
me  take  the  refolution  of  drawing  up  memoirs 
of  the  events  of  my  life.  It  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  judge  of  the  impoflibility  I  labour  un« 
der  of  fully  anfwcring  the  expe£bitions  of 
thofe  who  fhall  read  this  work,  if  they  will 
but  deign  to  confider  that  feveral  years  at 
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leaft  of  ftay  and  fludy  are  neceflary  to  know 
all  the  cuftoms  of  a  people,  A  flave  in  one 
country,  and  a  traveller  concerned  in  trade 
in  another,  I  remained  there  but  a  fhort  time, 
in  the  utter  want  of  every  thing  neceflary  to 
make  jufl  obfervations.  I  only  fpeak  then  of 
what  I  have  feen  and  done,  without  affirm- 
ing that  the  fame  cuftoms  prevail  all  over  the 
country.  If  I  have  not  the  fatisfadtion  of  an- 
fwering  the  expeftations  of  thofe  who  (hall 
read  thefe  memoirs,  I  (halt  have  at  leaft  the, 
certitude  of  advancing  nothing  but  what  is 
true,  in  fpite  of  the  teftimony  of  feveral  cele- 
brated writers,  who  have  inculcated  falfe  no- 
tions in  their  accounts  of  Senegal  and  the 
neighbouring  places;  no  doubt  becaufe  they 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  travelling  througli 
the  country  themfelvcs*  • 

By  the  time  I  had  completed  my  ftudies,  I 
had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one.  .  Having 
no  turn  for  the  ecclefiaftical  profeffion,  I  was 
exceedingly  puzzled  to  know  what  line  of 
life  I  fiiould  purfue.  This  was  at  the  time 
my  parents  were  endeavouring  to  fettle  one 
of  ray  brothers,  who  bought  a  grocer's  ftock 
in  trade  at  a  very  eaiy  rate.  I  ftaid  with  him 
on  condition  of  paying  my  board,   worked 

hard^ 
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hard,  and  after  a  year's  apprcnticeihip,  found 
rhyfelf  capable  of  earning  wages  in  other 
fliops  at  Paris*  I  pafled  feven  years  with  dif-^ 
ferent  grocers* 

Without  fortune  to  fettle  in  the  world,  the 
circumflanCes  of  my  parents  having  fufFered 
from  their  eafinefs  in  regard  to  my  brother^ 
who  had  not  fucceeded  in  trade,  and  reduced 
to  the  ncccflity  either  of  embracing  the  eccle-^ 
fiaftical  profeffion,  or  of  remaining  a  long 
time  ihdpmah,  I  came  to  the  rcfolution  of 
trying  toy  fortune  in  the  colonies,  as  foon  ai 
&  favourable  opportunity  fhould  prefent  itfelf. 
It  offered  foon,  and  I  foon  found  two  bro* 
thers  of  my  own  country,  who  had  projected 
fettling  at  Senegal* 

The  manner  in  which  they  announced  their 
defign  to  me,  the  fair  idea  they  had  formed 
of  the.  moft  deteftable  country  in  the  univerfe,. 
which  they  only  knew  from  the  falfe  repre- 
fentations  of  MefTrs.  Adanfon  and  Dumanet^ 
the  little  hope  I  entertained  of  fettling  in  the 
World  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  condition  of 
my  family,  the  love  of  ijovelty,  the  flatter- 
ing hope  of  making  a  rapid  and  brilliant  for- 
tune^ my  want  of  experience,   my  diflike  tp 
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my  bufiaefs,  every  thing  ia  (hort  concurred 
to  make  me  join  them  in  their  fchemcs. 

I  was  in  want  of  money  for  the  voyage* 
Had  I  made  known  my  intention  to  my  pa- 
rents it  would  have  been  the  fureft  means 
of  obtaining  nothing  ;  I  was  therefore  obliged 
to  diflfemble,  and  entered  into  treaty  for  a 
grocer's  ftock  in  trade.  My  family  thought 
the  matter  certain,  and  advanced  the  firft 
fums  neceflary  for  my  pretended  enterprife. 
This  was  the  only  money  I  could  obtain.. 
More  had  indeed  been  promifed  me,  but  one 
of  my  brothers,  a  prieft  of  the  community  of 
St.  Medard,  and  my  fccref  enemy,  becaufe  I 
Sid  not  (hew  him  that  refpeft,  which,  ipi  his 
quality  of  prieft,  he  faid,  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
afl:,  difcovered  a  part  of  my  deiigns.  He 
gave  information  to  my  parents,  and,  while 
thinking  to  hurt  me,  really  did  me  a  fervice, 
for  I  was  refufed  what  had  at  firft  been  pro- 
mifed me  to  complete  my  eftablifliment. 

Notwithftanding  a  difappointment  fo  preju- 
dicial to  my  hopes,  my  two  countrymen 
carneftly  excited  me  to  purfue  my  projeft. 
They  were  deftitute  of  fortune,  and  were 
without  money  for  the  firft  expenfes  of  the 
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voyage ;  they  knew  that  I  underftood  the 
commerce  of  drugs  and  grocery,  as  well  at 
difldllation,  and  hope4  that  my  knowledge 
would  fill  up  the  void  left  in  our  defigns  by 
the  fmallnefs  of  my  ftock  of  money.  Tlie 
name  of  thefe  young  men  was  Floquet ;  they 
were  fons  of  a  tanner,  of  Wailly  in  Picardy, 
and  died  both  of  them  in  Senegal. 

The  Marquis  de  Beccaria,  of  a  Swifs  fa- 
mily, fecond  captain  of  the  African  battalion^ 
was  waiting  at  Nantz,  to  embark  on  boani 
the  Catherine,  a  (hip  belonging  to  M.  Aubry 
de  la  Foffe,  the  head  of  a  commercial  houife 
in  Senegal.  This  officer  made  a  verbal  agree- 
ment for  our  paffage  with  M.  Aubry,  at  the 
rate  of  three  hundred  livres  each  ;  and  as 
foon  as  the  fhip  was  ready  to  fail  we  fet  off 
for  Nantz.  We  were  hardly  arrived,  whea 
the  elder  of  my  travelling  companions  repaired 
to  the  houfe  of  M.  Aubry,  who  eafily  per- 
ceived that  it  was  our  intention  to  fettle  at 
Senegal ;  he  was  -  coafequently  afraid  of  a 
competition  in  the  colony,  prejudicial  to  the 
interefts  of  his  houfe,  a  reafon  which  iiiduccd 
him  to  afk  a  thoufand  livres  for  the  paifage 
oS  each  of  us,  without  permitting  us  to  take 
any  thing  on  board  but  our  trunks. 
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Conditions  fo  hard,  and  fo  little  expeftcd, 
made  us  adopt  another  mode  of  proceeding. 
We  ftaid  about  a  fortnight  at  Nantz  without 
well  knowing  on  what  to  determine ;  but 
having  at  length  learned  that  fhips  were  fre-? 
quently  fitted  out  at  Bourdeaux  for  Senegal^ 
we  repaired  thither  in  hopes  of  being  more 
favourably  treated.  We  travelled  on  foot, 
ferving  as  an  efcort  to  the  carriages  loaded 
with  our  merchandife  and  baggage.  At  Ro- 
chelle  we  fhipped  them  pn  board  a  Bourdeau)? 
hoy,  and  continued  our  journey  by  land^ 
We  were  fo  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  that  we  did  not  even  take 
the  precaution  of  having  our  efFefts  infured, 
and  pafled  three  weeks  at  Bourdeaux  in  the 
greateft  uneafinefs.  At  length  the  whole 
arrived,  to  our  great  fatisfa<ftion,  for  we  had 
not  a  change  of  cloaths,  and  had  nearly 
reached  the  bottom  of  our  purfe. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  the  exchange  to 
introduce  ourfelves  to  the  merchants,  and 
there  we  learned  the  arrival  of  the  Count  de 
Repentigny,  brigadier  of  the  King's  armies, 
formerly  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Guada- 
loupe,  and  fince  appointed  governor  of  the 
French  poffeffions  in   Africa.     We  went  to 

fee 
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fee  him.  That  worthy  officer  approved  our 
intentions,  promifed  us  his  fupport,  and  fa* 
cilitated  the  paffage  of  my  two  friends  on 
board  the  King's  veffel  the  Bayonnoife,  fitted 
out  to  convey  him  to  his  government,  and 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Jaille.  To 
afle  a  place  for  a  third  paflenger  would  havt 
been  an  impofition  on  the  complaifance  of  the 
latter  gentleman.  I  therefore  waited  on  M. 
Lanafpeze,  who  was  fitting  out  at  the  fam« 
moment  to  carry  provifions  and  warlike  ftores 
to  Senegal.  He  had  already  three  pafiengers 
on  the  King's  account,  and  could  not  receive 
me  on  board  for  want  of  room.  I  was  on  the 
point  of  returning  to  Paris,  and  of  abandoning 
my  enterprize,  when  the  Chevalier  de  Fret 
hel,  a  gentleman  of  Picardy,  received  orders 
to  remain  in  France.  His  vacant  place  on 
board  the  Deux  Amies  procured  me  the  la^ 
mentable  advantage  of  embarking  with  a  part 
of  my  venture. 

I  went  on  board  the  1 9th  of  December, 
T783.  The  ihip  was  of  about  three  hundred 
tons  burthen,  was  Dutch  built,  and  com-* 
manded  by  Captain  Carfin. 

We  were  detained  ten  days  in  the  river  by 
contrary  winds ;   the  eleventh  we  failed  in 

B  4  company 
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cx^mpany  with  the  Bayonnoife,  but  lofl  fight 
of  ber  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening.  On  our 
ajpqproach  to  Cape  Finifterre  we  met  with  ter-r 
rible  gales  of  wind,  which  oWiged  us  to  lay 
too  for  five  fueceffive  days.  There  was  a  talk 
on  •l)oard  of  putting  into  fome  neighbouring 
port,  but  the  wind  having  abated  we  again 
made  fail. 

The  night  of  the  7th  of  January,  1 784, 
th^  captain,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  and  fee- 
ing that  we  fleered  our  courfe,  and  that  the 
weather  wa§  to  be  depended  upon,  left. the 
care  of  hi?  watch  to  his  lieutenant,,  a  youn^ 
man  whp  pwed  his  appointment  to  his  in- 
tereft)  and  of  the  extent  of  >yhoie  abilities 
he  wa$  ignorant. 

The  giddy  youth,  who  had  a$  yet  only 
ferved  two  years .  on  board  the  King's  Ihip, 
dazzled  with  the  idea  Qf  commanding  a 
watch,  Jet  the  hclmfman  fleer  as  he  pleafed. 
The  captain,  awakened  by  a  ihook  the  (hip 
^received,  ran  upon  deck,  faw  where  the  mif* 
chAOf  arofe,  and  remedied  it  with  admirable 
prefence  of  mind.  The  weather  was  ftill  fine, 
every  thing  was  repaired  as  well  as  circum- 
ft^npeis  would  admit,  and  we  continued  our 
courfe  without  any  appearance  of  danger. 

The 
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The  captain  was  every  day  at  great  painj  to 
jbftrua  his  lieutenant ;  and  notwithftanding 
he  knew  his  inexperience,  yet  either  wifhing 
♦o  improve  hipa  at  all  hazaids,  or  thinking 
we  had  no  longer  any  danger  to  run,  or  zQhit 
a^d  by  fome  other  motive,  it  was  njever  pof- 
iible  to  divine,  he  ftijl  left  hini  in  the  care  of 
his  watch. 

On  the  night  of  th^  14th,  the  mate,  who 
was  the  owner's  fon,  Jfaking  the  lieutenant^s 
ipvatcb,  perceived  the  land,  we  were  then  at 
moft  at  three  leagues  diftance,  and  running 
for  it  lyitb  the  wind  abSft.  One  hour  l^ter, 
^nd  npt  a  foul  would  have  been  faved.  The 
Jofty  mountains  which  prefcnted  themfelvcs 
to  our  view,  were  taken  by  all  the  crew  for 
Mogadorc,  where  there  are  none  at  all :  fatal 
experience  however  made  us  but  too  certain 
that  they  wp-c  thofe  of  If'^e/  de  Non. 

This  ixew  fault  of  the  lieutenant,  who  took 
no  notice  of  his  feeing  the  land,  did  riot  open 
the  captain's  eyes  as  to  the  danger  to  which 
he  expofed  us  ?ill,  by  intruding  him  with  the 
care  of  the  watch.  The  crew  began  to  mur- 
mur, and  feveral  failors,  no  ftrangers  to  thofe 
feas,  faid  plainly  that  we  were  running  to  our 
ruin,   as  indeed  it  happened  on  the  1 7th  of 

January, 
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January,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  jaft 
after  the  lieutenant's  watch  had  been  relieved, 
without  any  one's  having  feen  the  land. 

Every  experienced  captain  knows  that  the 
currents  always  fet  towards  the  Coaft  oF 
Africa,  that  there  are  long  banks  of  fand 
which  run  a  great  way  out  to  fea,  that  in  the 
morning  and  evening  it  is  difficult  to  diftin- 
guifti  them  from  the  water ;  that  in  (hort,  in 
many  places,  it  is  iropoffible  to  fee  the  land 
at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  ;  thefe  reafons 
and  the  built  of  the  Ihip,  owing  to  which  (he 
neceffarily  made  more  lee- way  than  French 
veffels  (hoiild  have,  induced  us  to  keep  fur-^ 
ther  out,  efpecially  as  we  had  made  the  land 
only  two  days  before. 

The  terrible  Ihock  occafioned  by  our  ftrik-  ' 
ing  on  the  fand-bank,  brought  us  all  out  of 
our  cabins.  Nothing  could  be  diftinguiflied^ 
horrible  cries  were  heard  on  every  fide,  and 
the  failors  ran  about  the  deck,  without  know- 
ing whither  they  were  going.  One  laid  hold 
of  a  hen-coop,  and  another  of  the  riggings 
while  the  fea  broke  entirely  over  us ;  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  the  dreadful  roaring 
of  the  waves,  our  officers'  ignorance  of  the 
place  where  they  had  run  the  (hip  aground, 

and 
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jwid  death  before  our  eyes,  every  thing  in 
ihort  robbed  us  of  our  rccoUedion,  and  drove 
us  to  defpair. 

Our  (hip,  however,  being  Dutch  built, 
made  very  little  water,  and  it  would  have  beea 
cafy  to  let  go  an  anchor,  to  lighten,  and  to  fct 
her  afloat,  but  nobody  thought  of  fo  fimplc 
jin  expedient,  which  would  have  faved  us  alL 
We  reCgned  ourfelves  to  the  will  of  the  Su* 
preme  Being,  and  waitejl  for  day,  without 
coming  to  any  refolution. 

About  half  after  five  the  (hip,  beat  by  the 
breakers,  which  followed  one  another  incef» 
fantly,  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  the 
danger  appeared  more  urgent.  The  boat* 
iwain  perceiving  that  (he  continued  upright^ 
and  wi(hing  to  keep  her  in  that  pofition,  cut 
away  the  mafts,  we  then  laboured  to  lighten 
^he  velfej,  that  (he  might  drive  nearer  and 
pearer  to  the  (hore. 

About  feven  o'clock  the  captain  put  a  (lop 
to  alt  work  that  we  might  come.to  fome  kind 
of  refolution  in  fuch  unfortunate  circum* 
fiances.  Nobody  knew  where  we  were. 
Some  aflcrted  that  we  were  a(hore  on  one  <jf 
the  Canary  Iflands,  and  others  on  the  Coaft 
of  Africa.     Being  recovered  however  from 

our 
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our  firft  fright,  our  whole  attention  was 
turned  to  (he  fafeft  means  of  reaching  the  land, 
whatever  it  might  be^ 

We  were  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league 
from  it,  nor  could  we  diftinguifli  any  thing 
on  the  fhore  ;  this  however  did  not  prevent 
M,  Decham,  the  mafter's  mate,  a  native  of 
Bourdcaux,  only  nineteen  years  old,  but  of  a 
bold  and  intrepid  difpofition,  from  leaping 
into  the  fca.  He  tied  the  *  deepfea-line  round 
his  waift,  that  it  might  ferve  him  to  tow  a 
Ibmewhat  thicker  rope  afhore,  that  would 
have  been  a  great  affiftance  to  us,  in  cafe  of 
the  {hip*s  going  to  pieces. 

The  rocks  among  which  this  young  man 
was  obliged  to  fwim,  made,  him  let  go  the 
line;  fo  that  his  courage  was  of  no  ufe  to  us. 
Overcome  with  fatigue  and  cold,  he  fheltered 
himfelf  from  the  wind  in  a  calk  that  the  fea 
had  already  carried  to  the  beach. 

Scarcely  was  he  in  it,  when  v/e  faw  an 
animal  running  along  the  fea-fide,  which  our 
fear  transformed  into  a  tiger ;  it  was  a  dog, 
belonging  to  fome  Moors,  who  foon  after 
made  their  appearance.     The  people  known 

♦  Line  for  founding  in  deep  water. ' 

in 
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in  Europe  by  the  general  name  of  Moors, 
compofe  however    feveral    nations ;     thofe 
j  whom  we  perceived  are  the  defcendants  of 

the  wandering  Arabs,  and  of  the  Portugefc 
fugitives,  who  took  refuge  in  Zaara  when 
the  fherifs  made  themfelves  maftbrs  of  the 
three  kingdoms  of  Barbary ;  they  are  known 
in  Africa  by  the  general  appellation  of  Nar, 
Thofe  who  occupy  the  country  where  we 
were  wrecked,  are  called  Mongcarts :  they 
are  only  governed  by  chiefs  of  hordes,  and 
acknowledge  no  fovereign  but  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  to  whom  however  they  pay  no 
tribute,  and  whofc  very  laws  they  do  not 
obferve ;  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country  to* 
wards  Cape  Blanco,  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
Niger^  aye  known  by  feveral  names,  and  have 
their  own  princes ;  the  moft  confiderable  are 
the  King  of  the  Blacnars*,  and  the  King  of 
the  Trafnarsf. 

Thefe  people  are  miferably  poor,  deftitute 
of  every  thing,  and  live  only  upon  what  they 
can  find  or  fteal.  The  earth  they  inhabit 
not  fupplying  their  wants,  they  eagprly  feize 

*  In  1786  the  name  of  the  reigning  king  was  Halicon. 
t  Qis  name  was  Admet-Modan  . 

every 
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cvciy  thing  that  fecms  likely  to  fatisfy  thcrtl^ 
They  came  running  down  in  crowds  to  the 
&a-iide^  and  bellowing  in  the  moil  dreadful 
manner^ 

On  hearing  their  dries  the  wretched  De* 
chani  left  his  calk,  and  throwing  himfclf  into 
the  fea,  attempted  to  fwim  back  to  the  (hip  i 
but  he  was  foon  ftopped  by  the  Moors,  who 
leaped  in  after  him.  They  dragged  him  to 
the  beach,  ftripped  him  of  his  fliirt,  and  led 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Standing  all  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  Ihip,  we  ftretched  out  oiii* 
arms  towards  them,  and  implored  their  mercy, 
as  if  they  could  have  heard  us.  Our  weak 
voices  did  not  reach  them,  nor  did  they  even 
£bem  to  pay  attention  to  our  geftures.  By 
the.  help  of  our  glailes  we  faw  them  make  ^ 
hole  in  the  (and-,  put  the  wretched  Dechan* 
ITU  it,  and  cover  him  entirely. 

Two  men  guarded  him,  and  the  other's  re-* 
turned  to  the  beach ;  part  of  them  leaping; 
into  the  fea,  and  fwimming  tov^ards  the  vef-* 
fel,  while  the  reft  were  employed  in  picking 
up  the  fragments  of  the  Cdfks  we  had  throwtt 
over-board.  They  then  kindled  them,  rart 
to  fetch  Decham,  carried  him  between  fonr^ 
and  expofed   hixn  to  the  fire.      Sometimes^ 

they 
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they  fufpended  him  by  the  feet,  ibmetimes. 
they  held  him  tranfverrely,  and  handed  him 
from  one  to  another.  New  mountaineers 
coming  down  took  the  place  of  the  firft,  who 
began  to  dance  round  the  fire  with  horrid 
cries.  At  this  moment  we  gave  him  up  for 
loft,  our  frighted  imagination  making  us  re* 
gard  as  the  height  of  inhumanity  in  this 
people,  what  was  no  more  than  the  (igos  of 
their  pity  and  fenfibility. 

Our  failors,  little  accuftomed  to  a  fight  of 
this  nature,  fancied  they  had  killed  and  eatea 
him;  feveral  even  affirmed  that  they  had 
feea  him  torn  to  pieces.  It  was  in  vain  we 
told  them  that  no  cannibals  exifted  on  thofe 
coafts,  nothing  could  make  them  change 
their  idea* 

Neith«-  the  orders  of  the  officers,  nor  of 
the  captain  himfelf,  were  any  longer  liilened 
to.  They  imagined  that  the  favages  would 
be  bold  enough  to  come  on  board,  and  were 
determined,  they  faid,  «to' fight  to  the  lail 
extremity. 

Finding  that  no  reaifons  could  prevail  upon 
the  crew  to  lighten  the  vefTel,  which  the 
waves  drove  towards  the  coafl,  I  went  upon 
deck,  offering  money  to  any  body  that  would 

take 
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take  iu  A  bag  of  twelve  hundred  livres,  that 
1  had  received  from  M.  Follie,  was  emptied 
in  a  moment.  Although  they  were  cer- 
tain that  if  they  faved  their  lives^  this  money- 
would  be  of  no  ufe  to  them,  yet  it  fcrved  tor 
draw  them  out  of  the  kind  of  lethafgy  into 
which  they  were  funk.  A  part  of.them  bu- 
fied  themfelves  again  in  lightning  the  veflel^ 
while  the  others  put  the  arms  in  order.  They 
were  fcarcely  prepared,  when  the  captain  or* 
dered  every  body  to  leave  off  work.  His  dcfign 
was  to  repair  to  the  beach  jn  parties,  well-* 
armed* 

Two  fwivels  loaded  with  langridge  (hot 
were  put  into  the  barge ;  wehoifled  it  out  by 
main  flrength,  and  four  failors  got  into  it, 
fully  refolved  to  make  a  defperate  defence. We 
were  perfuaded  that  thefe  people  feeing  them 
armed,  would  not  dare  to  attack  them; 
we  thought  befides  that  our  fwivels  were  more 
than  fufficient  to  keep  them  off;  luckily  how- 
ever our  proje£l  proved  ineffeftual.  Our 
meafures  had  been  ill  taken,  the  barge  over- 
fet,  and  our  people  were  fortunate  enough  to 
get  on  board  again,  by  the  help  of  ropes  we 
inftantly  threw  out. 

This  event  did  not  make  us  abandon  our 

idea; 
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idea;  thq  long  bpat  remained,   and  we  re* 
folvcd  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  execute  the  fame 
projeft.  Working  with  the  greatcft  ardour  to 
get  it  over  the  fide,  weexhauftcd  ourftrength^ 
and  w;ere  obliged  to  take  fome  rcfrefhment. 
This  was  what  feved  us.     Reflexion  made 
lis  perceive  the  danger,  to  which  we  were  fo 
Wantonly  expofing  ourfelves.     The  idea  of 
laying  a  deck  over  the  long-boat,  came  into 
the  head  of  one  of  us,  and  we  believed  it  to 
beofealy  execution*     Our  captain  thinking 
we  were  wrecked  upon  Cape  Non,  hoped  by 
thefe  means  to  reach    the  Canary  Iflands. 
Others  faid  it  would  be  eaficr  to  reach  Sene- 
gal, on  account  of  the  winds  that  prevail  ia 
^thofe  latitudes.     This  latter  opinion  was  the 
beff,  and  would  have  been  followed.     We  fet 
to  work,   but  without  fuccefs,  being  only 
able  to  nail  on  a  few  planks.     After  infinite 
pains  in  hoiiling  out  the  boat,   we  moored  it 
alongfide  with  ftout  ropes,   for  fear  it  fhould 
meet  with  the  fame  fate  as  our  barge.     We 
then  put  on  board  provifions,  money,  arms, 
and  our  moft  valuable  efFeds ;  but  however 
wifely  our  meafures  were  taken,  we  were 
once  more  difappointed  in  our  hopes. 

C  The 
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.t;  The  :fea  ran  fo  high  that  Aye  were,  qttli^d 

'.^^ct.out  agarn*  .  It  w^s  with,  ^eat  i^egr.^Jt 

^tfeatwe.kft  our  Ipng-bpat,  ^Soon  afiferpnc 

€(  the  ropes  by  which  it  ^w^  moQred.  brcak- 

jingj.it-d^fhcd  violeatlyiagaipft  the  ihiprs  fide/ 

in  fpitp  of  the  danger  it  was  moored  anew ; 

but  «s  itr  was  all  over  le^ks,  and  a^  it  was  \m^ 

cpofliUe.  to  Iftoift  it  in,  we  were  i;educed  to- 

ihc  fadlneceffity  of  letting  it,  go  altogether.  . 

f  r.  It  wag.. hardly  upon  the  beach  when  the 

Moors  came  down,   ^  They   laid  hands  on 

jtvery  thing  it  contained,  hauled  it  over  tbtf 

^d  by  main  .{Irength,  and  fpt  it  on  fire. 

/This  aftion  appeared  a^  cruel  to  ua  as  what 

we  thoughjt  th^y  had  donp  ta  our  wretched 

iellow  in  .raisfbrtune.     Ignoraat  of  their  litws 

ihd  cuftoms,  we  only  judged  of  their  a£Bqm 

by  what  our  aftonifhed  iipagination  1^  us  td 

Believe..   We  .did  not  ]CttQW  that  thefe  people 

.are  bound  to  deftrpy  whatever  their  habits  of 

.life  render  of  no  ufe.    .pimple  as  it  was,,  this 

.k£Hon  converted  our  courage  into  defpon* 

•flency. 

^  Our  fhip  advanced  but  little,  and  fuiSered 

jicrceptibly  from  the  fea.    She  beat  towards 

-the  middle, -the  deck  was  loofened,^  and  at 

— -'   '  ....  every 
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everj^  wave  that  came  we  thought  (he  woald 
have  parted.  On  the  other  hand,  the  danger 
^tb  which  we  imagined  we  (hould  eXpo& 
ourfclves,  even  if  we  had  the  good  fortune 
'to  reach  the  Ihore,  feemed  ftill  more  terrible* 
Our  fpirits  gave  way  to  thefe  refleftions,  an4 
dcfpondency  and  confternation  wert  pifturecj 
in  every  countenance. 

The  cooper,  a1x>ld  fellow,  and  an  excelletit 
jRvimmer,  foon  recalled  us  from  our  fad  re- 
fleftibns.  "  Friends,"  faid  he  to  his  fellow 
failors,  **  we  mufl:  perifli  here,  or  fall  irito 
the  Hands  of  thofe  people  ;  there  is  no'other 
alternative^  and  my  incertitude  as  to  the  fatie 
that  awaits  me  is  more  dreadful  than  death 
itieif.  I  am  going  to  fwim  aftiore.  Obferye 
well  what  they  do  with  me.  If  they  do  not 
kill  me  I  will  make  you  a  fignal ;  but  at  al) 
eveuta  1  (hall  have  the  confolation  of  djring 
before'you/* 

.  We  were  all  aftoniflied  at  his  refolution^ 
and  nobody  thought  of  flopping  him.  He 
leaped  into  the  fea ;  more  than  twenty  Mooi» 
fwaih  to  meet  him,  afiiAed  him  in  getting 
to' the  beach,  ftripped  him  of  his  fhirt,  €x^ 
pofbd  him  to  the  fire,  as  they  had  Dechaon 

Cz  danced 
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danced  round  him,  and  at  laft  conveyed  him 
pi^t  of  our  fight,  without  any  of  us  being  abic 
"to"  decide   whether  they  had  killed  him  or 
faved  his  life.' 

^    The  captain,  who  to  all  appearance  had  ftill 
^'preferved' his  recolledion,  now  loft  all  pre- 
fence  of  mind.    He  believed  he  had  fcen  him 
^torn  to  pieces,  and  no  longer  thought  of  any 
,' thing  but  the  readieft  way  to  die.  His  delign 
was  to  blow  up  the  fhip,  and  feveral  thoufand 
,  weight  of  powder  in  the  magazine  rendered  It 
of  eafy  execution.     He  fent  for  us  ail  upoti 
deck,  and  exhorted  us  to  meet  our  fate ;   not 
wifhing  however  to  die  without  revenge,  he 
made  preparations  for  firing  upon  the  multi- 
.tude  that  covered  the  beach.     To  draw  them 
thither  in  greater  numbers,  and  to  be  fureof 
doing  greater   execution,    we   threw   tv^tj 
thing  of  the  nioft  value  info  the  fea.    He  Was 
deceived  in  his  expeftation,  for  the  Moot*8, 
informed  by  our  two  fellow-fufFerers  that  We 
were  Frenchmen,   and  remembering  the  loft 
they  had  met  with  at  the  wreck  of  two  fhips 
of  the  lame  nation,  fufpedtcd  a  part  of  thfe 
plot  that  was  laid  again  ft  them.  ^  They  re- 
tired from  the  beach  v/ithout  attending  to 

the 
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tbe  objcfts  the  fea  carried  thither,-  kindled 
great  fires  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  gave 
waj  to  all  the  emotions  of  joy  the  fight  of  fo 
rich  a  priie  excited  in  their  hearts. 

Fruftrated  in  his  hope§,  and  unwilling  to 
fall  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  favages,  the 
captain  again  aiTembled  the  crew,  and  exhorted 
them  to  blow  up  the  vcffel.  Although  the 
officers  were  of  the  contrary  opinion,  we 
ihould  all  have  perifliecj  but  for  the  courage  of 
M.  Bardon,  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Africa^ 
battalion.With  his  drawn  fword,  aiid  feconded 
by  the  officers,  he  threatened  to  cut  down 
the  firft  who  fhould  dare  approach  the  niaga- 
2ine« 

•  What  a  ftrange  contradiftion  is  there  in  the 

minds  of  men,    efpecially  when  in  danger]! 

They  all  wanted  to  die,   and  yet  there  was 

not  dne  bold  enough  to  rufh  upon  the  (word 

.of  M.  Bardon  !     The  crew  retired  to  the 

fore,  part  of  the  (hip,  while  with  M.  Follie,  a 

<eabin«-boy,  and  a  landfman,  I  watched  over 

the;  conduct  of  the  captain,  who  feemed  to 

-have  adopted  our  opinion.  .  He  thanked  us 

for  our  refinance,  and  begged  us  to  forgive 

Jthe  weaknefs  of  a  moment.     About  midnight 

J-.  C3  he 
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^e  thf e^^  himfelf  \ipon  his  be49  waHed  about 
two  oMock,  cam(:  upon  decji:,  ^nd  w^s  ib 
frighted  at  the  firc§  and  dances  of  the  M<^c>r^> 
that  he  determined  to  put  an  ei^d  to  his  ex7 
^ftence.  He  took  care  not  to  acquaint  us 
ijl^ith  his  defign^  lay  down  on  his  bfd^  ad* 
4re(r^  a  prayer  to  Heaven,  and  leaning  dowi^ 
bis  head,  difcharged  two  piftols  in  hi$  mouth. 
We  hafted  to  him,  and  thought  him  dead, 
but  he  h^d  miffed  the  vital  parts  ;  the  furgeon 
immediately  dreflfed  his  wounds,  and  he  wa$. 
prevented  from  malting  a  npw  atteinpt  upon 
^i$  life. 

The  horrid  fight  exhibited  by  his  lacerate<ji. 
countenance,  fp  far  from  difcouraging  the 
crew,  only  ferved  \o  confirm  each  of  u$  m 
pwr  defign  of  efcaping  from  the  wrect ;  feyje- 
f^,  for  fear  the  Mqor$  fhpuld  afcribp  his 
^ound  to  $/Sy  prqppfed  tying  ^  fwivel  roun^ 
))is  waifit,  and  thrpyving  him  into  the  fe^j 
bilt  this  barbarous  advice  was  rejefted. 

As  foon  as  the  diy  beg^  to  dawn,  t^c 
fnateaffembled  al|  hands  on  decjc^  y^  >ve  jfet 
nbput  making  a  raft,  hut  varapd  by  the 
laft  evening's  epcpexienc?,  \iye  refolvcd  to  wji^ 
or  th«  oW)  ti4c. 

About 


J.' 


COAST  Or.AF^C4.  23 

,  About  eleven  o'clock,  the  Moors,  no  longer, 
perceiving  any  thing  ftir  upon  deck,  came 
fwimming  ofF,  with  the  intention  of  boarding 
the  veffel,  Direfted  by  their  cries,  Vc 
threw  but  ropes  to  them,  and  took  thenrr 
iiboard.  Without  anfwering,  or  troublihg 
themfelves  about  burtjueftibns,  they  attended 
io  nothing  but  th^  plunder,   the  word  Mp- 

rocco  bfeing  thfe"  billy  one  we  heard. ''^'^  • 

Deprived  of  the  affiftance  we  expeded  from 
their  arrival,  and  in  hafte  to  reach  the  land, 
fincc  they  were  growing  nlore  numerous 
than  ourfelves,  we  got  the  raft  into  the  \^a'- 
ter  about  two  o'clock.  Only  ten  coiild  find 
'room  upon  it.  The  violence  of  the  furf 
^^{Htd  ofF  four  of  them,  and  M.  Bardon,  the 
officer' of  the  African  battalion  was  drowned  ? 
i?fch  Was  the  fad  fate  of  him,  who,  the  eyen- 
iiig  before,  had  faved  us  all;  Two  otherg,^one 
of  whom  was  M.  FoUie,  were  feafonably  njc- 
courcd  by  the  Moors,  who  jumped  overboard, 
and  carried  them  fenfelefs  to  the  beach. ^  The 
inate,^*  who  was  the  fourth,  returned  to  the 
^ip.  llie  other  fix,  among  whom  wasj  Ihe 
captain,  were  fcarcely  afhpre,  when[\the 
l!tfbors  conduced  them  to  an  eminence  wtiere 
;'V      •  •      '       'C4  there 
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t^pre •  was. a  litde- fire,  and  after  having  ftrip^  * 
pad  theW)!  icft  them  there.     No  more  than 
eleven  rpmained  on  board.     We  began  a  new 
raf$  with  the  greateft  diligence  ;  it  was  foon 
ready,/  aiid  though  of  little  folidity,  afforded  - 
ropiTi  fiy:  five  perfons.    Four  faved  themfelvti^^^ 
Without  accident,  the  fifth  was  aflifled  by  a.r 
MpQf,  who  was  on  his  return  with  what  h^^ 
had  plB|ndere4  iu  the  (hip.  ,  r 

.§lx  of  us  were  left  behind,  without  the  pof-\ 
fibihty   of  making   another   raft,   the   great/, 
mjmber  of  Moors  bufied  in  plundering,  reii- 
dcrxng  it  impradicable.  We  therefore  refolvcd  * 
to.  avail  ourielves  of  the  bundles  they  were 
throwing  into  the  fea,  to  hold  faft  by  them^ 
an^  by  thefe  means  to  get  afhore.     I  was  the  . 
firft  to  adventure,  and  the  good  fuccefs  I  met 
with  encouraged  the  faibrs  to  follow  my.  ex-? 
ampl?.  .    . 

^bout  fix  o'clock  we  were  all  aJDTembled  on  ; 
the  hill,  round  a  great  fire.  The  Moors  left  " 
us  there  half  an  hour,  and  then  having  e:}ca* 
mmed  us^  as  is  cuflomary  with  flaves,  made  us 
all^9t  up,  and  conduced  us  about  h^lf  a  league 
up  the  country.  There  they  divided ;  one 
half  returned  towards  the  beach,  and  we  were  -. 

left 
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left  the  fai  witnefles  of  the  difputes  of  the 
j-eft  to  know  to  whom  we  (hould  belong. 

Seein:;  therri  rufh  unoa  us  with  their  fabrc» 
drawn,  we  did  not  well  know  what  to  think ; 
we  were  naked  and  unarmed ;  nor  had  we  tts 
jct  perceived  our  two  fellows  in  misfortunb,^" 
ivho  had  fwam  to  the  fliore  on  the  precediti^' 
evening.  We^^U  believed  the  laft  moments  of - 
our  life  at  hand,  and  inftinftively  took  flight,  - 
with  the  intention  of  preierving  it  a  few  mi- 
nutes longer. 

A  bloody  confli£t  followed  for  the  poflcf- 
fion  of  our  perfons,  all  of  them  attempting 
to  lay  hold  of  us.  Several  of  our  people  were 
d^fpcrately  wounded,  and  I  myCelf  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  flopped  by  two  Moors,  al- 
moft  at  the  fame  inftant.  He  who  had  touched 
me  firft  pretended  I  was  his  ;  fuch  was  the 
Jaw ;  but  his  adverfary,  too  cruel  to  hear  rea- 
fon,  endeavoured  to  fettle  the  difpute  by  my 
death. 

I  parried  the  ftab  he  made  at  me,  and  had 
only  two  fingers  hurt  by  the  poignard  ;  this 
aAion  coil  him  his  life  ;  he  was  not  quick 
enough  in  putting  himfelf  on  his  guard  againlT: 
my  true  mafter,   who,  having  like  him  his 

dagger 
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dagger  in  his  han49  I^id  him  breathlefs  at  j^it 
feet. 

The  Moor  to  whofc  lot  I  fell,  then  led  me 
to  the  place  where  were  his  brothers,  his 
wires,  and  his  flayes.  The  fire  they  applied 
to  my  wound,  to  fianch  .the  blood,  ftopped, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  progrefs  of  the  poifon* 
Plants,  dipped  in  turtle^oil,  were  afterwards 
wrapped  round  my  hand,  and  ere  long  Inex- 
perienced the  moft  pcrfefl  cure. 

Let  any  one  figure  to  himfelf,  if  poflible, 
the  fad  fituatioa  of  a  man,  who,  having  nevel* 
been  accuftomed  to  travel,  found  himfelf  fud- 
denly  ftripped  of  his  clbatHs,  dying  of  hunger^ 
and  furrounded  by  barbarians,  whom  he  look- 
ed upon  as  his  executioners.  Death,  which 
at  the  mtoment  of  our  fhipwreck  was  pidureid 
in  niy  imagination  in  the' moil  dreadful  co- 
lours, no  longer  wore  fb  frightful  an  appear- 
ance. Although  1  was  refolved  to  bear  every 
thing  to  preferve  my  wretched  exiftence,  I 
loodced  on  the  exceis  of  my  fujfferings  with  the 
greateft  indifference.  My  misfgrtuhe.  y^^as 
tob  great  for  me  to  feel  it.  1  thought  that 
c?very  moment  was  to  be  thelaft  of  my  life. 
Refigned  to  .the  Suprcnde  wi|l,  J  waited  witfir 

'-    '  '  '    •  -'.-i    .Of.  i»'    .    )    '■:  :i  '-      .'»'••'  . 

i  ..  '  out 
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'out  inquietude  for  the  fatal  ftroke,  aiKlxxfei- 
fidered  it  as  the  happy  period  of  my  woes..  T  , 
The  difputes  of  the  Moors  about  the  moft 
trifling  matter  that  excited  their  cupidity,  and 
the  blows  and  ftabs  they  dealt  on  one  another, 
made  me  believe  they  were  facrificing  my 
wretched  fellows  in  misfortune  to  their  fury, 
I  had  fcen  two  of  my  countrymen  knocked 
down  by  my  fidf ;  I  thought  they  had  been 
|cilled,  and  I  no  longer  gave  any  faith  to  tjie 
hiftorians  who  have  defcribed  the  manners  oif 
thefe  people.  I  believed  themto  be  cannibals;  I 
was  feparated  from  my  countrymen,  I  was 
.furrounded  by  a  fcore  or  two  of  Moors,  and 
I  fancied  that  we  bad  been  fhared  in  this  man- 
ner to  ferve  for  their  family  repafts.  The 
ftones  brought  to  fupport  the  fire,  the  fag« 
gots,  and  the  fragments  of  calks  piled  up  near 
the  fpot  where  I  was  detained,  (eemed  Co  many 
inftruments  of  the  toripepts  referved  fonne. 
In  this  perAiafion  I  onpe  more  recommetided 
my  foul  to  God,  and  when  my  prayer  *^as 
over,  waited  quietly  for  death,  and  looked  up- 
on what  I  thought  the  preparation  for  it 
^ithout  diiinay.  My  tranquillity  however 
Vt^s  not  philofophy^  bujC  rather  an  entire  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  in  the  mercy  of  the  Divinity.  The 
dr6fling  put  upon  my  wound  did  not  remove 
this  fatal  idea. 

*rhe  dances,  and  the  cruel  joy  of  the  wemen 
Who  furrounded  me,  and  plucked  out  my 
hair,  rather  out  of  curiofity  than  a  mifchievous 
defign,  and  who,  without  thinking  of  cover- 
ing me,  rejoiced  at  having  me  among  them, 
all  concurred  to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion. 
It  was  at  length  difpelled,  when  I  beheld 
them  take  a  pleafure  in  feeing  me  drink  the 
milk  that  was  offered  me  about  ten  o'clock  in 
the  eyening.  I  pafled  however  a  moft  mife- 
rable  night,  a  prey  to  a  thoufand  heart-break- 
ing refledions,  ftretched  out  naked  upon  the 
fand,  and  expofed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  the 
ain  . 

•The  Mongearts,  or  Arabs  of  Zaara,  were 
the  only  ones  who  happened  to  be  upon  the 
fea-fide  at  the  time  we  were  wrecked,  but 
they  did  not  enjoy  the  whole  of  our  fpoils: 
They  were  obliged  to  fliare  them  with  the 
ISfoors  at  Bilidulgerid,  a  warlike  and  well- 
armed  nation,  known  in  the  country  by  the 
appellation  of  Monfelemines.  It  was  to  an  Arab 
of  this  latter  nation  that  I  belonged.  - 

The 
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The  following  day  our  maftew  permitted  us 
all  to  aflemblc  "upon  the  beach.  Such  of  our 
party  as  belonged  to  the  Mongearts  had  been 
treated  with  the  utmoft  humanity.  Some 
had  (kins  tp  cover  them,  and  others  apparel 
that  their  matters  had  plundered  from  the 
wreck;.  As  to  thofe  who  belonged  to  the 
Monfelemines,  they  were  all  naked  like  my- 
felf,  nor  had  they  been  better  treated. 

This  diverfity  of  manners  in  fuch  neigh- 
bouring nations,  made  me  believe,  that  with- 
out doubt  my  companions  had  been  Jbctter 
treated  by  the  Mongearts,  merely  becaufe  that 
people  was  accuftomed  to  fee  Europeanp  in 
the  river  of  Senegal,  and  at  Portendie,  and  I 
confequently  imagined  th^t  if  I  could  belong 
to  them  I  fhoul4  certainly  be  carried  to  the 
former  of  thofe  places. 

This  idea,  true  or  falfe,  made  me  form  the 
projed  of  efcaping,  (hould  it  be  in  my  power, 
from  the  place  where  my  mafter  kept  his 
wives  and  flaves.  The  little  or  no  attention 
that  was  paid  to  me,  induced  me,  about  nine 
in  the  morning»to  make  for  the  interior  part  of 
the  country,  without  knowing  whither  I  was 
going. 

I  had 
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.  il  Ka3  hardly  proceed  hzlf\  league  when  t 
was  met  by  a  party  of  Moors,  who  triage  mc- 
cjuicken  my  pace,  and  cbridufted  mie'to  thetr 
tents,  where  I  (aw  an  abundance  of  goats  and 
camek.  They  gave  mc  milk  as  fdon  ias  I  ar- 
rived, and  covered  mc  with  feverargoat-lkins 
tewed  together.  * 

Although  I  was  much  fati'gucd,  and  had 
pafled  two  nights  without  fleep,  it  was  in  vain 
'  to  think  of  repofe*  I  was  obliged  to  walk  all 
da^y  long.  Towards  night  we  Hopped,  and  I 
pafled  it  moft  peacefully,  although  expofed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  night-air.     . 

Scarcely  was  the  fun  rifen,  when  the  camels 
were  again  ready  for  the  route,  A  Moor 
made  me  get  tip  behind  him,  and  I  continued 
to  (ravel  in  this  way  without  knowing  whi- 
ther I  was  going,  having  left  all  the  reft  of 
thex:rew  by  the  fea-fide. 

About  three  o'clock  I  arrived  at  other  tents^ 
where  I  reftcd  from  the  fatigues  of  the  fofe- 
going;  days^  I  ftaid  there  however  only 
two  more^'fpr  on  the  third,  thVee  naked,  but 
wellrarmed  Arabs,  dragged  me  a^vay  in  a 
fouthem  direftion.  We  had  croflcd  feveral 
rivers,   ysrhen,  after  a  march  of  fixtecn  t!ay^, 

they 
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aaj  further. 

On  the  firft  day  my  footfteps  were  marked 
by  my  blood;  but  the  Arabs  having  drawn 
out  the  thorns^  having  fcraped  the  foles  of 
my  feet  with  their  daggers,  and  pkifteccd 
^hem  over  with  tar  and  fand,  I  walked  on 
without  further  pain  or  difiiculty. 

Their  intention  was  to  fell  me  to  the  (hips 
that  come  to  Senegal,  to  buy  gum,  and  every 
day  they  repeated  to  me  in  Arabick,  Sous  /oui 
pu  cannef^ine  Gaderdotne ;  which,  as  I  after- 
wards learned,  fignifies,  you  will  (ben.  be  at 
Soiegal.  But  the  war  which  then  raged  be- 
tween the  princes  of  thoife  cantons,  hindered 
them  from  executing  their  defigfts. . 

We  palled  three  days  in  a  foreft  of  gutti- 
jtrees.  The  uttcjr  im{K>flibility  of  their  fdling 
me  at  Senegal  obliging  them  to  return  by  the 
w^tbcy  came,  we  fet  ofFagainv  and  after 
thirty  days  continual  walking,  I  arrived  atw 
my  mafier^s  tent^«    He  had  been  long  jre*. 

*  That  it  to  iay»  the  way  back wacds  anil,  fomrardstook  ap 
thirty  days,  and  ps  tfaefe  two  journies  may  be  confidetod  aa 
onCf  the  whok  route  was  performed  in  thirty-four. 

turned 
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turned  from  the  plunder  of  the  fhip,  and  had 
been  obliged  on  account  of  his  flocks  to  re- 
move towards  that  part  of  the  defert  that  fe- 
parates  the  territory  of  the  Monfelemines  from 
that  of  the  Mongearts.  My  food  during  this 
laborious  march  con fifted  of  nothing  but  milk 
mixed  with  earners  urine,  and  a  little  barley- 
meal  or  millet,  which  they  ftir  up  in  brackifh 
water,  whenever  they  have  the  good  fortune 
to  hieet  with  any* 

It  would  be  impoflible  to  defcribe  all  my 
fufferings  in  fo  long  a  journey.  I  Ihould  have 
infallibly  funk  under  them  if  I  had  not  pof- 
leffed  a  good  conftitution,  and  had  I  not  all 
my  life  been  accuftomed  to  fatigue.  As  often 
as  they  pronounced  the  word  Gaderdome^ 
though  I  did  not  underftand  it,  I  felt  my  fatigue 
alleviated.  Their  manner  of  fpeaking  tome 
of  that  place  made  me  regard  it  as  the  period 
of  my  misfortunes  5  but  when  they  mentioned 
it  no  more,  I  thought  with  reafon  that  my 
•  fufferings  would  be  long. 

They  made  me  underftand,  by  (hewing  me 
their  muikets,  that  they  fliould  be  killed  if 
they  went  that  way.  The  truth  was,  that 
they  were  under  no  fuch  apprehenfion,  but 

they 
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they  were  ifraid  left'  they  (hould  be  robbed  of 
their  prize,  and  did  not  chufe  to  run  the  riilc 
of  lofing  the  profit  they  hoped  to  derive  from 
the  fale  of  my  perfon. 

In  the  defert  very  excellent  land  is  to  be 
met  with,  which,  if  cultivated,  would  doubt- 
left  produce  all  the  aeceflaries  of  life*  We 
found  there  an  abundance  of  truffles,  that  I 
ate  with  an  high  relifli*  the  Moors,  in  whofc 
company  I  was,  often  procuring  them  for  me« 
Being  accuftomed  to  live  on  milk,  they  con-« 
tented  themfelves  with  that  of  our  camel^ 
andxhearfullj  denied  themfelves  thofe  roots^ 
on  my  account.  I  had  no  cppiplaint  to  make 
of  my  condudors ;  they  treated  me  with  hu« 
manity,  and,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  pro- 
cured me  whatever  feemed  to  pleafe  me  the 
moft. 

I  was  fo  (incerely  attached  to  them,  that  it 
was  not  without  regret  I  faw  them  fet  off  the 
day  after  our  arrival ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  them 
again.  During  the  journey,  wheu  we  ftopped* 
in  the  evening,  they  went  themfelves  in  queft 
of  wood  for  the  night,  and  left  me  to  take  care 
of  the  camels  and  baggage ;  nay,  very  often, 
when  they  perceived  I  was  too  much  fatigued, 

I>  they 
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thejr  halted  tfviro  or  three  hours  bdibre  the  fet- 
ting  of  the  fun.  * 

The  horde  to  which  I  T^elonged,  tvas  ^otn« 
pofed  of  fifty-two  tents,  fometimes  aJl  together^ 
fbmetinic3  divicfed,  according  as  the  conveni- 
ence of  pafturage  requiredi  Thefe  tents  are 
made  of  a  black  and  flout  flufi^  woven  cf 
goat^s  and  earners  hair,  and  about  eighteen 
inches  wide ;  they  are  fewed  together,  and 
two  crofa  fticks  fopport  the  tent.  All  their 
furniture  confifts  of  fome  ftraw  ropes  for  their 
cattle,  an  earthen  pot  to'warm  their  milk,  or 
boil  their  meat,  a  ladle,  i  mat,  a  knife,  a  pike, 
and  a  great  ihine>  which  ferves  them  as  a 
hammer,  to  drive  in  the  pfeis  of  the  tent.  Con- 
tented in  their  indigence,  and  ftrangers  t6  ar- 
tificial wants,  thcfe  people  live  in  perfcft  tran- 
quillity.  The  men  pafs  their  time  in  hunting, 
a»d  keeping  their  flocks;  the  women  in  £pin- 
oing,  and  dreiHag*' their  vifhials^  Both  fexe6 
alike  wear  goat-lkins^  or  fpagnes J  whtn  they 
can  get  Guinea  blues. 

:  The  finery  of  the  men  confifts  in  1*ie  beauty 
of  tbek  arms^  fuch  as^  diiggers,  fabres,  lUid 
Umlkets,  and  in  a  firing  of  large  white  chryA 
tai  ;   as  tb  .that  of;  the  wiotnen^  i(  qonfifts  iii 

'Z  necklaces 
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necklaces  of  imber,  coral,  Of  gkf$  beads  of 
efvcry  kind,  in  gold  or  filver  car-rings,  ac- 
cording to  the  wealth  of  the  individual,    and 
in  a  very  aitiple  pagne^  of  which  one  ba^lf  i« 
red. 

I  paf]^  tvTo  days  without  being  called  upon 
to  do  any  work  ;  on  the  third  they  fent  me 
to  fetch  wood  for  the  tent.  For  this  purpofe 
an  old  cord  was  given  me,  and  a  child  accon>- 
panied  rac,  to  (hew  me  the  proper  kind  to 
Cake. 

Although  the  whole  country  is  covered  wirtl 
buihes,  thefe  peofde  are  moft  careful  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  never  touching  a  green  ftick.  It 
very  often  took  me  two  whole  hours  to  leek 
for  *dead  wood ;  and  when  my  faggot  was 
fuflScient  for  the  day's  confumption,  I  carried 
it  to  the  tent. 

It  is  needlefs  to  defcant  on  what  I  fufFered 
from  this  work,  eafy  as  it  may  appear.  I 
pafled  the  whole  day  without  any  thing 
to  cover  me,  and  my  naked  fhoulders,  lac^ 
fated  by  my  burthen,  ufed  to  run  down  with 
blood. 

Contented  with  my  punftuality  and  affidiiu 

itj,  in  furnifhing  the  necefiary  quantity  olf 

D  %  wood. 
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wood,  they  next  employed  mc  in  making  bul- 
tcrl  For  this  purpofe  they  put  their  milk  iu 
a  goat's  (kin,  fufpend  it  on  three  flicks,  and 
fliakc  it  for  about  two  hours.  Such  were  my 
occupations  during  my  ftay  in  this  tent. 

My  mafter  having  met  with  an  opportunity 
of  difpofing  of  me,  I  faw  a  barrel  of  meal,  and 
an  iron  bar  about  nine  feet  long  given  in  ex- 
change for  my  perfon  :  1  do  not  know  who* 
ther  the  purchafer  gave  any  thing  elfe. 

The  following  day,  as  foon  as  the  fun  arofei 
we  fet  off,  and  walked  for  nine  fuccefiive 
days.  It  is  the  cuflom  of  all  the  people  of 
Africa  to  begin  their  journey  at  fun-rife,  and 
not  to  flop  till  it  is  about  to  fet.  In  the  day* 
time  they  eat  nothing  but  a  fmall  wild  fruit 
refcmbling  y«/^^^J,  (the  jujube-tree)  which 
is  to  be  found  every  where. 

When  we  halted,.  I  was  obliged,  like  the 
negro- flaves,  to  go  and  fetch  wood,  to  keep 
us  warm  during  the  night,  and  to  protect  us 
from  the  ferpents  and  wild  beafls  that  over- 
run the  country.  A  little,  barley- meal,  mixed 
up  with  brackifh  water,  was  thei)  given  me, 
and  was  my  only  food,  when  we  met  with  no 

tents  on  our  vay. 

All 
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AM  thefe  people  are  hofpitable  in  the  higheft 
degree*  When  a  ftranger  arrives  they  greet 
liim  with  the  falutation  of  friendfhip,  and  of- 
ten deny  themfelves  food,  that  they  may  fup- 
ply  his  wants. 

Scarcely  was  I  arrived  among  the  Moors  in 
rebellion  againft  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
when  I  was  fold.  My  new  mafter  gave  me 
no  reft,  fending  me  the  very  next  day  to  keep 
his  camels,  the  care  of  the  goats  being  gene- 
tally  entrufted  to  children.  I  pafled  day  after 
day  in  the  midft  of  the  mountains,  entirely 
abandoned  to  my  own  reflexions,  and  totally 
jguorant  of  the  fate  of  ray  fellows  in  misfori- 
tune^ 

i  The  long  journies  I  had  performed  had  left 
•me  without  an  idea  of  the  country  I  was  in, 
and  the  hope  of  my  deliverance  began  to  de^ 
fert  me.  I  faw  no  period  to  my  misfortunes ; 
they  grew  more  and  more  intolerable;  my 
ftrehgth  perceptibly  diminiflied,  and  every 
time  I  changed  ray  raafter  I  found  myfelf 
worfe  treated. 

In  the  evenings  on  my  return  to  the  tent, 
plenty  of  cameUs  milk  was  given  me,  but  the 
vnfrequcncy  of  my  meals^  and  the  poomefs 

D  3  of 
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of  this  fare,  would  certainly  never  bftv^.fuf- 
£ccd  to  keep  up  my  ftrcngth,  if  I  had  net 
taken  care,  during  the  day,  to  feck  for  trdf- 
-fies,  and  other  wild  roots,  which  neceility 
had  made  me  acquainted  with  while  oh  the 
road  with  my  firft  condu6boiis.     . 

I  was  fold  again,  my  health  being  alnady 
impaired,  and  was  conducted  by  my  new 
mailer  to  his  tent,  whore  I  did  not  rctnaia 
long.  Poorer  than  are  the  generality  of  people 
of  that  country,  he  carried  me  to  a  neighhourw 
ing  market^  to  endeavour  to  make  feme  pra«» 
fit  by  my  perfon.  He  there  rhet  with  an 
Arab,  who  bought  me  for  two  young  camels, 
and  fold  me  at  the  market  the  day  after^  'He 
received  money  in  exchange,  how  muoh  I 
know  not ;  all  I  know  is  that  he  fet  off  highly 
iatisfied,  fince  he  gave  me  about  two  pounds 
t>(  dates,  and  a  fmall  piece  of  (ilvcr  money 
that  I  have  kept  to  this  day. 

Throughout  Zaara  trade  is  only  carried  oti 
by  barter.  It  was  in  this  place  that  I  fiiw 
money  for  the  firft  time.  The  fight  6f  it  r«f- 
vived  my  hopes,  for  I  thought  with  «afon 
that  I  was  iK)t  far  from  a  civilized  ftate.  The 
variety  I  obfervedin  commerce  mademeima^ 

gine 
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gine  th jt  it  wofutd  not  be  Idng  before  I  diauld 
find  the  means  of  alleviating  ray  diftrefs.  I 
CQOcejiYQd  the  hope  of  fending  informatioii  of 
»7  ^fetched  fate  to  my  family ;  I  exf)etaed  my 
deltmraoce  from  their  tendemefs ;  ahd  this 
idea  made  me  fupjlort  my  fuffisring^  with 
grtatev  fortitude. 

I  learned  by  experience  the  truth  of  tiiir 
apicmiaif  who  affinn  that  the  more  men  are 
civiliiied^  the  taiore  they  are  cruel.  £v&ry 
new.  mafbr  treated  me  Ivorfe  than  the  laftj 
and  a<ic6rdingly  I  U^s  approachmg  the  Mo* 
rocco  domimons,  where  we  Ihould  have  had 
fiiU.more  to  fufFer,  if  we  had  been  unfor^i 
tunate  enough  to  belong  to  any  one  but  the 
£iiiperor« 

Wc  fct  off  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  and 
took  ofur  ^ay  towards  Cape  Non*  Four 
Arabs,  who  were  at  the  iharkelr^while  the 
Moor  was  bu3ringine^  ky  in  waiter  us  when 
tbe  night  was  coniing  on.  They  were  onl^ 
atmid  with  their  daggers,  and  as  my  mafter 
knew  diem^  he  had  no  diftrufl  of  their  in* 
fefltipM.  Seeing  one  of  them  in  the  a^  of 
Aabbing  him,  I  cried  out ;  my  mailer  avoided 
Ibe  blow,  aiid  (hot  his  adverfary  dead.-  I'he 
..     •  P  4  others 
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others  immecliately  attacked  him ;  I  ran  to 
his  afliftanc^,  and  with  the  help  of  my 
flick  ftretched  one  of  them  at  his  feet ;  and 
as  he  ftabbed  him  inflantly,  the  two  others 
fled.  We  took  nothing  but  the  daggers  of 
the  two  tjiat  w^fe  killed,  and  continued  our 
journey.  Inftead  of  felling  me,  as  was  hi§ 
intention,  he  turned  me  over  to  his  brother, 
one  of  the  richcft  individuals  in  the  country.  * 

That  moment  was  the  end  of  my  fuffer-* 
ings.  I  was  obeyed  by  the  negro  flaves ;  the 
women  ga^ve  me  every  thing  I  could  defire ; 
I  had  no  longer  any  work  to  do ;  and  if  I 
went  out  with  the  cattle  it  was  for  my  qw» 
amufeipent. 

We  naturally  aflume  the  manners  of  the 
people  ^mong  whom  we  live,  howevet  fiivage 
they  may  be  ;  efpecially  if  there  be  no  blows 
in  the  bargain.  There  \yas  no  kind  of  friend^ 
ftip  they  did  not  fliew  me;  .they  endeavoured 
to  attach  me  to  them ;  promifes,  prefents^ 
nothing  was  fpared ;  thqr  even  offered  mc 
my  mafter's  fifter.  The  Arabs  of.  his  horde 
looked  upon  me  rather  as  their  countryman 
^han  as  a  (lave,  often  entertained  me  with  fhztx^ 
lights,  and  Jet.  me  JQi9.in  their  iiodiurjnal. . 
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I  then  began  to  have  feme  knowledge  of 
the  Arabic,  and  clearly  faw  into  their  de- 
figns,  but  I  made  them  underftand,  by  a  va- 
riety of  examples,  that  I  ihould  become  defpi- 
cable  even  in  /A^/r  eyes,  if  I  accepted  their 
propofals.  Seeing  that  my  determinatioii 
was  not  to  be  (haken,  they  prcffed  me  nq 
longer. 

The  friendfhip  they  entertained  for  me  then 
made  them  come  to  the  refolution  of  con- 
ducing me  to  Halt  Laze^  the  chief  of  Glimi, 
that  I  might  be  conveyed,  they  faid,  as  foon 
as  poflible,  to  the  country  fubje6k  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

I  remained  eight  days  at  his  houfe  without 
belonging  to  him  ;  at  length  however  he 
bought  me.  I  cannot  fay  what  made  him 
pay  for  me  at  to  dear  a  rate,  I  only  know; 
for  I  counted  the  money  myielf,  that  he  pur^. 
chafed  me  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  all 
in  little  pieces,  of  tht  value  of  tcn/ous.  As 
thefe  pieces  were  fifteen  hundred  in  number, 
my  mafbr  and  I  counted  them  over  two  days 
running  for  fear  of  a  mif^ake. 

I  was  not  plcafed  at  the  enormity  of  this 
fom ;  I  knew  that  he  had  refuied  to  give  a 

•V  hundred 
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hundred  dolkrs  for  M.  Decham^  mid  I  ims- 
gined  that  he  ha^  t^ot  paJ4.  ^o  dear  for  «w 
without  the  iiiteiiitk)a  of  ratipg  ipyrlibe^ty  at 
an  exceffive  price*   :.  ;  .  , 

.  Ha/i  jLas^had:a  houfe  whi^^  ia  that  cMrft^ 
try^  might  well  pafs.  for  a  fiiperb  paUce.  Ho 
had  a  great  number  of  .negroes^  p^grefles^ 
horfeSy  cows,  camels,  and  almoft  every  thing 
that  is  to  be  ieen  ig^  our  iarm*botiids#  He 
had  been  fol-nv^rly  at  Paris,  in  the  Juit  of  9A 
embafiador  of  Morocco.;  i:es£on^qf^cof^oX$ 
and  the  ftronger  one  of  faving  hi$  h^^ad^  h9ii 
forced  him  totake  th^commtndofthA  Mqort 
in  rebellion  againA'theJE^peroTi  and  he  t^ 
ii  Aed  the  power  of  that  prince  by  the  force  of 
armg«    .  .•'  ^.    ;  • 

He  treated  me  w^U,  t^xaiiked  noA^itr  (ifoi^ 
HGie,  and  gave  meck>ath&:  I  was  now  ih^l- 
tered  from  the.  incJani^Qy  •of  th^  Wi  and  ha4 
flraw  given  mc^.  ofwllMf^h'I  ni^^Cja  Mlui  pf 
bed.  I  ate  twin  mdajs  f.^ay^  .  I  hd4  ^od^i^r 
deed  in  aba.n4anceb:%^:f{>  npu^lhii^t  almo^ 

every  day  )  iharedtmy  4inncr  hJltJhflT  "KHh  ^ 

failpr  of  Pravencc.<yl»  happQttfd-Jo  be  |hia 

at  dimi^  qt  with  .M»  lifttiafpezf ,  our  fja^it^, 

.  and  fon  lof  tiie  ovKo^r.c  \  Asi^  on.  thti  (nar^e|:^ 

days 
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days  I  haiLofteQ  fornfe'  of  my  ccuntrytncH  to 
regale.  I  ufcd  to  aik  ithe- wopteri.fbr  vji^ri^l^ 
and  was  ne!vcr  xcfufod.  .Thkr .treatme)it  ibtifii 
rcftorcd  mc  my  ftrcngth.  .     , . ,    .  ^ 

-  Tlic.  French  aiid  E»glifh  |BcrctiaiUs:  fettjed 
at  Mogadore^  iMfdrmcd  tJf  qmt  tnisfortunc  by 
the  diflFerent  brokers  their  eomvAtrct  obliged 
them  to  dHpdrfe  about  the*cow>try^  foodiag 
to  make  ptopofkls  for  our  [liberty^  iBentfth^t 
a  Moor,  who  lodged  at  niy  mafter^Sy'.bougbt 
me  for  a  hhndnBdi  and  eighty. ^btfs./  *  Irwa$ 
witnefs  tolfahe  bargain,  axidargl^d  diyfeli&coQ^ 
cerning  thie!pcicH  of  my  ranfo&ii  nor  did. the 
Moor  boylnebiit  oh  thetafluranee  I  gave  him 
that  he  wouUFbe  paid  l)yJ the  .French  mer* 
chants,  the.  moment  I  ihould  make  niyielf 
known  at 'Mdgadone. 

This  man/ got  .'together  ^at:the*  fame  time 
Art  of  myics>ii^)abioiis,  nainely,  M.  Foilie,  a 
native  of  PaikiSy  dnd  'officer  of  admlniAra&kui 
in  the  colotoiee,  whom  he  purchafed  foi*  two 
hundred'  and  fifty  dolUifs*  »  ,M.  'Dccfaam> 
mafter's  mate>  a  native  of -Bdurdeaux,  and  ^he 
firft  who  got  aihore,  coft  hjm  ninety- five  dd* 
3ws«  The  boatfwai^  ^  two  &ilors  were 
€M£x  mily.dghty^five,  xHt  nipety  each. 

From 
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^'Pftitn  the  tfiottertr  Tleft  the  wreck  till  my 
arrival  at  Gliml,  the  principal  city  of  'Gape 
NWii,  t  was  igaorarit  of  the  fate  of  the  reft  of 
ftiecrew.  .'.  \  :      •  .--     '    : 

'^  M^l:Ahafp**c;  bur  matfcy  wis  in  the  fahic 
•ptlce,  but  left  free  from  all  conftraint  by  his 
maftcrs.  jFfe  was  not  bought^  though  I  can^ 
liot  conceive  what  niotive  could  prevent  Ben:^ 
tahdf  from  entering  into  treaty  for  hisraa- 
i&t^  As  Toon  as  he  heard  of  my  arrival  he 
OLttii  to  fee  tticj  anid  found  meia  thb  outward 
court-yard*  .'-He  looked"  13ce  a  waking  3^g-» 
tt6.^  -At  firftrl  diinot  recoUciSthim,  nor  did 
he  remember  tnci  tanned  by  the  iun,i  wdjf- 
sitgour  hair  an<fibeairds' like  thft  Moors,  ^arid 
dr^fled  in  thcar'  falhion^  there*  was  nothirig 
furprifing  in  our  being  fo  mupK.' altered.  14 
a  few  mbmcjbts  .however  iwJb; were  in  one 
Another's  arm^yJ*  Our  words  died  away  upoii 
*lir  lips,  bufc  the-  tears  diit  trickled  down  our 
thoeks  iexpreffed  the  warmth  of  our  fenti* 
nients.  We'  paffed  the  whdlfe  day '  togeiheri; 
aftd 'related  our  fiifFeririgs  to  each  other  with 
fattsfedion.  .  '    :     .  '^ 

As  h6  told  me^TVf.  FolUe  was  in  the  lame 
town  with  us,  1  fet^^ff  immediately,  accbm» 

panied 
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piniod  by.luin&ICati4  fcte/al  MoQm^  ^ni^  re- 
paired .  to  tho  plaoe  where  he  .was  detsuff^, 
M^'  Follie  belonged  to  a  cru^l  Mooir,  wh/^ 
treated  bim  with  the  greatefl  barbarity ; .  ^9 
flcpt  vp(>n  the.  hard  ground,  and  was -deified 
1{h^  fmalleft  liberty.  Little  accuftoiped  to  far 
tigue,  he.  was  covered  with  for^s^  the  cpnj[e:^ 
qwcnce  of  the  blows  given  him  by  the  Moqrs^ 
to  force  him  to  walk  beyood  his  ftrength,.  , 
,  TheriB  wasia  the  lame  place  a  failor.of  Prpr 
x^ncCf  belonging  to  our  ihip^  who  was  clajimed 
by  no  mailer ;  he  lived  fometimes  with  .o|ie«^ 
Sbmetimes  with  another,  nobody  giving  hifjf^ 
the  lead  mol^ftation.  Bentahar  was  in  hopes 
be  would  fet  off  with  us,  and  thought  ,h0 
fiiHiild  have  him  without  a  ranfom;  but 
t)^  very  d^ypf  our  departure  he  was  removed. 
vp^the,C9Hptry«  without  our  knowing  >vbat 
buepaoie  pf  bjm*  He  loft  his  liberty  by  his 
9yirxi  £iu]t,  in  keeping  for  ever  with  the 
Mp^s.  No  doubt  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to.r,f%p[^.at  the  very  moment  it  w^ould  have 
b^en  the  moft  eafy  for  him  to  obtain  hi3  >  li 
berty. 

^^I^leanied  from  my  fellow- flaves.  that  they 
had  Jill,  been  uneafy  as  to  my  fate;  .that,^fe 
^  veral 
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Teral  peribns  mftHied they- bad  ieciirine  killed ; 
thdt  thh  general  petfuafioti  of;  ebb  crew  had 
induced  thenv  to  acquaint  the  Pi^nch  conTul 
with  my  death ;  that  they  had  as*  yet  no  in- 
Ibrmation*  refpedting  thole  wh<k  had  (oU 
lowed  their  mafters  to  tho  .lb«th  of  Africa ; 
that  as  to  themfel\^e&  they  had'  met  with  hor-^ 
xible  treatment ;  that  they  had  been  forced 
by  hard  blows  to  unload  the  iki{> ;  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  grind  com,  fetch  wood, 
and  tend  cattle  ;  and  that  they  were  cruellgr 
beat  for  the  fmalleft  fault,  without  evenknpw* 
iflg  they  had  done  amifs.  The  wounds  with 
which  they  were  coyered  but  too  well  coo- 
Urmed  the  truth  of  their  recital. 

While  they  congratulated  me  on  having 
cfcaped  fuch  rigorous  treatment,  they  told  mc 
that  the  Moors,  after  fighting  to  know  who 
iliould  be  our  matters,  had  at  length  fetfirata 
the  wreck ;  that  feveral  Arabd  had  been  killed 
by  fplinters  from  the  (hip,  from  whence  they 
had  not  taken  out  the  powder  ;  that  many  o^ 
o\ir  people  had  been  wounded  ;  and  that  the 
captain,  after  having  lived  twelve  days  ^th 
no  fuftenance  but  a  little  brandy,  had  befcn 
knocked  on  the  head  upon,  the  beach.     Per* 

haps 
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lips'tbt  report  of  his*  fatis  was  si^  Ul-founded 
ai  that  of  toirte,  for  Mi  Fdllle  was  [the  oi^lj 
one  of  alt  ^^  crew  who  certified  lus  death, 
nobody  elfe  knowing  ahy  thing  of  th^  matter* 

•  The  <ity  of  Oiimi  is  the  firft  place  where 
we  met  with  Jews* :  they  are  very  numerous 
tilere^  l^s-  well  as  in  all  the  towns  betweea 
that  phce  and  St.  Croix,  almoft  all  the  trade 
that  is  carried  on  pafliivg- through  their  hands* 
The  MahoBibtans  of  thefe  cantons  treat  then^ 
fifce  flaves.  Cruel  ad  was^  the  Arab,  M.  Fol- 
Ite^S  mailer,  and  however  determined  in  hi? 
edmity  to  th^  ChriiHans,  he  told  that  gentle- 
man to  ftt^r  nothing  from  the  Jews,  who 
had  gone  hi&  halves  in  the  purchafe. 

When  M.FoUie  lived  with  the  Jew  I  ufcd  to 
go4iiid  fee^himi  without  any  referve,  accompia- 
uied,  it  is  true,  by  Moors  attached  to  the  in« 
ferefts  of  my  matter ;  nor  did  the  Jew  cwr 
dare  to  reftife  M.  Foliie  leave  to  go  out  and 
walk  with  me.  The  Moors  that  accompanied 
me  wero  furpriled  we  ihould  aik  it,  and  gave 
metounderftand  that*  he  might  go  out  wfaen^ 
ba  pleafed,  and  that  they  would  beat  the 
Jew,  if  ht  dftred  to  offer  him  the  fmalkft 
^affronc^ 

The 
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The  Jew  of  Glimiy  whole  name  was  G6bct 
Jacob,  had  received  prdersfrom  Mefirs*  Ca« 
baner  aad  Depra  to  aflift  us ;  the  letter  im* 
ported  that  he  might  fpeiid  two  hutulred 
ouuces  of  filver  to  fupply  our  wants.  We 
did  not  know  that  by  the-  word  ounce  is  un- 
derflood  in  Barbary^  a  little  piece  of  money  of 
about  the  value  of  ten  Jbus^  and  as  the  letter 
was  written  in  French  and  Arabic,  1  per- 
fua^ed  my  mailer  that  two  hundred  dbllars 
were  the  fum  the  Jew  was  ordered  to  fpcnd 
on  our  account.  I  put  a  niuiket  ball  in  one 
fcalc,  and  in  the  other  fmall  pieces  of  money 
tilt  they  amounted  to  the  {uooc  weight.  In* 
duced  by  this  reprefentation,  theArabs  obliged 
the  Jew  to  drefs  us  all  in  theMooriih  fashion; 

Our  miAake  was  of  the  greateil  ufe  to  us^ 
and  guarded  us  againft  the  exceffive  cold  on  • 
the  fummit  of  Mount  Atlas,  which  we  were 
obliged  to  crofs,   and  which  is  at  all  times 
covered  with  fnow. 

My  ihare  of  the  expenfe  amounted  to  about- 
fifteen  dollars  and  a  half.     M.  FoUie,  M.  La- 
qafpese,  and  royfelf,  were  the  oplythree'who 
ha4«^iooriih  cloaks.^    As  to  thfe  reft  of  the 
cresf  nothing  was  given  them  but  baicks.     »  ' 

The 
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•thfe  i'ehifis  a  large  cloak, -^ifhttuf  a  feSnij 
tnade  bf  goats  and  camels  hait,  and  fJrciof 
againft  the  rdin  ;  the  ufual  price  is  twenty* 
two  ounces,  but  it  Was  charged  in  bur  account 
at  forty.  The  bdick  is  nothing  but  a  woolleil 
Blanket,  four  elk  ahd  &  half  long,  arid  five 
tjuarters  wide,  which  in  that  country  cofts 
only  feven  or  eight  buiices;  The  Jew  mddc 
tis  pay  twenty. 

M;  Lanafpe^e  riot  being  able  to  fet  o^  with  • 
tis,  gave  me,  at  themoitient  of  our  departure* 
nine  louis  d^oi's  in  gold,  his  watch-chain,  and 
a  feal  of  the  fame  metal,  which  he  had  had  the 
good  fortune  to  conceal  frotn  the  obfervation 
of  his  mafters. 

He  held  this  little  parcel  in  his  hinds  at 
the  time  he  was  dripped,  and  afterwards 
took  care  to  hide  it  in  the  fand.  When  he 
was  allowed  to  take  an  old  pair  of  breeches, 
he  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  had  kept  it  there ' 
ever  (ince.  On  my  arrival  at  Mogadore  I  de- 
livered the  whole  to  M.  Cabanes  and  Co. 
merchants  in  that  town. 

Six  of  us  being  got  together,  by  the  care  of 
Bentahar,  an  Arab^  connected  with  the  hoilie 
of  the  Englifli  merchants,  we  fet  off  for  Mo^ 

E  gadpK, 
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gadorc,  tranfported  >yithjoy.  The  dread  of 
being  furprifed  by  the  wandering  Arabs,  who 
would  have  carried  us  off  anew,  and  dragged 
us  to  the  ihountains,  obliged  our  coadu£tors 
to  travel  by  night,  and  in  this  manner  we  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  St.  Croix,  called  Agader  by  the 
Arabs. 

We  were  five  days  on  the  road  between 
Glimi  and  St.  Croix  :  at  about  half  a.  league 
from  the  former  place  we  croflcd  a  fmall 
llream  of  very  clear  water,  and  leaving  the  road 
that  feemed  much  frequented,  we  repaired  to 
a  large  houfe  on  the  plain,,  from  whence  wc 
proceeded  by  night  to  a  very  thick  foreft. 

The  next  day  ,we  went  to  the  houfe  of 
fome  Jews,  fituated  on  a  hill,  there. we  pafled 
the  night,  and  from  thence  we  entered  defiles, 
running  parallel  to  the  fea. .  This  day*s  joux-. 
ney  was  very  fevere,  on  account  of  the  ^  bad 
roads,  obftruAed  by  woods  and  mountains, 

At  about  eight  leagues  from  St.  Croix  wa 
forded  a  fmall  river,  and  found  hard  by  aa 
old  houfe  built  in  the  French  manner ;  it  i& 
now  abandoned. 

^t  half  a  league  at  moft  from  this  houfe 
exift  the  ruins  of  a  town,   the  name  of  which 

wc 
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we  could  not  learn,  but  its  fituation  and  ex- 
tent prove  that  it  vras  once  a  confiderable 
pkde.-  From  thence  we  defceijded  to  well 
cultivated  plains  that  led  us  to  the  fea-lide, 
and  then,  on  camels,  crofled  the  river  that 
waters  the  walls  of  St.  Croix. 

The  Moors  of  that  place  make  fifhing  al* 
moft  their  whole  occupation ;  their  barks  are 
built  like  large  piroques^  attd  are  hauled  afliorc 
every  day. 

On  our  arrival  at  St.  Croix,  'each  Chriftian 
was  obliged  to  pay  five  moufouns^  which  make 
about  fivtfous  in  French  money.  That  town 
contaihs  nothing  remarkable.  It  was  for- 
merly one  of  the  moft  commercial  of  all  Bar- 
bary;  but  it  is  now  almoft  in  ruins,  and 
only  defended  by  a  miferable  fort,  with  twelve 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  even  they  are  unfer* 
viceable. 

We  flept  near  a  fountain,  the  work  of  the 
Portuguefe,  who  were  once,  in  poffeffion  of 
the  country.  From  thence  we  continued  our 
journey  without  accident,  not  withftanding  the 
difficulty  of  roads  cut  through  the  rocks,  and 
the  precipices  and  forcfts  of  the  Atlas  moun- 
tains, the  chain  of  which  begins  at  St.  Croix  dc 

Barburic. 

Ea  The 
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.  The  Englifli  merchants  to  whom  we  wc« 
addreflfed,  gave  us  a  very  good  reception, 
aud  conducted  us  to  the  French  houfe  of 
Meflrs.  Cabanes  and  Depras.  We  found  on 
our  arrival  there  the  moft  fatisfadory  letters 
from  M.  Mure,  the  French  vice-conful,  re- 
fiding  at  Sallee.  The  goodnefs  of  his  heart 
was  pidured  in  them  j  and  without  difcover- 
ing  to  us  the  means  he  was  employing  to  re- 
deem us  from  flavery,  he  left  us  in  the  full 
perfualion  that  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at 
heart  as  our  deliverance^ 

The  city  of  Mogadore,  fo  called  by  the 
Chriflians,  from  the  name  of  a  finall  iflapdt 
which  is  lituated  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  in 
which  coaiifls  the  goodnefs  of  the  harbour,  is 
only  known  to  the  Arabs  by  that  of  Sotura. 
It  is  a  i^w  town,  and  the  only  place  where^ 
the  Chriftians  have  full  liberty  of  trade.  It 
runs  out  into  the  fea  on  a  rock,,  and  is  fur-/ 
rounded  by  fand  on  every  fide  j  towards  the* 
harbour  it  has  three  ftrong  batteries  for  its  de- 
fence, the  principal  one  of  four  and  twenty 
tvventy^four  pounders. 

The  care  of  thefe  batteries  is  intruded  to' 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  French  rcnega- 

does. 
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does,  all  in  the  pa/  of  the  Emperor,  The 
town  is  inhabited  by  Chriftians  of  every  na- 
tion, by  Jews,  to  whom  the  emperor  advances 
a  capital,  and  by  Moors,  engaged  in  trade. 
It  is  the  beft  fortified  and  moft  commercial 
of  the  whole  empire  of  Morocco.  The  Chrif- 
tians  have  two  priefts  there  of  the  Spanilh 
miflion,  and  are  unmoleftcd  in  the  exercife  of 
their  religion. 

A  g!"eat  trade  was  formerly  carried  on  at  St. 
Croix  de  Barbaric^  but  the  reigning  Emperor, 
the  founder  of  Mogadore,  ordered  the  mer- 
chants to  remove  to  the  latter  town,  and  St. 
Croix  is  now  a  defcrt. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  motive  that  prevents 
the  French  from  giving  their  real  names  to 
the  towns  of  this  country.  Every  thing  ih 
that  regard  is  totally  changed.  St.  Croix  is 
only  known  to  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of 
Agader,  Mogadore  by  that  of  Souera,  and  fo 
on.  The  name  given  to  thofe  cities  in  France 
not  being  known  in  the  country,  the  French 
tnsivellers  who  vifit  Barbary,  often  find  them- 
felves  very  much  cmbarrafTed. 

The  Governor  of  Mogadore,  informed  of 
our  arrival,  fent  for  us  to  his  houfe.     He  is  a 

E  3  man 
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man  of  a  mild  an4  affabU  ^irpofition,  can.nei** 
th^r  write  nor  read,  and  owes  his  elevation  to 
the  poft  he  holds,  to  the  fignal  inarms  of 
bravery  h^  fhewed,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Emperor.  He  had  out  names  taken  dowfl  bj 
the  talbes^  or  Mahometan  priefts,  and  feiit  <5ff 
a  courier  immediately,  \q  inform  the  Ernp^roi 
of  our  arrival. 

That  prince,  on  hearing  the  news,  fell  intq 
a  dreadful  fit  of  rage.  Two  months  before 
he  had  given  the  moft  pofitive  orders  to  the 
governors  of  the  provinces  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  defer t,.  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  ta 
extricate  us  from  the  hands  of  the  wa;nd)^nQg 
Arabs. 

Exceedingly  jealous  of  his  authorityi  hie 
thought  this  affair  an  attack  upon.it rnor 
could  he  bear  the  idea  of  Chriflians  being 
more  readily  obeyed,  ib  his  owii^  dominions^ 
than  himfelf.  He  broke  out  inttf  j:hreat«, 
condemned  to  death  the  Arab,  whom  the 
l!nglifh  had  fcnt  to  our  afliftance,  wrote  to 
the  merchants  in  the  llbvereft  terms,  threaten* 
ing  to  burn  alive  the  firft  perfbn  who,  from 
that  time,  {hould  dare  to  interfere  in  the  re- 
demption of  a  captive,  of  any  nation  whatever. 

'The 
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The  captains  of  all  the  fhips  in  the  road  were 
forbid  to  receive  us  ;  a  ftrift  watch  was  kept 
over  us,  nor  were  we  fufFered  to  go  to  any 
diitance  from  the  city. 

Bentahar,  having  received  timely  iaformar 
tion  of  the  Emperor's  defigns,  and  of  the  feii- 
tence  of  death  pronounced  againft  him,  faved 
his  life  and  his  fortune,  by  a  hafty  retreat  to 
the  people  who  had  kept  us  in  flavery. 

A  few  prpfents,  dexteroufly  admirtiftered  to 
the  favourite  Sultanas,  (bon  difpelled  the  an- 
ger of  the  Prince.  He  was  made  to  underitand 
that  we  had  not  been  bought  by  the  mer- 
^chants,  but  that  our  relations,  informed  of 
cur  misfortunes,  had  fent  them  the  neceflary 
Ainif^  of  money ;  and  that,  ignorartt  of  his  laws 
ai*i  ^31,  we  might  oiwrfelves,  without  mean- 
ing to  oSend  him,  have  entered  into  treaty  for 
oiir  ranfom. 

He  yielded  to  thefe  reafons^  but  he  was  de- 
termined to  have  us  in  his  power ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  Governor  of  Mogadore, 
on  the  15th  of  May,  fent  for  us  to  the  public 
fquare.  There,  by  order  of  his  mafter,  he 
repaid  the  French  merchants  the  money  they 
advanced  for  our  deliverance.  He  told  them 
'E4  ^hat 
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tjiajt  jth?  Emperor  pardoned  ,them,  as  weM  ;a§ 
t]ie  Arab^  whom  they  bad  employ^,  to  pyf 
aix  end  to  our  diftrels;  he  then  deliyere4  ua 
into  their  hands,  after  having  made  jtii^qtWri 
to  .  jl^e  people  that  we  bfjlouged  to  the  Em- 


;  W?  were  free  but  an  inftanl;. before,  ^ud-wc* 
i)pw  faw  ojLirfelves  again  reduced  to  flavery'j 
we  werp  not  however  required  to  yv^prk.  The 
ipanner  in.  wh^ch  )ve  were  received  }py,  the 
gqyernqr^  the  refpe^  ^ewn  us  by  the  ^Ipprs,, 
tbe  liberty  .\yjB  were  lefj:  at  to  go  wherp/we 
pleafed^  the  accounts  we  heard  of  the  vpih  of. 
t\xe  crew,  every  thing  in  fhort  contributed  to 
r^f^ore  tranquility  f p  oijr'  rp jnds*      ;  .  ,    , 

it,  was  then  that  we*reoeive4  oui'firft  French. 
dxeffes,  4^  cojjt,  waiftcqat^  and  breeches  of 
b}ue  cloth,  three  fhirts,  two  hai>dkerchie£s^  a. 
filk  cravat,  a  hat,  a  night-cap,  and  two  pair 
of  ihoes,  were  given  to  each  of  us  ;  an  ex- 
penfe  that  rnighf  an^ourjt  to  thirty-fix  doUars 
a-piece,  .      . 

We  had  been  told  that  the  Eaiperor'si.foij, 
the  Governor  of  Teroudan,  had  advanced  to- 
wards Qape  Non,,  at  the  head  of  an  ariny  of 
eight  thoufai^d  mep.     His  orders,  were  to  get 
"^  - the 
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the  French,  either  by  money  or  by  fordfc. 
We  donccivcd  hopes  that  this  enterprizc 
would  be  attended' with  fuccefs;  but  the 
l^fench  merchants  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
TJbey  told  us.  that  the  delay  in  the  execution 
of  the  Emperor'^  orders  is  folcly  occafioned 
by  the  avarice  of  that  prince.  He  generally 
employs  the  Jews  to  advance  the  neceflary 
jjadney,  and  does  not  reimburfe  them.  He 
tt^inks  :theiji  but  too  happy  to  have  an  oppor- 
tun^y  jof  obejring  him  ^t  ,the  expenfe  of  their 
f;Oftune,  and  fjrdm  thence  arifes  the  tardinefs 
vfkh  which  :the.vindivid.i;ials  of  that  nation  are 
fvwe  to  proceed.' 

On,  the  fifieepth  of  June,  about  ten  in  the 
Qioming,  ;wif  received  orders  to  fet  off /or 
Morocco.  A  numerous  caravan  ferving  as 
an  ?feort  to-the  toyal  treafure,  ariiing  from 
the  cuftoms  paid  by  foreign  Ihips  that  put  in. 
ajt  Moggdore,  infqired  the  fafety  of  oUr  arrival. 
:  nphe  prench  and  ?ngli(h  merchants  were 
the  ofily  perfon§  that  came  to  take  leave  of 
%s  ;  they  4cft  us  with  tears  ftanding  in  their 
eyes,  and  promifed  us  all  the  afliflance  in  their 
power,  in  cafe  we  fliould  not  be  able  to  obtaii\ 
(^r  freedoQi  froix^  the  Emperor* 
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.  The  journey  froqi  Mogadore  to  Moroca) 
was  not  laborious ;  in  quality  of  the  Erape* 
ror*s  flaves  a  mule  was  given  to*  each  of  u?, 
not  without  great  difpleafurc  on  the  part  ofthi 
Moors  to  whona  (hey  belonged.  The  fovc* 
reign  never  pays  ;  and  thefe  people  wewj 
obliged  to  follow  us  to  Morocco^ .  inilead  06 
lellins;  their  Commodities  at  M<>gadore. 

The  Jew,  the  Ecnperor*s  principal  fcribe,^ 
had  orders  to  fupply  our  wants.  In  the  even* 
kior;  on  our  arrival,  the  wretch  wanted  td 
^blie^e  us  to  unload  the  camels,  fetch  woody 
Sec  bvit  the  Alcaide,  who  comft^mkd  thd  ca-^ 
ravan,  perceiving  it,  ordered  the  Moors  la 
take' c  ire  of  us^^  ill  treated  tb^  Jowg,  znd 
forhdid  th^em  to  follow  the  carafva»,  of  whkh 
tbey  availed  themfelvfes  for  the  fafety  of  their 
merchandize,  at  lefs  than  half  a  league  diC* 
tance. 

We  arrived  at  Morocco  on  the  20th  of  June, 
about  two  o'clock^  much  fatigued  by  the  heal 
that  had  killed  three  Jews,  and  four  camels* 
The  Alcaide  wiflied  on  our  arrival  to  condudk 
us  to  the  Emperor ;  but  that  prince  had  fet 
eff  in  the  morning  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
twelve  thoufand  men,  to  punilh  the  rebels, 

who 
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Who  had  beat  his  lieutenant,  and  taltea  refuge 
on  Moui^t  Atlas.  The  Emperor  aot  bemg  at 
Morocco^  we  wei%  intrufted  to  the  care  of  tho 
pridls  (^ihe  Spanifli  miSkon^  who  bad  ft  ccii^ 
tent  in  the  quarter  of  tht  Jews. 

The  prior,  replete  with  that  pri^e  fo  nattt-* 
ral  to  his  nation,  treated  ns  with  infupportaUc 
haughtincfs.  He  highlj  extolled  our  good 
iortune  in  experiencing  the  kiadnefs  of  hirf 
ctmmunityj  trea&d  us  rather  like  ikves  thai» 
Chriflians,  and  refufcd  us  eveii  the  thing;i  oF 
the  firft  neoeffity,.  although  M.  Mure,  otir 
▼ice-canful,  had  fcsnt  him  the  montfy  aecef-* 
fary  for  our  ^ants. 

Fortuaattly  the  Edaperor's  abfence  did  not 
kft  long.  His  prefence  had  reduced  ihe  re- 
bels to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;  he  heard  of  our. 
arrival,  wiihed  toi  fee  iis  immediately,,  dnd  on 
the  28th  of  June  we  had  the  happin^^  of  ap^ 
pearing  in  his  prefence.  We  defired  it  ar- 
dently, for  whatever  mi|^t  have  been  the  fate 
refervcd  for  us,  we  ihould,  without  doubt, 
have  preferred  it  to  remaining  with  the  moft 
reverend  f*hers  of  the  Spanifh  miffion. 

When  we  made  our  appearance  at  the  Mtf-- 
fois^  the  Emperor  waa^employed  in  exerdfing 

his 
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His  troops.  He  immediately  put  a  ftop  to 
the:  evolutions,  ordered  u&  to  approach  his  per- 
fon,  fpokc  to  us  with  a  kindnefs  we  little  ex- 
pe'iSled,  queftioned  us  concerning  the  names 
of  the  places  in  which  we  had  been  feparated 
from' our  fellows  ifi  rriisfortune,  and  about 
•thofcof  the  mafter s  to  whoAi they  belonged, 
and  promifed  to  fpnd  us  in  a  (hort  time  to 
France.  He  enquired  into  the  manner  in 
which  we  were  treated  at  the  convent,  and 
on  hearing  our  complaints,  intrufted  us  to  the 
care  of  the  Kailebes  Ba(ha,  making  his  head 
refponfihle  for  any  things  that  miglit:  happen 
to  us. 

-  At  Nforocco  we  found  a  iandfman  of  the 
^rew,  ivho  had  been  taken  by  the  wandering 
Arabs*  for  a  man;  of  a  diftinguilhcii  family. 
They  had. 'conilu£led  him  to  the  Emperor's 
fon  at  Teroydan,  who  had  fcnt  him  to  his 
father. 

We  remained  ei^fit  ^day^  :in  the  city  of 
Morocco,  all  the  inhabitants  fliewing  us 
the  greateft  marks  of  kindnefs.  The  town 
is.  large,  and  populous,  but  ill-built;  the 
boufes  are  very  low,  ^nd  the  ftreets  very  nar- 
row. There  area  number  of  fquares  in  which 

all  bargains  are  made. 

Being 
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Being  the  Emperor's  flayes^  our  perfons 
were  held  facred  by  the  Moors ;'  ^iid  accord- 
ingly we  faw,  without  difficulty,  every  objeA 
of  curiofity  in  the  capital.  Among  the  things 
we  remarked,  was  a  very  lofty  tower,  to  the 
top  of  which  a  man  can  afqend  on  horieback. 
It  is  to  be  feen  at  the  diflance  of  ten  leagues^ 
although  Morocco  is  iituated  in  a  plain* 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  Baflia  having  re- 
ceived orders  to  prepare  his  troops,  we  appeared 
again  before  the  Emperor,  who  gave  us  our 
liberty,  a  piece  of  good  fortune  we  were  far 
from  expefting. 

There  was  a  talk  of  war  with  France  ;  the 
commercial  houfe  at  Mogadore  no    longer 
hoifted  the  white  flag ;  it  was  faid  that  the 
French  were  determined  to  have  /atisfaAion 
for  the  infult  offered  to  M.  Chenier,  conful  at 
Sallee,  whom  the  Emperor  had  driven  from, 
his  prefence  in  the  rudeft  manner.    Me/Irs« 
Cabanes  and  Depras,  of  Mogadore,  were  re-f 
mitting  all  the  money  they  could  to  France, 
and  M.  Royer,  of  Marfeiiles,  had  jufl:  taken* 
Shipping  for  Europe,  and  abandoned  his  houie. 
Thefe  reafons,  that  feemed  likely  to  prolong 
our  fervitude,  were  no  doubt  thofe  that  haf- 

tened 
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On  our  approach  to  R abate,  the  ground  b^. 
ing  marked  out  for  the  encampment,  Sndh 
the  Baiha  having  given  his  orders,  he  took  his 
own  particular  guards,  and  delivered  us  to 
the  governor  of  that  place,  who  immediately 
fent  advice  of  our  arrival  to  M.  Mure,  the 
French  vice-conful. 

That  worthy  and  obliging  Frenchman  came 
to  fee  us.  His  ftifprife  was  great  when  he 
heard  the  honours  with  which  we  had  been 
received  in  all  the  towns  of  Barbary.  Wifh- 
ing  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  a  favourable  mo- 
ment, and  fearing  fome  change  in  the  Em- 
peror's fcntiments,  he  ordered  the  neceffary 
matters  to  be  prepared  for  our  journey,  and 
fent  us  olFfor  Tangier. 

Ribate  and  Sallee  are  two  towns  only  fepa- 
rated  by  the  river,  and  ufually  confounded 
with  one  another.  Rabate,  where  the  French 
couful  and  the  governor  refide,  is  the  mbft 
conliderable  ;  they  are  both  pjived,  and  were 
the  firft  we  had  met  with  that  were. 

Rabatc  has  a  fupply  <Jf-:fre/h  water,  by 
means  of  an  aquedu<9:  conftrufted  by  an  Bng- 
Iijfh  engineer,  which  brings  it  from  a  fource 
at  two  leagues  from  the  town.     There  is  in ' 
this  place  alfo  a  tower,  like  that  of  Morpcco  ; 

it 
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it  ferves  the  inhabitants  tof  difcoVef  the  ffiij[)s 
in  the  offing. 

Sallee  is  a  King's  port ;  there  were  tHree 
fliips  of  eighteen  guns  in  the  rivef^  and  one' oh 
the  ftocks,  being  the  grfcatdfl  part  of  the  na- 
val force  of  Morocco; 

The  efcbrt  which  had  conduced  us  tb  Ra-' 
bale,  having  levied  frcih  troops,  decamped  to 
go  to  the  attack  of  Otan ;   and  wc  fet  oiFoA 
the  25th  of  July  with  new  condu6k6fs. 

The  mules  which  M.  Mure  had  taken  care 
to  provide  for  us,  not  being  able  to  pehfdrm 
the  journey,  wc  Ifeft  three  of  them  at  i  little 
tuinoiis  towh,  it  about  twetity  leagues  diA 
tance  from  Sallee,  and  continued  our  journey 
to  Tatigier,  almoft  always  on  foot^ 

We  arrived  there  on  the  31ft,  and  were 
iiiuch  better  received  by  the  Spanifh  confill^  to 
Whom  We  Were  addreffed/  than  by  the  moiiks" 
of  the  mifIion.He  communicated  the  Emperor's 
ordefS  to  the  gbvernorof  the  place,  who  faci- 
litated the  means  of  our  fetting  ofFfor  Cidiz. 

The  maftcr  of  the  Spanifli  bark^  who  was 
conie  to  Tangier  to  purchafe  poultry  and 
corn,  fet  fail  about  feven  in  the  evening,  and 
abdut  eight  in  the  morning  we  arrived  at  Ca- 
diz* 

F  We 
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We  hoifted  our  ^flag  ;  the  phyficians  came 
on  board  to  vlfit  us,  and  fent  us  to  perform 
(juarantine  on  board  the  Lazaretto,  at  two 
leagues  diftance  from  the  town. '  We-  were 
three  days  in  this  hulk,  without  being  able  to 
fet  a  foot  on  (hore.  At  length  we  difem- 
barked,  ahd  were  placed  in  a  kind  of  barn, 
where  we  were  only  fheltered  from  the  rain. 

On  the  nth  of  Auguft  the  phyficians  came 
again  to.  vifit  us,  gave  us  a  bill  of  health,  and 
we  fet  off  for  Cadiz. 

M.  Boirel,  the  French  vice-conful,  received 
us  well,  fupplied  the  moft  urgent  of  our 
wants,  and  bufied  him(elf  in  the  means  of 
procuring  us  the  moft  fpeedy  return  to  our 
native  places. 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft  I  embarked  on  board 
the  St.  Francois  de  Sales ^  of  about  two  hun- 
dred tons  burthen,  commanded  by  Captain 
Senecal  of  Dunkirk.  Our  paflage  was  long 
and  dangerous,  and  while  it  lafted  I  fuffercd 
a  good  deal,  having  very  little  linen,  and  be- 
ing obliged  to  flcep  on  the  fails  and  cables  be- 
tween decks.  At  length  we  arrived  at  Oftend, 
on  the  nth  of  Oftober,  after  having  been 
five  days  beating  off  the  harbour. 

The 
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The  1 2th  the  captain  conduced  me  to  Dun- 
kirk, and  delivered  me  up  at  the  office  for  re- 
giftered  feamen,  (bureau  de  claffes,)  The 
commiflary  infpefted  my  pafsport  on  the  13th ; 
on  the  14th  I  fet  off  from  Dunkirk,  and  af-, 
ter  being  obliged  to  make  fome  ftay  at  Lifle 
for  want  of  ftrength,  arrived  at  St.  Quentin, 
the  21ft  of  Odober^  1784. 

The  various  digreffions  that  occur  in  thefe 
memoirs,  not  fufficirlg  to  funiifli  a  juft  idea  of 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  countries  I 
have  fpoken  of,  I  have  thought  it  would  not 
be  altogether  ufelefs  to  give  a  few  further  no- 
lions  of  the  people,  among  whom  I  made 
fome  ftay. 


2  A  A  k  A. 

feVERY  body  knows  that  the  people 
'who  inhabit  Barbary,  as  far  as  the  Niger,  are 
"  an  aflemblage  of  various  nations.  The  Moors 
occupy  the  three  kingdoms  of  Sitz,  Fez,  and 
Morocco.  That  part  of  Bilidulgerid  that  is 
wafhed  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  is  inhabited  by 

Fa  the 
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the  native  Arabs,  and  by  the  fugitive  Moors 
from  the  empire  of  Morocco,  too  enlightened 
to  remain  under  the  dominion  of  a  mafter, 
who  rules  over  his  people  with  abfolute  fway, 
and  who  makes  his  fafety  and  happinefs  con- 
fift  in  the  mifery  of  his  fubjefts.  This  mixture 
forms  one  and  the  fame  nation,  known  indif- 
criminately  by  the  appellation  of  Monfele- 
mines. 

Zaara,  as  far  as  the  Niger,  contains  a  va- 
riety of  wandering  nations,  all  proceeding 
from  Arabs,  Moors,  and  fugitive  Portuguefe, 
who  took  refuge  there  when  the  family  of  the 
Sherifs  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Barbary.  All  thefe  people  bear  in- 
difcriminately  the  names  of  Nars,  Moors,  or 
Arabs.  They  are  fubdivided  into  various  na- 
tions, of  which  the  moft  confiderable  are  the 
Mongearts,  Trafars,  and  Bracnars. 

The  firft  of  thefe  three  denominations  is 
a  term  of  contempt  among  the  people  who 
furround  them  ;  no  doubt  becaufe  thofe  who 
bear  it,  lefs  verfed  than  their  neighbours  in 
the  ufe  of  arms,  are  in  general  occupied  by 
the  care  and  the  feeding  of  their  cattle ;  while 
the  Monfelemines,  on  the  contrary,  though 

fliepherds 
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(hepherds  alfo,  are  warriors  to  a  man.  Thefc 
latter,  accuftomed  to  murder  and  pillage, 
take  advantage  of  their  fuperiority  and  num- 
bers to  opprefs  the  former,  who  are  always 
rendered  but  too  wretched  by  the  fterility  of 
the  country  they  inhabit.  Their  climate,  little 
tempting  to  an  invader,  ferves  them,  it  is  true, 
as  a  barrier ;  but  in  the  months  of  Auguft, 
September,  and  0£lober,  when  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  plains  obliges  them  to  take  refuge 
in  the  mountains,  they  are  almoft  fure  of  be- 
coming the  viftims  of  their  neighbours,  who 
pillage  them  without  fcruple,  although  they 
profefs  the  fame  religion. 

The  caufe  of  this  nation's  diftrefs  might 
alfo  be  afcribed  to  another  reafon  ;  I  niean  to 
that  of  religion.  When  the  Sherifs  made 
themfelves  matters  of  the  three  kingdoms  of 
Barbary,  the  Portuguefc  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  evacuated  them,  and  fought  an  alylum 
in  their  native  land  ;  but  the  country  people 
had  not  this  advantage  within  their  reach. 
The  greater  number,  to  preferve  their  lives, 
abjured  theChriftian  religion,  and  were  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  country ;  while  thofe  who 
would  not  embrace  Mahometanifm  were  put 

F3  to 
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to  the  fword  without  mercy.  Not  with  ftand- 
ing  the  change  in  their  religion,  it  was  ftill 
remembered  that  thefe  people  had  been  Chrif- 
tians.  The  conquerors  loaded  them  with 
incejGTant  infults  ;  plundered  their  property  ;| 
carried  off  their  wives,  rayiflied  their  daugh- 
ters, and  behaved  with  the  utmoft  cruelty. 

To  efcape  from  fuch  tyranny  they  took  re- 
fuge in  the  defert,  and  finding  there  fome 
wretched  hordes  of  flothful  Arabs,  were  foou 
incorporated  into  one  and  the  fame  nation. 
The  habit  of  plundering  thefe  poor  people  ha$ 
bqen  handed  do>yn  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, and  unfortunately  is  ftill  but  too  much 
the  pradlice. 

I  will  hot  fpeak  here  of  the  Trafars,  or  of 
the  Bracnars,  any  more  than  of  the  other  na- 
tions fcattered  about  on  the  northern  banks  of 
the  Niger.  Such  information  would  too  nearr 
ly  relate  to  commerce,  of  which  I  referve  a 
fuccindt  mention  for  the  moment  when  I  fliair 
treat  of  the  Moorifti  and  Negro  races,  who 
carry  on  the  trade  of  Senegal,  no  hiftorian 
having  as  yet  given  certain  accounts  pf  them. 

It  is   not  poflible  that  a  people,  for  ever 
wandering,  and  fugitive,  and  compofed  of  a 

mixture 
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mixture  of  various  nations,  that  does  not  even 
form  a  diftinft  and  feparate  body,  fhould  do 
otherwife  than  adopt  a  part  of  the  ufages  and 
fuperflition  of  their  neighbours,  whatever  may 
t)C  their  way  of  thinking :  they  have  how- 
ever only  the  name  and  appearance  of  Maho- 
metans. The  principles  of  the  natural  reli- 
gion are  obfervable  in  their  cuftoms,  and  evi- 
dent in  almoft  all  their  anions. 

Religion,  according  to  thefe  people,  is  Ma- 
hometanifm  in  all  its  purity.  They  offer  up 
prayers  three  times  a  day,  fometimes  oftener ; 
but  they  are  never  pronounced  in  public,  un- 
lefs  when  a  Mahometan  priefl  is  with  the 
horde,  who  feldom  comes  but  upon  account 
of  the  children's  education.  Then  all  the 
Arabs  affemble  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  place 
themfelves  in  a  line,  turn  to  the  eaft,  and, 
wanting  water  in  the  defert,  rub  their  face 
and  arms  with  fand,  while  the  prieft  recites 
aloud  the  general  prayer ;  it  is  the  fame  as 
that  which  is  rehearled  by  the  public  crier  on 
the  mofques  in  the  civilifed  countries. 

The  priefts  are  employed  in  travelling  about 
the  country  to  inftru£t  the  children.  There 
is  nothing  like  force  in  their  education.     The 
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Arabs  of  the  defert  arc  even  ignorant  of  thd 
cuftom  of  conftraining  wills. 

The  little  boys  meet  in  the  morning  of  their 
own  accord,  at  the  place  of  inftruftion,  which 
is  to  them  a  place  of  recreation.  They  go 
there  with  a  fmall  board  infcribed  with  th« 
Arabic  characters,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Koran.  The  biggeft,  and  the  beft  informec^i 
receive  their  leflbns  direCkly  from  the  priefts, 
iind  afterwards  communicate  them  to  their 
fellows. 

The  children  themfelves  teach  one  ano-? 
ther  to  read ;  nor  are  they  ever  CQrce£ted. 
It  would  be  a  crinje  to  beat  a  child,  who,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  received  ideas,  has  not  fuffi- 
cient  reafbn  to  diftinguifh  good  from  evil. 

This  opinion  induces  thefe  people  to  hold 
the  fame  conduct  in  regard  to  thofe  who  hare 
the  misfortune  to  be  ill-treated  by  nature. 
The  deaf,  the  dumb,  and  the  mad,  enjoy  the 
fame  privileges ;  thpy  are  confidered  as  beings 
already  fo  unfortunate  from  their  fituation, 
that  their  defires  are  fatisfied  with  a  blind  com- 
plaifance.  This  cuftom  is  invariable  among 
all  the  Mahometans. 
No  difference  exifls  among  the  civilized  na- 
tions, 
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tions,  tmlcfs  it  be  in  refpcft  to  the  age  at  which 
a  child  may  be  I'ubjefted  to  colTcftion.  In  the 
dcfert  it  is  never  allowed  at  all.  Nature,  left 
to  herfelf  and  the  force  of  example,  are  the 
only  education  in  a  country  where  the  lame 
principles  and  fame  errors  are  common  to  alll 
If  the  child  gets  tired  of  the  places  of  public 
inftru6tion,  he  quits  them  at  pleafure,  and 
without  feeling  conftraint,  or  hearing  reproach, 
goes  and  employs  himfelf  in  tending  his  fa- 
ther's flocks  :  and  accordingly  there  are  very 
few  among  them  who  can  read. 

Thofe  who  perfevere  in  the  ftudy  of  the  Ko  - 
ran  are  made  priefts,  after  having  paft  an  ex- 
amination before  the  learned  elders,  and  enjoy 
the  grcateft  public  confideration.  They  have 
no  need  of  cattle,  thofe  of  the  nation  being 
their's,  they  find  their  fubfiftence  every 
where. 

It  is  generally  at  feven  or  eight  years  of  age 
that  children  undergo  the  painful  operation  of 
circumcifion.  Their  head  is  alfo  Ihaved,  no- 
thing being  left  but  four  locks  of  hair,  one  of 
which  is  cut  off  in  a  meeting  of  the  family,  at 
each  remarkable  a£lion  performed  by  the 
phild* 

If 
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If,  at  the  age  of  twelve  6r  thirteen,  he  kill 
a  wild  boar,  or  other  beaft  of  prey,  that  fliould 
fall  upon  his  flock,  he  lofes  one  of  his  locks. 
If,  in  the  paflage  of  a  river,  a  camel  be  car- 
ried away  by  the  ftream,  and  he  fave  it  by 
fwimming  to  its  afiiftance,  another  is  cut  off. 
.  If  he  kill  a  lion,  a  tiger,  or  a  warrior  of  an 
hoftile  nation,  in  a  furprife  or  an  attack^  he 
is  confidered  as  a  man,  and  his  head  is  entirely 
fhaved. 

Seldom  does  an.  Arab  reach  the  age  of 
twenty,  without  having  deferved  this  honour, 
for  as  they  are  afhamed  of  being  treated  like 
children,  they  expofe  themfelves  to  the  greateft 
dangers  to  obtain  it. 

.  Their  knowledge,  their  wants,  and  their 
laws,  being  very  circumfcribed,  it  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  the  children  (hould  talk  with  the 
men,  and  keep  up  a  regular  converfation.. 
Age  and  experience  are  of  no  ufe  where  there 
is  no  need  of  much  information  to  attain  a 
perfecSt  knowledge  of  the  cuftoms  of  their  na- 
tions;  hence  arifes  that  boldnefs^  that  va- 
lour, and  that  temerity,  which  fo  well  become 
a  man,  and  which  no  people  poffefs  in  fo 
high  a  degree  as  thefe  favages. 

Thf 
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The  laws  of  hofpitality  are  obferved  in  Za- 
ara,  in  the  largeft  feiife  of  the  v/ord.  Scarcely 
does  a  ftranger  appear  before  the  tents, 
when  the  firft  perfon  who  perceives  him, 
points  out  the  tent  to  which  he  is  to  go.  If 
the  mafter  be  not  there,  the  wife  or  the  flave 
advances  to  meet  him,  flops  him  at  twenty 
paces  diftance,  and  brings  him  a  draught  of 
milk  for  his  refrelhment.  His  camels  are 
then  unloaded,  his  efFedls  are  ranged  around 
him,  a  mat,  of  wiiich  the'  owner  deprives 
himfelf,  is  given  him,  with  whatever  elfe  is 
neceflary  to  guard  him  from  the  injuries  of  the 
air. 

His  arms  are  taken  and  depofited  near  thofc 
of  the  mafter  of  the  tent,  either  that  they  may 
not  fufFer  from  the  dew,  or  to  guard  againft 
ill  intentioos  on  the  part  of  a  man  unknown. 
A  rcpaft  is  then  prepared  for  him.  If  there 
be  nothing  in  the  tent,  as  often  happens,  fomc 
viduals  are  fpeedily  procured  from  the  neigh- 
bouring ones.  The  traveller  is  always  furc 
of  having  fomething,  for  rather  than  let  him 
want,  his  hofts  would  go  without  a  fupper 
themfelves. 

The  duties  of  hofpitality  are  fo  great,  and 

fo 
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fo  much  refpcifled,  that  fhould  an  enemy 
have  wounded,  or  even  killed  the  mafter  of  a 
tent,  would  there  rneet  with  a  facred  and 
inviolable  afylum,  although  furrounded  by 
thofe  who  muft  naturally  defire  his  ruin. 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  one 
pointed  out.  ,But  as  his  gains  are  not  greater 
than  thofe  of  the  reft,  he  could  not,  if  cus- 
tom had  not  provided  for  it,  entertain  at  his 
expenfc,  all  the  ftrangers  that  happen  to 
pafs ;  nor  could  he  fupport  himfelf  and  his 
flaves,  fince  he  is  for  ever  occupied  by  the  af- 
fairs of  his  horde.  Every  tent  contributes  to 
his  ftock  of  proviiions.  Each  individual  ge- 
nerally furnifliing  him  two  pounds  of  ground 
barley  per  week,  which  is  a  great  advantage  to 
him,  efpecially  when  he  happens  to  have  few 
travellers  to  entertain.  As  the  richeft  in  cattle 
is  generally  chofen  for  chief,  he  has  plenty  of 
riiilk  ;  but  in  cafe  of  need  he  would  obtain  a 
fupply  any  where. 

Different  from  the  other  Arabs,  their  neigh- 
bours, the  Mongearts,  trouble  nobody  on  the 
fcore  of  religion.  The  only  one  they  do  not 
tolerate  is  the  Jewifh  ;  no  doubt  on  account 
of  their  anceftors*  prejudices,  who  followed 

the 
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the  cuftoms  of  the  Portuguefe.  None  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  is  found  among  them  ;  and  if 
a  Jew  had  the  misfortune  to  enter  their  ter- 
ritory, and  to  be  taken  there,  he  would  to  a 
certainty  be  burnt  alive.  It  is  very  eafy  to 
know  them  by  their  faces,  and  by  the  diftinc- 
tive  drefs  they  are  obliged  towear  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  Barbary,  where  they  are 
in  great  numbers. 

Infinite  refpedl  is  paid  to  all  pld  men,  what- 
ever be  their  family.  They  enjoy  the  fam« 
prerogatives  as  the  priefts,  and  equal  confidera* 
tion  with  them  and  the  Arabs  who  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  vifit  the  tomb  of  Maho- 
met at  Mecca. 

The  latter  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  appella- 
tion of  &W/,  which  fignifies  mafter,  ^  whilfc 
the  reft  of  the  nation  only  bear  the  diftin£live 
names  they  received  at  their  birth.  If  it  hap- 
pen that  two  individuals  of  the  fame  family 
have  the  fame  name,  they  are  diftinguifhed 
by  that  of  their  father  ;  for  inftance,  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco*s  true  name  is  Mohammet, 
but  as  he  might  be  confounded  with  many 
other  Moors,  who  bear  that  name,  he  is  gene- 
rally called  Ben  Abddla. 

The 
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The  old  men,  as  well  as  the  chiefs  of  hordes^ 
are  the  judges  of  the  nation.  They  take  cog- 
nizance of  all  differences,  the  pain  of  death 
being  the  only  one  '  they  cannot  pronounce* 
An  affembly  of  feveral  chiefs  of  the  horde  is 
neceflary  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  as  the  accufed 
tas  generally  a  number  of  friends,  it  feldom 
happens  that  he  undergoes  a  capital  punifli- 
ment*  The  old  men  pronounce  judgment 
without  appeal,  and  their  decifions  are  inftantly 
executed. 

A  war  between  two  nations  feldom  hap- 
pens :  the  different  families  deflroy  one  ano- 
ther faft  enough  in  their  intefline  broils; 
however  when  thefe  people  are  obliged  to  take 
refuge  on  the  Atlas  Mountains  topafs  the  bad 
leafon,  they  affemblc  in  the  greateft  numbers 
poffible,  and  march  in  military  order :  fhep- 
herds  or  warriors  fthefe  words  are  fynoni- 
mous)  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  is  armed, 
and  advances  bravely  to  battle.  They  choofc 
chiefs  to  command  them,  and  pay  them  the 
moft  implicit  obedience. 
'  The  expedition  being  finilhed,  the  chief  has 
no  longer  any  authority,  but  over  his  parti- 
cular horde;  for  it  is  commonly  from  among 
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the  heads  of  hordes  that  the  general  is  chofen. 
On  the  march,  the  captives  and  women  drive 
the  cattle,  and  are  followed  by  the  men  in 
readinefs  for  aftion.  When  the  horfe,  who 
are  on  the  look  out,  perceive  any  thing,  the 
whole  caravan  halts,  and  prepares  for  com- 
bat. 

It  is  never  bloody.  If  the  aggreflbrs  are 
the  ftronger,  they  content  themfelves  with 
the  plunder  of  the  baggage ;  if  they  think 
their  ftrength  inferior,  they  do  not  attack  at 
all.  They  encamp  every  night,  and  place 
centinels  in  the  front,  who  call  out  to  prove 
their  vigilance.  This  method  is  not  very' 
prudent;  but  as  their  enemies  do  the  fame, 
they  diftinguifh  one  another  from  afar.  I  was 
much  f^rprized  at  finding  this  cuftom  prevail 
among  the  difciplined  troops  of  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco. 

War  is  not  the  moft  formidable  fcourge  that 
affliiSts  this  nation ;  for  there  is  always  little 
blood  fpilt  in  their  battles.  Much  greater  ra* 
vages  are  made  by  their  private  quarrels.  They 
are  all  thieves ;  nay  theft  is  in  a  manner  au- 
thorized by  the  laws.  All  that  is  neceflary  to 
pradifc  it  with  impunity,  is  to  avoid  profecu- 

tion. 
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tioQj  by  taking  care  not  to  be  caught  nftit6 
faff.  It  is  true  that  theft  is  fcverely  puniflied, 
if  an  Arab  rob  another  of  his  own  horde ;  but 
to  be  puniflied,  he  muft  be  detcfted  at  the  very 
momenta 

Theft  is  only  a  crime  in  the  day-tim6,  at 
night  it  is  authorized  by  law ;  no  doubt  by 
way  of  obii^ng  them  to  take  the  greater  care 
of  their  cattle.  If  they  could  complain  when 
robbed  by  night,  they  would  be  lefs  upon 
their  guard,  and  their  herds  would  be  mord 
cxpofed  to  the  voracity  of  the  wild  beafts  that 
over-run  the  country.  Obliged,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  be  on  their  guard,  even  againft 
their  neighbours,  they  are  always  ready  to  rc^ 
pel  the  fa vage  animals,  which  frequently  come 
to  attack  their  cattle.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  in  the  evening  the  women  and  children 
take  the  greateft  care  to  put  in  the  tent  all 
fuch  articles  as  might  be  carried  off. 

If  one  of  their  neighbours  or  friends  conio 
to  vifit  thend,  they  f\lrround  him,  and  keep 
an  eye  on  all  his  motioils.  The  difficulty  of 
taking  any  of  the  few  things  that  can  be  car-^ 
ried  away,  without  being  feen^  and  the  pu-' 
niftiment  that  attends  the  crime,  if  deteftedf 
prevent  robberies  from  being  frequent. 

When 
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When  any  thing  is  flolen  unperceived  it  be* 
longs  to  the  thief ;  in  vain  would  the  ovmct 
recognize  his  own  proj^erty  in  his  neighbour's 
tent^  he  cannot  reclaim  it ;  it  ceafes  to  be 
his  from  the  moment  he  has  been  tiegligent 
in  its  care.  Hence  arifes  this  peoples'  inofina- 
tion  for  rapine ;  they  do  not  think  they  com- 
mit a  crime,  and  only  follow,  in  this  regard, 
a  cuftom  allowed  by  their  lawsi/ 

When  an  Arab  is  going  to  market,  or  on 
his  return  from  thehce^  if  he  do  not  take  the 
greateft  care  to  keep  his  journey  a  fecret,  he 
is  often. attacked.'  Neighbouring  Arabs,  are 
delirous  of  profiting  by  his.induftry^  and  as 
there  are  no  pcrfons  in  the  country  appointed 
to  apprehend  robbers,  the  hope  of  booty  fpurs 
them  on  to  the  attack.  That  they  may  have 
nothing  to  fear,  they  lay  in  wait,  when  the 
night  is  coming  on,  for  him  they  mean  to 
pillage. 

Their  intention  is  nev6r  to  kill ;  they  only 
endeavour  to  furprife,  to  dlfarm,  and  to  make 
thcmfelves  maftcrs  of  every  thing  that  comes 
in  their  way.  But  it  forhetimes  happens  that 
the  man  they  intend  to  plunder,  being  ac- 
i^uainted   with  the  cuftoms  of  his  country, 
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l^eps  an  attentive  ear,  fiends  on  his  guarcf^ 
fires  upon  his  ailailants  at  the  firft  motion  he 
obfervcs,  aiid  then  fights  de{perately  with  his 
dagger-  The  report  of  the  mulBcct  almoft  al- 
ways brings  out  the  ijeighbouring  Arabs, 
who,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  of  hofpitalitj,  take 
the  defence  of  the  weaker  fide.  They  run  up 
well  armed,  and  then  woe  to  the  aggreffors^ 
if  they  do  not  fave  themfelvea  by  a  fpeedjr 
flight. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  little  matters  whofelk;  the 
afiair  ends  there ;  the  dead  man  pafles  for  the 
aggreflbr ;  nor  do  the  family  ever  fcek  for 
vengeance.  They  content  dieaxfelTes  with 
burying  the  dead  where  they  were  killed, 
turning  their  heads  to  the  eaft,  and  heaping 
up  all  the  Aones  at  hand  upon  their  tomb.- 

The  chiefs  of  hordes  are  always  the  eldeft  of 
their  families.  The  difference  of  wealth  is 
not  confidered ;  the  chief  often  having  feveral 
individuals  at  his  houfe  richer  than  himfelf, 
who  neverthelefs  obey  him  in  every  particular ; 
he  is,  properlyfpeaking,  their  King;  examines 
their  difference  with  the  old  men,  and  judges 
without  appeal.  As  to  himfelf,  he  cannot  be 
tidied,  but  by  the  chiefs  of  feveral  hordes  af- 
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femblcd.  It  is  his  bufirtefs  to  determine  the 
ij)ots  where  the  tents  are  to  be  pitched^  the 
moment  of  departure,  and  the  place  where  the 
craravan  is  to  flop.  If  the  pafturjige  db  not  fuf- 
iSce  for  the  herds  ofall  fhe  horde,  it  divides,,  and 
the  chief  afligns  the  ground  for  the  different 
Encampments.  They  are  very  often  compofed 
bf  no  more  than  feven  or  eight  tentfe,  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  ground  they  meet  with* 

The  tent  of  the  chief  is  always  the  krgeft 
and  moft  lofty,  and  is  placed  in:  the  centre  of 
the  diviftoiis.  When  it  is  detSermined  upon 
to  quit  an  encampment,  which  litever  happens; 
titl  the  paftufe  is  exhaufted,  the  chief  fcts  ofF 
to  choofe  another  fpot. 

In  thefe  removals  the  wofAen  alone  do  all 
the  Work;  Early  in  the  morning  they  fold 
iip  the  tent,  and  load  every  thing  upon  the 
camels'  backs  ;  they  then  move  flowly  on,, 
that  the  cattle  may  have  time  to  feed  upoa 
thfe  way. 

The  negro  flaves  cond'uft  the  herds,  the 
Women,  and  the  camels  ;  while  the  Arabs 
fcour  the  country  in  the  front,  to  give  fecu- 
rity  to  the  march.  Some  few  remain  behind, 
iftiat  in  cafe  a  goat,  a  (hfcep,  or  a  camel,  (hould 
chance  to  ftray,  they  may  recover,  and  lead 
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it  back  to  its  mailer.  The  march  in  general 
does  not  exceed  five  or  fix  hours  duration. 

It  often  happens  indeed  that  the  fpot  af-* 
figned  for  the  pitching  of  the  tents  has  been 
ill  explored,  and  that  other  hordes  have  been 
lately  encamped  there;  in  this  cafe  they 
are  obliged  to  fet  off  anew,  and  feek  better 
fortune  elfewherel  This  happens  moft  com- 
monly in  the  feafon  when  water  begins  to 
fail. 

As  there  is  fcarcely  any  in  Zaara,  the  inha- 
bitants are  particularly  careful  to  make  great 
holes,  from  diftance  to  diftance,  by  way  of 
coUeifting  the  rain  water,  which,  ftagnant 
and  putrid  as  it  is,  is  the  only  drink  man  or 
beaft  can  hope  for. 

There  are  very  few  cows  or  oxen  in  the 
defert,  except  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger ; 
this  is  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  water,  for  there 
is  no  want  of  pafture  laiKl. 

The  flocks  and  herds  of  the  Mongearts  are 
compofed  of  nothing  but  (heep,  goats  and  ca- 
mels, all  animals  patient  of  thirft.  Horfes  are 
alfo  very  fcarce  in  thefe  cantons,  none  but  the 
ponTefiTors  of  numerous  herds  being  able  to 
keep  thcrr.y  becaufc  for  want  of  water  it  is  ne- 
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ceflary  to  have  milk  in  fufEcient  abundance 
to  give  It  them  to  drink.  Great  care  is  taken 
to  preferve  the  camel's  urine,  both  to  mix  with 
milk,  and  to  wafli  the  different  VefTels  in 
which  they  put  their  food.  Deteftableas  is  this 
mixture  of  milk  and  urine,  they  are  often  re- 
duced to  the  ufe  of  it ;  hunger  and  thirft  give 
a  rclifh  to  every  thing ;  multa  cogitfacere  ne- 
cejfttas. 

The  only  workmen  ufeful  to  this  nation, 
are  blackfmiths  or  goldfmiths,  as  they  may  be 
called  indifferently.  The  Mongearts  not  be- 
ing fufBciently  laborious  to  apply  themfelves 
to  fuch  occupations,  thefe  workmen  come 
from  Bilidulgerid,  and  difperfe  themfelves  all 
over  the  different  parts  of  the  defert.  Where- 
cver  there  are  tents  they  are  fure  to  find  work. 

Th^y  are  fed  for  nothing,  and  receive  be  ^ 
fides  the  hire  for  their  labour.  They  make 
trinkets  for  the  women,  fuch  as  ear-rings  and 
bracelets,  &c.  mend  the  broken  vefTels,  by 
ri vetting  them,  and  clean  the  arms. 

They  are  generally  paid  in  Ikins,  goats  and 
camels  hair,  or  oftrich  feathers,  according 
to  their  agreement.  Thofe  who  have  filver 
pay  them  a  tenth  part  of  it's  weight  for  any 
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thing  wrought  out  of  that  meta|.  Orj  thetf 
icturn  thc^  fell  wh^t  they  have  earned  ;  four 
or  five  excurfions  at  mod  enabling  them  to} 
live  afterwards  at  jtheir  eafe,  in  their  owq 
country. 

The  MongeartSi,  however,  ftand  in  peed  of 
other  merchandife,  fuch  as  (hoes,  and  articles 
of  drefs,  but  they  hav|B  no  artifans  of  their  pwu 
nation.  Wretched  fandals  are  their  oply  nia- 
nufa^ure ;  their  other  wants  they  fupply  by 
going  in  caravans  to  Bilidulgerid,  or  to  th^ 
.Trafar?,  a  nation  of  Moors  that  inhabit  th<; 
northern  banks  of  the  Niger.  They  give  ^ 
part  of  their  cattle  in  exchange. 

Thpfc  whofe  herds  are  barely  fufficient 
for  their  fubfiftence,  go-without  thefe  articles; 
goat-ikins,  fewed  together,  ferve  thenx  as  a 
drefs,  and  prote^  ithem  from  the  yiciflitudes 
of  the  feafons. 

When  they  Can  procure  the  fluff  called 
'puinea  blues,  for  >fliirts,  they  do  not  let  flip 
jthe  opportunity;  it  is  the  height  of  their 
finery;  hut  when  that  is  not  to  be  had  they 
jvear  woollen  ones  ;  having  befides  a  haick,  or 
kind  of  blanket,  five  ells  long,  and  five  quar- 
ters wide,   and  a  cloak  of  cameVs  hair,  to 
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fcccp  off  the  dew  or  raiii  on  the  road,  ^or  dur- 
f  ug  the  night. 

None  but  thetnoft  wealthy  Can  procure 
this  latter  article  ;  the  reft  imitating  it  with 
goat-lkins,  and  wrapping  a  roll  of  linen,  or 
other  Auff  round  their  heads,  in  the  form  of  a 
turban ;  this  ufage  is  however  only  followed 
hy  the  priefts,  or  thoie  who  have  made  a  pil- 
grimage to  Mecca. 

They  always  carry  a  littie  leathern  bag,  fiif- 
pended  from  their  neck,  in  which  they  put 
iheir  tinder,  their  :pipe,  and  their  tobacca 
Their  daggers  are  elegant ;  the  hilt  is  always 
i)lack,  and  inlaid  with  ivory ;  the  blade  is 
.crooked,  and  fharp  on  either  fide ;  the  fheath 
is  of  brafs  on  one  fide,  and  of  filver  on  the 
other^  and  of  very  tolerable  workmanfliip. 
They  wear  fabres  when  they  can  get  them, 
and  prefer  thofe  of  Spanish  make.  Their 
mOikets  are  always  highly  ornamented  ;  the 
^ock  is  very  fmall^  and  inlaid  on  every  fide 
with  ivory,  and  the  barrel  embofiTed  with 
4>fafs  or  filuer,  according  to  the  opulence  of 
the  owner.  There  is  a  fpring  to  the  lock,  co- 
vering the  priming,  to  prevent  the  piece  fronot 
-goijig  off,  Gpotrary  to  the  intention  of  him 
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who  carries  it.  The  poor,  who  do  not  poflfefii 
mulkcts,  wear  daggers,  made  like  theFlemifh 
knives,  with  leathern  fheaths.  They  arm  them- 
fdves  alfo  with  a  thick  ftick,  to  the  end  of 
which  they  fix  a  kind  of  iron  wedge.  This 
weapon  is  exceedingly  dangerous  at  clofe  quar- 
ters. Others  carry  s^gays.  In  a  word,  the  prinr 
cipial  riches  of  an  Arab,  and  his  higheft  gratifi- 
cations, are  ahandfome  muiket  and  a  good  dag- 
ger. He  prefers  them  to  neatnefs  of  apparel ; 
for  as  to  drefs,it  is  indifferent  to  him,  whether 
he  be  cloathed  in  Guinea  blues,  woollen  ftuffi, 
or  goat-lkins.  Their  arms  being  their  principal 
ornament,  they  take  particular  care  to  put 
the  mulkets  in  leathern  bags,  by  way  of  keep- 
ing them  in  good  order,  and  preferving  theni 
from  the  ruft. 

Accuftomed  to  live  on  milk,  and  the  corn 
they  procure  from  their  neighbours,  thefe 
people  are  entirely  taken  up  with  the  care  of 
their  cattle  :  agriculture  is  totally  out  of  the 
qucftion,  and  they  are  even  fo  flothful  as  not 
to  provide  their  food  till  urged  by  hunger. 
Then  perhaps  it  is  npt  to  be  had,  and  they 
are  obliged  to  be  contented  with  milk,  which, 
very  fortunately,  is  always  in  abundance. 

While 
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While  the  women  are  employed  in  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  the  negroes  and  children  of  the 
Arabs  tend  the  flocks.  They  leave  the  tents 
about  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning,  and  do  not 
return  till*  the  evening,  the  children  of  the 
Arabs  who  have  no  flaves  taking  care  to  carry 
viftuals  with  them.  The  women  would  be 
beat,  if  they  did  not  prqvide  them  with  food. 
As  to  the  negroes,  they  fet  off  failing.  It  is 
true,  that  however  favage  be  the  country,  they 
are  fure  of  meeting  with  roots,  fuch  as  truf- 
fles, and  fweet  potatoes,  and  with  a  red  fruit, 
much  imaller  than  jujubes^  btit  of  the  lame 
tafte.  Many  other  wild  plants,  that  afford 
nourifhment  are  alfo  to  be  met  with. 

As  to  the  men,  they  go  either  to  the  places 
pf  aflembly  of  feveral  hordes,  or  to  the  public 
markets,  where  they  procure  every  thing 
they  want  for  their  houfehold,  or  for  hunting; 
the  game  they  are  ^he  fondeft  df  purfuing  is 
the  oftrich,  becaufe  it  affords  the  moft  food 
and  profit.  As  horfes  are  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  for  this  fpecies  of  hunting,  it  is  under- 
taken by  horfemen  alone,  who  go  out  twenty 
together,  and  ride  againft  the  wind  at  about  a' 
quarter  of  a  league  diftance,  behind  one  ano-* 

then 
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ther,    Tfaey  rxxfti  upoa  th«  animal  as  fooa  as 
they  perceive  it. 

The  oftrich,  bciag  unable  to  make  ufe  of 
it's  wings  agaioft  the  wind,  turns  towards 
tbero,  and  eaiily  avoids  the  firf):  •horfemaa» 
If  it's  agility  fave  it  from  the  fecoad  aad  third, 
k  is  impoffible  for  k  to  efcape  the  r<il.  They 
feidom  have  recourfeto  their  mu&et  to  knock 
k  down ;  a  ftick^  about  two  feet  in  lengthy 
fufficing  to  bring  it  to  tlje  ground.  They 
then  lofe  no  time  in  killing  it,  pluck  out  it*s 
feathers,  divide  them  as  well  as  the  fleih,  and 
retire  each  to  his  fantxily,  where  they  do  not 
i^il  to  regale  themfelves  with  the  produce  of 
their  fport. 

When  a  number  of  Mongearts  have  join- 
ed in  an  affociation  for  hunting,  j^Uaging 
their  enemies,  or  trade,  they  divide  the  booty 
or  property  acquired,  into  as  many  Ihares  as 
there  are  perfons  to  partake  of  it;  then,  to 
avoid  all  difpute,  each  putting  fomething  or 
other  into  the  Ikirt  of  a  pagne^  mingle  them 
together,  and  the  firft  child,  woman,  m 
ftranger,  who  happens  to  pafs,  takes  theCe 
effects,  which  he  knows  nothing  about,  and 
lays  one  upon  ea::h  (hare.    Every  one  recog-^ 

nizes, 
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ifiizes  his  own,  and  happy  is  he  who  has  the 
l;irgeft  lot.  This  (imple  and  natural  mode  of 
l^ivifion  fayes  them  an  infinite  number  of  dif- 
putes.  The  market-women  in  Brittany,  fol- 
low the  farnc  cuftom,  and  never  have  any 
contention  about  their  ihares. 

When  the  tents  are  feparated  b^  families^ 
for  the  greater  covenience  of  pafturc,  the  men 
and  boys,  great  and  fmall,  alfemble  at  the  fet-- 
ting  of  the  fun,  €)n  the  hill  the  neareft  at  hand 
to  their  refpeftive  herds,  and  there  exercife 
themfelves  in  their  different  fports  of  dexterity 
or  flrength,  or  join  in  a  dance.  Generally 
there  arc  two  or  three  negro  muficians  with 
them,  who^  with  their  favage  mufic,  excite 
their  hearts  to  joy.  They  remain  in  thefe  af- 
iemblics  till  near  midnight,  when  they  retire 
to  their  tents  to  fcek  repofe. 

On  Friday,  their  great  feftival,  feveral 
hordes  aflibmble,  and  pafs  the  whole  day  in  di- 
yerfionsof  various  kinds  ;  they  ride  races,  ex- 
ercife themfelves  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  emu- 
late  one  another  in  thefe  public  (ports. 

It  is  in  thefe  aifemblies  that  the  mod  pro- 
miiiag  youths  diAinguifh  themfelves.  They 
attrad  the  attention  of  all  the  fpedators,  and 

in 
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in  ftate  concerns  the  moft  expcnenced  are 
chofen  to  watch  over  the  common  weal.  It 
is  alfo  from  among  thefe  young  men  that  is 
feleft^d  the  advanced  guard  that  marches  be- 
fore the  caravan  in  the  rainy  fealbn. 

All  the  riches  of  the  Mongearts  confift  in 
their  herds,  and  accordingly  they  take  the 
greateft  care  to  preferve  them.  If  a  beaft  be 
lick,  every  thing  is  done  to  cure  it ;  no  care 
is  fpared  ;  it  is  even  treated  with  more  atten- 
tion than  a  man ;  but  when  it  evidently  ap- 
pears that  there  is  no  hope  of  faving  it's  life, 
they  kill  and  eat  it.  If  it  be  a  camel,  the 
neighbours  are  called  in  to  partake  of  the  rc- 
paft,  if  a  goat,  the  inhabitants  of  the  tent 
fufficc  for  it*s  confumption. 

An  animal  that  dies  without  fhedding  blood 
is  unclean.  lt*s  throat  muft  be  cut ;  the  per- 
{on  who  kills  it  turning  to  the  eaft,  and  pro- 
nouncing beforehand  the  firft  words  of  the  ge^ 
neral  prayer. 

An  animal  killed  by  a  wild  boar  is  unclean ; 
nor  is  it  eaten  although  it's  blood  has  been 
fhed,  becaufe  the  wild  boar  is  itfelf  an  unclean 
beaft.  That  fpecies  is  fo  numerous  in  the  de- 
fert  that  thcv  do  more  mifchief  than  all  the 

other 
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other  wild  beafts  together.  The  Arabs  kill 
as  many  as  they  can ;  but  never  tafte  their 
flefh. 

Whatever  loffes  an  Arab  may  meet  with,  he 
is  never  heard  to  complain  ;  he  rifes  fuperioF 
to  poverty,,  fupports  hunger,  thirft  arid  far- 
tigue,  with  patience,  and  his  courage  is  proof 
agaipft  every  event.  '  God  will  have  it  fb^ 
fays  he  ;  he  employs  y,  however,  every  means 
in  his  power  to  avert  misfortune ;  and  often 
expofes  himfelf  tothe  greateft  dangers  to  pro- 
cure matters  of  no  real  utility. 

When  a  father  6f  a  family  dies,  all  the  ef- 
fefts  in  his  tent  are  feized  upon  by  the  jsldeft 
ion  prefent  at  his  deceafe.  Gold,  (ilver, 
trinkets,  every  thing  difappears,  and  the  ab- 
sent children  have  only  an  equal  Iharb  in  the 
divifion  of  the  cattle  and  the  flaves.  The 
girls  are  entirely  excluded  from  all  parti* 
cipation,  and  take  up  their  refiddnce  with  iheir 
cldeft  brother. 

If  the  decealed  leave  children  in  helplefs  in- 
fancy, the  mother  takes  them  with  her  to 
her  fitter's,  if  <he  have  a  fifter  married ;  if 
not,  to  her  own  niaternal  roof.  The  dead 
man's  pofleffions,  however,  are  not  loft ;   the 

chief 


chief  of  rhtf  horde  takes  care  of  them,  and  diei- 
livers  them  in  equal  portions  W  the  heif Sj  a$ 
foon  as  they  are  old  enougte  to  manage  their 
eWn  prdperty.  If  an  Arab  die  without  male 
children,  his  wifd  returns  to  her  i^latiohs^ 
and  his  brother  inherits  his  effedls. 

The  women  are  ttiuch  more  rgfpefteci^ 
atttoftg  tht  Mottgearts  than  among  the  heigh- 
bouring  nations  ^  thfcy  are  hevertbelefs  iii 
a  ftate  of  fubjeftion  that  nearly  approaches 
flavcry.  They  are  obliged  to  prepare  the 
food,  to  fpin  the  goats*  and  cameh  hair,  of 
which  thd  tents  a^e  made,  to  ttiilk  the  cattle, 
to  pick  up  the  neceflkry  fupply  of  wood  for 
the  night,  and  tt^hen  the  hotit  of  repaft  ii 
come,  that  is  t6'  fay,  the  fettimg  of  the  fun,* 
they  wait  upoh  their  huftiands^ 

All  the  freemen  arid  (laves  of  the  feitie  reli- 
gion eat  together,  the  remains  ferving  for 
the  women.  Thoft  who  have  negrefles  are 
always  idle,  and  have  nothing  to  do  but  to* 
give  their  orders;  the  greater  number  are  in 
this  predicament,  none  but  the  families  who' 
have  fuftained  loffes  being  deftitute  of  flaves, 
and  hence  it  is  that  the  women' arc  almoft  al- 
ways unemployed. 

Although 
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Altibough  polygamy  be  authorifcJ  by  their 
religion,  few  Arabs  however  take  more  thah 
one  Wife.  They  repudiate  her,  it  is  true,  aC 
will,  when  (he  does  not  bear  them  boys,  but 
then  (he  is  free  to  live  with  another  man ;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  (he  have  the  good  fortune 
to  have  one  or  more  male  children,  her  huf^* 
band's  regard  for  her  is,  inconceivable.  Sh* 
has  no  longer  a  divorce  to*  fear,  has  an  ablo^ 
lute  authority  -in  the  tent,  and  paffes  her 
whole  time  in  c6nverfation,  (Iccp,  or  dancings 
as  (he  thinks  fit.  The  captive  negrefles  dd 
all  her  work,  and  are  no  longer  a(&(led  in 
their  labour  by  the  Arab's  wife,  who  treats 
them  on  the  contrary  with  the  greateft  hadh« 
ne(s  and  arrogance. 

'When  a  woman  is  not  agreeable  to  her  huf* 
band,  or  when  he  is  difagreeable  to  her,  they 
have  it  in  their  power  to  part.  The  fornu- 
lity  in  this  cafe  confifts  in  the  wife's  retiring 
to  her  parents.  If  the  hufband  be  attached  to 
her  he  goes  thither  in  queft  of  her ;  but  if 
flie  perlift  in  refufing  to  return  (he  is  free, 
and  at  liberty  to  marry  another.  If  however 
flie  have  had  a  child,  efpecially  a  boy,  (he  has 
»ot  the  fame  privilege ;  in  that  cafe,  if  her 

retreat 
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retreat  fhould  laft  more  than  eight  dayi^  ,it 
might  be  puniflied  with  deathi 

When  a  man  beats  his  wife,  it  is  a  furc  fign 
that  he  is  fincerely  attached  to  her,  and  that 
he  does  not  mean  to  part  with  hef ;  if  he  con-* 
tent  himfelf  with  reproaches,  the  wife  thinks 
herfelf  defpifed,  and  infallibly  retires  to  her 
parents.  Hence  it  is  that  in  the  moft  trifling 
difputes  the  women  are  cruelly  beaten  i  they 
prefer  it  to  the  cooiplaints  that  the  huiband 
might  make  to  their  parents  ;  this  proof  be- 
ing the  moft  certain  one  of  a  man's  fondnefs 
for  his  wife.  When  a  girl  marries,  flie  makes 
lip  her  mind  •to  fuch  treatment^  deeming  it 
much  more  fupportable  than  the  humiliations 
(he  would  otherwife  experience  from  her  fa- 
mily, in  confequence  of  her  hu{band*s  com- 
plaints. 

The  wife  brings  no  portion  to  her  hufband; 
When  a  Mongeart  is  defirous  of  undertaking 
the  care  of  a  family,  he  pitches  upon  the  girl 
that  pleafes  him  the  moft,  and  alks  her  of  her 
father  without  further  formality  j  nor  can  the 
latter  refufe  her,  unlefs  theman  who  pretends 
to  her  hand,  have  done  fomething  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  nation.  The  girl  is  conduced  by 

her 
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\iet  parents  to  the  tent  of  her  future  huffband, 
where  there  is  always  an  abundant  repaft  pre- 
pared for  the  ceremoriy.  Prefents  are  made 
to  the  father ;  but  if  thef  fon-in-Iaw  be  poor 
his  wife's  family  affift  him,  and  furnirfi  him 
With  the  means  of  increafing  his  flocks ;  if,  on 
the  contrary,  he  be  rich,  stnd  the  father  poor, 
he  fupports  the  whole  family  in  his  owii 
tent. 

The  fidelity  of  the  women  is  incorruptible; 
different  in  their  opinions  from  all  the  other 
Mahometans,  they  think  they  are  immortal 
like  the  men ;  but  they  do  not  flatter  therii- 
felves  with  the  poflibility  of  pretending  to 
happincfs  in  the  other  world,  linlefs  when 
they  ihall  have  been  faithful  to  their  hufbands. 
If  they  Ihovild  fail  in  this  duty,  they  thirik  they 
Ihould  be  the  eternal  flaves  of  the  more  vir- 
tubus  part  of  their  fex,  without  everpartakiog 
of  their  blifs. 

They  often  vifit  one  ahother ;  on  thefe  6c- 
cafions,  the  honour  confifts  iii  letting  the  fe- 
male who  comes  to  fee  her  friend  or  relation 
do  all  the  work  of  the  tent.  The  vifitor  af- 
fumes  the  management  of  every  thing,  drefles 
the  viduals,  churns  the  butter,  and  keeps  her- 

H  ftlf 
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felf  continually  eriiployed,  .while  her  friend 
entertains  her  with  an  account  of  the  different 
affairs  of  the  family  or  nation. 

The  heartinefs  of  the  welcome  is  meafured 
by  the  extent  of  the  work  fubmitted  to  the 
gueft,  who  generally  prepares  double  the 
ufual  quantity  of  food,  fo  that  the  Arab  is 
obliged  to  invite  his 'neighbours  to  partake  of 
the  repaft.  The  flaves  are  always  pleafed 
with  thefe  entertainments,  a  larger  portion 
then  coming  to  their  lot.  It  is  the  bufinefs 
of  the  vifitor  to  do  the  honours;  nor  will 
file  fuffer  any  body  about  her  to  remain  dif- 
fatisfied. 

As  neither  fex  wears  linen,  and  as  the  want 
of  water  will  not  admit  of  their  cloaths  be- 
ing frequently  wa(hed,  they  are  covered  with 
vermin.  That  they  may  not  feel  the  incon* 
venience,  and  that  they  may  rid  themfelves 
of  the  bite  of  the  gnats,  they  rub  their  whole 
bodies  with  butter  or  grcafe,  always  prefer- 
ring the  mofl  rancid.  This  gives  them  an  un- 
fufferable  fmell  to  who  all  are  not  accuflomed 
to  it  by  long  habit.  The  ilegrefles,  efpecial- 
ly,  who  have  naturally  an  ill  fmell,  exhale  a 
fcent  fufficient  to  difguft  a  man  of  the  leaft 
.  ^  delicacy; 
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delicacy;  infomuch  that,  notwithftanding 
tny  acquaintance  with  the  country,  I  rather 
chofe  to  fleep  in  the  open  air,  than  to  remain 
in  the  fame  tent  with  a  negrefs. 

An  Arab  mufl:  be  poor  indeed,  not  to  have 
at  leaft  one  negro  Have.  His  fole  occupation 
is  the, care  of  the  herd.  They  are  never  em- 
ployed in  war,  but  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  marry.  Their  wives,  who  are  captive  ne- 
grefles,  do  all  the  domeftic  work,  and  are 
roughly  treated  by  the  Arabian  women,  and 
by  the  Arabs  themfelves.  Their  children  are 
flaves  like  them,  and  put  to  all  kiftds  of 
drudgery. 

In  their  infancy,  the  little  negroes  may  at- 
tend the  public  fchools,  and  join  in  all  the 
amufements  of  the  young  Arabs  :  but  if  they 
be  guilty  of  a  fault,  they  are  rigoroufly  pu- 
niflied :  thefe  people,  who  have  fo  blind  a 
complaifance  for  their  children,  becaufe  they 
do  not  fuppofe  they  have  fufficient  knowledge, 
have  no  kind  of  confideration  for  thofe  of  the 
negroes,  but  treat  them  with  unheard  of  bar* 
barity.  If  it  happen  that  an  Arab  have  a  boy 
by  a  negrefs,  (he  is  better  treated,  without 
however  ceafing  to  be  a  (lave.     Her  child  i* 

H  2  brought 
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brought  up  like  the  other  Arabs,  and  enjoys 
.  freedom,  aiid  the  rank  of  citizen. 

When  the  mafter  of  a  tent  has  a  Chriftian 
flavc,  which  only  happens  wheh  there  has 
been  a  fhipwreck  on  the  coaft,  the  white  is 
corifidered  as  fuperior  to  the  negro,  although 
the  latter  be  a  Mahometan.  He  is  fed  fepa- 
fately,  his  viduals  are  taken  from  the  gene- 
ral ftock,  and  if  any  remain,  which  can  only 
happen  on  days  of  ceremony,  neither  the  wo- 
I  men  nor  even  the  flaves  will  touch  it :  they 

j  carry  their  fcruples  fo  far  as  not  even  to  make 

I  ufe  ofany  thing  that  has  contained  a  Chrif- 

tian's  food.  As  to  the  latter's  occupations,  i 
have  faid  enough  of  them  in  my  relation  of  the 
ihipwreck. 

If  the  Chriftian  be  a  child,  he  is  treated  like 
thofe  of  the  Arabs,  and  has  no  talk  fet  him, 
obeying  only  the  impulfe  of  his  will.  The 
Moor  who  (hould  be  rafti  enough  to  ftrike 
him,  w^ould  run  a  rifle  of  his  life.  Our  cabin- 
boys  fufFered  nothing  in  their  flavcry ;  no 
fervice  was  required  from  them ;  they  did 
whatever  they  pleafed  ;  and  when  the  horde 
removed,  the  women  took  the  greateft  care 
to  make  them  get  upon  the  camels,  for  fear 
of  their  being  fatigued. 

Notwiih- 
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Notwithftanding  the  hardfliips  experienced. 
in  this  country,  it  is  ftill  fortunate  for  the 
Ihipwrecked  man  to  be  of  the  French  or  Eng- 
lifh  nation.     Some  time  before  us  a  Spnnifli 
bark  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground,  near 
the  place  where  we  were  loft ;   there  were 
fourteen  men,  and  two  women  on  board.   As 
it  appeared  that  they  came  from  the  Caiiary 
Iflands,     they  were    all   maffacred    without; 
mercy,  except  the  women,  who  were  referved 
for  fale  at  Morocco.     Nor  is  it  without  rea-f 
fon  that  the  Mongearts  a*3:  in  this  manner 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canaries,  and  even 
with  all  Spaniards  whatever ;   we  afterwards 
learned  that  their  hatred  arofe  from  the  na- 
tives of  the  above  iflands  making  frequent 
defcents  upon  their  coafts,    and  carrying  ofF 
men,  women,  and  cattle,  every  thing  in  (hort 
that  they  meet  with. 

Thefe  people  are  ignorant  of  what  becomes 
of  their  countrymen,  and  facrifice,  without 
exception,  all  thofe  of  the  Spanifh  nation  that 
fall  into  their  hands ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
they  treat  the  French  and  Englifli  as  weU  as 
they  can,  and  that  is  bad  enough.  They  are 
acquainted  with   the  two   latter  nations  by 

H3  the 
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the  trade  they  carry  ori  along  the  banks  of 
the  Niger,  and  in  all  the  cities  fubjedt  to  the 
dominion  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Medicine  is  aimed  unknown  among  the 
Mongearts,  their  priefts  alone  being  the  depo- 
fitaries  of  the  fecrets  of  that  important  art. 
Theif  general  remedies  for  internal  difeafes 
are  regimen,  reft,  and  a  few  maxims  of  the 
Alcoran,  which  the  prieft  myfterioufly  applies 
to  the  afFefted  part. 

In  the  head-ach  they  bind  the  head  with 
fuch  extraordinary  violence  as  to  force  out  the 
blood  from  the  forehead.  Flefli  wounds  are 
cured  with  fire ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  ftab  is  heated 
by  cauterizing  the  injured  part  with  the  red- 
hot  blade  of  a  knife.  Turtle's  oil  and  tar  are 
then  put  upon  it,  the  wound  is  enveloped 
with  herbs  of  known  efficacy,  and  by  thefe 
means  they  bring  about  a  fpeedy  cure. 

The  country  is  full  of  antelopes,  wild  boars, 
lions,  tygers,  apes,  and  fcrpents.  The  tyger's 
fkin  fells  to  advantage  ;  that  of  the  fnake  is 
carefully  preferved,  being  of  ufe,  as  they  fay, 
in  ftrengthenlng  the  fight,  which  is  eafily  loft 
in  a  country  where  one  is  obliged  to  lie  in  the 
open  air.     A  bandage  of  this  Ikin  is  put  upon 

the 
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the  eyes,  and  the  patient  in  a  fhort  time  finds 
relief.  One  of  our  failbrs  was  cured  in  this 
manner,  in  three  days,  on  the  road  to  Tan- 
gier. 

The  fcorpion  carries  the  antidote  to  it*s 
own  poifon  :  it  is  fufficient  to  crufli  it  upon 
the  wound,  otherwife,  to  efcape  death,  it 
would  foou  be  ncceffary  to  cut  off  the  bitten 
part,  the  venom  fpeedily  communicating  it- 
felf  to  the  circulation. 

Snakes  are  very  common  in  the  Defert,  but 
it  Contains  few  fcorpions ;  the  latter  fpecies 
delights  in  old  ruins,  and  is  very  numerous  in 
deferted  cities. 

The  wild  boars  do  very  great  mifchief:" 
They  often  rufh  upon  •  the  flocks  of  goats ; 
but  as  the  Mongearts  are  always  armed,  ei-' 
ther  with  mufkets,  or  fome  other  weapon, 
they  kill  a  great  many,  and  endeavour  to  keep* 
them  at  the  greateft  diftance  poffible  from 
their  habitations. 

The  ground  in  the  Deferf  is  uncultivated, 
and  almoft  every  where  parched  up ;  few 
trees  are  met  with,  the  country  being  only- 
covered  with  brufh-wood  ;  here  and  there, 
however,  palm  and  date-trees  are  fecn,  but 
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they  are  very  fcarcc.  Fine  plains  alfo  occur, 
that  might  be  made  produdive,  did  not  three 
rcalphs  oppofe  their  cultivation.  The  firft 
arifes  from  the  inhabitants*  manner  of  living, 
who  content  themfelves  with  a  milk  diet,  of 
which  they  hay^e  always  a  plenty ;  the  fecond 
from  the  wandering  life  they  lead,  without  a 
fettled  abode,  and  very  often  never  fetting 
their  feet  a  fecond  time  in  the  fpot  from 
which  they  remove  :  the  third  and  moft 
weighty  one  is,  their  being  obliged  to  leayo 
the  plains  in  the  rainy  feafons,  and  to  take 
refuge  in  the  mountains ;  fo  that  being  un* 
der  the  neceffity  of  removing  from  place 
to  place,  they  might  not  be  able  to  gather  ia 
their  harveft,  and  thus  would  lofe  the  fruits 
of  their  labour. 

All  cultivation  is  alfo  oppofed  by  the  flying 
land,  which^  being  infinitely  light,  rifes  into 
high  mountains,  that  frequently  fliift  their 
place.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  this  fand 
forms  itfelf  into  mounds,  at  regular  intervajs 
of  diftance,  as  if  they  had  been  thrown  up  on 
purpofc  with  a  deal  of  labour.  This  fand  is 
pne  of  the  greateft  inconveniences  of  the 
poiiiitry.      When  the  wind  begins  to  fill  the 

air 


COAST  OF  AFRICA,  105 

air  with  it,  the  Arabs  decamp  without  delay, 
load  their  camels,  turn  their  backs  upon  the 
gale,  and  hafte  away  :  but  for  this  wife  pre- 
caution a  fingle  night  would  be  enough  to 
heap  fifty  feet  of  fand  upon  tlieir  heads. 

All  thefe  cuftoms  are  nearly  general  among 
the  Trafars,  and  the  Bracnars,  nations  inha- 
biting the  northern  banks  of  the  Niger.  The 
latter  differ  only  in  foirie  few  unimportant 
cuftoms,  that  proceed  from  their  communica- 
tion with  the  negroes,  frpm  whom  they  arc 
feparated  only  by  the  river. 

Thefe  ufages  are  likewife  general  in  Bili- 
dulgerid,  and  in  the  ftates  dependent  on  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  :  for  this  reafon,  when 
fpeaking  of  the  nations  that  inhabit  thofe  fe- 
yeral  countries,  I  fhall  only  dwell  upon  the 
cuftoms  that  are  not  in  practice  among  the 
Mongearts. 

It  only  remains  to  obferve,  that  all  thefe 
nations  call  and  think  themfelves  but  one,  and 
that  they  are  denominated,  without  diftinftion, 
Arabs  or  Moors.  In  the  Defert  they  are 
pleafed  with  the  name  of  Monfelemines.  It 
fcems  as  if  they  were  honoured  by  that  ap- 
pellation, of  which  they  arc  proud,  although 

the 
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the  true  Moiifelemines,  are  their  moft  inve- 
terate enemies. 


BILIDULGERID. 

BiLiDULGERiD,  in  the  part  I  have  travelled 
through,  is  inhabited  by  a  people  known  by 
the  general  name  of  Monfelemines.  They 
differ  in  their  religion  and  cuftoms  from  the 
Moors  their  neighbours,  and  from  the  Mon- 
gearts,  inhabitants  of  the  Defert.  This  varia- 
tion however  is  hardly  perceptible.  The 
parts  that  confioe  on  Morocco  follow  the 
cuftoms  of  that  empire,  unlefs  in  one  fingular 
particular.  They  that  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Defert,  and  do  not  turn  their  attention  to 
trade,  adhere  more  clofely  to  the  prejudices 
of  their  nation. 

This  Arabian  tribe,  no  doubt,  derives  its  ori- 
giil  and  name  from  the  feftaries  of  Mofeilama, 
a  contemporary  of  the  great  prophet.  They 
have  the  fame  love  of  liberty  as  the  ancient 
Arabs,  and  follow,  in  all  refpefls,  the  cuftoms 
of  the  people  who  lived  in  the  remoter  ages. 
Like  the  Mahometans  they  have  the  greateft 
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refpeft  for  the  prophet,  but  they  are  far  from 
believing  that  he  was  infallible  ;  that  his  de- 
fcendants  are  all  infpired  by  God,  that  their 
will  is  a  law,  and  that  it  is  impoffible  to  be 
a  good  Mahometan,  without  giving  faith  to 
fuch  ideas. 

This  nation,  in  the  part  wafhecl  by  the  At- 
lantic, occupies  a  fpace  of  land  of  various 
qualities,  from  about  twenty  leagues  from  St. 
Croix  de  Barbaric  to  the  diftance  of  about 
thirty  beyond  Cape  Non.  The  limits  of  their 
pofleffions  are  indicated  by  Jofty  columns, 
placed  at  diftant  intervals  towards  the  Defert, 
This  they  have  done  as  they  have  thought 
fit,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Defert  never  inter- 
fering, and  even  inhabiting  unmoleftcd  by 
any  body,  the  fpots  where  the  pillars  ftand. 

Some  people  pretend  that  thefe  columns 
were  ereded  by  the  Emperors  of  Morocco,  to 
mark  the  bounds  of  their  empire.  However 
it  may  be,  the  country  is  inhabited  by  an  af- 
femblage  of  true  Arabs,  defcended  from  the 
ancient  Arabs,  and  of  fugitive  Moors  from 
the  empire  of  Morocco. 

The  government  is  republican.  They  de- 
fend themfelves  with   great  courage,  choofe 

new 
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hew  chiefs  every  year,  and  pafs  for  invincible 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Moors,  as  well  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  penetrating  into  their 
country,  furrounded  as  it  is  on  every  fide  by 
fteep  and  arid  mountains,  as  from  their  cou- 
rage, and  the  obftinatq  refinance  they  oppofeto 
the  efforts  of  their  enemies. 

This  nation,  more  civilized  than  thofe  that 
inhabit  the  defert,   is  not  for  ever  wandering 
from  region  to  region  ;  but  is  fettled  in  towns 
that  are  all  fituated  upon  the  declivity  of  hills* 
Their  houfes  are  built  of  ftone  and  earth, 
and  are  of  a  conftruftion  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
the  Moors ;  they  are  low,  and  covered  with 
terrafles  that  are  laid  floping  to  carry  off  the 
water.     The  heavy  rains  that  prevail  in  this 
country  for  three  months  of  the  year,    are 
greatly  prejudicial  to  this  kind  of  habitations  ; 
infomuch   that  they  are  obliged  to  change 
their  abode    every  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 
The  towns  are  inhabited  by  the  artifans,  and 
opulent  people,  as  well  as  by  the  Jews,  who 
are   occupied  in  a  variety   of  work.      The 
Monfelemines   have   mofques,    where   they 
afTemble  to  pray  on  Fridays.     Although  that 
day  is  confec rated  to  religious  duties,  it  does 

not 
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not  prevent  them  from  working :  it  is  the 
day  of  their  principal  market,  when  the 
country  people,  and  Arabs  of  the  Defert  re- 
pair thither  to  trade.  There  are  public 
fquares  for  the  fale  of  merchandife,  the  in* 
habitants  alone  having  little  ihops  to  expofe 
their  goods  to  fale.  As  to  the  others,  they. 
merely  fpread  them  out  upon  the  fquare.  If 
any  difputes  arife,  the  old  men  judge  with- 
out appeal,  and  the  fuit  is  immediately  ter- 
minated. 

More  induftrious  and  more  laborious  than 
their  neighbours,  the  Monfelemine  natidn 
cultivates  the  earth.     The  chief  of  each  fa- 
mily having  chofen  the  ground  that  appears 
to  him  moft  proper,   they  flightly  turn  up 
the  furface  of  the  earth  with  a  kind  of  crook, 
and  then  throw  in  the  feed.     They  take  care 
to  furround  the  field  with  bufhes,  to  indicate 
the  fpot  that  has  been  cultivated,  and  to  keep 
off  the  cattle  of  the  wandering  Arabs.     The 
crop  is  ripe  three  months  after  the  fowing  of 
the   feed,   generally  at  the  end  of  March  : 
they  cut  their  corn  at  about  fix  inches  frorn 
the  ear,   and  make  it  up  into  little  bundles. 
Every  body  then  goes  to  work  from  morning 
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'till  night  without  iDtermiflion.  The  com  is 
brought  before  the  tent,  threlhed,  winnowed, 
and  then  laid  by.  As  foon  as  the  harveft  is 
over  they  fet  fire  to  the  ftraw  that  reniains 
ftanding^  and  abandon  the  field  for  two  or 
three  years. 

Their  method  of  keeping  their  corn  is 
txz&ly  fimilar  to  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Barbary.  They  make  for  the  purpofe  a  great 
hole  in  the  earth,  in  the  £ormx)[  the /rufirum 
of  a  cone,  and  fill  it  with  wood,  to  which 
they  fet  fire :  this  operation  over,  they  clean 
the  cavity,  and  there  depofit  the  half-win- 
liowed  corn  :  they  then  take  ftrong  planks^ 
lay  them  cbfe  to  one  another,  and  covrer  the 
whole  with  earth.  By  thefe  means,  it  is 
rendered  impoflible  to  cut  off  their  fupplies  in 
time  of  war  j  the  enemy  marching,  without 
knowing  itj  over  heaps  of  crirn. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  plains  make  a  flop 
in  feed-time,  and  return  at  the  moment  of 
the  harveft  :  every  one  knows  the  fpot  he  has 
cultivated,  and  reaps  the  crop.  When  they 
have  done  fo,  they  lay  by  the  corn  in  the 
manner  I  have  juft  mentioned,  and  go  wan- 
dering about  in  all  direftions  with  their  cattle, 

only 
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only  taking  with  therft  what  is  abfolutely 
neceffary.-  When  they  find  that  their  flock 
is  nearly  exhaufted,*  feveral  individuals  well 
armed,  fet  off  with  their  camels,  and  go  to 
the  magazines  of  the  horde  to  fetch  a  fupply. 
Every  one  fhare^  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  men  he  employed  in  labouring  for  the 
common  advantage. 

The  laws ,  of  hofpitality  are  generally  ob- 
ferved  among  the  wandering  tribes ;  and  here, 
as  in  the  Defert,  the  traveller  pays  nothing  for 
his  entertainment.  It  is  not  the  fame  in  the 
towns,  where  the  multitude  of  ftrangers  that 
frequent  the  market,  oblige  them  to  exa<9: 
payment,  otherwife  the  inhabitants  would 
ever  be  poor,  fince  on  the  market  days,  and 
thofe  of  aflembly,  they  would  have  an  in- 
finite number  of  aliens  to  fupport.  As  to 
lodgings,  the  country  Arabs  always  fleep 
upon  the  terraffes  in  flie  open  air,  the  in- 
habitants permitting  none  but  their  kinfmen, 
friends,  or  chiefs  of  hordes  to  enter  their 
houfes.  The  negro  flaves  belonging  to  them 
carefully  examine  the  number  of  peffbns  that 
alk  for  victuals,  give  it  them  at  the  door- 
according  to  their  number,  adding  a  fufficjent 
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quantity  of  water  to  quench  their  thirft. 
There  is  a  feparate  yard  for  the  horfes ;  but 
tinlefs  their  mafters  flay  all  night,  nothing  is 
given  them*  When  they  do,  three  pounds 
of  barley  are  diftributed  to  each  horfe  at  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  and  that  is  ail  they  get  for 
four  and  twenty  hours.  I  have  dwelt  a  littld 
upon  this  article,  becaufe  when  I  'livoi  with 
Hall  Laze,  to  whofe  houfe  the  country 
people  ufcd  to  come  for  food,  I  have  feeii  all 
this  put  in  pra<ftice  feveral  times. 

Thofe  who  rcfide  in  the  town^  have  in 
general  no  cattle,  but  profofa  fome  trade^ 
fuch  as  weaver,  Ihoemaker,  goWfmith,  pot- 
ter, &c.  The  principal  ones,  however,  do  not 
apply  to  any  of  thefe  occupations.  Thcfy 
have  a  great  many  cows,  horfes^  camels, 
(heep,  goats,  and  poultry  of  every  kind  i 
their  negroes  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do^ 
and  are  harflily  treated  Thofe  who  tend  the 
cattle  are  undoubtedly  the  moft  happy ;  but 
fhofe  who  are  kept  at  hotne  for  domeftic  oc- 
cupations, have  much  to  undergo.  They 
hiuft  tdke  care  of  the  repiirs  of  the  buildings 
fupply  the  houfe  with  wotod  and  water,  and 
prepare  the  corn.     The  negreffes  reduce  il 
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to  meal^  making  ufe  for  that  purpofe  of  ftonc 
mills,  like  thofe  that  are  ufed  in  France  to 
grind  pepper  and  muftard  :  they  alfo  drefs  the 
victuals,  and  are  inceflantly^  employed  from 
morning  to  night.  The  negro  fliepherd  on 
the  contrary,  knows  no  care  but  that  of  his 
flock  ;  always  finds  his  repaft  ready ;  is  well 
cloathed  and  well  armed ;  and  has  a  little  re- 
treat for  himfelf  and  his  family. 

This  country  is  well  peopled,  and  would 
be  more  fo,  but  for  the  continual  wars  its  in- 
habitants are  obliged  to  fupport  againft  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco.     It  is  iniproperly  faid 
that  this  nation  is  in  rebellion  againft  him ; 
for  they  never  were  his  fubjefts.     When  a 
Moori(h  army  takes  the  field,  the  inhabitants 
of   Bilidulgerid^   who   have   many  of  their 
countrymen   fettled  in  the  Morocco  domi- 
nions, are  fpeedily  apprized,  hold  themfelves 
prepared  ;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try cantons  being  well  mounted,   they  com- 
pofe  formidable  bodies  of  cavalry,  take  poflef- 
fion  of  thepafles,  and  maflacre  without  mercy 
any  troops  that  may  have  the  temerity  to  ad- 
venture within  them4  No  prifoners  are  made 
on  either  fide*     The  women  and  the  flavcs, 
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efcortcd  by  a  fufficicnt  number  of  warriors 
for  their  defence,  quit  their  habitations,  and 
retire  to  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
fometimes  they  even  retire  to  the  Defert. 
The  liberty  thefe  people  ^enjoy  encourages 
them  to  fupport  the  greateft  fatigue.  They 
coufider  it  as  the  firft  of  all  bleflings,  and 
fight  to  the  laft  extremity  to  preferve  their 
rights.  The  trade,  between  Barbary  and 
Zanra,  of  which  they  have  the  exclufive  pof- 
feflion,  renders  them  opulent,  and  according- 
ly they  are  fure  to  hold  out,  and  terminate 
the  war  to  advantage.  As  this  country  is 
the  retreat  of  the  rich  Moors,  who  wifh  to 
withdraw  from  the  Emperor*s  tyrannic  fway, 
they  have  always  many  among  them,  who 
being  acquainted  with  the  Moorifti  cuftoms, 
enables  them  by  their  counfels  to  guard 
againft  all  furprife.  There  is  no  danger  of 
their  being  betrayed  by  thefe  fugitives,  who 
have  been  plundered  and  condemned  to  death 
in  their  own  country.  So  far  from  it,  they 
always  fight  with  obftinacy;  and  rather 
choofe  to  die  with  their  arms  in  their  hands, 
than  to  let  themfclves  be  taken,  and  executed 
before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation. 

The 
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The  Mcnfelemine,  richer  than  any  of  the 
people  that  inhabit  the  provinces  fubjefl:  to 
the  dominion  of  Morocco,  is  always  well 
clothed  and  well  armed.  He  pays  no  tribute, 
enjoys  the  fruit  of  his  labour^  and  of  his 
commerce  ;  and  having  nothing  to  contribute 
to  the  charges  of  the  ftate,  every  thing  he 
can  acquire  is  his  own.  There  is  this  differ- 
ence between  .the  fugitive  Moors  and  the 
natives^  that  the  latter  are  always  airmed^ 
whether  rcfiding  in  the  country,  reforting  to 
the  markets,  prefent  at  the  affemblies  of  the 
nation,  or  paying  vifits  :  the  fugitive  Moors, 
on  the  contrary,  even  be  they  princes,  never 
bear  arms  but  in  the  country >  when  they 
take  the  field. 

The  women  are  no  more  flaves  than  thofe 
of  Zaara.  Thofe  of  the  towns  remain  in  a 
kind  of  feraglio,  each  man  having  as  many 
as  he  can  maintain.  The  moft  refpefted  are 
they  who  he4r  male  children^  Although 
their  apartment  is  diflindt  from  that  of  the 
men,  admittance  to  them  is  not  forbidden. 
They  are  well  clothed,  and  the  hufband  not 
being  jealous,  they  may  be  feen,  may  walk 
about  the  town  and  vifit  their  friends.  When 
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they  go  out  they  have  a  veil,  which  covers 
them  entirely,  but  which  is  ufclefs,  nay, 
even  inconvenient,  (ince  they  take  it  ofF, 
whenever  they  meet  any  one  to  whom  they 
wifh  to  fpeak.  They  are  more  humane  thofe 
of  Zaara,  and  are  not  like  them  for  ever  liable 
to  blows.  They  think  it  is  poffible  for  their 
hufbands  to  love  them,  without  giving  them 
fuch  folid  proofs  of  their  fondnefs.  Their 
nails  and  face  they  paint  with  red  and  yellow, 
and  ftain  the  edges  of  their  eye-lids  with 
black.  When  they  paint  only  one  fide  of 
their  face,  they  have  no  communication  with 
the  men ;  a  cuftom  that  is  common  to  all 
thefe  nations,  even  to  thofe  who  inha^bit  the 
banks  of  the  Niger. 

The  children  are  brought  up  with  the 
greateft  care ;  but  they  have  not,  like  thofe 
of  Zaara,  any  proofs  of  courage  to  give  to  be 
confidered  as  men.  Age  alone,  their  dex- 
terity in  the  management  of  their  horfes  and 
arms,  and  their  labour  in  harveft  time  fufBce. 
When  they  marry,  a  portion  is  given  them^ 
confifling  of  apparel,  arms,  and  cattle ;  and 
they  afterwards  become  whatever  their  in- 
duftry  or  opportunities  may  permit.    Thofe 
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who  have  a  knowledge  of  their  religion  turn 
prieftsy  marry  as  well  as  the  reft,  and  praftice 
all  the  cxercifes  of  their  countrymen.  They 
are,  however,  more  refpefted,  and  in  their  old 
age  become  the  judges  of  the  nation.  If  they 
meet  with  misfortunes  they  are  fupported, 
whereas  thofe  who  arc  not  of  that  holy  pro- 
feflion,  find  no  refpurce  but  in  their  induftry, 
ia  the  plunder  for  which  they  adventure  on 
the  territory  of  their  neighbours,  the  Moors, 
or  in  the  profit  of  the  caravans. 

The  horfemen  are  more  refpefted  than  the 
reft,  having  no  employment  but  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  being  for  ever  in  the  pradlice  of 
it,   both  in  peace  and  war.     In  the  field  they 
behave  courageoufly ;  in  time  of  peace,   they 
cxercife  themfelves  in  the  management  of 
their   horfes,   and  in  a  variety   of  military 
evolutions.     They  alfo  efcort  the  caravans, 
for   which  fervice  they  receive  pay,   being . 
obliged  to  buy  and  keep  their  horfes  them- 
felves.    They  are  eafily  known,   for  being 
almoft  always  on  horfeback,   and  wearing  no 
boots,   they  have  a  callous  lump  on  that  part 
of  the  leg,    that  comes  in  contact  with  the 
iron  of  the  ftirrup.     Thefe  people  are  the 

1 2  mofl 
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mod  formidable  robbers  in  the  world  :  they 
rulh  with  unequalled  rapidity  on  thofe  they 
mean  to  plunder,  and  without  giving  them 
time  to  ftand  on  their  defence,  carry  off  every 
thing  that  comes  in  their  way.  Their  horfes, 
which  they  break  in  an  admirable  manner, 
and  for  the  wants  of  which  they  are  always 
able  to  provide,  are  the  beft  in  exiftence. 
They  are  taken  the  greateft  care  of,  know 
their  mafter,  are  obedient  to  his  voice,  and 
will  not  bear  to  be  backed  by  any  other  man. 

The  chief,  in  time  of  war,  is  chofen  in- 
difcriminately  from  among  the  natives,  or 
the  fugitive  Moors.  His  authority  lafts  no 
longer  than  the  campaign ;  but  during  that 
time  it  is  abfolute.  When  it  is  expired,  he 
gives  an  account  of  his  anions  to  the  old  men 
affembled,  and  is  rewarded  or  puniflked,  ac- 
cording to  his  fuccefs  or  his  conduft.  His 
fucceffor  is  then  appointed,  and  he  ferves  in 
the  army,  undiftinguifhed  from  the  common 
mafs  of  individuals. 

Thefe  people  have  a  chief  prieft,  whom 
they  treat  with  a  refpeft  bordering  on  admi- 
ration. His  name  is  Sidy  Mohammet  Moufia, 
and  his  ordinary  refidence  at  about  fifteen 

leagues 
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leagues  from  Cape  Non,  near  the  town  called 
Illeric.     Although  this  man  has  no  troops  at 
his  command,    he  is  neverthelefs   the  moft 
powerful  of  all  Africa ;  his  authority  is  in- 
deed without  bounds.     If  he  order  war  to  be 
made  upon  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,    war  is 
proclaimed  :    if  he  wiih  it  to  ceafe,  the  war 
is  at  an  end.     Though  he  has  no  property  of 
his  own,  every  thing  is  at  his  difpofal.    Every 
family  makes  him  a  yearly  prefent,   vying 
with  one  another  in  the  richnefs  of  the  gift. 
He  adminifters  juftice  to  every  one  ;  fubmits 
all  accufations  to  his  council,  and  a  few  days 
after,    pronounces  a  definitive  fentence.     He 
requires  nothing  from  any  body,    and  yet  all 
are  inclined  to  give.     Widely  different  in  his 
principles  and  condudt  from  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,   he  does  not  pretend  to  be  infpired 
by  the  prophet ;    nor  has  he  the  audacity  to 
make  his  people  believe  fo  ;   he  liftens  on  the 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  wife  and  expe- 
rienced,  and  gi^'cs  judgment  in   conformity 
with  their  opinions.     His  dominion  extends 
over  all  the  nations  of  Bilidulgerid  and  Zaara. 
The  very  Moors  rel'pedl  him  ;   and  the  Em- 
peror  himfelf,    all-powerful   as    he   is,    has 
never  dared  to  make  an  attack  on  this  man's 

I  4  authority, 
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authority,  nor  to  fend  his  troops  towards  the 
place  he  inhabits.  This  ought  to  convince 
him  that  the  authority  which  proceeds  from 
the  love  of  the  people,  is  a  thoufand  time^ 
greater  than  that  conferred  by  terror,  or  a 
warlike  force. 

The  Jews,  difperfed  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country,  live  only  in  the  towns,  and 
never  cultivate  the  earth,  although  much  re- 
mains unoccupied.  They  all  turn  their  at- 
tention to  trade,  work  in  a  v?iriety  of  ways, 
and  are  obliged  to  purchafe  the  neceflaries  of 
life.  This  nation,  among  the  Monfelemines, 
is  what  the  flave  is  in  Barbary.  They  are 
made  to  work  according  to  the  pleafure  of 
the  Arabs,  nor  are  they  even  allowed  the 
wretched  liberty  of  complaining.  A  Jew 
never  carries  arms  :  if  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  do  fo,  and  fhould  defend  himfelf  againft  an 
Arab,  he  would  be  punifhed  with  death, 
the  vengeance. may  even  extend  to  his  family. 
The  free  exercife  of  their  religion  is  however 
left  them,  which,  joined  to  the  avarice  that 
delcends  from  one  generation  to  another  of 
this  wandering  nation,  makes  them  fuffer  all 
the  indignities,  that  a  man  of  the  leaft  feeling 

would  revolt  at. 
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Different  from  their  nfeighbours,  the  Mon- 
gearts  and  the  Moors,  the  Monfelemines 
never  endeavour  to  make  profelytes.  When, 
they  have  a  chriftian  fiave,  they  treat  him 
with  humanity,  let  him  want  for  nothing, 
and  put  him  to  no  painful  ta(k.  Money, 
their  darling  idol,  is  the  caufe  of  this  indul- 
gence. They  deteft  the  chriftians,  but  they 
love  money ;  and  fear  that  the  ill-treatment 
of  their  flaves  might  occafion  their  ficknefs 
or  death,  and  thus  rob  them  of  the  expelled 
ranfom :  it  is  to  money,  that  the  chriftians, 
whofeevil  ftarcondufts  them  to  that  country, 
owe  the  little  comfort  they  experience  there. 

Among  the  Mongearts,  a  chriftian  who 
Ihould  chaunt  the  prayer,  or  fuffer  circumci- 
fion,  would  have  his  liberty  and  the  rank  of 
citizen ;  the  family  to  which  he  might  have 
belonged,  would  give  him  cattle  to  enable 
him  to  live  like  them.  A  chriftian  at  Mo- 
rocco, whofc  curiofity  fhould  carry  him  with- 
in a  mofque,  would  be  put  to  death,  or  forced 
to  aflume  the  turban.  But  among  the  Mon- 
felemines he  would  have  nothing  to  fear; 
money  there  takes  the  lead  of  religion  ;  they 
^ould  content  themfelves  with  turning  him 

out, 
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out,  without  even  giving  him  a  blow  ;  but 
they  would  make  him  pay  as  much  as  his 
means  might  permit. 

Among  the  Moors,  a  chriftian  who  (hould 
be  caught  with  a  woman  of  the  nation,  would 
be  forced  to  turn  Mahometan  Xo  avoid  death  ; 
but  among   the   Monfelemines   the  woman 
alone  is  puniihcd.     She  is  put  into  a  iack, 
and  thrown  into  the  fea :  the  chriftian  has 
nothing  to  apprehend  ;   money  is  his  faviour. 
If  in  a  difpute,   a  chriftian   flave   defend 
himfelf  againft  his  mafter,  the  crime  is  pu- 
niflied  with  death  among  the  neighbouring 
nations ;   but  among  the  Monfelemines  it  re- 
mains unpunifhed,    or  is  at  moft  repaid  with 
a  few  ftripes.     The  money  expefted  for  his 
ranfom  protedls  him  :    tAat  is  the  touchftone 
that  puts  every  thing  to  the  proof. 

If  an  Arab  kill  a  Jew,  or  a  man  of  his  own 
nation,  a  fmall  fine  to  the  Jew's  family  faves 
him  ;  but  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  large  fum  to 
that  of  the  Arab,  This  infatiable  thirft  of 
gold  is  the  more  inconceivable,  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  countries  hardly  make  any 
ufe  of  it.  They  hoard  it  up  with  care,  and 
often  deny  themfelves  the  neceffaries  of  life, 

rather 
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rather  tlian  fpend  the  fmalleft  piece  of  money : 
when  a  father  of  a  family  dies,  although  he 
has  accumulated  a  great  deal  durhig  his  life, 
none  is  ever  found  among  his  efFeds  ;  he  has 
buried  it  in  the  earth  unknown  to  every  body. 
He  hopes,  no  doubt,  to  be  the  better  for  it  after 
his  death,  and  to  be  refpefted  in  the  other 
world,  according  to  the  quantity  of  fpecie  he 
Ihall  have  had  in  his  pofleffion.  Mifers  ihould 
go  to  that  country ;  they  would  there  learn 
means  of  economy  that  would  fhew  them, 
that  in  comparifon  with  the  Arabs,  they  are 
perfeft  prodigals. 

The  Mbngearts  have  not  near  fb  great  a 
luft  for  gold  or  filver :  they  employ  thofe 
metals  only  to  make  trinkets  for  their  women, 
when  they  procure  any  by  a  fliipwreck  or  the 
fale  of  their  produ6lions  ;  and  will  willingly 
exchange  it  for  gunpowder  or  other  articles 
ufeful  to  their  exiftence,  or  pleafing  to  their 
fancy. 

The  country  of  the  Monfelemines  is  very 
fertile,  producing  all  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
almoft  without  cultivation.  The  plains  are 
watered  by  an  infinite  number  of  ftreams  that 
fender  theni  fruitful.     Palm,  date,  fig,   and 

almond 
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almond  trees  abound.  They  have  alfo  large 
quantities  of  oil,  wax  and  tobacco,  which 
they  fell  at  the  public  markets,  the  merchan- 
dize of  the  country  being  carried  to  Mo- 
gador.  Very  good  grapes  are  cultivated  in 
the  gardens,  are  dried  by  the  Arabs,  and 
converted  into  brandy  by  the  Jews. 

This  abundance  enables  the  inhabitants  to 
live  better  than  thofe  of  Zaara :  in  the  country, 
however,  their  frugality  approaches  that  of 
the  Defert ;  for  as  the  Arabs  of  Zaara,  arc 
often  obliged  for  want  of  corn  to  content 
themfelves  with  milk,  fo  the  Monfelemines, 
that  they  may  not  make  fuch  frequent  vifits 
to  their  magazines,  eat  only  in  the  evening. 
In  the  towns  they  live  well,  making  two 
meals  a  day,  one  at  about  ten  o*clock,  and 
the  other  at  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  which 
gives  a  great  deal  of  occupation  to  the  ne- 
greffes ;  for  they  are  almoft  inceflently  em- 
ployed in  grinding  the  corn,  and  drefling  the 
viftuals.  The  inhabitants  of  the  fmall  towns 
alfo  deep  in  a  more  comfortable  manner ; 
they  fpread  mats  on  the  floor  of  their  apart- 
ments, make  ufe  of  linen,  and  reft  quietly, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  night  air. 

Their 
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Their  ways  of  treating  wounds  and  difeafcs 
arc  precifely  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  in^ 
habitants  of  the  Defert. 


THE  EMPIRE  OF  MOROCCO. 

THE  peolpe  fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco^  are  Icfs  happy  than 
thofe  of  whom  I  have  juft  fpoken.  The 
prejudices  of  their  nation,  the  arbitrary  power 
of  their  princes,  whom  they  believe  to  be 
defcended  from  the  great  prophet,  the  piUage 
to  which  they  are  ever  expofed,  whether  at 
war  or  not,  the  neceflity  of  concealing  their 
property,  for  fear  of  being  ftripped  of  it  by 
the  Emperor  or  his  governors,  all  concur  to 
make  them  flaves  and  barbarians.  They  have 
no  regard  for  their  neighbours  ;  plunder  and 
rob  one  another  as  often  as  it  is  in  their 
power;  and  fubjeft  in  every  thing  to  the 
will  of  an  imperious  mafter,  they  have  not 
even  the  liberty  of  lamenting  their  fad  fitua- 
tion.  Their  greateft  misfortunes,  no  doubt,  is 
their  ignorance  of  all  the  focial  afFeftions. 
Tht  father  fears  his  fon,  the  fon  is  afraid  of 

his 
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his  father ;  and  thus  from  this  complication 
of  vices  and  prejudices,  the  Moorifli  nation, 
which  pofleffes  one  of  the  faireft  portions  of 
the  earth,  is  always  wretched,  and  often  in 
want  of  the  very  neceflaries  of  life. 

As  thefc  people  are  born  to  flavery  they 
have  no  fettled  ufages  or  manners.  The  will 
of  the  prince  is  a  law  ;  they  know  no  other. 
They  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
other  Mahometans,  but  their  defedts,  with- 
out having  any  of  their  virtues. 

It  is  not  aftonifhing,  with  fuch  a  want  of 
principles,  that  this  nation,  which  looks 
upon  itfelf  as  the  firft  in  the  univerfe,  and 
which  defpifes  all  others,  fliould  be  for  ever 
changing  its  cuftoms.  In  one  province 
crimes  are  authorized  that  are  puniflied  in 
another.  Always  in  contradiftion  with  them- 
felves,  a  part  of  this  people  is  often  feen  in 
revolt  againft  fovereign  authority,  and  waging 
a  cruel  war  with  thofe  who  obey  the  Em- 
peror. The  next  year  the  moft  determined 
rebels  become  the  moft  faithful  fubjeifts,  and 
I  the  others  revolt  in  their  turn.     This  con- 

I  trariety  of  fentiments,   and  the  ignorance  of 

I  the  nation,   continue  to  maintain  tlje  f^e* 

I  reign 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  127 

reign  in  his  rights,  and  give  him  an  unlimited 
authority,  of  which  he  avails  himfelf,  to  plun- 
der his  fubjefts,  and  to  keep  them  in  fervitudc. 
Not  being  able  to  obferve  any  order  in  Ipeaking 
of  people  who  are  unacquainted  with  it,  I  can 
only  touch  upon  matters  as  they  offer  them- 
felves  to  my  memory. 

The  plurality  of  wives  is  permitted,  and.  is 
a  received  ufuage  among  the  Moors ;  they  are 
allowed  to  have  four  who  bear  that  name, 
the  others  being  no  more  than  (laves,  of 
whom  they  are  free  to  have  as  many  as  they 
can  afford  to  keep.  The  leaft  wretched  are, 
no  doubt,  thofe  who  inhabit  the  country,  in 
other  words  the  pooreft  ;  for  they  are  free^ 
and  may  go  wherever  they  pleafe.  They  are, 
indeed,  very  little  lefs  happy  than  thofe  of 
Zaara  and  Bilidulgerid.  The  cafe  is  very 
different  with  the  females  who  live  in  the 
towns.  They  can  never  go  out ;  are  always 
fhut  up  within  the  limits  of  the  houfe,  and 
are  no  longer  happy  than  they  pleafe  their 
mafter.  When  a  barbarous  hufband  is  dif- 
contented  with  his  wives,  he  may  treat  them 
as  he  pleafcs ;  he  may  aft  the  tyrant  uncon- 
trouled;  nobody  can  go  to  their  affiftance; 

for 
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for  nobody  has  a  right  to  enter  his  feragllo ; 
nay,  often  when  he  has  made  them  endure 
long  fufFerings,  and  is  tired  of  their  fight,  he 
kills  them,  that  he  may  be  ^delivered  from 
the  care  of  keeping  them.  The  moft  hu- 
mane get  rid  of  them  by  fale,  or  by  exchange* 
But  whatever  be  the  fate  of  thefe  unfortunate 
women,  it  is  fure  to  be  wretched,  when  they 
have  no  male  children;  In  that  cafe  it  aflumes 
a  different  face,  the  father  not  daring  to  be- 
have ill  to  the  mother  of  his  fon,  who  would 
not  fail  to  take  revenge.  A  father,  however 
fond  of  his  daughter,  cannot  affift  her,  ev«a 
if  informed  of  the  ill  treatment  (he  undergoes* 
True.it  is,  that  the  bufband  would  be  feverely 
punifhed  if  convifted  of  the  murder  of  his 
wife;  but  that  is  impoffible.  If  ftie  bear 
about  her  the  marks  of  his  barbarity,  nobody 
knows  it :  he  has  her  buried  at  home,  and 
acquaints  her  parents  that  (he  is  dead.  As 
none  but  the  great  dare  adl  in  this  manner^ 
by  reafon  of  the  impofiibility  of  calling  thend 
to  an  account,  men  in  high  ftations,  who 
love  their  children,  often  marry  them  to  peopk 
of  inferior  conditipn,  that  they  may  be  treated 
with  greater  kindnefs.     The  afTiftance  they 

obtain 
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obtain  from  the  fattier  in  their  trade,  or  on 
other  occaiions,  induces  them  to  behave  with 
decency  to  the  daughter.  A  father  often 
feigns  to  refufe  his  daughter  to  hiin  who  aflcs 
her  in  marriage,  to  avoid  the  reproaches  of 
people  of  his  own  rank.  In  that  cafe  the 
flighted  fiUtor  complains  to  the  Emperor; 
his  conduct  is  examined,  and  as  all  has  been 
fettled  beforehand,  nothing  can  ever  be  laid 
to  his  charge :  the  father  is  confcquently 
condemned  to  give  him  his  daughter,  and 
pretends  to  be  angry,  although  in  reality  his 
deareft  wilhes  are  afccompliflied. 

The  Moors  are  equal  by  birth,  ind  know 
no  diftin^ions,  except  thofe  that  are  derived 
from  official  employments;  on  refigiiing 
thefe  employments  they  again  return  into  the 
common  mafs  of  citizens;  thus  may  the 
pooreft  man  in  the  nation  pretend,  without 
prefumption,  to  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of 
the  moft  opulent.  An  accident,  or  the  caprice 
of  the  prince,  may  precipitate  the  latter  into 
ruin,  and  the  former  may,  by  the  fame  caprice 
of  fortune^  be  elevated  to  a  ftate  of  wealth 
and  honour^ 

The  mode  of  education  is  generally  alike 
K  through- 
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throughout  the  whole  empire.  The  children 
i^emain  unemployed  until  the  age  of  feven  or 
,eight,  but  as  foon  as  they  are  circumcifed 
they  are  all  occupied,  either  in  the  arts,  the 
ftudy  of  the  Koran,  the  care  of  the  flocks,  or 
the  exercife  of  arms.  Thofe  engaged  in  the 
htter  are  moft  noticed  by  the  Emperor. 
When  able  to  bear  arms  they  are  fent  to  Mo- 
rocco, and  when  received  into  the  army  re- 
main there  during  his  pleafure.  They  are 
incorporated  in  the  cavalry  or  infantry,  accord- 
ing to  their  refpeftive  talents.  Thofe  bred 
up  to  the  fea  are  alfo  obliged  to  prefent  them- 
fclves  before  the  Emperor,  and  are  then  fent 
to  the  different  ports  to  man  the  veflels  def- 
tined  to  cruife  againft  the  Chriftians. 

The  Emperor  goes  every  day  to  the  Nujfoire 
or  place  of  Affembly,  where  he  adhiinifters 
juftice.  He  liftens  to  every  one ;  foreigners 
or  fubje£ls,  men  or  women,  rich  or  poor : 
every  one  has  a  right  to  appear  before  him 
and  explain  the  nature  of  his  caufe.  Between 
eight  and  nine  bVlock  he  comes  to  the  au- 
dience, where  he  is  furrounded  by  a  great 
number  of  foldiers.  Thofe  who  have  canfe 
for  complaint  make  him  a  prefent,   without 

which 
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M^hlch  previous  ceremony  it  is  impoffible  to 
fpeak  to  him.  This  prefent  is  proportioned 
to  the  condition  and  fortune  of  each  indi- 
vidual The  fmalleft  matter,  even  two  eggs,  is 
accepted.  They  talk  with  great  freedom  before 
the  prince,  who,  if  the  adverfe  party  be  pre- 
fent, foon  gives  judgment ;  if  abfent,  they 
are  fent  for,  and  the  plaintiff  returns  another 
day  for  a  final  determination.  The  Moors 
■  addrefs  their  fovereign  with  boldnefs ;  they 
are  never  bafhful  before  him,  and  he  that 
ihould  feem  fo  would,  in  fome  meafure,  con- 
fefs  his  guilt,  and  infallibly  lofe  his  fuit. 

In  places  remote  from  the  Emperor's  refi- 
dence,  the  governors  adminifter  juftice.  Each  • 
province  has  a  chief  governor,  and  every  vil- 
lage a  particular  magiftrate.  They  have  per- 
fons  under  them,  who  execute  the  orders  of 
the  fovereign,  or  rather  their  own.  They 
are  fo  many  petty  tyrants  fpread  over  the  pro- 
vinces, and  are  ever  ready  to  fandion  their 
extortions  by  the  name  of  their  matter ;  for 
to  get  rich  as  rapidly  as  poffible  is  the  objed  of 
.  all  their  defires.  It  very  feldom  happens,  how- 
ever, that  they  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  rapine. 
when  they  learn,  by  means  of  their  fpies,  that 

K  2  an 
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San  individiial  has  acquired  any  property,  either 
ill  plunder,  or  by  the  profits  of  trade,  they 
never  fail  to  infift  upon -their  (hare,  and  the 
wretch  is  obliged  td  facrifice  a  part  of  his 
wealth,  in  order  to  preferve  the  reft.  Should 
he  refufe  the  demand,  he 'is  imnnediately  ac- 
cufed  before  the  Emperor,  and  when  he 
leaft  thinks  of  it,  an  order  for  his  ruin  arrives 
ffom  court ;  he  is  difpoiled  of  all  he'poffefles ; 
liis  cattle,  his  flaves,  his  efFefts  are  publicly 
fold,  and  he  is  put  into  pHftin,  till  fuch  time 
^s  he  is  fcrit  to  anfwer  his  accufer  before  the 
fovereign.  Not  unfrequently  the  wretches 
expire  with  mifery  and  ill-ufage  before 
they  reach  the  royal  prefence;  and  even 
(hould  a  man  have  the  good  fortune  to 
juftify  himfelfto  the  Emperor,  he  does  not, 
on  that  account,  recover  his  property ;  all  that 
has  been  taken  from  him  having  been  de- 
pofited  in  the  royal  treafury,  cannot,  without 
facrilige^  be  removed  from  thence,  where  it 
is  faid  to  be  kept  in  referve  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftafe.  He  obtains  nothing  but  his 
liberty,  and  the  right  of  vengeance  ;  nor  is 
he  ever  told  the  name  of  his  accufers ;  they 
arc  left  to  the  fagacity  of  his  fufpicion.   Whea 

he 
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fac  returns  ta  his  family,  he  forms  a  party^ 
who  prefer  difFerent  accufations  againft  the 
governor.  He,  in  his  turn,  falls  a  facrifice, 
and  his  property  is  confifcated  to  the  profit  of 
the  royal  treafury. 

This  latter,  however,  fi,nds  it  much  more 
^fficult  to  make  his  way  out  of  the  labyrinth 
than  an  ordinary  man ;  for  as  he  is  pofTeiTed 
pf  greater  property,  and  as  that  property  is 
the  produce  of  rapacity,  he  has  very  feldonj 
any  means  of  defence.  He  is  theq  fentenced 
to  die,  unlefs  the  Emperor  ihoulJ  ftand  in 
need  of  him,  in  this  cafe  he  is  re-appointed 
governor,  and  fent  into  another  province. 
The  impunity  which  attended  his  firft  traaf- 
gfeflion  detern^incs  him  to  flicw  lefs  regard 
for  the  people,  and  fooner,  or  bter,  he  is  furp 
tQ  lofp  hiq  head. .  If  he  can  forefee  the  inftant 
of  his  ruin,  and  be  inclined  to  retire,  he 
paiily  obtains  his  pardon,  by  giving  up  the 
fruits  of  his  rapine,  fpr  he  muft  te  endowed 
with  no  fmall  fliare  of  cunning  to  make  any 
rcferye  for  himfelf,  when  deftined  to  live 
^imong  a  people  whom  he  has  plundered,  and 
Yvho  would  not  fail  to  accufe  him,  if  they 
i^W  him  enjoyjng  the  comforts  of  life.     He 

may 
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may  ftill  efcape  death  and  the  confifcation  df 
his  property,  if  fortunate  enough  to  make 
good  his  retreat  among  the  Monfelemines. 
When  he  has  reached  this  country  he  is  in 
fafety,  and  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
Emperor's  rcfentment. 

Sidy  Maharamet  Ben  Abdella,  Emperor  of 

Morocco,   of  the  family  of  the  Sherifs,   and 

defcended  from  Mahomet,   is  the  interpreter 

of  the  law.     The  priefts.are  called   l*albes^ 

and  are  always  of  his  opinion.     Befides  being 

a  defcendant  of  the  great  prophet,  he  has  the 

good  fortune  to  be  infpired  by  him,   and  is  as 

infallible  as  the  pope.     The  refpefl:  his  fub- 

jefts  entertain  for  him  is  fo  great,   that  they 

think  themfelves  happy  to  die  by  his  hand; 

nay,  this  is  the  greateft  favour  to  which  a 

Moor,  convinced  of  the  fanftity  of  his  religion, 

can  afpirc ;   he  is  certain  of  enjoying  eternal 

felicity  in   the  bofom  of  Mahomet.      The 

reigning  Emperor,  lefs  cruel  than  his  prede- 

ceffors,   keeps   up   this  opinion.     When  he 

condemns  any  one  to  death,  the  body  of , the 

malefaftor  is  left  at  the  place  of  execution 

until  it  pleafe  the  Emperor  to  forgive.     His 

friends  and  relations  then  repair  to  the  corpfc, 

proclaim 
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proclaim  the  pardon,  carry  it  away,  and  per- 
form the  rites  of  fepulture.  The  fpot  where  ' 
the  body  is  interred  is  furrounded  with  a  wall, 
and  the  deceaied  is  afterwards  confidered  as  a 
faint.  If  the  Emperor  does  not  grant  a  par- 
don, the  Jews  carry  away  the  body,  which 
remains  without  burial,  and  becomes  food  for 
the  beafts  of  prey. 

Friday,  which  at  Bilidulgerid,  is  a  market  . 
day,  is  in  Morocco  the  day  of  prayer.  Labour 
is  fufpended,  and  the  mofques  are  devoutly 
attended*  When  prayers  are  over,  the  Moors 
vifit  each  other,  meet  together  in  places  of 
public  worfliip,  and  pafs  the  day  in  recrea- 
tion. At  dawn  of  morning  the  public  cryer 
afcends.  the  terrace  of  the  mofque,  and 
chaunts  aloud  a  general  prayer;  this  cere- 
mony is  repeated  at  noon  and  at  fun-fet. 

Among  thefe  people,  hofpitality  is  known 
only  by  name ;  the  traveller  muft  pay  for  his 
entertainment ;  but  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the 
gueft  is  inviolate.  A  recent  inflance  evinces 
the  facrednefs  of  this  law.  A  chief  of  a  band 
of  robbers,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
mountains  of  Atlas,  having  received  informa- 
tion from  his  fpies  of  the  day  on  which  the 

K  4  French 
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Frenqh  merchants  were  to  leave  St»  Cro/:c^  it\ 
prdpr  to  fettle,  by  the  Emperor's  cotpmaitd,  at 
Mogodor,  was  determined  to  attack  and  pillage 
them.  He  ordered  his  men  to  advance  iiita 
one  of  the  defiles  of  the  mouiitaiu  through 
\vhich  the  caravan  that  efcorted  their  mer- 
chandize was  to  pafs.  This  body  of  robbers 
confifted  of  four  hundred  men^  refolute  aod 
well  armed.  The  efcort  of  the  caravan  was 
far  fronri  being  fo  nynjerous,  but  a  lucky 
chance  refcued  them  from  pillage,  and  perhaps 
from  aflaflination  ;  a  heavy  fhower  of  rain 
obliged  them  to  halt  late  at  night,  and  as  it 
happened,  near  the  hqufcof  the  chief  of  the 
band.  Not  chufing  tp  ftay  in  the  place 
,  >vhere  they  had  halted,  the  conduftor  of  the 
caravan  propofed  to  quit  the  foad  and  make 
to  the  houfe  of  this  rnan,  who  was  known 
here  as  a  chieftain  of  the  country,  and  not  as 
the  head  of  a  band  of  robbers.  The  propoial 
was  adopted  ;  and  having  fqon  arrived  at  the 
manfion,  they  began  to  unload  their  goods 
to  put  them  under  cover.  The  mafter  of  the 
houfe  being  informed  of  their  arrival,  came  to 
receive  the  merchants ;  and  told  them  that 
he  had  put  four  hundred  men  in  ambufh,  in 

order 
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order  to  plunder  thMQ ;  a  difaftcr  which  he 
pbfefved  they  could  not  have  efcaped  with- 
out the  fpecial  proteftion  df  the  prophet.  He 
added^  that  having  taken  refuge  under  his 
roof  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  that  his  reli- 
gion enjoined  him  to  give  them  proteftion, 
and  that  far  from  annoying  them,  his  men 
ihoukl  be  their  efcort  as  far  as  Mogodbr. 
This  was  put  into  execution  without  his  men 
requiring  smy  recompenfe  either  for  himfclf 
or  for  his  band. 

The  Moors  fcrupuldufly  oWervc  and  prac- 
tice all  the  aufterities  of  their  lent.  It  con- 
fifts  in  abftinence  from  food,  from  drinking, 
and  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  from  the  riling 
to  the  fetting  of  the  fun.  The  pcrfon  detec- 
ted in  the  violation  of  thefe  precepts  is  rigor- 
oufly  puniihed.  If  he  has  taken  food,  he  re- 
ceives the  baftinado  according  to  the  fentence 
of  the  chief:  if  he  has  drank  water,  he  re- 
ceives twenty  or  thirty  blows  upon  the  head : 
a  puni(hment  I  myfelf  faw  inflidled  in  the 
camp  before  the  town  of  Rabate.  As  to  the 
ufe  of  tobacco,  an  article  which  can  be  more 
eaiily  difpenfed  with,  it  is  punifhed  with  ftill 
greater  fcverity.  In  this  cafe  the  offender 
ieldom  efcapes  death  ;   gunpowder  is  fluffed 

into 
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into  his  moutli,  and  fet  on  fire.  The  foldicFjrj 
even  on  the  march,  are  not  exempted  from 
the  aufteritics  of  lent,  and  it  was  during  the 
time  that  I  accompanied  them,  that  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  penalties  ia- 
flidted  on  thofe  Who  violate  thefe  religious 
precepts. 

Thefick  are  indulged  with  difpenfations,  but 
as  foon  as  they  are  reftored  to  health,  are  re- 
quired to  redeem  the  indulgence,  by  doing 
what  they  fhould  have  done  before.  During 
this  holy  feafbn  the  priefts  are  occupied  al- 
moft  the  entire  day  and  part  of  the  night  in 
reading  the  Koran,  and  the  commentators  of 
the  Mahometan  law. 

The  Moors  believe  in  the  immortality  of 
the  foul  of  thofe  men  who  are  zealous  ob- 
fervers  of  the  law,  while  thofe  who  live  in 
violation  of  its  precepts  are  condemned  to 
fufFer  for  a  feafon,  and  afterwards  to  be  anni- 
hilated- They  rejeft  eternal  torments ;  this 
dreadful  do£lrine  feems  to  them  contrary  to 
the  goodnefs  of  the  Divinity. 

With  refpefl:  to  the  women,  the  fouls  of 
thofe  whofe  conjugal  fidelity  has  been  invio- 
late^ are  alone  immortal.     After  death,  they 

become 
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become  celeftial  beauties  ;  annihilation  at- 
tends the  reft-  According  to  their  principles* 
man  is  not  a  free  agent ;  every  thing  is  or- 
dained from  eternity  ;  and  hence  it  is  that  a 
perfon  who  commits  a  crime  is  not  the  lefo 
cfteemed  by  his  countrymen.  When  a  Moor 
falls  under  adverfity,  he  fupports  it  with  heroic 
firmnefs;  he  is  never  heard  to  murmur ;  but 
fubmits  entirely  to  the  divine  will ;  nor  does 
he  make  the  leaft  effort  to  emerge  from  his 
diftrefs.  ^ 

The  prefent  Emperor  had  an  intimate 
friend,  who  had  been  bred  up  with  him  from 
his  infancy.  When  the  prince  came  to  the 
throne  this  man  was  his  only  confidant.  His 
enemies  (for  fuch  diftinguiftied  favour  never 
fails  to  excite  ill-will)  perfuaded  the  Emperor 
to  remove  him  from  his  perfon,  by  giving  him 
a  government,  under  the  fpecious  pretext, 
that  the  favourite,  by  the  mildnefs  and  equity 
of  his  adminiftration,  would  foon  reftore  peace 
and  tranquility  to,  the  country.  The  prince 
liftened  to  the  infidious  counfel,  and  men- 
tioned it  to  his  friend,  who  fully  fatisfied 
with  the  mediocrity  of  his  fortune,  and  happy 
in  the  friendfhip  of  his  fovereign,  heard  the 

news 
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news  with  forrow.  He  made  known  his  ua- 
eafincfs  to  the  Emperor^  who  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  him  to  this  feparation,  afluring 
him  that  the  firft  perfon  who  (hould  prcfum^ 
to  accufe  him  fhould  be  punilhed  with  death. 
He  fubmitted  then  to  his  deftination,  hut  not 
without  regret ;  and  acquitted  bimfelf  irre- 
proachably of  all  the  duties  of  his  erxiptoy- 
ment.  The  whole  province  applauded  the 
mildnefs  of  his  adminiftration,  and.  the  neigh- 
bouring ones,  envying  the  happinefs  ojf  thofe 
who  lived  under  his  fway,  foHcited,  by  their 
deputies,  to  be  governed  by  fuch  rulers.  Thii 
blamelefs  conduft  proved  his  ruin.  His  ene*^ 
ttiies,  taking  the  advantage  of  the  revolt 
of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which  had 
refufed  to  pay  tribute  to  their  governors,  per- 
fuaded  the  Emperor  that  his  old  friend,  elated 
with  the  popular  favour,  had  the  defign  of 
making  himfelf  independent.  This  charge 
fufficed  for  his  condemnation.  He  was  re- 
called from  his  government,  and  without 
hearing  or  feeing  him,  the  Emperor  ordered 
him  to  be  confined  in  a  corn  magazine,  and 
to  be  fed  •  only  once  a  day.  In  this  confine- 
ment, where  he  had  fcarcely  room  to  breathe, 

he 
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he  languifhed  unheard  of  for  fifteen  years. 
The  Emperor  imagined  he  had  been  long 
dead,  when  the  fon  of  this  unhappy  man 
having  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  a  revolt,  .in 
ivhich  he  received  fcveral  wounds  to  iave  the 
Emperor,  ventured  to  a(k,  as  the  only  reward 
of  his  fervices,  permiffion  to  deliver  his  fa* 
ther  from  prifon.  This  requeft  awaked  the 
afFeftion  of  the  Emperor,  who,  aftoni£hed 
to  find  that  his  friend  was  flill  alive,  inftantly 
ordered  that  he  fliould  be  releafed  from  his 
painful  abode.;  placed  him  again  near  his  per* 
fbn,  and  reftored  him  to  his  former  confi- 
dence and  friendfhip.  During  fb  long  a  fpace 
of  time  the  old  man  was  never  once  heard 
to  give  utterance  to  a  fingle  complaint.  He 
had  often  enjoined  his  fon,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  to  beware  of  incurring  the  difpleafure 
of  the  prince  by  daring  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf* 
He  affirmed  that  he  fhould  one  day  be  re* 
leafed,  and  heard  the  news  of  his  deliveraiice 
with  as  little  emotion  as  he  had  done  that 
of  his  unjuft  condemnation. 

When  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  is  in- 
formed that  a  province  is  growing  rich,  iu 
coniequence  of  a  long  continuance  of  peace, 

he 
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he.  impofcs  more  than  the  ordinary  taxes, 
which  does  not  fail  to  excite  the  murmurs  of. 
the  inhabitants,  and  this  is  the  very  objeft  he 
has  in  view.  The  people,  whofe  taxes  arc 
thus  augmented,  aflemble  to  deUberate,  and 
en  fuch  occafions  the  hot-headed  are  fure  to 
run  to  arms.  At  firft  the  Emperor  tempo- 
rizes, afFedls  to  yeild  to  the  juft  reprefenta- 
tions  of  his  fubjefts,  and  taking  care  to  in- 
form himfelf  of  the  number  of  the  revokers, 
their  names  and  wealth,  reduces  the  taxes  to 
their  ordinary  amount,  and  public  tranquility 
is  inftantly  re-eftablifhed.  This  calm,  how- 
ever, is  more  dangerous  to  the  province  than 
the  tempeft  itfelf ;  for,  by  the  removal  of  the 
chiefs,  either  by  alluring  them  to  his  court, 
or  charging  them  with  fome  honourable 
commiffion,  he .  neceffitatcs  their  abfence 
from  their  province.  He  then  takes  ven- 
geance, by  ordering  the  adjacent  ones  to  attack 
it,  under  the  pretence  of  rebellion,  and 
comes  in  for  one  half  of  the  plunder.  The 
people  taken  by  furprize,  attacked  on  all  fides, 
and  deprived  of  their  leaders,  are  eafily  over- 
come :  they  fubmit  and  pay  ;  and  the  Em- 
peror then  puts  a  flop  to  havoc  and  depreda- 

tionn 
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tion.  It  often  happens  that,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  having  exceeded  their  orders,  the 
provinces^  that  had  affifted  in.  executing  his 
vengeance,  are  in  their  turn  fubjefted  to  the 
Sentence  -  which  they  had  inflifted  on  their 
neighbours.  By  this  barbarous  fpecies  of  po- 
Kcy  the  prince  contrives  to  get  into  his  hands 
^l  the  riches  of  the  empire. 

It  is  moft  probable  that  the  reigning  prince 
is  of  the  nation  of  the  Monfelemines ;  for  his 
domineering  paffion  is  avarice,   the  inherent 
vice  of  that  people.     The  inhabitants  of  Cape 
Non  affirm  that  his  mother  was   of  their 
country ;  and  this  is  very  probable,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  contrary  aflertion  of  the  Moors. 
Differing  in  every  refpe£l  from  his  father, 
who  left  his  people  in  the  poffeffion  of  tio 
arms,   the  prefent  emperor  leaves  theca  no 
money,  but  he  allows  them  to  be  armed ;  and 
all  the  Moors  are  now  fo,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Bilidulgerid.   From  this  policy  he  obtains  ano- 
ther advantage,  that  of  difpenfing  with  re- 
gular troops.     If  he  wifhes  to  make  war,  he 
'  orders  a  whole  province  to  march,   and  the 
province  inftantly  aflembles  her  fwarms  of 
warriors.     They  are  led  to  the  field  by  the 
>    .  hopes 
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hopes  of  plunder,  never  think  of  the  future^ 
and  atre  infatuated  enough  not  to  perceive 
that  they  thcmfelves  will,  fooncr  or  later,  he- 
conte  vidims  to  the  blind  fubtmfCon  which 
they  pay  to  the  orders  of  the  Emperor. 

Commerce  commands  his  attention^  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  fums  it  brings  to  the  trea- 
fury.  He  permits  all  nations  to  eftablifli  facr 
tories  in  his  territories  }  exafts  the  twelfth  of 
the  cargo  for  his  cuftoms ;  and  frequently 
forces  the  merchants  to  pay  him  conilderable 
fums  for  permiffion  to  carry  on  their  traffic 
-without  moleftation.  Affairs  of  commerce 
arc  in  this  country  carried  on  with  much  tar- 
dinefs ;  this  is  occafioned  by  no  bufmefs  being 
done  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  any 
more  than  on  the  Chriflian  holidays.  Sunday 
is  a  day  of  moft  profound  rcpofe,  for  on  that 
day  the  Chriftians,  who  carry  on  the  much 
greater  part  of  the  traffic,  Ihut  up  their  ware* 
houfcs. 

The  Jews,  to  whom  he  grants  the  free  «x- 
ercife  of  their  religion  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  his  dominions,  furnifli  him  with  im-^ 
menfe  fums  of  money ;  the  induftry  of  this 
wandering  race  of  men  being  a  never  ccafing 

fourccf 
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JR>urce  of  wealth.  He  facilitates  their  com- 
mercfe,  and  even  furniihes  them  with  a  capi- 
tal, but  he  knows  how  to  recover  it  with 
ufury.  The  Jew  is  the  flave  of  the  nation ; 
and  hence  it  is^  that  if  a  Moor  or  a  Chriftian 
kill  a  Jew>  he  is  condemned  to  pay  a  penalty 
of  one  hundred  dollars  ;  but  if  a  Moor  (hould 
kill  a  Chriftian,  money  cannot  fave  his  life, 
for  the  Emperor  would  fear  to  lofe  the  com- 
merce of  the  Europeans^  if  the  murder  re-* 
mained  unpuniihed.  Th^  Chriftian  on  th^ 
other  hand  may  commit  this  crime  with  im- 
punity ;  for  the  Emperor  would  never  be 
made  to  believe,  thiit  in  his  dominions,  4 
Chriftian  would  dare,  except  in  felf-defcnee, 
to  kill  a  Moon  . 

Though,  every  citizen,  as  I  have  already 
pbferved,  is  obliged  to  ferve  the  Emperor,  he 
notwitbftanding  always  keeps  on  foot,  a  body 
of  regular  troops^  compofed.  of  Moors*  His 
father  left  him  an  army  of  well  dilciphned 
negroes,  under  the  command  of  a  black  Pa- 
.cha;,  hut  the  prefent  Emperor  having  con- 
trived to  gain  the  refpeft  of  the  people  by 
Avhom  his  father  was  detefted,  has  changed 
all  the  eftabliihments  of  the  preceding  reign. 

L  He 
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He  rid  himfclf  almoft  entirely  of  this  negro 
army,  by  expofing  it  in  the  delfiles  of  Mount 
Atlas  againft  the  Monfelemines.  He  flood 
much  in  fear  of  thefe  foreign  foldiers,  who 
formed  a  body  of  forty  thoufand  men  ;  for  he 
had  often  been  a  witnefs  to  their  fpirit  of  mu- 
tiny. His  beft  difciplined  troops,  and  thofe 
on  whom  he  moft  depends  on  all  critical  oc- 
cafions,  are  a  band  of  twa  hundred  and  fifty 
French  renegadoes,  commanded  l^  an  Alcaide 
of  the  fame  nation.  This  chief,  in  the  year 
1784,  w^s  the  Ton  of  a  hat*maker  at  Paris,  ^f 
thenameof  Boiflelin.  The  band  is  cdmpofed 
of  Frenchmen  who  have  defertcd  from  Spam* 
They  are  well  paid,  feldom  emploiyed,  and  in 
time  of  peace  arc  ftationed  at  Mogodor,  The 
Alcaide  of  the  rencgadoes  is  the  fole  judge  of 
all  their  difputes,  or  delinquencies ;  he  is  not 
bound  to  render  any  account  of  his  conduct 
except  to  the  Empefor  himfelf.  Although 
the  renegadoes  are  permitted  to  have  fcveral 
wives,  they  are  generally  fatisfied  with  one  j 
the  greater  part  even  difpenfc  with  them  alto- 
gether. There  are  alfo  eight  hundred  other 
fenegadoes  of  the  Spahifli  and  Portugucfe  na- 
tions ;   but  they  form  no  diftinft  body,  are 
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diAributed  in  the  different  parts  of  the  em- 
pire, and  ttc  fubjedi  to  the  orders  of  the  go** 
vernors  of  provinces. 

The  rcafon  that  the  Emperor's  orders  are 
MA  put  in  force  at  a  diftaace  from  the  feat  of 
empire,  is,  becaufe  he  promifes  and  never 
pays  ]  he  knows  how  to  make  himfelf  mslfter 
of  moriey^  but  is  unacquainted  with  the  art 
of  beflowing  it«  When  be  wants  to  purchafe 
flaves,  the  Jews  are  charged  with  this  com- 
miflion.  The  Jews  temporize,  in  concert 
with  the  governors,  fbmetimes  under  one  pre- 
text^ fometunes  under  another,  till  the  £m« 
peror,  tired  with  their  delay,  fends  other  Jews 
en  the  fame  errand,  who  with  the  certainty 
€)f  never  heiag  paid,  are  as  l^ittle  folicitous  as 
the  firft  to  fulfil  their  cqmmiflion. 

The  indepeadent  Arabs,  who  know  his 
chara£ler,  will  not. deliver  up  their  captives 
on  bis  bare  promife ;  and  for  this  leafon  it  is 
that  the  ChriAiau3  have  no  hope  of  deliver- 
ance from  tb^r  captivity,  except  through  the 
meains  of  the  merchants  who  are  fpread  over 
the  empire.  Thefe  merchants  would  haflen 
their  relief;  but  they  arc  obliged  to  have  rc- 
courfe  to  flratagems,  in  order  to  get  the  £m- 

JL  a  perar*8 
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pcror's  permiffion  to  redeem  the  captives. 
Scarcely  have  the  natives  of  Bilidulgerid  the 
word  of  the  merchants  when  they  give  up 
their  flaves.  They  are  under  ho  apprehenfion 
of  being  defrauded  of  the  ranfom  agreed  on, 
for  there  has  never  occurred  an  iiiftance  of 
the  head  of  a  commercial  houfe  having  failed 
in  performing  his  engagements.  The  Moors 
accordingly  fay,  that  Chriftians  may  be  de- 
pended on,  as  their  religion,  which  they 
icrupuloufly  obferve,  forbids  them  .  to  lie. 
This  received  opinion  gives  great  facility  to 
commerce,  and  tends  much  to  eafe  the  fufFer- 
ings  of  thofe  unhappy  men  who  are  fhip- 
Wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary ;  .for  as  foon 
as  fuch  an  event  happens,  the  inhabitants  im- 
mediately inform  the  Chriflian  merchants, 
but  never  give  advice*  to  the  Emperor,  who 
only  hears  of  it  by  accident. 

Among  a  people  fo  fuperftitious  as  the 
Moors,  it  is  not  furpriling  that  ambitious  men 
frequently  endeavour  to  make  parties  in  the 
ftate.  The  abufe  of  power,  their  country- 
men's fondnefs  for  novelty,  the  defire  of  in- 
dependance  fo  natural  to  man,  all  concur  In 
ftimulatingiuch  turbulent  charafters  to  fpread 

their 
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their  opinions  among  the  country  people. 
They .  have  ever  recourfc  to  the  fpecious  pfea 
of  religion,  and  however  abfurd  their  argu- 
ments,  never  fail  of  finding  fanatical  partizans, 
cfpecially  if  the  impoftor  has  dexterity  enough 
by  fome  artful  trick  to  furprize  the  mind,  ■ 
and  gain  the  attention  of  thefc  ignorant  peo* 
pie.  He  takes  care  above  all  to  boafl  a  divine 
intercourfe  with  the  prophet,  and  hisdodrine 
never  fails  to  allow  ofall  kind  of  pillage  ;  a  pow- 
erful incitement  to  a  nation  naturally  addided 
to  rapine.  His  (cdaries  run  to  arms  and  fall 
upon  the  poffeffions  of  the  Emperor.  The 
latter  immediately  fets  an  army  on  ib6t,  being 
unwilling  to  depend  upon. the  zeal  of  the 
the  provinces,  who  have  nothing  to  gain,  but 
every  thing  to  lofe,  and  who  might  very  pro- 
bably be  drawn  into  the  fedition,  through 
the  defirc  of  novelty,  and  the  hope  of  meet- 
ing with  better  treatment.  The  Eraperor^s 
troops,  w-ell  difciplined,  and  under  the  con- 
duft  of  able  leaders,  bred  up'in  arms,  foon 
difperfe  the  rebels,"  who  not  daring  to  appear 
in  their  provinces  after  their  defeat,-  where 
they  would  be  treated  as  facriliglousperfons, 
take  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Atbs,  froril 
whence  it  is  not  poffible  to  diflodge  them,  Here 
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they  form  themfclves  into  bands  of  robbers, 
and  attack  every  one  who  falls  in  their  way. 
They  frequently  naakc  incurfions-  into  the 
plains,  and  as  they  are  drefled  and  fpeak  like 
the  natives,  there  is  no  guarding  againft 
thena.  They  get  information  of  the  depar* 
turc  of  the  caravans,  which  they  attack  ind 
generally  plunder.  Thofe  of  the  Emperor, 
tranfporting  the  royal  revenue  arifing  from 
the  cuftoms  of  the  different  fea-ports,  are  not 
more  refpe£led  than  the  others.  But  the 
cfcorts  are  in  general  fo  ftrong,  that  thefe  ca- 
ravans are  rarely  pillaged. 

A  rebel  of  this  difcription,  pndcr  the  reign 
of  the  prefcntEn»peror,  purfued  his  conquefts 
to  the  very  city  of  Morocco.  The  multitude, 
on  whom  his  miracles,  his  revelations,  and  a 
tboufand  other  pious  abfurdities  had  impofed, 
were  ready  to  join  the  ftandard.  The  Em* 
peror  was  oiily  fuftained  by  his  French  rene- 
gadoes,  who  had  haftily  repaired  to  the  capi- 
tal, and  by  a  fmall  body  of  his  moft  faithful 
Moors.  The  Prince  perceiving  that  force 
could  be  of  no  avail,  had  recourfe  to  ftrata- 
gem,  and  advari:ing  towards  the  people  atthe 
head  of  his  renegadoes,  cripd  oi|t  with  a  loud 

voice. 
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voice,  that  if  the  man  before  him  were  really 
a  meflenger  of  the  prophet,  he  would  be  the 
firft  to  kifs  the^duft  of  his  feet ;  but  that  It 
was  at  leaft  neceffary  to  know  the  will  of  the 
great  prophet,  and  that  for  that  purpofe  he 
was  going  to  the  niofque.  The  rebel  chief 
obferving  that  the  people  applauded  thefe  fen^ 
timents,  and  finding  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  party,  while  the  Emperor  was  abanr 
doned  by  his  fubjefts,  conceived  he  had  no- 
thing to  fear.  Taking  an  efcort  of  chofen 
men,  he  repaired  thither  likewife.  They 
remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and  on 
their  return  to  the  people,  the  Emperor  aflced 
the  impoftor  what  it  was  that  the  prophet 
had  infpired  him  with.  **To  dethrone  thee,*' 
replied  he,  **  and  to  ufc  violence  if  thou  do 
not  fubmit  with  refignation.**  ~  **  Well, 
then,'*  faid  the  Emperor,  "-the  prophet  has 
revealed  tome^  that  I  fliould  acknowledge  for 
my  fucceflijr  tha  perfon  who  lying  proftrate 
on  the  ground,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  peo- 
ple, ihould  continue  in  that  poflure  with. a 
ftone  weighing  five  thoufand  pounds  fufpend- 
ed  over  his  head^  and  ready  to  cruih  him. 
Lay  thy felf  down  then  if  thou  art  truly  Vent 
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,by  the  prophet ;  and  if  all  the  wonders  whick 
thou  haft  hitherto  performed,  be  not  falfe  mi- 
fades  ia vented  to  deceive  the  {people,  theftone 
will  remain  fulpended  over  thee  in  the  fame 
manner  as  over  Mahomet's  tomb  at  Mecca.  I 
ihall  then  be  the  fiift  to  fubmit  to  thy  laws, 
and  to  giye  to  my  people  the  example  of 
fidelity." 

The  impoftor  did  not  chufe  to  accept  this 
p-opofal ;  but  the  peoplp  haying  applauded  the 
renegadoes,  laid  hold  of  him,  nqtwithftanding 
the  refiftancc  made  by  his  guard,  raifed  over 
him  a  large  ftone,  whiph  inftead  of  remaining 
fufpended,  fell  and  cruflied  him  to  death. 

This  fortunate  ftratagem,  and  the  courage 
of  the  rcnegadoqs,  who  were  not  to  be  inti- 
midated, by  the  number  of  their  enemies,  prc- 
ferved  the  Emperor,  and  ipfured  to  them  the 
inviolable  attachment  and  lafting  generofity 
of  that  Pance,  who  reviews  them  once  a 
year,  clothes  them  apew,  and  allows  them 
pay  in  proportion  to  the  eminent  fervices  dif- 
played  on  the  above  moft  critical  occafion. 

When  a  perfon  is  accufcd  before  the  Em- 
peror, and  the  Prince  has  fpoken,  no  one 
dares  to  reply  ;    fuch  prefumption  would  be 

attended 
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attended  with  certain  and  indant  death.  The 
Alcaide  of  the  French  renegadoes  was  the 
only  perfon  who  ever  attempted  it  with  im- 
punity. **  Thou  favoured  the  flight  of  thy 
countrymen/*  faid  the  Emperor  to  him,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  people,  *'  I  know  it  from 
good  authority,  and  thou  art  to  expeft  the 
punilhment  which  fuch  a  crime  defeirves."---- 
**  O,  mighty  Prince,  thou  haft  been  deceivr 
cd,'*  replied\he  Alcaide.  "  Wha^'^  feid 
the  Emperor,  ^*  thou  doft  not  admit  the 
rharge  f  *' — *•  No,"  my  lord,  **  cofnmand 
my  accufers  to  appear  in  thy  prefence,  ai^ 
thou  wilt  know  the  truth."  This  determin- 
ed anfwer  would  have  been  for  any  other  ?i 
Sentence  of  death,  but  it  faved  the  life  of  the 
Alcaide.  His  accufers,  among  whom  was 
a  Pacha,  were  ordered  to  appear ;  and  al- 
though the  charge  was  true,  yet  it  could  not 
be  proved,  and  they  were  inftantly  put  to 
death.  The  Alcaide  on  the  contrary  was  re- 
warded. I  heard  hicp  relate  this  circumftance 
bimfelf. 

Wlien  a  Moorifli  army  is  on  the  march 
no  order  is  obferved ;  only  thofe  who  carry 
the  colours  march  at  the  head  of  the  troops.. 

The 
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The  horfc  are  iiidifcriminatelj  mixed  with 
the  foot.  When  they  arrive  upon  their 
ground  the  whole  aflemble,  but  no  rolKcall 
takes  place.  The  encampment  is  circular ;  the 
genei^ars  tent,  and  that  deftined  for  religious 
ceremonies,  are  placed  in  the  middle.  To* 
wards  night  centinels  are  planted  before  the 
tents;  the  troops  lie  oa  the  bare  ground; 
every  Quarter  of  an  hour  their  war-<:ry  goes 
round  their  camp  to  prove  their  vigilance ; 
and  during  the  whole  night  a  moil  terrible 
noife  is  heard.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  fur* 
prize  their  camp,  for  the  troops  fleep  in  their 
clothes,  and  on  their  arms.  Their  horfei  tied 
only  to  a  fmall  i^ake,  are  difin  gaged  in  an  in-* 
jftant,  and  ready  for  aflion.  They  fwim 
acrofs  rivers,  and  tranfport  their  baggage  upon 
rafts  made  of  tent  poles,  fuftained  by  inflated 
goat-fkins.  When  an  army  approaches  a  city, 
the  cavalry  come  out  to  meet  them,  and  both 
parties  advance  in.  a  (ham  fight.  They  fall 
upon  each  other  in  full  ipecd,  and  after  dif-* 
charging  their  carbines,  the  cavalry  retreat,  load 
as  thev  make  off,  and  return  to  the  charge 
feveral  times  on  the  fame  front.  We  were 
entertained  with  thi^  fpeSracle  before  the  city 
ofAzemor, 

The 
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The  naval  forces  of  the  empire  of  Morocco 
are  very  inconfiderable.  Their  corfairs,  how- 
ever, are  by  oo  means  to  be  deipiied.  Tbejr 
always  endeavour  to  board  the  veflels  they 
attack,  and  as  their  crews  arenumerousp  have 
often  the^advantage.  They  fcarcely  ever  lofe 
iight  of  the  land  ;  and  if  they  find  themielveg 
purfued  by  a  fuperior  foroe^  they  foon  take 
ihelter  under  the  cannon  of  fome  fort. 

The  towns  of  Barbary  are  very  ill  built  j 
the  ftreets  are  narrow  and  without  pavement ; 
there  consequently  are  no  carriages  to  be 
feen^  The  houfes  have  no  windows  towards 
the  ftreets  r  the  roofs  are  terraced.  Several 
ancient  monuments  of  this  country  have  fallen 
into  ruin.  At  the  entrance  into  Morocco  is 
ieen  a  magnificent  bridge  of  a  furprifing 
length.  The  town  of  Rabate  is  well  forti* 
fied,  and  in  fbme  parts  paved*  That  of  Mo« 
godor,  however^  is  much  more  elegant,  for  the 
French  merchants  have  built  there  {everal 
magnificent  houfes  of  hewn  Aone  ;^they  have 
alfo  in  common  a  large  garden,  given  them  by 
the  Emperor,  which  is  kept  in  excellent 
order* 

The  territory  is  fertile,  and  produces  abun* 
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dantly  all  the  neceflarics  of  life.  The  moun- 
tains  are  extremely  abrupt.  The  chain  known 
by  the  appellation  of  Atlas,  in  the  part  oppofite 
to  Morocco,  is  entirely  covered  with  fnow  the 
whole  year  round. 

The  Moors  who  inhabit  that  part  of  thofe 
mountains  which  lies  near  St.  Croix,  leave 
not  a  fingle  inch  of  land  untilled.  They  fup- 
port  their  grounds,  by  fmall  walls.  It  often 
happens  that  a  cultivated  fpot  is  not  more 
than  eight  or  ten  feet  in  breadth.  A  perfon 
obferving  with  what  care  the  foil  is  laid  out 
would  be  apt  to  imagine  that;  it  was  extremely 
fcarce  in  thefe  parts ;  yet  at  fome  leagues  dif* 
tance  there  are  extenfive  plains  of  excellent 
earth,  which  are  totally  left  wafte ;  nor  is  it 
eaiy  to  find  out  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  pradlice, 
tmlefs  it  arife  from  a  preference  given  to  the^ 
cultivation  of  the  mountains,  where  property 
is  better  fecured  from  depredation.  By  occu- 
pying the  neighbourhood  of  Bilidulgerid,  they 
can  eafily  take  refuge  thefe,  for  they  are  maf- 
ters  of  the  defiles  in  the  way,  and  of  courfe 
are  fecure  from  furprife.  This,  doubtlefs,  in- 
duces them  to  prefer  fuch  flerile  fpots  to  the 
pleafant  habitations,  which  the  neighbouring 
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champaign  country  would  afford.  When  har- 
veft  is  got  in,  it  is  the  cuuom  to  fct  fire  to 
the  ftubble.  They  prefervcuicir^corn  as  at 
Bilidulgerid.  As  to  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  every  one  knows,  and  particularly  at 
Marfeillcs,  with  what  advantagfes  it  is  attend- 
ed. On  clofing  thefe  refleaions,  what  re- 
mains to  be  obferved,  is,  that  nothing  is  want- 
ing to  render  the  a  Moors  profperous  and  an 
invincible  nation,  but  fixed  laws,  and  an  ad- 
miniflration  independent  of  the  caprice  of 
their  Emperors. 
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VOYAGE  TO  GALEM,  AND  RETURN  TO 
FRANCE. 

RESTORED  again  to  my  family,  I 
thought  to  have  enjoyed  fome  confokr 
tion,  but  1  was  cruelly  difappointed.  Idifco- 
vercd,  with  great  pain,  that  my  relations  gave 
no  credit  to  the  ftory  of  my  fuffcrings .  Some  of 
them  told  me,  that  as  I  had  brought  them 
upon  myfelf,  they  were  nothing  more  thaa 
what  I  deferved.  Others,  quite  unmoved  at 
my  fituation,  had  not  even  condefcended  to 
anfwer  the  oWiging  letters  they  had  received 
from  feveral  merchants  at  Bordeaux,  who  not 
being  of  the  fame  opinion  with  my  family, 
^had  warmly  interefted  themfelves  in  my  be- 
half, Thefe  merchants  had  had  the  goodnefs 
to  write  to  Cadix,  Mogodor,  Sallce,  and 
other  places,  to  urge  every  poffible  merins  df 
extricating  me  from  my  miferable  condition ; 
engaging  thcmfclves,  without  any  limitation, 
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to  defray  every  expence  attending  it.  I  think 
it  incumbent  on  me  to  infert  ajetter  to  this 
efFeift  which  I  received  by  duplicate  at  Sainte 
Croix  de  Barbarie,  and  which  was  written  to 
me  by  Mr.  Mocquart  of  Bordeaux.  It  came 
to  my  hands  by  the  means  of  a  Jew, 


Mr.  Saugnier,  ' 

•*  I  only  heard  yefterday  of  the  misfortunes 
that  have  befallen  you.  I  had  that  information 
by  a  letter  Mr.  Lanefpeze,  junior,  your  mate, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Mure,  the  French  conful  at 
Sall^e^  dated  the  2 1  ft  February  laft,  which 
Mr.  Mure  fent  to  Mr.  Lanefpeze,  fenior,  the 
J 4th  March.  There  is  no  evil,  *my  dear 
friend^  without  a  remedy.  May  C5od  preferve 
your  health,  and  we  will  foon  relieve  you  from 
your  diftrefs.  I  wrote  yefterday  to  Air. 
Mure,  to  engage  him  toufe  all  poflible  means 
to  find  you  out,  and  immediately  to  furnifh 
what  is  neceflary  for  your  ranfom,  and  I  have 
made  myfelf  anfwerable  for  the  payment.  By 
which  means,  my  dear  Sir,  I  hope,  that  al- 
though  your  misfortunes  have  been  great, 

that 
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that  they  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  Do 
not  thcngiveyourfelf  uptoforrow^  Icarneftljr 
intreat  you.  It  would  be  fo  much  the  more 
unworthy  of  you,  as  you  (hould  know  how 
to  furmount  the  adverfities  of  fortune,  to 
which  you  have  been  fo  long  iniired. 

^'  Your  friends,  Meffrs.  Floquet,  fet  fail  the 
29th of  December ;  they  met  with  bad  weather^ 
and  were  obliged  to  put  into  Breft  the  7th  of 
January  ;  their  letter  of  the  loth  informs  me 
they  were  to  fail  again  the  nth* 

**  This  is  all  the  account  I  have  of  them  to 
the  prefent  time.  I  imagine  they  are  arrived 
by  this  time.  I  am  now  ihipping  them  a 
fmall  confignment,  part  of  which  is  a  fKU. 
I  thought  your  arrival  would  have  preceded 
theirs*  But  aftef  all,  I  hope  it  is  only  delay-* 
cd»  Apropos,  I  have  written  to  Mi  Mure^ 
if  by  chance  it  fliouldbe  in  his  power,  to  fend 
you  either  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Louis  at  Sene- 
gal, or  to  Gorce,  if  agreeable  to  you  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  your  declining  it,  I  have  defired  him 
to  forward  yoUr  return  to  France  with  all 
poflible  expedition  ;  adding^  that  which  ever 
propofal  you  chufe  to  accept,  he  may  dill  look 
to  me  for  reimburfcment. 

M  **  I  wrote, 
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"  I  wrote,  befides,  by  the  fame  convey- 
ance to  David  Benatar,  a  Jew,  fettled  at  Mo- 
godor,  (the  perfon  to  whom  Lanefpeze  ad- 
dreffed  his  letter  to  M.  Mure,)  to  engage 
him  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power  to  find 
you  out,,  and  to  give  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  the  fame  to  M.  Mure.  After  having  taken 
the  foregoing  fteps  in  order  to  terminate  your 
misfortunes,  the  end  of  which  I  (hall  fee 
with  extreme  fatisfaftion,  I  am,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  attachment.  Sir, 

*'  Yours,  &c. 

**  M,  MOCQUART.'^ 

My  mother,  who  is  far  from  being  in  eafy 
circumftances,  wasthe  only  one  of  my  relations 
who  felt  for  my  diftrefs.  She  furnifhed  me 
with  linen,  and  other  neceffaries,  as  far  as  the 
fcantinefs  of  her  means  would  allow  One  of 
my  uncles,  a  prebendary,  and  in  good  circum- 
ftances, fent  me  300  livres,  more  through 
oftentatiou  than  friendfliip,  obferving  that  it 
was  the  laft  prefent  I  (hould  receive  at  his 
hands,  and  that  notwithftanding  the  intereft 
he  took  in  my  fufFerings,  he  could  not  here- 
after do  any  thing  more  for  me#  In  this  try- 
in  2: 
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ing  lit  nation,  with  fd  fmall  a  ftock,  and  with 
only  the  coat  I  had  on  my  back,  I  determined 
upon  returning  to  Paris,  and  engaging  myfelf 
in  my  original  line  of  bufinefs,  however  pain- 
ful the  ta(k.  I  did  not  repine  at  my  fate,  for 
by  cotii paring  the  iituatiori  I  had  lately  expe- 
rienced, with  that  in  which  I  noW  found  my- 
felf, I  confidered  the  latter  as  a  ftate  of  hap^ 
pinefs^  although  my  health  had  bden  greatly 
impaired  by  the  hardfhips  of  flavery.  My 
example  ought  to  ferve  as  a  leflbn  to  thofe 
young  people,  who  even  if  they  are  of  an  af- 
fluent family,  ought  never  to  depend  too  much 
upon  the  fupport  of  their  relations.  Selfifti- 
nefs  prevails  in  France,  and  the  tics  of  blood 
are  a  mere  illufion.  We  are  in  the  wrong 
not  to  allow  that  the  fault  of  an  individual  re- 
flects dilhonour  upon  his  family,  and  that  they 
ought  to  partake  of  the  fhame ;  for  frequently 
they  are  the  only  caufe  of  his  delinquency, 
by  the  barbarity  with  which  they  treat  the 
unhappy  perfon,  whom  defpair  alone  has  led 
on  to  crimes.  Whenever  fuch  calamity  hap- 
pens, the  fault  is  almoft  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  family.  With  lefs  avarice^  and  more 
gentlcnefs  and  good-nature,  they  would  foon 

M  a  reclaim 
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reclaim  the  errors  of  an  cxafperated  mind, 
which,  urged  on  by  want  and  difpair,  is  prone 
to  confider  every  thing  allowable  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  life. 

Having  taken  this  refolution,  I  remained 
in  quiet  at  my  mother's  houfe  till  I  recovered 
my  health.  In  the  mean  while  I  wrote 
to  feveral  ibop-keepers  in  the  capital,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  a  place.  But  I  was  not  yet 
come  to  the  end  of  my  misfortunes  ;  my  wan- 
derings were -not  terminated.  Heaven  had 
decided  othcrwife.  I  had  fufFered  much  in 
the  hope  cf  going  to  Senegal,  and  it  was  writ- 
tea  in  the  book  of  fate  that  I  fhould  go  there, 
I  received  at  this  time,  a  letter  from  the  elder 
of  nay  two  companions  in  misfortune.  He 
had  lately  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  learnt 
my  arrival  in  France,  through  the  merchants 
of  Borde^iux,  whom  I  had  thanked  for  the  fuc- 
cour  they  had  afforded  me  in  my  captivity, 
and  for  the  obliging  letters  which  they  had 
written  to  my  relations,  and  which  thofe  re^^ 
lations  had  never  deigned  to  anfwer. 

My  (hipwreck,  and  thelofs  of  our  common 
venture  had  thrown  the  greatcft  obftacles  in 
the  way  of  his  fuccefs,  as  well  as.  mine.     He 

embarked 
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embarked  in  the  Bayonnaife,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  and  two  months  after  his  depar- 
ture from  Bordeaux  arrived  at  Senegal, 
where  he  expefted  to  find  me.  My  abfence, 
the  uncertainty  of  my  being  alive,  and  the 
probable  lofs  of  our  common  efFefts,  had  prov- 
ed a  ftroke  of  thunder  to  him.  Some  time, 
however,  after  his  arrival  at  the  colony,  he 
had  learnt,  or  rather  had  conceived  fbme  fu- 
fpicion  of  my  (hipwreck  from  the  report  of 
fomc  wandering  Moors,  who  had  iprcad  about 
the  rumour  of  a  fhip  being  loft  on  their  coafts. 
This  news  determining  him,  after  a  refidence 
of  three  months  at  the  colony,  to  return  to 
France,  he  took  (hipping  for  Cape  Francois, 
from  whence  he  afterwards  failed  for  Bor- 
deaux. 

He  exhorted  me  in  his  letter  not  to  loic 
courage.  He'  drew  an  argument  from  my 
paft  misfortunes  to  infer  that  our  next  voyage 
would  be  more  profperous ;  and  he  gave  a  very 
flattering  account  of  the  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived from  traffic  at  Senegal.  He  likewife 
communicated  to  me  the  motive  of  his  com- 
ing to  Paris,  and  encouraged  me  to  purfue  my 
former  projefts.     The  recent  example  of- the 

M  3  ihip 
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ihip  Antonia,  Captain  Vegncux,  belonging  to 
Mcff.Lavayflc,  Puchclbergand  Co.  of  I'Orient, 
which,  with  a  cargo  of  42,000  livres  value,  had 
produced  more  than  500,^)00,  afforded  a  proof  of 
the  high  probability  of  making  a  fpccdy  and 
confiderable  fortune  in  that  country^  I  deter- 
mined then  once  more  to  try  mine.  I  had  rc^ 
peivcd  but  300  livres  from  my  uncle ;  a  fum 
far  from  being  fufficient  to  clothe,  maintain 
poe,  anddpfray  the  expences  of  anew  voyage ; 
and  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  making  ano- 
ther pffort  to  obtain  fupplies  from  my  family, 
and  at  length,  after  much  trouble  and  humi- 
liation, I  got  300  livres  more,  and  that  only 
on  my  mother's  becoming  my  fecurity,  with- 
out which  I  ftiould  never  have  fucceeded, 

I  rppaii:ed  to  Paris  with  this  fmall  ftock. 
There  were  feveral  companies  eftabliflied  in 
that  capital,  who  all  expefted  an  exdufive 
privilege  for  the  gum  trade  at  Senegal.  The 
hope  of  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
pany which  obtained  it,  induced  us  to  ftay  at 
Paris  for  the  ipace  of  two  months  to  no  pur- 
pofe. 

Perceiving  no  progrefs  made  in  our  bufi- 
fiefs,  and  that  we  were  only  amufed  with  fair 

promifcs, 
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promlfes,  we  fet  ofFfor  Bordeau^f,  a  place  of 
great  refource  to  thofe  who  are  not  deterred 
by  the  dangers  of  the  fea,  and  who  are  wil- 
ling to  apply  to  bufinefs.  We  hoped  to  meet 
with  fhips  taking  in  freight,  and  fortunately 
were  not  deceived  in  our  expeclations. 

Two  weeks  after  our  arrival  in  that  city, 
I  embarked  with  a  venture  on  board  the  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  commanded  by  Captain  Marc, 
of  Havre,  and  belonging  to  M*  I^malathie, 
merchant  of  Bordeaux.  This  veffel  was  to 
trade-  along  the  coaft,  and  thence  to  fet  fail 
fov  India,  after  having  delivered  provifionsfor 
the  garrifon  of  Senegal.  M.  Lamalathie  al- 
lowed me  a  commiflion  upon  fuch  negroes  as 
I  fliould  purchafe  in  concert  with  the  cap- 
tain. 

In  the  fituation  I  was  then  in,  I  was 
obliged  to  accept  any  conditions,  although  I 
was  well  aware  that  in  purchafing  jointly 
with  the  captain,  I  fliould  gain  next  to  no- 
thing, for  it  being  the  intereft  of  thcfe  gen- 
tlemen to  carry  on  the  trade  alone,  they  arc 
unwilling  to  fhare  the  commiflion  with  any 
one.  I  think  it  cffentially  necefHiry  for  the 
good  njanagement  of  an  expedition,  that  either 

M  4  thQ 
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the  entire  buiinefs  (hould  be  left  to  the  cap- 
tain, or  that  his  power  (hould  be  reftridcd 
to  the  mere  navigation  of  the  (hip.  A  diver- 
fity  of  opinions  is  ever  prejudicial :  one  ob- 
jects to  the  propofal  of  the  other,  and  this 
dilTenfion  proves  always  detrimental  to  the  in- 
tereftof  the  owners.  As  I  wa^  abfolutely 
bent  upon  going  to  Senegal,  I  clofed  with 
the  offers  of  M.  Lamalathie,  and  reconciled 
rayfelf  to  the  reft. 

My  partner  remained  at  Bordeaux  to  fit  out 
the  brig  to  Furet,  Captain  Gabory,  of  about 
70  tons  burden,  and  on  board  of  which  he 
embarked  fix  weeks  after  me.  The  Gufta- 
VMS  Adolphus  was^  a  prime  failor,  and  our 
voyage  (hort  and  fortunate.  On  leaving  the 
Canary  Iflands  we  neverthelefs  met  with  vio* 
lent  gales  of  wind,  which  fprung  our  main- 
maft,  an  accident  that  determined  the  cap- 
tain, from  the  impoifibility  of  repairing  it  tho* 
roughly  on  that  coaft,  not  to  hazard  the  voy* 
age  to  India  t  he  therefore  finilhcd  his  bufi- 
nefs  at  Goree,  where  he  flaid  a  twelvemonth, 
ai^  from  thence  failed  for  America. 

Scarcely  had  we  loft  fight  of  the  Canaries 

when  we  perceived  the  coaft  of  Africa.    The 
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ftory  of  my  misfortunes,  and  the  experience 
of  the  captain,  made  him  refolve  of  keeping 
well  out  to  feat  The  next  day,  however,  we 
made  Cape  Blanco,  and  perceived  two  wrecks, 
the  one  appearing  to  be  a  veflel  of  about  150 
tons,  and  the  other  a  frigate. 

We  arrived  without  much  difficulty  with- 
in fight  of  Senegal  the  13th  of  June,  1 785,  and 
the.  fame  day  we  croffed  the-  bar,  according 
to  the  report  of  feamen,  the  moft  dangerous 
in  the  world.  The  baV  is  the  efFe<5l  of  fever al 
fucceffive  furfs  that  conftantly  purfue  and 
break  upon  each  other  with  great  force.  This 
furf  is  occafioned  by  the  current  of  the  river, 
that  is  thrown  back  upon  itfelf  by  the  fea  into 
which  it  flows.  The  fand  carried  down  by 
the  ftream,  and  caft  back  by  the  fea,  forms  a 
flat  which  renders  this  paffage  inacceffible  to 
veffels  of  great  burthen.  There  was  only 
thirteen  feet  water  when  I  paffed  it.  I  ven- 
tured over  it  in  the  pilot's  boat.  I  did  not 
know  the  danger ;  but  when  the  violence  of 
the  furf  bore  us  aloft,  I  began  to  tremble  for 
my  life.  In  the  month  of  September  of  the 
fame  year,  though  the  bar  had  but  feven  feet 
^ater,  it  was  more  eafy  to  be  paffed  in  boats. 

It 
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It  feems  as  if  nature,  by  theie  dangers,  WQidd 
forbid  thie  Europeans  to  make  eflabliihments 
in  this  country,  where  they  come  only  to 
carry  on  a  commerce  difgraceful  to  huma- 
nity ;  but  the  defire  of  gain  prevails  over 
every  confideration,  and  furmounts  the 
grcateft  obftacles.  It  is  neceffary  to  be  piloted 
over  the  bar  by  negroes,  who  are  good  fwioi- 
mers,  and  will  not  eafily  abandon  the  whites 
in  the  moment  of  danger ;  they  often  favie 
them  when  the  boat  overfets,.  and  in  fuch 
cafe  the  beft  expedient  is  to  truft  ones  fdf 
entirely  to  their  care*  Woe  to  him,  who 
contradicts  them  during  this  dangerous  paf- 
,fage,  for  in  that  cafe,  if  an  accident  happ«i 
they  only  provide  for  their  own  fafety,  with- 
out paying  any  attention  to  the  fituation  of 
the  whites,  who  are  foon  fwallowed  up  by  the 
waves.  Of  this  truth  the  fate  of  M.  de  la 
EchoTiart,  Captain  of  theBayonnaife,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  month  of  April,  1786,  is  a 
melancholy  example. 

Having  croffed  the  bar,  we  went  on  fhore ; 
and  although  the  fun  was  extremely  hot,  I 
continued  my  way  to  Senegal  along  the  Bar- 
bary  point,  a  flip  of  fandy  ground,  from  fifty 

to 
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to  lixty  toifes  wide,  that  feparates  the  Niger 
from  the  fea.  The  breadth  of  the  river  near 
the  village  of  Gandiole  is  more  than  three 
hundred  toifes* 

The  ifland  of  Senegal  is  three  leagues 
higher  up«  This  ifland,  properly  fpeaking,  is 
only  a  bank  of  fand  in  the  middle  of  the 
river.  It  is  a  thoufaiyd  geometrical  paces 
long  and  about  fixty  in  its  greateft  width ;  is 
almoft  on  a  level  with  the  river,  and  with 
the  fea,  being  defended  from  the  latter  by 
Barbary  point,  which  is  of  greater  elevation 
than  the  colony.  The  eaftern  branch  of  the 
river  is  the  more  confiderable  of  the  two^ 
being  about  four  hundred  toifes  acrofs  ;  the 
weftern  branch  is  only  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred  toifes  wide.-  The  ifle  confifts  en- 
tirely of  burning  fands,  on  the  barren  fur- 
face  of  which  you  fometimes  meet  with  feat- 
terred  flints,  thrown  out  among  their  ballaft 
by  veflels  coming  from  Goree,  or  with  the 
ruins  of  buildings  formerly  eredled  by  Euro- 
peans. There  is  fcarcely  fuch  a  thing  as  a 
garden  upon  the  ifland ;  European  feeds 
ita  general  not  thriving  here.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  the  foil  is  fo  unprodudlive ;  for' 
%he  air  is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fea  fait, 

which 
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which,  pervades  every  thing,  and  cotifumej 
even  iron  in  a  very  (hort  fpace  of  time.  The 
heats  are  cxceffive,  and  rendered  ftill  more  in- 
fupportable  by  the  refledion  of  the  fand,  fo  that 
from  ten  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the  after- 
noon it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  do  any  work. 
During  the  months  of  January,  February, 
March,  and  April,  the  heats  are  moderated  ; 
but  in  Auguft,  and  in  the  following  ones,  they 
become  fo  oppreffive  as  to  afFe<3:  even  the  na- 
tives themfelves.  What  efFeft  then  muft 
they  have  upon  the  Europeans,  fuddenly 
tranfported  unto  this  burning  climate  ?  The 
nights  are  a  little  lefs  fultry;  not  always^ 
however,  but  only  when  the  fea  breeze  fets 
in.  It  is  then,  that  the  inhabitants  of  th©^ 
colony  breath  a  frefher  air,  for  which  they 
have  been  longing  the  whole  of  the  day; 
but  this  air  in  our  climate  would  feem  a 
burning  vapour.  The  nights  are  neverthe*  ' 
lefs  troublefome,  notwithftanding  the  conri-i 
forts  of  the  fea  breeze.  The  inftant  the  fun 
is  fet,  we  are  affailed  by  an  injfinity  of  gnats, 
which  are  called  mufquitos ;  their  flings  arfc 
very  painful,  and  their  multitude  incredible. 
The  inhabitants  find  but  a  poor  defence  in 

their 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  17  j 

their  gauze  curtains.  For  my  own  part,  ae- 
cuftomcd  as  I  had  been  to  live  among  the 
Moors,  I  was  but  little  annoyed  by  thele  in- 
fedts.  Being  half  a  favage,  1  felt  no  defire 
to  recommend  myfelf  to  the  favourable  re- 
gard of  the  fair-fex,  and  I  was  therefore 
under  no  neceffity  of  taking  care  of  my 
perfon.  In  imitation  of  my  former  mafiers^* 
I  fo^eared  myfelf  with  butter,  and  this  ex- 
pedient  preferved  me  at  all  times  from  thele 
impertinent  flingers,  thefe  fpitelefs  enemies 
to  the  repofe  of  the  human  kind. 

If  the  profpeft  of  Senegal  is  not  agreeable 
to  the  eye,  much  lefs  are  its  environs,  which 
are  covered  over  only  with  fand,  and  over- run 
with  mangles.  It  may  be  faid,  without  ex- 
aggeration, that  there  is  not  a  more  forlorn 
fituation  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  in- 
habited globe,  or  a  place  in  which  the  com- 
mon neceffaries  of  life  are  procured  with 
greater  difficulties.  Water,  that  indifpenfible 
aliment  of  man,  is  here  not  potable.  Wells 
are  dug  in  the  fand  to  the  depth  of  five  or 
fix  feet,  and  water  is  obtained  by  this  means ; 
but  whatever  pains  are  taken  to  frelhcn  it,  it 
ever  retains  a  bracki(h  tafte.     I  have  dUlillcd 

this 


174  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

this  water  myfelf,  and  obferved  that  it  always 
kept  a  difagreeable  favour,  which  cannot  fail 
to  be  hurtful  to  the  health  ;  it  is  true  that 
when  the  river  is  high,  its  ftreams  are  freffi, 
but  the  water  is  only  the  more  dangerous. 
It  proves  the  caufe  of  moft  of  thofe  maladies 
which  carry  off  the  Europeans  fo  rapidly, 
that  at  the  end  of  every  three  years  the 
colony  has  a  frefh  fet  of  inhabitants.  The 
blacks  themfelves,  although  accuftomed  to 
the  climate,  are  not  in  this  feafon  free  from 
difeafe. 

There  is  not  any  good  water  to  be  got  in 
the  country,  but  that  which  is  brought  forty 
leagues  down  the  river,  and  through  the 
moft  ihfeftious  fwamps.  A  fpring  of  good 
water  rifes,  however,  four  leagues  above  Gan- 
diole,  upon  the  way  from  Senegal  to  Goree, 
but  it  is  not  fufficiently  copious  to  become  of 
general  utility.  As  to  the  other  aliments  of 
life,  they  are  equally  unwholefome,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  lying  report  of  travellers,  and 
their  book-makers,  who  in  their  accounts  of 
this  fad  country,  feem  as  if  they  were  ftriv- 
ing  to  outdo  each  other  in  falfehood.  The 
meat  is  in  general  deteftably  bad,  and  the  fi(h 

of 
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of  an  ill  taftc.  It  ftiuft  be  drcffed  the  day  it 
is  caught ;  for  the  next  morning  it  is  good 
for  nothing.  The  oxen  furnifti  the  beft 
meat :  but  they  are  not  half  fo  tall  or  fo  big 
as  thofe  of  France,  even  of  Brittany.  Meffrs. 
Adanfon  and  Dumanet  have  taken  a  pleafure 
in  embelliftiing  the  narratives  they  have 
written  relative  to  thefe countries,  where  they 
have  found  fomething  marvellous  at  every 
ftep.  As  for  me,  who  have  gone  over  the 
greater  part  of  thefe  diftridls,  I  have  found 
the  country  only  more  or  lefs  deteftablc. 
No  man  can  fpeak  in  its  favour,  except  to 
anfvver  fome  particular  purpofe.  The  Se- 
negal company  derive  great  benefit  from  their 
commerce,  and  confequently  have  an  intereft 
in  reprefenting  the  country  as  a  terrcftrial 
paradife^  for  if  it  were  known  to  be  fuch  as 
it  is  in  faft,  they  would  find  nobody  to  go 
there,  the  chance  being  five  to  one  that  the 
adventurer  will  never  return,  {independent 
of  the  hazards  of  the  voyao;e)  and  that  in  the 
fpace  of  three  years.  It  muft,  however,  be 
confefTed  that  this  charming  country  has  one 
advantage,  which  is,  that  if  a  man  become 
tired  of  life  he   may  eafily  terminate  his  ex- 

illcnce 
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iftence  without  committing  the  crime  dE 
fuicide.  He  need  only  remain  at  Senegal  a 
little  while,  or  if  he  would  wifli  to  make  it 
Shorter  ftill,  let  him  undertake  a  voyage  te 
Galanb.  Thofe  on  the  contrary  who  wifli  to 
prolong  their  life  a  little  muft  be  fatisfied 
with  negro  foiod — ^and  heavens !  what  food ! 
The  females  pound  millet  in  wooden  mor- 
tars upon  the  fand,  but  it  is  {o  ill  prepared 
that  it  grates  between  the  teeth.  Walking 
or  riding  out  is  no  amufement  here,  as  it  is 
ever  attended  with  danger,  and  as  there  are 
no  lituations  tolerably  agreeable  nearer  than 
ten  leagues  from  the  colony.  Befides,  a  maa 
is  always  expofed  either  to  the  danger  of 
being  made  capturd  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  or  to  be  devoured  by  wild  hearts, 
fiich  as  the  tiger,  and  the  lion.  Neither 
can  fuch  excurfions  be  made  without  danger, 
even  when  the  colony  is  at  peace  with  the 
natives  of  the  country.  This,  however,  does 
not  involve  a  contradidlion,  for  there  are  in 
Sencgai,  as  in  every  other  part  of  Africa, 
troops  of  robbers,  who  carry  away  whatever 
they  meet  with,  and  who  wage  war  with  all 
the  world.     A  perfon  may,  therefore,  be  in 

danger 
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sdanger  even  in  tiifae  of  peace,  more  efpecklly 
•as  one  or  other  of  thefe  gangs  are  always 
fcouring  the  country.     Thefe  robbers  nevet 
"Attack  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  on  their 
own  groundj   but  whenever  they  find  tfaetxl 
upon  the  territories  of  their  enemies,   they 
.fail  not  to  lay  hold  of  the  occafion,  to  the 
Tuin  of  tlK)fe  whom  curiofity  leads  abroid. 
In  fkie^   in  order  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  this 
wretched  coJony,  let  it  fufficetpobferve,  with- 
out exaggeration^  that  it  is  the  moftdeteftable 
fpot  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ;   and  that  no- 
thing but  utter  ignoraiKe,  or  a  total  want  of 
any<3fther  means  of  fubfiftcncej   can  induct 
•a  man  to  fettle  thei^* 

While  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Puretj 
which  had  been  fitted  out  by  my  friend,  I 
had  time  to  ftudy  the  chara£ler  of  the  in- 
•hal>itant3  of  Senegal,  and  their  manner  of 
trading,  this  was  the  only  matter- to  which 
I  turned  my  attention.  I  was  (ionvinced  that 
I  (hould  never  fucceed  without  underftand- 
ing  thoroughly  the  people  with  whom  I  had 
to  deal ;  and  I  was  affifted  in  this  ftudy  by 
the  yownger  Floquct,  who  had  been  left  by 
his   brother  at  the  colony,  and  who^    with 
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the  afliftancc  of  the  Count  de  Repeiitignj, 
had  made  upon  the  whole  a  profitable  fpe- 
'  culation. 

At  that  time  there  were  only  three  Eu- 
ropean houfes  at  Senegal  that  carried  on  the 
greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  that  place ; 
thefe  were,  firft,  the  company's  houfe,  which, 
befides  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  gum 
trade,  dealt  alfo  in  (laves.  This  houfe  was 
certainly  the  moft  confiderable,  but  withal 
the  worft  regulated ;  the  perfons  who  had 
been  fent  by  the  company  having  no  know- 
ledge whatever  of  this  commerce.  It  was 
therefore  the  leaft  formidable.  That  of  M. 
Aubry  de  la  Fofle,  of  Nantz,  was  better  con- 
duced. With  a  fmaller  ftock  they  carried  on 
a  more  confiderable  trade ;  the  fuperintend- 
ance  of  the  houfe  was  committed  to  M.  Vig- 
neux,  formerly  captain  of  a  fliip  from  Nantz. 
He  was  the  perfon,  who  taking  the  advantage 
of  my  unhappy  (hipwreck,  which  happened  in 
the  year  1 784,  had  made  one  of  thofe  furprif- 
ingly  lucrative  bargains,  which  allure  fo  many 
of  our  countrymen  to  their  ruin.  He  made 
alfo,  in  the  years  1785  and  1786,  feveral 
highly  advantageous  fpeculations  without  go- 
ing 
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ing  from  Senegal ;   the  laft,  however,  coft 
him  his  life. 

The  third  houfe  was  conduced  by  M.  Paul 
Beois,  who  traded  folely  on  his  own  bottom* 
He  had  been  fonncrly  cooper  to  the  company 
at  Goree,  and  when  that  illand  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Enghfh,  took  refuge  in  Senegah 
He  was  the  man  the  beft  acquainted  with  the 
colony.  He  fpoke  the  negro  language  as 
well  as  the  negroes  themfelvcs,  lived  in  their 
manner,  and  always  found  means  to  lay  hold 
of  the  beft  bargains.  This  man,  who  could 
neither  write  nor  read,  had,  by  a  long  refi- 
.dence  in  the  country,  obtained  a  thorough 
Jcnow ledge  of  trade;  but  though  he  could 
rival  the  company,  he  found  himfelf  unable 
to  ftand  the  competition  of  M*  Vigneuxj 
who.  Ignorant  as  he  was  of  the  country,  had 
nevcrthelefs  a  great  advantage  in  the  better 
aHbrtment  of  his  articles,  and  the  friendly  ad<« 
.vice  of  the  natives,  who  detcft  whatever  bears 
the  name  of  company. 

The  principle  perfons  among  them,  as  WpU 
negroes  as  mulattos,  engaged  in  commerce  on 
their  own  account,  were  7>&^tf;io/,  aman,who 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life  had  fpcnt  a  great 
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deal   of  money  at  Paris,  itnd  had  affumed  the 
title  of  an  African  prince  ;  Saint- Jean^  his  bro-^ 
ther-in-Iav/,  who  was  fon  of  an  Englifliman, 
formerly  a  governor  of  Senegal,  and  who  had 
been  at  London  ;  Le  Juge  of  the  fame  family^ 
who  had  travelled  into  India  and  through  all 
Europe ;  Dubois^  a  negro,  the  moft  artful  of 
the  fet,   and  who  undertook  nothing  for  the 
company,  but  on  condition  of  having  a  confi* 
derable  (hare  for  himfelf ;  and  fevcral  others, 
who  trafficked  fometimes  on  their  own  bot* 
toms,  and  at  other  times  for  thofe  who  had 
recourfe  to   their  agency.     There  were  alfo 
two  Moors  of  the  family  of  the  Sherifs  who 
followed  trade ;  but  all,  whether  whites  or 
blacks,    Chriftians    or    Mahometans,   werfe 
equally  ftrangers  to  probity,  which  indeed  is 
entirely  banilhed   from  that  fpecies  of  com- 
merce.'   The  moft  facred   engagements  are 
only  words  of  courfe,  and  who  (hall  trick 
moft,  feems  to  be  the  objeft  of  general  emu- 
lation.    When  a  bargain  is  made^  it  niuft  be 
inftantly  fulfilled,  or  otherwife  coniidered  as 
null.     Such  were  the  charaSers  of  thofe  with 
-whom   I  was  on   the  point  of  being  con- 
cerneJ. 

Notwithftanding 
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Notwithftanding  the  barrennefs  of  the  fpot', 
Senegal  contains  more  than  fix  thoufand  ne-^ 
groes,  including  the  captives  of  the  'TapadeSj 
or  negroes   born  of  the  black  inhabitants  of 
the  country.     They  are  never  put  up  to  fale, 
unlefs  convided  of  fomc  crime.     Their  huts, 
conftruded   in   the   form  of  bee-hives,  and 
fupported  upon  four  ftakes,  furround  the  ha- 
bitations of  the  negro  inhabitants.     The  en-* 
tire  height  of  thofe  huts  may  rife  to  about 
twelve  feet,  the  vi^idth  in  tvtry  direftion  is, 
commonly  from  ten   to  twelve.     The  beds 
are  compofed  of  hurdles  laid  upon  crofs-bars, 
fupported  by  forked  ftakes  at  the  height  of 
about   a   foot   from   the  ground.     Here  the 
flaves   fleep    promifcuoufly,   men,    women, 
girls,  and  boys.     A  fire  is  made  in  the  middle 
of  the  hut,  which  is  filled  with  fmoke,  fuffi* 
cient  to  ftifle  any  man  but  a  negro. 

The  men  are  tall,  and  the  women  arc  ac-» 
counted  the  handfomeft  negrefTes  of  all  Africa, 
The  Senegalians  may  be  conlidered  as  the 
moft  courageous  people  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  without  even  excepting  the  Moors, 
Their  courage,  however,  •  is  more  nearly  al- 
lied to  temerity,  than  to  bravery.  In  the  courfe 
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t>f  the  voyage  to  Galam,  they  meet  the  great- 
eft  dangers  with  gaiety  and  fong ;  they  dread 
neither  muflcet  nor  cannon,  and  are  equally 
fearlefs  of  the  cayman  or  crocodile.  Should 
one  of  their  companions  be  killed,  and  de- 
voured by  thefe  animals  before  their  face, 
they  are  not  deterred  from  plunging  into  the 
water,  if  the  working  of  the  (hip  require  it* 
Thefeexcellent  qualifications  which diftbguifh 
them,  and  on  which  they  value  themfelves 
fo  much,  do  not,  however,  prefcrve  them 
from  the  common  contagion  of  the  country, 
which  inclines  them  all  to  rapine.  They  are 
emulous  to  furpafs  one  another  in  all  the  arts 
of  over-reaching  and  fraud.  The  conduA  of 
the  Europeans,  has.,  no  doubt,  encouraged 
thefe  vices  as  much  as  the  lefFons  of  the  ma* 
rahousj  who  inculcate  the  duty  of  plundering 
the  Chriftians  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 

The  Yolof  negroes  of  Senegal  arc  either 
Chriftians  or  Mahometans,  or  rather  one  and 
the  other,  or  with  more  truth  neither ;  re- 
ligion being  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them. 
Thofe  on  the  continent  are  of  the  fame  way 
of'  thmking,  and  their  religious  praftices  are 
l^epf  up  only  for  the  fake  of  form.     A  bar  of 

iron, 
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iron,  a  few  beads,  will  make  them  change 
their  opinion  at  will.  By  fuch  means  jre 
they  afted  upon ;  a  fufficient  proof  of  their 
want  of  all  religious  principle.  The  mara- 
bous, or  priefts,  and  the  men  of  their  law, 
are  no  better  than  the  reft.  I  have  examined 
the  charafter  of  feveral  of  this  order  of  men, 
and  even  among  the  nation  of  the  Poules, 
who  are  confidered  as  great  fanatics,  I  difco- 
vcred  that  they  were  only  publicly  attached 
to  their  opinions.  **  This  white  man,*'  fay 
they,  "  does  fo ;  he  is  better  informed  than  I, 
and  why  (hould  not  I  imitate  his  example.** 
This  way  of  reafoning  is  common  to  all  that 
traft  of  country. 

The  colony  of  Senegal  is  furrounded  with 
iflands,  which,  on  account  of  the  proximity 
of  the  fea,  are  all  more  unhealthy  than  that 
on  which  the  town  is  built.  They  are  full  of 
ftanding  pools,  that,  when  dried  up  by  the 
fun,  exhale  a  putrid  vapour  that  carries  mor- 
tality with  it,  and  difolates  thefe  iflands.  It  is 
doubtlefs  the  fame  caufe  that  takes  off  fo  many 
of  the  French  at  Senegal,  during  the  danger- 
ous feafon  of  the  year.  This  alfo  may  be  in  part 
Qccafioaed   by   the  bad  quality  of  the  water, 

N  4  which. 
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which  flows  from  the  ponds  iu  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  colony^  and  though  incorporated 
with  that  of  the  river,  comes  down  littk  agi* 
tated  by  the  current,  andiseafilycliftjaguiihed 
by  a  vapidnefs  of  tafte.  This  particular  is, 
in  my  opinion,  effentially  worthy  of  notice, 
and  if  properly  attended  to  by  our  medical 
men,  might  become  the  means  of  preferving 
many  lives. 

Not  one  of  the  French  at  Senegal,  belong-i 
ing  to  the  feveral  houfes  of  commerce,  being 
inclined  to  make  the  voyage  to  Galam,  (a 
place  of  confiderible  trade)  becaufe  none  of 
therp  had  ever  been  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
I  refolved  to  undertake  it  myfelf.  I  faw  how 
much  fuperior  the  other  houfes  were  in  point 
of  funds  and  refources,  I  fought  therefore  to 
obtain,  fom<5  how,  an  advantageous  founda* 
pen  for  mine.  This  point  could  be  gained 
only  by  acquiring  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  country.  I  hoped  by  that  means^ 
that  though  unable  to  Hand  a  competitioii 
in  the  colony,  I  ftiould  at  kaft  in  the  trade 
on  the  river,  have  a  decided  advantage,  over 
every  other  houfe.  I  determined  then  to 
fct  off  for  Galam.     The  concurring  reports  of 

the 
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the .  inbalntatits  as  well  as  of  the  Europeans, 
who  had  made  this  voyage,  left  me  no 
room  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the  dangers  to 
which  I  was  going  to  expofe  myftlf ;  but  I 
was  refolved  to  purfwe  fortune,  however 
rough  the  road.  I  had  lived  among  the 
Moors,  and  had  braved  naked  all  the  burning 
influenee  of  tlie  clime  ;  I  had  fupportcd,  during 
the  period  of  my  flavery,  the  mofl:  deplorable 
/late  of  mifery  and  want ;  I  knew  j^nd  con- 
6ded  in  the  ftrengtb  of  my  conftitution  ;  and  I 
fet  down  to  the  account  of  exaggeration,  a 
good  deal  of  what  I  was  told  of  the  unwhole* 
ibme  atmofphere  of  that  diftridl: :  the  ne- 
groes, faid  I  to  myfelf,  prepare  with  the 
greateftjoy  for  this  voyage,  why  therefore 
ihould  I  be  difmayed  ? 

The  time  which  we  were  obliged  to  wait 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Furet,  we  employed  in 
coliedling  fait  for  ourfelves-,  and  for  the  King's 
(hip  which  was  bound  up  the  river.  This 
traffic  of  fait  is  carried  on  at  the  bar  of  Sene- 
gal, the  articles  of  exchange  are  fwords,  gun- 
powder, balls,  flints,'  and  glafs  ware.  The 
fait  coft  me  this  year  three  livres  per  calk, 
and   was   fold  at  Senegal  at  the  rate  of  fivd 

livres. 
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livres,  to  thofe  who  had  not  the  opportuuity 
or  the  will  to  trade  for  thetnfelves. 

The  a6th  of  July,  the  fleet  gdt  under  way, 
and  failed  up  the  river.  It  confifted  of  twenty- 
feven  veflels,  freighted  by  the  inhabitants, 
together  with  a  veffel  of  50  tons,  called  the 
A&^r,  belonging  to  Paul  Benis ;  the  gk'eat 
bark  of  M.  Vigneux,  fuperintendant  of^  the 
houfe  of  Aubry,  of  Nantji,  burtheU  f86  tons, 
and  a  King*8  (hip  called  the  Bienfalfant^  Gap- 
tain  Thevenot,  an  inhabitant  of  Senegal,  car- 
rying the  cuftoms,  or  dues  for  the  feveral 
princes  of  the  country. 

The  company,  ever  flow  in  their  opera- 
tions, had  not  yet  any  veffcls  ready,  when 
the  Furet  brig  appeared  in  view.  The  fame 
day  that  fhe  came  before  the  fort  (he  enter- 
ed the  river.  We  proceeded  immediately  to 
unload  her.  She  was  then  repaired  and  load- 
ed for  the  flave  trade.  I  embarked  on 
board  the  veflTel,  and  failed  from  Fort  Louis, 
Auguft  the  16th,  1785,  about  eight  o*clock 
in  the  morning. 

This  (hip  of  70  tons  burthen,  but  light  and 
an  excellent  failor,  had  a  crew  ccmpofed  of  24 
iapiots^  four  gourmets^  a  linguift,  a  carpenter, 

a  mate, 
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a  mate,  fix  fnleufes^  and  a  dozen  of  repajfes. 
By  laptotj  is  uoderilood  a  negro  failor ;  the^ 
gourmets  are  the  officers.^  or  rather  ftecrfmen, 
for  the  negroes  acknowledge  but  one  com* 
mander«  who  is  their  Captain.  The  linguift 
is  in  fa£t  the  boatfwain,  who  underflands  and 
commands  the  working  oi  the  ihip  in  the 
French  language.  The  pileufes  are  women 
who  cook  for  the  crew,  and  wafh  their  linen 
during  the  voyage.  In  fine  the  repajfes  are  negro 
children  who  receive  no  pay,  and  who  ferve 
aboard  ihip  much  in  the  fame  manner  with 
our  cabbin-boys ;  the  children  of  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  Tapade  make  the  fame  voyage 
on  the  fame  conditions,  by  thefe  means  they 
are  inured  to  fatigue,  and  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  navigation  c^  the  river. 

We  had  fcarcely  left  Senegal  when  the 
whole  crew  began  to  pray.  Every  perfon, 
with  melancholy  vifage  and  tears  in  his  cjcs^ 
turned  his  looks  to  that  barren  fpot  of  iand 
which  gave  him  birth,  and  where  he  aban* 
doned  his  wife  and  his  children.  They  bade 
their  relatives  a  woeful  farewell,  as  if  they 
had  loft  all  hope  of  feeing  them  again.  Thefe 
iad  ceremonies,   and  the  lamentations  of  the 

negroes. 
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negroes,  made  me.,  form  a  difagreeable  idea  of 
the  dangers  of  the  voyage.  But  fcarcely  had 
we  loft  fight  of  the  colony,  when  every  vif- 
agc  brightened  up,  and  the  laptots  began  to 
fing. 

The  Count  de  Repintigny,  Governor  of  Se- 
negal, had  engaged  me  to  coUefit  together  all 
the  ftraggling  veflels,  in  order  to  efcort  them 
to  the  rendezvous  of  the  convoy.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day  I  met  with  a  veffel  be- 
longing to  one  Solirnan,  who  had  left  the  co-^ 
lony  three  days  before  me.  He  had  only  three 
laptots  aboard,  and  I  did  not  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  delay  my  voyage,  on  account  of  a 
perfon  fo  imprudent  as  not  to  fupply  himfelf 
with  a  number  of  hands  fufficient  to  work 
his  (hip.  My  negroes,  however,  who  knew 
the  orders  which  I  had  received  from  the  go- 
vernor, endeavoured  to  pcrfuade  me  to  give 
him  fome  afliftance ;  I  ordered  him  to  return 
to  Senegal,  which  was  Tonly  eight  leagues 
diftant;  he  thought  proper  to  comply  with 
my  defire. 

We  handed  our  fails  about  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening ;  being  then  at  the  great  Merigots^ 
which  extend  to  Portandic*    The  fliip.  was 

afterwards 
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afterwards  baptized  according  to  tlie  cuftom 
of  the  negroes,  dnd  all  thpfe  who  had  not  be- 
fore pafled  that  place  were  obliged  to  fvibmit 
to  the  fatne  ceremony.  At  the  fame  time 
they  made  me  fire  a  ialute  with  my  fmall  train 
of  artillery,  coftfifting  of  fix  fwivels,  with 
fix  French  and.fome  Englifli  wall  pieces.  In 
order  to  perform  this  ceremony  with  due 
pomp,  the  linguift,  accompanied  by  two^otfr- 
iwtf/x,  caft  ancholr  and  aflembled  the  crew. 
He  caufed  »all  the  irtiltery  to  be  charged, 
filled  a  vale  with  water  from  the  riv^r,  and 
threw  it  at  three  feveral  times  upon  different 
parts  of  the  (hip.  At'^ach  operation,  in  order 
to  render  tiie  ceremony  a^  auguft  as  poflible, 
a  falute  was  fired ;  and  aftef  the  baptilrnal 
rites  were  performed  upon  the  veflel,  the 
fame  linguift  proceeded  to  baptize  thofe  whrt 
had  not  yet  made  the  voyage  :  thefe  are  com- 
monly the  whites  and  therepafles.  Hefprink- 
led  water  of  the  river  on  my  chin  and  fore- 
head ;  a  ceremony  which  was  announced  by  a 
general  difcharge  of  the  artillery.  In  fliort,  to 
clofe  this  feftivity  with  becoming  cheer,  I 
gave  the  crew  a  prefent  of  good  liquor.  Our 
floop  joined  us,  and  the  evening  was  fpent  la 
merriment  and  joy. 

Wc 
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Wc  fcarccly  got  down  to  the  cabin  in  order 
to  take  a  little  red,  when  the  laptots  of  the 
watch  gave  us  notice,  that  they  heard  a  noife 
of  oars  on  the  river.     We  inftantly  were  on 
the  look  out,  and  foon  faw  that  it  was  a  canoe 
rowed  by  negroes,  who  ufed  every  effort  to 
come  up-  with  us.     As  foon  as  they  got  on 
board,  they  informed  us  that  the  boat  la  Ma-^ 
leime^  belonging  to  Scipio,  the  matter  of  my 
veflel,  had  run  aground,  and  funk  ten  leagues 
beyond  Podor;   that  Admct  Mo£lar,  King  of 
the   Traffarts,   a  Mc)ori(h  tribe^  claimed  half 
the   goods  faved  from  the  wreck,  giving  no 
better  reafon,  than  that  fuch  was  the  will  of 
God,  (ince  he  had  fufFered  the  veflel  to  be 
wrecked  on  the  caft.     L  immediately  wrote 
to  the  Count  de  Repentigny,  Governor  of  Se- 
negal,  requefting  he  would  give  me  his  in- 
ftruftions  how  to  ad  on  the  occaficn.     I  gave 
the  negroes   fomething  to  eat,  and  inihntly 
ordered   them  away  for  the  colony.     I  was 
defirous  to  wait  at  Podor  for  the  Governor's 
anfwer,  before  I  fhould  come  to  any  decifive 
agreement  with  Admet  Mo£l:ar.     On  this  ac- 
count I  declined  proceeding,  but  anchored 
oppofite  the  village  of  Reims.     The  marabou, 

or 
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pi^^ead  of  the  village,  prevailing  on  us  to 
come  afliore.  We  took  the  diveriion  of  the 
chace ;  we  met  with  excellent  fport,  for  the 
country  was  full  of  game,  and  every  (hot  took 
place.  At  about  five  in  the.  morning,  the 
wind  frefliening  confiderably,  the  veffel  drove 
at  her  anchors,  and  ftranded  on  the  Moorilh 
coaft.  Accidents  like  thefe  daily  happen,  but 
are  not  attended  with  danger.  The  river  is 
full  of  fand  banks,  and  it  is  only  oS  Doutnons^ 
that  there  is  caufe  for  real  appreheniions. 
Thefe  fmall  trading  veffels  are  hauled  afliorc 
every  night ;  and  when  it  is  neceffary  to  pro- 
ceed, the  negroes  foon  fet  them  afloat  by 
plunging  into  the  water  and  pufhing  themofE 
It  often  happens,  that  in  this  operation  (bme 
are  drowned,  but  this  is  the  only  method  they 
know,  and  they  confider  it  as  the  readieft 
and  leaft  laborious.  On  that  day  we  loft  an 
anchor,  and  notwithftanding  all  the  pains  we 
took  we  could  never  lay  hold  of  it  with  the 
drag. 

We  proceeded  on  our  way,  and  faw  on  an 
cxtenfive  plain  a  Moorifh  camp,  confifling  of 
eighty  or  an  hundred  tents  ;  they  were  deiir- 
ous   to  difpofe   of  fome  cattle  and  captives. 
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but  5VC  had  no  time  to  treat  with"  them.  The 
19th"  wc  faw  the  village  of  Berne,  (ituated  on 
the  Moorilh  coaft,  near  the  defart  of  Zaara, 
which  extends  to  this  part  of  the  river.  TiKis, 
after  having  formerly  travelled  during  my 
flavery  through  the  interior  of  that  vaft  de- 
fart,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  its  ex- 
treme bounds.  Two  flately  palm  tree* 
mark  its  limits  on  this  fide ;  as*  on  the  other 
bordering  on  Bilidulgerid,  the  bdiindaries  are 
afcertained  by  two  high  pillars,-  which  I  ob- 
ferved  in  the  plain  before  I  entered  the  ter^^i- 
tories  of  the  Monlelemines. 

On  leaving  the  deiart,on  the  oppofite  ihore 
we  faw  the  village  of  Brae,  belonging  to*  x\\p 
King  of  the  Walon  negroes.  The  prefei^t 
Prince  had  been  minifter  to  the  former  King^ 
whom  he  caufed  to  be  affaflinated  by  the 
Moors  of  Halicory,  King  of  the  Bracnars.  It 
was  under  the  Ipecious  pretence  of  public 
good  that  he  feized  upon  the  thronb.  But 
his  treachery  coft  him  his  life ;  for  having 
fome  difputes  with  Halicory,  the  latter  caufed 
him  to  be  ftrangled  a  few  months  ^aftef  my 
departure.  This  prince  was  not  at  his  vil- 
lage when  we  paffed  by  it;  but  his  favourites 

and 
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and  women  came  down  to  the  (hip ;  I  pre* 
fented  them  with  a  few  bottles  of  brandy^ 
and  by  that  means  got  rid  of  theiri. 

We  arrived  at  Podor  on  the  liight  of  the 
aoth,  and  found  the  SheriTs  boa^  there,  which 
put  off  the  moment  we  were  perceived.  At 
eight  o'clock  1  went  on  ihore  to  the  fort^ 
where  Admet  Moflar,  King  of  the  Tr&flarts^ 
was  already  waiting  for  me.  This  prince^ 
contrary  to  all  law,  departing  from  his  ori- 
ginal demand,  infifted  on  getting  pofleffioii 
of  all  the  merchandize  which  ScipioS  laptots 
had  faved  from  the  wreck;  he  no  longer 
talked  of  participation,  but  afTerted  that  the 
whole  belonged  to  him,  and  that  ih  confe* 
quence  of  this  fliipwreck  the  very  laptota 
became  his  captives ;  he  wanted  even  to  com* 
pel  me  to  pay  their  ranfom  :  in  vain  did  we 
tell  him  that  if  the  King  of  France  paid  hint 
an  annual  cuftom,  it  was  with  the  fole  view 
to  promote  the  liberty  of  commerce  along 
the  river  ;  he  would  liften  to  nothing  ;  but^ 
inflexible  in  his  refolutioii,  threatened  to 
attack  me,  whether  I  returned  down  the 
river  to  Senegal,  or  continued  my  voyage  to 
Galam.     He  knew  1  had  but  lately  arrived  at 

O  the 
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the  colony,  and  was  far  from  thinking  that 
his  fpeech  and  menaces  made  no  imprclfion 
on  me.  He  wifhed  to  intimidate  me ;  and 
hoped  by  thefe  means  to  become  mafter  of 
the  merchandize  which  the  commandant  at 
Podor  had  been  weak  enough  to  deliver  to. 
him;  but  having  been  a  flave  among  the 
Moors,  I  had  learnt  by  my  misfortunes  to 
know  them  perfedlly.  Before  I  left  the 
veflel  in  order  to  go  to  the  fort,  I  had  put 
her  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  The  fwivels,  wall 
pieces,  and  fmall  arms,  were  all  ready  for 
an  engagement.  I  had  ordered  my  mate  to 
allure  as  many  Moors  on  board  as  he  could, 
to  difarm  them,  and  to  put  them  down  into 
the  hold.  My  precautions  were  not  ufelefs, 
for  perceiving  that  1  would  not  yield,  Admet 
Mo6lar  directed  one  of  his  officers  to  order 
his  brother  to  make  feizure  of  my  VefleK 
His  orders  did  not  efcape  my  knowledge, 
though  he  imagined  I  was  totally  ignorant  of 
his  language.  I  inftantly  withdrew  from  the- 
affembly,  on  pretext  of  an  occafion  to  retire ; 
and  having  fent  for  a  faithful  negro,  I  dif- 
patched  him  on  board  with  orders  to  the 
mate,  to  put  all  the  Moors,  that  were  already 

in 
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\A  his  power,  in  irbns,  to  iriveigle  as  many 
more    is    poffible,    particularly    the  king's 
brother,   and  to  fetter  and  put  him  with  the 
reft  in  the  hold.     Scipio,  inured  to  warlike 
exploits,  perfectly  underftanding.  and  fpeak- 
ing  Arabic,   had  comprehended  the  orders  of 
Admet  Moftar.     He  reproached  him  on  the 
occafion,   had  even  recourfe  to  menaces,  and 
left  the  aflembly  in  a  precipitate  manner  td 
go  on  board  the  veffeL     On  his  arrival  he 
was  aftonifhed  to  find  the  brother  of  that 
prince  difarmed,  and  in  irons.    Obferving  that 
the  crew  were  out  of  all  danger  of  being  fur- 
pxifed,   he   returned  to  the  fort.      During 
this  interval,    as  I  was  at  breakfaft  with  M. 
Duchozel,   commandant  of  Podor,   I  com- 
municated to  him  the  intentions  of  Admet 
Moftar,  and  the  orders  I  had  given  to  coun- 
teradl  them.     Scarcely  had  he  heard  to  what 
cxcefs  this  favage  had  carried  his  audacity, 
than  he  put  his  detachment  under  arms,  re- 
paired to  the  prince,  and  informed  him,  that 
affairs  of  commerce  not  coming  within  his 
cognizance,  he  recommended  him  to  niake 
up   matters   with   me,  but  that  he  ihould 
never  fuffer  a  veffel  of  his  nation  to  be  attacked 

O  2  under 
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under  the  cannon  of  the  fort  he  commanded. 
This  entirely'  difconcerted  Admet  Moftar. 
Having  fpoken  in  Arabic,  he  did  not  imagine 
he  had  been  underftood,  for  he  knew  not 
that  Scipio  Ipoke  that  language  as  well  as 
himfelf.  He  was  likewife  unacquainted  with 
^  the  precautions  I  had  taken,  and  was  alarmed 
to  find  himfelf  in  the  power  of  a  French 
detachment  under  arms.  He  was  ftill  more 
intimidated,  when  one  of  his  attendants  came 
and  told  him  that  all  the  negroes  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Podor,  on  the  information  of  the 
crew,  had  ran  to  arms ;  that  they  had  feized 
thofe  of  his  fbldiers  ;  and  that  unable  either 
to  aft  on  the  ofFenfive  or  defenlive,  the  latter 
were  open  to  the  fire  of  the  fort,  the  village, 
and  my  veffel ;  that  all  the  negroes  had  fet 
up  the  Ihout  of  war,  and  only  waited  my 
orders  to  put  all  his  fubjedls  to  death.  Thus 
circumftanced,  and  {landing  at  a  few  paces 
from  him,  and  having  my  piftols  charged  and 
cocked,  I  had  nothing  to  apprehend  but  the 
ftrokc  of  a  dagger;  but  1  had  determined 
that  the  firft  ftep  he  might  make  towards  me 
fliould  be  his  laft.  As  I  was  furrounded  by 
the  braveft  of  my  men,  I  upbraided  him  in 

the 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  197 

the  Arabic  language  with  his  perfidious  de- 
figns.  He  was  confounded  on  hearing  mc 
fpeak  his  own  tongue;  and  yielding  to  necef- 
fity,  he  told  me  that  having  always  been  the 
friend  to  the  French,  he  had  no  intention 
whatever  to  feize  upon  my  veflel,  but  only 
to  claim  that  to  which  he  had  a  right  by  the 
laws  of  his  country ;  that  rather  than  come 
to  hoftilities  with  a  nation  that  he  loved,  and 
to  which  he  owed  his  elevation  and  autho- 
rity, he  was  going  to  retire  up  the  country. 
He  hoped  by  this  fubterfuge  tq  have  procrafr 
tinated  the  matter ;  but  upon  the  requifition 
I  made,  that  in  proof  of  his  fmcerity,  he 
Ihould  make  reftitution  of  the  efFefts  he  had 
feized,  he  plainly  perceived  that  he  could 
iliuffle  with  me  no  longer,  and  told  me,  that 
having  cut  and  diftributed  the  merchandize 
among  his  attendants,  it  was  no  longer  poffi- 
ble  to  reftore  it,  but  that  he  willingly  under- 
took to  return  Scipio  the  value  of  whatever 
he  had  feized,  out  of  the  account  of  the 
cuftoms  to  which  he  was  entitled. 

The  mere  promife  of  fuch  a  man  did  not 

fatisfy  me.     I  required  an  engagement  figned 

by  himfelf  and  his  minifters.     He  would  not 

O  3  confent 
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confent  to  this  ;  his  word,  he  faid,  ought  to 
te  fufficient.  Four  hours  had  been  wafted 
in  this  difpute,  when  it  was  reported  to  him 
that  his  brother,  who  had  gone  on  board  my 
veflel,  was  no  longer  to  be  {ecu  upon  deck.' 
This  intelligence  made  him  uneafy ;  and  foon 
difcovering  that  the  prince  was  detained,  he 
no  longer  made  any  objeftions ;  but  fub- 
fcribed  to  my  conditions,  liberated  Scipio's 
laptots,  and  confented  to  re-imburfe  me  ia 
every  expence.  This  engagement  was  figned 
by  himfelf,  his  two  principal  minifters,  and 
his  brother,  who  in  confequence  of  this  writ- 
ing was  liberated,  and  conducted  by  my 
negroes  to  the  fort,  as  foon  as  they  had  re- 
ftored  to  me  the  two  Senegalians,  who  had 
been  feized  by  order  of  Admet  Modar,  pu 
his  arrival  at  Podor. 

I  then  invited  the  prince  on  board,  but  ap- 
prehending, that  I  fliould  treat  him  as  1  had 
already  dope  his  brother,  he  would  never 
truft  himfelf  in  my  power.  He  queftloned 
the  laptots,  and  learnt  from  them,  that  I  had 
been  a  flave  in  the  Defart  and  at  Morocco, 
the  preceeding  year.  The  following  day  we 
piet  in  a  friendly  manner ;  he  aiked  me  many 

queftions 
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queftions  concerping  the  force  of  the  Monr 
^earts,  axid  Monfelemines ;  and  particularly 
the  charadter  and  the  forces  of  Mouley  Ab- 
dramene,  the  fon  of  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, who  was  was,  he  knew,  at  the  head 
of  a  ftrong  party  in  the  Defart.  He  was 
fenfible,  if  this  prince  made  his  appearance  - 
upon  his  domains,  that  all  the  Moors  would 
inftantly  recognize  him  as  their  fovereign ; 
and  was  defirous  of  getting  information  re- 
fpe<3:ing  his  intentions.  His  brother  Sydy 
Hali  made  me  a  vifit,  I  had  him  difarmed 
immediately,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Moors ;  and  making  him  obferve  the  force  of 
my  fwivels  and  wall-pieces,  I  alked  him  if  a 
French  man,  whofe  veflel  was  thus  armed, 
with  Scipio  for  a  captain,  had  any  reafon  to 
fear  the  menaces  of  his  brother.  I  then  rer 
galed  him  with  large  quantities  of  fugar  and 
water,  and  fent  him  away  on  the  approach 
of  the  evening. 

The  next  day,  when  we  were  on  the  point 
of  getting  under  way,  we  faw  Scipio^s  boat, 
that  was  juft  returned  with  the  governor's 
orders  from  Senegal.  I  again  landed,  and 
went  to  Admct  Moftar,  who  figned  a  fecond 
O  4  engagement 
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engagement  conformable  to  the  firA,  which 
was  to  deduct  out  of  his  cuftoms  the  v^ue 
of  the  merchandize  he  had  taken.  He  oiade 
me  a  prefent  of  two  oxen,  ten  (heep,  and  ibme 
oftrich's  feathers,  and  prefled  me  very  much 
to  vifit  him  pn  my  return  froox  Galam.  I 
promifed  to  fee  him  again ;  and  we  parted 
highly  fatisficd  with  each  other. 

On  the  24th,  at  about  ten  leagues  from 
Podor,  we  perceived  the  maft  of  the  Maleime^ 
that  was  loft  on  the  1 2th,  by  running  agamft 
^e  trunk  of  a  tree.  Scipio  rcquefted  my 
leave  to  endeavour  to  fave  fomething  from 
the  wreck  of  his  veffcl ;  and  having  obtained 
it,  he  direAed  his  courfe  that  way ;  the  cret^ 
were  employed  the  whole  day  in  weighing 
her,  They  h5^ulcd  her  nearer  (hore,  but 
on  the  comiug  on  of  the  evening,  perceiving 
^he  impoflibility  of  getting  her  afloat,  they 
were  fati^fied  ^yi(h  taking  out  the  mainmaft^ 
(he  bow  fprit,  the  rudder,   and  the  aiKhor* 

The  next  day  we  loft  a  captot  of  the  name 
of  Bacary,  belonging  to  Ifabella  Nagot,  with 
whom  I  had  lodged.  This-naian,  who  was 
ah  excellent  diver,  having  on  fo^e  occafion 
j)luiiged  into  the  water,    difa|)peared,  an4. 

never 
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never  more  was  fecn.     He  was  doubtlefs  car- 
ried off  by  one  of  thp  alligators  or  crocodiles^ 
of  which  the  river  is  fulK     As  wfe  Were  under 
the  neceflity  of  towing  the  veffel,   an  opera- 
fion  very  fatiguing  to  the  crew,  I  was  defir- 
6US  of  amufing  my  people,  and  of  diverting 
their  attention  from  the  misfortune  that  had 
happened  to  their  companion  ;  for  this  pijr- 
pofe   1    regaled   my    captots    with    copious 
draughts  of  liquor.      We   anchored  in  the 
evening  off  the  village  of  Donguelle,  where 
I  purchafcd  three  elephant*s  teeth  for  a  fmall 
quantity  of  gun-powder.     At  a  league  higher 
up,    we    cleared    the    rock    of.  Gdioul-de" 
Diubbiy   or  the   Devil's   Mouth,   the   moft 
dangerous  pafs  in  the  whole  courfc  of  the. 
river.     On  .  the  way  back  from  Galam  this 
place  may  wtll  be  called  the  Devil's  Moutfi," 
for  the  inhabitants  fire  in  front,  and  on  both 
fides  upon  the  vcflels,  in  the  very  moment 
when  the  crews  arc  employed  in  furmount- 
iftg  the  almoft  invincible  difficulties  of  tlie, 
pafiage. 

Engaged  intirely  in  commercial  concerns^ 
on  which  my  all  depended,  and  not  being 
in  circumftances  that  allowed  me  to  dedicate 

any 
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any  of  my  time  to  the  purpofe  of  making  ol>t 
fervations,  I  paid  but  little  attention  to  thenar 
tural  hiftory,  the  fites,  and  the  produftions  of 
thefe  countries.    In  the  whole  extent  of  coun- 
try which  belongs  to  the  Poules,   and  which 
begins  two  leagues  below  Podor,    nothing  is 
fecn  but  thick  forefts  that  cover  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  render  the  (ituation  extremely 
unwholefome.     Never  is  the  air  refreflied  by 
a  cooling  breeze.     The  infufferable  heat  of 
the  climate  is  rendered  ftill  more  fuffocatinff 
by  the  peftiferous  fmell  that  exhales  from  trees 
in  bloflbm ;    an  exhalation  that  moft  fenfibly 
afFefts  the  noftrils,  and  is  often  attended  with 
death.      This   country   abounds   with,  wild 
bcafts   of  every   kind;    it   may,  indeed^   be 
called  the  immenfe  monfter  magazine  of  Af- 
rica.    The  ferpents  are  of  a  prodigious  fizc^ 
but  they  do  not  meafure  from  forty-five  to 
fifty  feet,  as  fome  authors  have  reported.    I 
offered  the  value  of  a  flave  for  the  Ikin  of  one 
of  thefe  creatures,   which  was  about  twenty- 
eight  feet  long,    and  my  offer  was  rejedted^ 
]f  they  were  commonly  fifty  feet  in  length, 
according  to  M.  Adanfon's  account,  it  is  cer- 
tain my  negroes  would  have  prevented  me 

from 
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from  bidding  fuch  a  price  for  a  (kin  of  fo 
inferior  a  fize.  But-  when  a  traveller  has 
once  paffed  the  tropic  he  thinks  himfelf  en- 
titled to  exaggerate,  and  coniiders  himfelf 
within  the  limits  of  veracity  when  he  mag- 
nifies only  one  half. 

Crocodiles  are  more  frequent  here  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  river ;  no  doubt  on  ac- 
count of  the  neigbouring  forefts  which  afford 
them  a  retreat  from  the  hunter.  They  arc 
rarely  feen  at  Senegal,  and  only  when  the 
river  is  not  impregnated  with  fait  water. 
Hence  it  is,  that  during  almoft  the  whole 
year  they  are  not  found  lower  than  forty  leagues 
from  the  mouth  of  the  riven  The  river  is  al- 
ways dangerous,  for  the  (harks,  which  never  go 
into  frefli  water,  ending  where  the  crocodiles 
begin,  any  one  who  ventures  to  bathe,  ex- 
pofes  hin)felf  to  imminent  danger  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  part  of  the  ftream. 
.  The  hippopotamus,  or  fea-horfe,  is  like  wife 
very  common  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Poules* 
This  animal  is  amphibious  like  the  crocodile, 
living  indifferently  on  land  or  in  water;  he 
\s  generally  half  as  large  again  as  our  full- ., 
grown  ox ;  yet  fometimes  very  fmall  ones 

arc 
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are  found  among  them.  But  when  the  ani- 
mal ha5  attained  to  his  full  growth  he  is  of 
chormous  fize.  From  his  head,  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  proportioned  to  his  body,  an  idea 
may  be  formed  of  his  whole  bulk.  There  arc 
feveral  fkeletons  of  the  head  of  the  hippopo- 
tamus preferved  at  Senegal,  which,  without 
the  teeth,  weigh  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  pounds :  teeth  of  this  animal 
I  have  feen  weigh  fcven  pounds.  The  hip- 
popotamus in  this  climate  is  an  inoffenfive. 
creature,  and  is  eafily  taken  and  deftroyed.* 
He  never  makes  any  attack,  nor  does  he 
even  ftand  upon  his  defence  but  when  he 
feels  himfelf  wounded.  As  he  is  very  heavy 
it  is  eafy  for  the  hunter  to  efcapc  from  his 
fury,  when  he  fees  him  coming.*  His  flefli 
is  good,  and  when  cut  up  in  dices  and  dried 
in  the  fun,  will  keep  a  long  time.  The  fet 
when  melted  becomes  an  oil,  of  which  excel- 
lent foap  is  made ;  the  negroes  employ  it  for 
this  purpofe  ;  and  this  foap,   except  that  its 

*  The  hippopotamus  of  the  fbuth  of  Africa  is  appa- 
rently not  of  the  fame  fpecics ;  for  Mcffrs.  Vaillant,  Spear* 
man,  and  Patterfon,  mention  him  as  a  dangerous  animal, 
?md  difficult  to  be  dcftroyed, 
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fmell  is  not  agreeable,  is  better  than  the  beft 
manufadured  at  .Marfeilles.  There  are  alfo 
in  this  diftrid:  a  great  number  of  elephants  ; 
I  liave  never,  however,  feen  any  of  them, 
although  I  frequently  went  afhore  to  kill 
game,  and  could  obferve  their  traces  on  every 
fide. 

The  aigrettes  are  found  in  great  numbers  all 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  Niger;  but 
thofe  which  have  the  beft  plumes  are  peculiar 
to  a  finall  iiland,  about  {even  leagues  frrnn 
Podor,  which  in  the  months  of  Auguft  ^nd 
September  is  covered  with  them.  I  Tiave 
killed  many  of  them  in  this  place,  and  their 
plumes  were  twenty-two  inches  in  length, 
while  thofe  which  I  could  procure  in  the 
river,  were  only  fifteen  or  fixtcen. 

On  the  28th,  the  wind  not  permitting  us 
to  fet  fail,  I  fet  out  for  the  chace.  I  found 
in  the  woods  a  tree  which  bears  a  fruit  re- 
f^mbliag  our  peach*  I  was  going  to  taftc  it, 
but  the  negroes  having  affured  me  that  it 
contained  a  deadly  poifon,  my  curiofity  was 
fatisfied.  The  ftone  of  this  fruit  is  very  like 
thnt'  of  an  apricot,  but  much  larger. 
^   On  the  next  day,  the  291  h,  about  eleven 

o'clock 
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o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  heard  feveral  can-* 
not  (hot.  The  laptots  thought  that  it  was 
the  Almamy  of  the  Poules  who  had  arrived 
at  Saldee  to  receive  his  dues.  .  On  the  30th 
wc  faw  M.  Pontret's  veflel  coming  down  the 
river;  we  hailed  him,  and  he  told  us  that 
he  would  much  rather  lofe  his  voyage  to  Ga*- 
hm>  (and  he  was  certainly  in  the  right)  thaa 
fubmit  to  the  enormous  duties  which  the 
Poules  had  eftablifhed  in  1785.  He  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  on  that  account  his  veflel, 
though  very  fmall,  would  have  been  forced  to 
pay.  the  fame  duties  that  areexa<aed  from  the 
largeft  ftiips.  Thofe  duties  would  have  coa- 
fumed  one  half  of  his  cargo ;  he  would  have 
loft  his  time,  and  been  obliged  to  undergo  the 
fatigues  of  the  voyage  and  of  the  flave  tradq 
at  ^amboucanee ;  inftead  of  which,  by  taking  ia 
a  cargo  of  millet  at  Saldee,  he  could  no  doubfc 
indemnify  himfelf  at  the  colony  for  loiing 
the  profits  he  would  have  made  by  a  voyage 
to  Galam. 

At  noon,  on  the  31ft,  we  arrived  at  Saldee; 
this  village  is  fituated  a  league  up  the  countiy, 
but  being  the  place  where  the  Poules  receive 
their  cuftoms,  fliips  are  obliged  to  anchor  op- 

pofite^ 
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pofitc.  Although  thefe  duties  are  regulated 
by  the  Governor  of  Senegal  and  the  envoys 
of  the  Almamy,  before  the  departure  of  the 
convoy  for  Galam,  difficulties,  however,  fre- 
quently arife  at  the  time  of  payment ;  the 
T'am^r  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  Almamy,  are  always  ftarting  the 
moft  frivolous  objedlions.  They  infift  on  re- 
ceiving all  the  duties  on  the  fame  day ;  and  do 
tiot  allow  any  veffel  to  continue  the  voyarge 
to  Galam,  until  the  whole  convoy  from  Se- 
negal be  arrived.  As  the  air  of  this  fpot  is 
very  unwholefome,  it  is  here  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  traders,  who  imprudently 
undertake  the  voyage,  fall  fick ;  and  very  few 
of  them  recover. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival,  St.  Jean,  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Maure,  a  fmall  veffel  belonging  to 
Paul  Benis,  came  on  board,  and  acquainted 
me  with  the  death  of  M.  Bertrand,  an  officer 
of  the  African  battalion,  who  commanded  the 
convoy.  The  cannon  we  had  heard  was  fired, 
at  his  interment,  and  not  on  account  of  the 
j^/mamy^  who  did  not  come  this  year  to  re- 
ceive his  cuftoms.  This  matter  gave  me  a 
tarif  of  the  ufual  dues.     Never  having  mad^ 

the 
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the  voyage  before,  I  did  not  find  the  demands 
too  high,  although  they  were  double  what  had 
been  paid  the  preceding  years.  The  cap» 
tains  of  the  convoy  aflembled  on  board  my 
vdffel,  with  the  agents  of  the  Almamy ;  and, 
after  mutual  conceflions,  the  cuftoms  we  fet- 
tled and  paid  in  a  few  days  after,  the  greater 
part  being  dcpofited  on  board  my  veflcl. 

The  traders  fubmit  to  pay  the  cuftoms,  in 
order  to  have  the  freedom  of  trafficking  during 
the  voyage,  of  goingonfhore  at  pleafure,  and 
of  enjoying  the  fame  privileges  as  the  natives. 
Thefe  cuftoms  are  become  very  conftderable, 
through  the  culpable  conduft  of  the  lucceffive 
•governors  of  Senegal ;  who,  more  attached  to 
their  private  interefts,  than  to  that  of  the 
French  nation,  have  every  year,  in  the  King^s 
name,  made  additional  prefents  to  the  favages.. 
They  receive  negroes  in  return,  who  are  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  royal  property  ;  but  if 
the  general  opinion  may  be  credited,  the 
whole  finds  its  way  into  the  governar*s 
pocket.  The  negroes  of  the  inland  parts, 
who  af e  extremely  avaricious,  and  who  know 
OOt  how  toeftimate  things  at  their  true  value, 
faifift  on  receiving  from  European  bottoms, 

cuftoms 
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Cuftoms  proportioned  to  thofc  which  havd 
been  introduced  by  the  avarice  of  the  govcr** 
nors.  In  the  year  1785,  the  cuft6ms  paid  at 
Saldee  amounted  to  five  livres  in  fpecie  a  bar^ 
which  makes  3125  livres  for  each  veffel  car-* 
rying.  625  bars. 

Thefe  cuftoms  iticfcafe  in  proportion  af 
the  merchandife  in  the  rivei*  is  enhanced  ia 
value.  A  barrel  of  gun-powder,  for  inflance^ 
of  two  pounds  weight,  is  contidered  an  equi^ 
valcnt  for  four  bars,  an  hundred  fluits  fof  twa 
bars>  &c.  The  general  amount  of  the  cuf-^ 
toms  on  bars  got  up  to  839  inftead  of  62$^ 
Thft  value  of  each  negro  being  eiKmated,  ac-* 
cording  to  the  convention  of  Galam,  for  this 
year  at  70  bars,  the  amount  of  twelve  cip-* 
trves  was  given  for  the  payment  of  the  cuft 
toms.  It  even  amounted  to  mor-e^  for  thd 
greater  number  of  bars  paid  at  Saldee  confifted 
of  full  bars,  whereas  in  the  payment  of  the 
captives,  forty  full  bars  only  are  given  for 
each  negro,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained^ 
when  I  come  to  fpeak  on  the  fubjeft  of  com** 
merce.  The  large  veffels  belonging  to  tha 
negro  inhabitants  pay  only  one  half  of  thefe 
cui^omsi  and  the  fmall  ones  a  quarten    The 

P  SheriTj 
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Sheriffs  veflel  alone  was  exempted  from  the 
tax.  As  thefe  people  retain  fome  traces  of 
the  Mahometan .  religion  in  their  own,  it  is 
confidered  as  a  ^iece  of  injuftice  to  require 
payment  from  a  man  who  is  allowed  to  be  of 
the  family  of  the  great  Prophet,  they  were 
therefore  fadsfied  with  his  benedidion.  I 
wanted  to  try-if  they  would  be  latisfied  with 
mine,,  but  they  gave  the  preference  to  my 
gainea-blues  and  muikets ;  which  made  us 
laugh,  efpecially  the  Sherif,  for  all  the  profit 
waa  on  his  fide. 

The  Poules,  or  Foulques,  are  one  of  the 
principal  nations  that  inhabit  the  banks  of  the 
Niger.  They  poffefs  an  extent  of  more  th^n 
fixty  leagues  along  that  river.  Their  terri- 
tory begins  below  Podor,  at  a  place  called  I^ 
Cofj  fituated  two  leagues  frQn\  the  fort,  and 
terminates  at  Matame,  a  vilj^ge  of  great 
ftrength,  inhabited  partly  by' the  Poules,  and 
partly  by  the  Saltiguets.  A  people  few  in 
number,  and  generally  confounded  with  the 
Poules.  The  latter  nation  are  not  fo  black 
as  the  other  negroes,  but  of  a  copper  colour, 
much  inclining  to  red.  It  is  remarkablfe, 
however,  that  their  children  who  are  fent  to 

Senegal 


GOAST  OF  AFRICA-  211 

Senegal,  and  refide  there  for  fome  years,  be- 
come much  blacker.  The  females  are  very 
handlbme,  and  the  whites  of  Senegal  gene-  ' 
rally  take  care  to  procure  fome  of  them.  But 
they  are  of  abaddifpofition,  and  utterly  mca- 
pable  of  attachment*  When  a  man  has  a 
miftrefs  of  this  nation,  he  muft  watch  her 
'  conduft  very  narrowly,  and  even  chaftife  her, 
that  flie  may  not  be  guilty  of  infidelity  to  him 
whom  (he  honours  with  her  favours.  The 
dread  of  the  baftinado  will,  in  fuch  cafe,effea 
what  attention  and  complaifance  can  never 
bring  about. 

Although  the  Poules  inhabit  one  of  the 
fineft  fpots  in  Africa,  they  are  neverthclefs  a 
wretched  people ;  they  are  bafe,  cruel,  thiev- 
ifli,  and  fanatic  in  the  extreme.  They  are 
commanded  by  a  chief  of  their  religion,  which 
is  a  contemptible  mixture  of  Mahometanifm 
and  idolatry.  This  chief  is  called  the  Alma- 
my ;  he  is  always  chofen  from  among  the 
Tampfirs,  who  are  twelve  in  number.  The 
Tampfirs  are  the  interpreters  of  the  law,  and 
are  the  moft  learned,  or  rather  the  moft  fana- 
tical among  them.  The  Almamy  has  the 
power  of  life  and  death  over  his  fubjefts; 
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yet  he  may  be  depofed  by  an  aflembly  of 
Tampfirs  ;  it  is  therefore  his  intereft  to  keep 
on  good  terms  with  them.  The  payment  of 
cuftoms  is  made  to  the  Almamy,  and  is  after- 
wards diftributed  among  the  Tampfirs ;  and 
although  a  part  belongs  to  the  former,  he 
neverthelefs  requires  a  ieparate  prefent  for 
hirafelf. 

On  the  I  ft  of  September,  I  dined  on  board 
the  Maure,  commanded  by  Captain  St.  Jean. 
I  faw  no  whites  on  board,  all  thofe  of  the 
coixvoy  being  fick.  The  next  day  in  the 
evening,  a  violent  fquall  driving  me  for  fhel- 
ter  tQ  the  ward-room,  I  ftumbled  over  the 
chefts,  and  my  head  ftriking  againft  a  table^ 
I  was  feized  the  following  day  with  a  fever. 
The  inflammation  increafing,  I  was  let  blood, 
and  foon  became  delirious ;  nor  did  I  recover 
my  reafon  till  my  arrival  at  Galam  on  the; 
4th  of  Odober.  I  found,  from  the  journal  of 
the  voyage,  that  the  cuftoms  paid  to  the  other 
Princes  on  the  river  were  very  inconfiderable. 
They  amounted  to  no  more  than  120  bars 
Senegal  currency,  including  two  pieces  of 
guinea-blues  and  a  double  barrelled  gun  that 
had  been  given  to  Sirman,  King  of  Galam. 

I  went 
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I  went  on  (hore  to  his  houfe.  It  Is  bulk 
of  clay,  thatched  with  reeds  in  Ibme  parts, 
terraced  in  others,  and  upon  the  whole  com- 
modioufly  conftrufted.  Here  I  was  treated 
with  fuch  attention,  that  I  quickly  began  to 
recover  my  health.  I  took  an  airing  every 
day  on  the  banks  of  the  river  :  two  negroes 
carried  me ;  and  when  the  heat  became  too 
troublefome,  I  returned  to  my  abode,  and  was 
put  under  a  kind  of  fhed,  which  iheltered  me 
from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

The  Captains  of  the  convoy  and  the  Mara- 
bous of  the  country  repaired  to  Sirman,  King 
of  Galam,  in  order  to  fettle  the  price  of  (laves. 
It  was  fixed  at  70  bars,  part  of  which  confifted 
of  4  pieces  of  guinea-blues.  The  price  being 
agreed  upon,  we  failed  immediately  to  Tam- 
boucanee,  a  principal  mart  for  the  traffic  of  ne- 
groes and  ivory.  This  village  is  fituated  fif- 
teen leagues  from  Galam.  The  lords  of  the 
neighbouring  villages,  exafperated  againfl  the 
Senegalians,  for  making  Galam  the  place  of 
their  general  rendezvous,  united  their  forces 
to  make  an  attack  upon  the  convoy,  which 
was  detained  at  Saldee  on  account  of  the 
fliallownefs  c^  the  river.  The  King's  (hip, 
P  3  and 
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and  that  belonging  to  M,  Vigneux  had  not 
yet  reached  Galam.  The  one  had  flopped  at 
Baquelle,  and  the  other  at  Cotterat.  The 
Furet  alpne,  which  drew  but  fix  feet  water, 
was  fufficiently  well  armed  to  command  re- 
fpeft.  She  immediately  hoifted  fail  and 
advanced  to  the  afliftance  of  the  cohvoy.  The 
courage  of  Scipio,  my  Captain,  was  well  known 
among  the  negro  Princes,  they  were  afraid 
of  contending  with  him,  his  prcfence  put  an 
end  to  the  faftion,  and  impofed  peace  upon 
the  negroes. 

Having  fallen  ill  at  Saldee,  the  firft  place 
we  touched  at  fince  our  departure  from  fort 
St.  Louis  at  Senegal,  I  could  not  examine  the 
different  merchandize,  which,  on  account  of 
the  advanced  ftate  of  the  feafon,  had  been 
haftily  put  on  board  at  the  colony.  I  now 
examined  k  in  order  to  difpofe  of  that  of  infe- 
rior quality  in  the  firft  place  j  and  I  found  to 
my  great  furprife  that  all  the  guinea-blues 
were  of  a  bad  quality  and  damaged.  They 
had  certainly  been  dyed  over  again  in  France. 
The  owners,  for  the  fake  of  a  greatej;  profit, 
had  purchafed  them  at  a  very  low  price.  Ill 
acquainted  with   their  bufinefs,  and  blinded 

with 
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with  avarice,  they  were  the  occafion  of  my 
iofing  my  market,  as  none  of  the  guinea- 
blues  would  pafs  in  payment  for  flaves.  This 
dUappointment  obliged  me  to  change  my 
plan ;  I  ordered  ray  Captain  to  trade  for  what- 
ever fell  in  his  way  with  the  other  articles  of 
the  cafgo,  and  I  put  by  the  guinea-blues  that 
were  the  leaft  damaged,  in  oi'der  to  make  a 
purchase  of  fome  negroes.  My  plan  w^s 
to  gain  by  gold  and  ivory  fufEciently  to 
make  up  for  the  lofs  occafioned  by  the*  bad 
quality  of  the  guinea-blues.  I  had  at  moft, 
J  20  pieces  that  could  be  confidered  asfale- 
able.  Scipio  took  them,  and  fet  fail  in  a  boat 
with  a  proper  aflbrtment  x>f  goods,  to  Tam- 
boucanee.  I  kept  the  damaged  blues  with  a 
view  of  difpofing  of  them  in  exchange  fpr 
whatever  might  be  offered  to  me. 

The  rainy  feafon  was  over  c  the  delay  oc- 
cafioned l^  the  payment  of  cuftoms  at  Saldee 
had  proved  very  prejudicial  to  us.  I  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  embarking  the  25th  of 
Odober  to  go  down  to  Senegal. '  I  had  made 
but  little  progrefs'  in  the  (lave  trade;  I  had, 
however,  procured  fix  negroes  with  my  da- 
maged guinea-blues,  all  of  which  I  fhould 
have  got   fid  of,  had  I  been  able  to  protract 

P4  my 
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my  dfeparture ;  but  being  unwilling  to  rifk  my 
ihip»  I  left  Scipio  with  the  long  boat  to  trade 
in  the  cuftonoary  manner  at  Tamboucauee. 
The  King  of  Galam, '  who  had  (hewn  me 
every  kind  of  attention,  accompanied  me  on 
board.  ^  As  I  had  been  a  flave  in  Morocco,  he 
looked  0(1  me  with  admiration.  The  vcfpeA 
in  which  all  thefe  people  hold  the  Emperor 
extended  even  to  my  perfon :  this  petty  mo- 
parch  h»d  giveu  up  his  chamber  and  a  good 
bed  to  me,  while  the  whites  employed  in  the 
convoy  on  the  King's  account,  were  only 
lodged  under  fheds.  M«  Molinard,  who  was 
one  of  them,  was  an  engineer,  and  was  fent 
out  to  take  a  plan  of  the  river  and  to  explore 
the  gold  mines.  He  fell  ill  at  Saldee,  and 
died  on  hb  return  from  Galam  to  Senegal. 

Sirman,  King  of  Galam  is  very  fond  of  wine, 
dnd  I  regaled,  him  with  that  liquor  every  day 
during  my  refidence  in  his  houfe.  I  took 
care,  however,  not  to  give  him  any  but  at 
pight ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  it,  I  laid  him 
under  the  neceffity  of  returning  the  bottles, 
on  which  account  he  ordered  his  pepple  to 
take  the  greateft  care  of  them.  Having  at- 
teiidod  me  oo  board,  he  w^s  obliged  to  be 

carried 
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carried  back  to  his  village,  for  he  had  drank 
to  excefs,  to  prove  how  much  he  regretted 
my  departure,  This.Prince  had  purchafed  of 
me  thirteen  beads  of  coral,  half  a  Aring  of 
amber,  twenty-eight  filver  bells,  and  three 
pair  of  bracelets  for  his  women.  He  was  to 
have  paid  me  in  gold  or  ivory,  but  having 
neither  of  thofe  articles,  he  gave  me  a  ^kie 
negro,  although  the  things  I  had  fojd  him 
amounted  to  no  more  than  iixty-three  bars. 
In  acknowledgment  of  his  liberality,  I  made 
him  a  prefeiit  of  a  fabre,  with  a  Diftol  in  the 
hilt,  of  a  little  wool  for  his  wive/,  and  to  his 
favourite,  who  alone  had  borae  him  fons,  I 
prefented  fome  rows  of  gbfs  beads,  and  about 
four  ounces  of  fcarlet  wool.  She  had  taken 
the  greateft  care  of  me  during  my  illnefs,  and 
to  her  I  wis  principally  indebted  for  my  re-» 
covery.  My  magnificent  prefent  to  her 
might  amount  in  all  to  about  thirty- fix  fous. 

This  favourite  pretends  to  be  a  Chriflian. 
She  had  formerly  been  miflrefs  to  one  Labrue, 
an  agent  for  the  factory  of  Senegal.  As  it 
was  the  King  himfelf  that  communicated 
this  anecdote  to  me,  I  apprehend  it  will  afford 
a  fufiicient  eflimate  of  the  delicacy  of  the 
Princes  of  this  country. 

Galan) 
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Gfalam  is  a  fmall  village,  known  only  asthe^ 
place  erf"  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Senegal, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fettling  their  mercantile 
concerns,  and  on  account  of  a  wretched  fort 
built  by  the  French  in  the  time  of  the  former 
African  company.  The  father  of  the  reign- 
ing King  was  born  a  freeman  among  the 
Saracolets,  and  had  been  a  laptot  at  Senegal. 
Confidered  by  the  negroes  as  a  man  of  bra* 
very,  and  fpeaking  good  French,  he  was 
placed  in  the  fort  by.  the  company  in  quality 
of  broker.  The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tuago, 
chieftain  of  the  country,  gave  him  the  abib- 
lute  property  of  the  village  of  Galam,  on  con- 
dition of  his  charging  bimfelf  with  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  cuftoms  paid  by  European  veflels* 
Hisfoo,  the  prefent  King  of  Galam,  was 
brought  up  at  Senegal,  and  fpeaks  French  aord 
Englifh  fluently.  When  the  company  aban- 
doned the  fort,  he  took  pofTeflion  of  the  can- 
non, put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  the 
country,  became  formidable  to  his  fovcreign, 
and  laftly,  entirely  independent.  He  has  fe* 
veral  villages  fubjed  to  his  authority.  The 
laptots  of  Senegal  are  received  by  him  in  the 
lXK)fl:  cordial  manner,  and  every  voyage  he  de- 
tains 
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tains  fomc  of  them  by  his  kindnefs,  particu- 
larly thofe  belonging  to  the  Saracolet  nation  , 
for  in  order  to  have  one  of  thefe  he  will  give 
feveral  flaves  in  exchange. 

The  tribes,  which  in  this  part  of  Africa 
occupy  the  lands  fituated  ^between  the  rivers 
of  Senegal  and  Gambia,  are  all  of  the  Sara- 
colet nation.  From  Galam,  (ituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Niger,  to  the  river  Gambia, 
is  a  journey  of  a  day  and  a  half.  The  Sara- 
colcts  acknowledge  as  fovereign  the  grand 
Fouquet  of  Tuago.  They  are  a  laborious 
people,  cultivate  their  lands  with  care,  arc- 
plentifully  fupplied  with  all  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life,  and  inhabit  handfome  and  well 
built  villages ;  their  houfes,  of  a  circular  form, 
are  for  the  moft  part  terraced ;  the  others 
are  covered  with  reeds  as  at  Senegal  ;  they 
are  inclofed  with  a  mud  walla  foot  thick,  and 
the  villages  are  furrounded  with  one  of  done 
and  earth  of  double  that  folidity.  There  arc 
feveral  gates,  which  are  guarded  at  night  for 
fear  of  a  furprize.  This  nation  is  remark- 
ably brave,  and  it  is  very  uncommon  to  find 
a  Saracolet  flave.  They  always  defend  them- 
felves  with  advantage  againft  their  aflailants. 
Such  Saracolets  as  are  expofed  to  fale,  may 

ho 
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be  fafely  purchafed,  for  (excepting  whea 
they  are  at  war  with  the  Poulesi)  none  are 
to  be  met  with  but  fuch  as  have  been  con- 
demned by  the  laws  for  (bme  mifdemeanour ; 
in  fuch  cafe,  thefe  wretches  could  not  cfcape 
flavery  even  by  taking  refuge  in  their  own 
country  ;  for  they  would  bp  reftored  to  their 
mafters,  or  would  be  put  to  death,  if  the  con- 
voy fliould  have  failed.  The  religious  princi-* 
pies  of  this  people  is  nearly  allied  to  Mahome- 
tanifm,  and  flill  more  to  natural  religion. 
They  acknowledge  one  God;  and  believe. 
that  thofe  who  fteal,  or  are  guilty  of  any 
crime,  are  eternally  punifhed.  They  admit 
a  plurality  of  wives,  and  believe  their  fouls  to 
be  immortal  like  their  own.  They  think 
lightly  of  adultery ;  for  as  they  allow  them- 
felves  feveral  wives,  they  are  not  fo  unjuft 
as  to  punifh  women  who  diftribute  their  fa- 
vours among  feveral  gallants ;  a  mutual  ex- 
change is  then  permitted,  one  woman  may 
be  bartered  for  another,  unlefs  (he  be  free,  or 
a  native  of  the  country.  In  this  laft  cafe, 
the  French  cuftom  prevails ;  it  is  winked 
at,  although  the  laws  are  particularly  feverc 
9gainft  the  violation  of  the  moft  facred  of  all 

property. 
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property.  This  nation  lies  near  that  of  the 
Poules.  Its  extent  up  the  country  is  un- 
known; all  that  we  know  is^  that  it  is 
governed  by  four  powerful  princes,  all  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Fouquet,  The  leaft  confi- 
derable^  according  to  the  teftimony  of  the 
Saracolets,  is  that  of  Tuago,  who  can  af- 
femble  thirty  thoufand  horfe,  and  whofe  fub- 
jefts  occupy  a  territory  two  hundred  leagues 
in  extent,  as  well  on  the  Niger,  as  on  the 
traft  that  reaches  beyond  the  Felou,  a  rock, 
which  according  to  the  fame  report,  forms 
cataracts,  from  whence  proceed  the  Niger 
and  the  river  Gambia,  equally  confiderable. 
The  latter  is  the  more  navigable,  carries 
down  ar  lefs  quantity  of  fand,  and  forms 
fewer  flats.  Its  mouth  is  about  fixty  leagues 
from  Senegal  by  land,  and  feventy-five  by 
doubling  Cape  Vcrd. 

On  the  24th  of  Odtober  at  night,  Scipio, 
who  obfcrved  the  water  lowering  at  Tarn-- 
boucanee,  difpatchcd  a  negro  to  me,  defiri^ 
ing  me  to  quit  Galam.  I  embarked  on  the 
pext  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  but  my  lap- 
tots  had  not  as  yet  fold  their  fait.  The  mate 
and  the  boatfwaln  inliftcd  on  ftaying  in  fphe 

of 
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of  me ;  but  on  the  zfil^y  feeing  that  all  the 
hptots  adhered  to  me,  and  that  if  they  per- 
fifted  they  would  be  put  into  irons,  they 
weighed,  anchor  and  fet  fail.  The  water  on 
the  night  of  the  25th  lowered  a  foot  more, 
which  occafioned  our  ftranding  a  league  be- 
low Galam.  In  this  critical  moment,  I  flood 
in  need  of  all  my  authority  to  hinder  the  lap- 
tots  from  killing  the  mate  and  boatfwain^  who 
had  refufed  to  fet  fail,  as  foon  as  I  embarked. 
They  threw  over  board  their  fait  to  lighten 
the  veffel ;  but  all  their  efforts  proved  ineffec- 
tual. I  difpatched  a  Saracolet  to  acquaint 
Scipio  with  my  fituation,  and  he  immediately 
fet  off  to  my  affiftance.  As  the  liorfes  in 
this  country  are  excellent,  and  as  he  changed 
them  at  every  village^  he  travelled  with  the 
greateft  fpeed,  and  arrivfcd  the  following  day 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  to  my  great  aftoniih- 
ment ;  for  he  had  performed  in  that  time  a 
journey  of  fixteen  leagues.  The  meflenger 
whom  I  had  difpatched,  returned  alfo  with 
Scipio,  having  executed  his  commiffion  with 
great  diligence.  We  laboured  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty-four  hours  with  unremitting  per- 
fcverance,  to  difengage  ourfelves  frorh  this 

diftrefling 
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flUlreiling  fituation^  to  no  purpofe ;  a  circum- 
ftaoce  that  would  have  difcouraged  the  ne« 
grorSy  cxjccpt  for  the  afliAance  of  the  whites, 
and  the  coafdoufnefs  that  they  were  com- 
manded by  one  of  the  moft  experienced 
captains  of  the  colony.  As  foon  as  he  ar-* 
rived,  he  made  the  laptots  ceafe  their  labour, 
gave  them  two  hours  for  reft  and  refrefh- 
metU,  and  likewife  repofed  and  refreflicd 
himfelf.  He  was  perfedly  acquainted  with 
the  river ;  and  having  examined  the  pafles, 
law  there  was  do  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
directed  all  the  operations,  and  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  fucceeded  in  getting  her  into 
deep  water.  He  ftaid  on  board  twenty-four 
^hours,  to  fteer  us  clear  of  the  more  danger- 
ous ihpals,  which  we  paffed  without  once 
ilriking,  and  without  any  fatigue  to  the 
crew.  He  then  left  us,  after  having  traced 
the  courfe  we  had  to  make,  and  pointed  out 
to  the  mate  and  boatfwain  the  dangerous 
.  piarts  of  the  riven  He  was  determined  on 
keeping  up  his  reputation  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  bad  quality  of  our  merchandize,  ho 
hoped  ftill  to  traffic  with  advantage,  at  Tam* 
boucanee. 

About 
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About  ten  leagues  from  Galam,  we  came 
in  fight  of  the  Furet,  that  could  not  make  her 
way  to  that  place,  for  want  of  water.  She 
lay  at  anchor  off  Cotterat,  where  there  is  a 
good  depth  of  water  all  the  year  round.  The 
agent  of  the  company,  whofc  name  was  Bar- 
dinal,  a  relation  of  the  direftor  of  Senegal, 
tranfported  all  his  merchandize  in  a  boat  to 
Galam,  with  an  intention  to  pafs  the  year 
there.  He  came  on  board  to  fee  me,  and  I 
had  fomc  dealings  with  him.  I  fold  him  the 
amber,  the  coral,  and  the  filver  bells  that 
remained  on  my  hands  ;  and  it  was  an  ad- 
vantageous purchafe  to  him,  as  well  as  very 
convenient  to  me,  for  I  had  no  occafion  for 
thofe  articles  at  the  colony.  Thus,  after 
tranfadling  the  bufinefs,  we  mutually  con- 
gratulated each  other  on  our  meeting*  .  I 
made  him  afterwards  acquainted  with  the 
value  of  the  merchandize  faleable  in  the 
negro  trade,  and  of  which  he  had  conceived 
very  imperfeft  ideas  at  Senegal ;  and  in  re- 
gard to  which,  he  had  alfo  been  impofed 
upon  by  his  laptots  lince  his  departure  from 
that  place.  When  a  man  is  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  his  native  land,   and  without  any 

mtercourfe 
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intercourfe  with  his  countrymen,  the  pleafure 
he  feels  when  he  has  the  happinefs  of  meet- 
ing one  of  them,  even  were  he  an  enemy^ 
cannot  be  eafily  exprefled,  and  is  ftill  more 
difficult  to  define.  I  had  an  afFefting  proof 
of  it  qn  the  pfefent  occafion.  Engaged  as  I 
was  in  a  private  trade,  I  could  not  have  con- 
ceived that  a  perfon  in  the  employ  of  the 
company  would  have  come  to  fee  me,  par- 
ticularly as  the  houfe  with  which  I  was  con^ 
ne<Sed  had  materially  thwarted  all  their  fpe* 
culations.  On  the  30th  I  parted  from  this 
worthy  man  with  tears  in  my  eyes  ;  for  al- 
though he  was  in  good  healtlr,  and  I  infirm, 
yet  knowing  that  his  intention  was  to  pafs 
the  year  at  Galam,  I  was  perfuadedhe  would 
never  have  the  happinefs  of  revifiting  his  na- 
tive country,  to  which  I  hoped  to  return; 
he  was  prepoffeffed  with  the  fame  idea,  and 
we  were  both  in  the  right ;  for  he  fell  ill^  in 
confequence  of  extreme  fatigue,  eight  days 
after  1  left  him,  and  died  in  a  few  hours. 

The  2d  of  November,  after  having  pafTed 
the  village  of  Baquelle,  without  touching 
there,  we  entered  into  the  canal  of  the 
ifland  of  that  name.  The  boatfwain,  for 
want  of  experience,   being  unable  to  flem 
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the  current,  the  veffel  loft  her  head  way,  and 
foundered  upon  the  rocks,  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  Peter  Mambao,  a  Senegal 
captain,  who  had  arrived  at.Baquelle  with  a 
cargo  of  fait,  inftantly  fent  out  his  boat  to 
our  afliflance.  I  put  on  board  her  the  moft 
valuable  of  my  goods,  and  one  of  my  chefts  ; 
the  other  difappeared  in  an  inftarit,  nor  was 
I  ever  able  to  get  any  account  of  it.  It  was 
doubtlefs  ftolen  by  my  negroes.  At  ten 
o'clock,  finding  that  the  hold  of  the  veffel 
was  full  of  water,  and  that  the  bank  of  the 
river  vi^as  covered  with  the  natives  of  the 
country,  who  plundered  whatever  was  put 
on  Ihore,  I  tranfported  the  goods  that  were 
left  on  board  the  wreck,  to  the  ifland,  which 
they  could  not  reach,  except  by  fwimming, 
and  went  on  board  Mambao's  veffel,  that  lay 
at  about  ^alf  a  league  diftant  from  mine. 

I  fhould  have  faved  the  whole  cargo,  had 
not  the  laptots  themfelves  fallen  to  pillage. 
In  this  fcene  of  diftrefs,  my  people  were  de- 
lirous  of  indemnifying  themfelves  for  the 
toils  of  the  voyage,  and  for  the  wages  of 
'which  the  lofs  would  have  followed  *  that  of 
the  veffel.  They  plundered  as  faft  as  they 
were  able,  but  it  proved  of  no  advantage  to 

them. 
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them.  Had  they  kept  to  their  pofts,  the  Sa- 
racolets  would  not  have  come  near  us,  the 
goods  Would  have  been  all  preferved,  and  the! 
veflel  relieved  by  the  Senegalians,  by  whole 
afliftancc  fhe  would  have  been  fet  afloat ;  but 
they  confidercd  her  as  irrecoverably  loft,  and 
carried  away  every  thing  which  they  could 
conceal  from  my  obfervation. 

Amadi  Tkioncoli,   Lord  of  Baquelle,   as 
great  a  knave  as  any  of  his  fubjefts,   was  de-* 
termincd  to  take  advantage  of  my  unfor- 
tunate lit  nation.  -  He  came  to  me  on  board 
Mambao*3  Ihip,   and  made  me  a  tender  of* 
his  houfe,  and   a   good  warehoufe  to  ftore 
the  goods  I  had  faved.     All  the  Senegalians 
affured  me   I   might   rely  upon   his   word; 
to  which  I  was  indeed  compelled  by  necef-* 
fity,     I    was    obliged   then  to   fuffer   every 
thing  that  I  had  prefervcd  from  the  wreck 
to  be  carried  to  the  houfe  of  this  prince.  The 
next  day,  being  prefled  by  his  folicitations^ 
and  perceiving  that  Mambao  was  unwilling 
to  expofe  himfelf  any  longer  on  my  account, 
I  went  on  Ihore,  and  repaired  to  the  village 
of  Baquelle.     I   was  accommodated  with  a 
kind  of  a  tent,  that  while  it  fcreened  me  from 

Q^a  the 
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the  heat  of  the  fun,  admitted  the  frefli  aT  ; 
and  on  the  firfl:  day  I  was  treated  with  the 
moft  attentive  care. 

The  grand  Fouquet  of  Tiiago,  being  in- 
formed by  his  fon,  who  had  been  fome  days 
on  board  my  vcflel,  of  my  misfortune,  came 
to  Baquelle  with  a  numerous  efcort  of  caval- 
ry to  (hare  the  plunder;  My  laptots  then 
gave  up  every  thing  for  loft.  This  king 
pretended,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Moors,  that  my  veflel,  the  freight,  the  crew, 
and  myfelf,  were  all  become  his  property. 
He  would  have  taken  immediate  pofleffion  of 
the  principal  articles,  had  not  the  Lord  of 
Baquelle,  dreading  the  return  of  Scipio,  ia- 
terpofed. 

I  had  taken  two  Moors  on  board  at  Galam, 
to  deliver  to  Admet  Moftar ;  they  informed 
thefe  princes  that  I  was  a  flave  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco,  and  that  they  would  in- 
fallibly draw  down  upon  them- the  rcfent- 
ment  of  the  Moors,  if  they  ventured  to  offer 
me  any  violence. 

This  intelligence  induced  the  grand  Foquet 
to  defift ;  yet  a  clofe  watch  was  kept  over 
my  laptots  ;    they  were  not  allowed  to  pafs 

the 
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the  fccond  court-yard,  and  they  confidered 
themfelves  all  as  prifoners.  As  to  myfelf,  I 
was  at  full  liberty,  but  I  could  fcarcely  walk, 
and  was  obliged  to  be  fupported  by  two 
negroes.  As  I  was  walking  out  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  heard  a  great  noife, 
and  perceived  the  Lord  of  Baquelle,  who  was 
going  to  decide  a  difpute  that  had  arifen  be- 
tween one  of  my  failors,  and  one  of  his 
guards.  I  approached  him,  and  having  feated 
myfelf  near  Amadi,  I  informed  myfelf  of 
the  caufe  of  the  difpute.  His  guard  had  rob- 
bed me  of  a  remnant  of  fcarlet  cloth.  My 
laptot  had  perceived  the  theft,  and  taken  the 
ftufF  from  him ;  they  had  come  to  blows, 
and  the  guard  was  feverely  beaten  ;  he  was 
all  over  blood.  1  foon  decided  the  caufe,  by 
taking  the  cloth,  and  giving  il  to  the  man 
who  had  been  beaten.  I  then  took  the  lap- 
tot,  whofe  name  was  Sagot,  away  with  me, 
and  the  affembly  broke  up  and  retired,  with- 
out faying  a  word.  The  Lord  of  Baquelle 
himfelf,  did  not  require  more,  and  he  came 
with  my  people  to  attend  me  to  my  tent. 

I  had  but  feventeen  laptots  remaining  of 
my  crew,  and  four  of  them  were  difabled ; 

Q^  for 
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for  when  the  vefffil  was  wrecked,  and  the 
men  were  endeavouring  to  fave  the  powder, 
a  barrel  containing  four  pounds  blue  up  upon 
deck.  The  man  who  had  it  in  his  hands 
was  fo  defperately  wounded  that  he  died  the 
next  day,  and  the  bodies  of  the  three  others 
that  were  near  him,  were  fo  miferably  fcorch- 
ed  that  only  one  of  them  recovered.  My 
other  laptots  were  with  Scipio  to  carry  on 
the  flave-trade.  I  had  difpatched  a  courier 
to  him  ;  as  likewife  to  M.  Vigneux's  captain, 
and  the  commandant  of  the  King's  (hip,  caU 
led  the  Bienfaifant. 

Having  but  thirteen  laptota  that  were  able 
to  work,  I  could  not  make  any  attempt  to 
weigh  my  veffel ;  befides  the  Saracolets,  who 
had  cut  the  rigging  and  taken  away  the  cord- 
age, would  iiot  have  fufFered  us  to  make  fuch 
an  attempt.  I  was  obliged  therefore  to  wait 
for  a  reinforcement  to  extricate  me  from  my 
embarraffment.  Six  or  feven  refolute  laptots 
arrived  in  Bafca's  long-boat.  That  negro 
being  well  acquainted  with  their  courage, 
had  fent  them,  with  orders  to  attempt  every 
thing  to  fave  me ;  they  came  at  eleven  o'clock 
ifi  the  morning,  having  travelled  the  whole 

/-  night. 
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nigHt.     They  told  me  that  they  had  fecn  my 
veflel ;  that  the   Saracolets   having  entirely 
plundered  her  and  taken  away  all  her  rig- 
ging, there  was  now  no  remedy  for  my  mis- 
fortune ;  that  1  fliould  rather  look  to  my  per- 
fonal   fafety,   fincc  I  was  ftill  left  at  hberty ; 
their  floop,  they   dcfired  me  to  obferve,  was 
well  armed  ;  they  were  going,  they   faid,  to 
take   the   merchandize  which   I    had  left  on 
board  Mambao,  and  they  advifcd  me  to  en- 
deavour by  all  means  to  embark  with  them. 
I  followed  their  advice.     In  about  two  hours 
I  reached  Mambao's  veflel.     The  guard,  who 
faw    me  going  out,    did  not  oppofe  my  paf- 
fage  ;  perhaps  becaufe  they  confidered  me  as 
too  weak  to  attempt   an  efcape,  perhaps  alfo 
the  confideration  and  refpedl  which  they  pay 
to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  might  deter  them 
from  offering  violence  to  a  man  who  had  be- 
longed to  him.     Whatever  were   their   rea- 
fons,  I  reached  the  ban^^^-  he  rivdr  without 
meeting   any    mokflatK.,^;  and  from  thence 
got   aboard  Mair.bao.     Ii:  the  eveniiig  I  em- 
barked with  my  merchandize.     We  kept  on 
during  the  whole  night,  and  on  the  7th,  about 
nine  o'clock   in   the  morning,  reached  the 

Q^  vefTcl 
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yeffel  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Bafca. 

If  any  other  reafon,  except  the  neceffity  of 
a  fhipwreck,  had  conduced  me  toBaquelle,  I 
ihould  have  confidered  with  pleafure  the  fight 
of  this  place.  The  ftreets  of , the  village  are 
wide  and  ftraight,  the  huts  are  all  of  earth, 
furrounded  with  great  courts,  and  are  almoft 
all  terraced.  The  gardens  are  beautiful  and 
well  fituated ;  they  offer  to  the  view  along 
the  river,  the  moft  agreeable  of  profpeds. 
This  village  is  ftrong.  It  contains  about 
three  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  and .  if  one  may 
give  the  name  of  town  to  the  habitations  of 
thefe  countries,  Baquelle  will  certainly  ftand  in 
the  foren\oft  rank.  It  is  the  beft  fortified  of 
afU  that  are  fituated  along  the  banks  of  the 
Niger. 

I  had  fcarcely  taken  a  little  reft,  when 
I  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Maffe,  a  mu- 
latto of  Senegal ^^"-^o  was  one  of  my  gour- 
mets. He  had  rt  ,  ^ay  from  Baquelle  with 
my  boat,  carrying  ^ith  him  at  the  fame  time 
about  eight  hundred  pounds  of  ivory,  forty 
pieces  of  guinea-blues,  a  few  mulkets,  and  a 
barrel,   containing  about   an  hundred  pounds 

weight 
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weight  of  gun-powder.  Three  refolute  lap- 
tots  (among  whom  was  Sagot)  had  been  the 
companions  of  his  flight.  Two  of  thefe  lap- 
tots  were  Saracolets.  They  had  concealed  the 
cloth  in  their  knapfacks,  and  Maffe,  who  was 
a  dextrous  fellow,  had  obtained  from  the  Lord 
of  Baquelle  permiflion  to  follow  me,  by  infi- 
iiuating  to  that  prince,  that  fince  I  was  no 
longer  in  his  power,  he  would  do  well  to  per- 
mit him  to  join  me ;  that  this  aftion  on  the 
part  of  the  prince  would  appeafe  my  refent- 
ment,  and  that  as  I  was  ignorant  of  the  ne- 
gro language,  and  that  as  he  (Mafic)  ferved 
me  as  interpreter,  the  prince  could  not  fall 
upon  a  better  means  to  make  me  forgive  and 
forget  the  paft.  Maffe  did  not  lofe  his  pains ; 
and  fcarcely  had  he  obtained  this  permiflion^ 
than  without  mentioning  to  any  perfon  his 
intended  departure,  he  repaired  to  my  boat, 
which  the  people  of  the  country  imagined ' 
belonged  to  Mamboa,  ai  ,^/ith  all  pofliblc 
diligence  embarked  with '  le  merchandize 
above  mentioned.  Scarcely  had  he  fet  fail, 
whea  he  was  ]purfued  from  the  village  of 
Baquelle  by  a  body  of  men,  who  fired  upon 
him,  but  were  too  late  to  prevent  his  efcape. 

He 
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He  reached  the  middle  of  the  river,  failed  on 
the  whole  night  without  encountering  any 
danger. 

MafTe,  on  his  arrival  on  board  the  veflel  of 
Bafca,  made'  enquiry  after  the  King's  (hip ; 
and  having  learnt  that  it  was  at  no  great  dif- 
tance,  he  propofed  to  me  to  embark  aboard 
the  boat  in  order  to  overtake  her.  Recover- 
hig  flowly  from  the  cruel  malady  under  which 
1  laboured,  and  having  no  time  to  recruit  my 
force,  depreffed  by  the  confequences  of  my 
fhipwreck,  and  worn  out  by  the  continual  dif- 
putes  at  Baquelle,  and  the  fatigues  of  my 
flight ;  living  only  on  the  fare  of  the  negroes, 
that  is  to  fay,  eating  whatever  came,  to  hand, 
fometimes  raw  millet  fteeped  in  water,  at 
other  times  flefli  or  fifti  dried  in  the  fun  ;  poi- 
foned  by  the  foetid  atmofpherc  aboard  Bafca's 
Ihip,  where  there  were  107  negroes  in  irons ; 
expofed  during  the  day  to  a  burning  fun,  and 
in  the  night  foi/^  ^ ,  in  order  to  avoid  the  dew, 
to  fliut  myfelf  ^.p  in  the  ward-room,  where 
I  was  ftifled  with  bad  air,  and  the  exceflive 
heat  concentred  there,  I  did  not  hefitatc  a 
jnoment ;  and  lucky  was  it  for  me,  for  cer- 
tainly  I  Ihould  never  have  furmounted   fo 

many 
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many  evils  united,  if  I  had  refufed  to  follow 
his  advice. 

I  embarked  with  him  in  the  night,  having 
no  more  than  the  three  laptots  whom  1  have 
already  mentioned.  My  fwivels  were  in>order, 
mounted  upon  the  gun-wale  of  the  boat,  and 
charged,  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  My  people 
were  all  armed,  each  with  a  double  barrelled 
mulket,  and  I  proceeded,  confiding  entirely  ia 
their  care.  We  were  thirty-feven  hours  under 
fail.  I  arrived  on  the  14th,  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  and  went  on  board  the  Bienfaifant, 
commanded  by  Thevenot,  a  wealthy  inhabi- 
tant of  Senegal. 

My  bodily  pains  were  embittered  by  the  af- 
fliftions  of  my  mind.  My  vcflel  was  aban- 
doned on  the  territory  of  the  Saracolets ;  my 
nierchandize  was  difperfed  up  and  down  the 
river ;  part  of  it  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  Sene- 
galian  negroes,  fhould  Scipio  leave  the  place 
he" was  at  in  order  to  come  to  Baquelle,  the 
other  part  was  expofed  at  the  houfe  of  the 
lord  of  that  village,  who  conlidered  it  as-  his 
own  property.  I  had  been  forced  to  leave 
twelve  negroes  on  board  Mambao.  This 
fjian  might  poflibly  dcf eive  me,  and  get  them 

feizcd 
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feized  by  the  princes  of  the  country  for  a  per- 
fonal  reward.  I  knew  Mambao  to  be  an  art- 
ful and  determined  robber ;  1  had  detefted  him 
in  purloining  and  carrying  on  board  many  of 
my  efFefts.  He  had  even  carried  off  my 
Moorifh  habit,  and  a  fheet ;  and  I  had  every 
thing  to  apprehend  from  his  want  of  honefty. 
The  only  things  then,  that  I  could  corifider 
in  fafety,  were  the  mufkets  and  the  guinea- 
blues  that  I  had  left  aboard  with  Bafca ;  it  was 
all  I  could  hope  to  preferve  from  the  wreck 
of  my  veffeL 

Thevenot,  however,  endeavoured  by  his 
kind  attentions  to  mitigate  my  diftrefs.  His 
veffel,  fitted  out  folelyfor  the  purpofe  of  pay- 
ing the  duties,  was  well  armed  and  commo- 
dious. I  was  well  lodged,  l^d  a  good  table, 
and  being  no  longer  expofed  to  the  dew,  nor 
to  the  ardour  of  the  fun,  my  fever  vifibly 
abated.  This  fever  was  folely  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  weaknefs,  arifing  from  the  conti- 
nual fatigue  I  had  fo  long  undergone.  After 
having  been  eight  days  on  board,  it  left  me 
entirely.  The  river  gradually  lowering,  and 
the  veffel  drawing  nine  feet  water,  Thevenot 
determined  to'ufe  the  greatcft  fpeed  to  return 

and 
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and  avoid  the  flioals,  which  are  frequent  in  the 
river.  Notwithftanding  his  inceflant  care, 
together  with  the  experience  of  the  boatfwain, 
who  was  then  on  his  forty- fifth  voyage,  and 
the  uninterrupted  labour  of  the  laptots,  we 
made  but  little  way.  In  one  place  it  was  a 
fand  bank  which  prevented  our  paflage,  ia 
another  trunks  of  trees,  which  had  been  fwcpt 
away  by  the  currents,  impeded  our  progrefs ; 
fometimes  one  obflacle,  fometimes  another. 
To  complete  our  misfortunes,  when  we  ar- 
rived at  Saldee,  we  were  informed  that  a  party 
of  the  Poulcs  were  determined  to  flop  the 
convoy.  This  intelligence  induced  Thevenot 
to  depart  immediately,  without  flaying  to  take 
any  millet  on  board.  We  touched  the  ground 
at  the  paflage  of  the  grand  canal,  ten  leagues 
below  Saldee.  The  Poules  who  had  feen  us, 
came  to  wait  for  us  near  the  rock  of  Gdioul 
de  Diabbe  ;  they  hoped  to  furprife  us  here ; 
but  when  we  founded  the  two  channels  which 
ruh  through  this  rock,  every  one  fet  to  work, 
.  and  we  foon  difengaged  ourfelves.  The  cap- 
tain had  taken  care  to  put  the  cargo  and 
trunks  on  a  point  of  the  rock  which  rifes  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  nor  could  the  Poules 

get 
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the  day  after  my  departure,  had  arrived  at 
J^aquelle ;  that  he  had  weighed  my  veffel, 
faved  my  cargo,  and  would  foon  be  with  us. 
On  the  nth  of  December  he  arrived  at 
Doumons^  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  con- 
voy on  their  return  from  Galam. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  my  courier 
at  Tamboucanee,  Scipio  depofited  his  mer- 
chandize on  board  the  different  Senegalian 
veffels,  and  putting  a  ftop  to  his  traffic,  came 
off  with  his  laptots  in  the  boat.  At  Cotterat 
he  was  informed  I  had  left  Baquelle ;  and  al- 
though he  was  told  he  could  never  be  able  to 
iave  either  my  merchandize  or  veifel,  he  ne- 
verthelefs  continued  his  voyage,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  both.  Inflead  of  landing  at  Baquelle, 
he  went  with  his  men  to  examine  the  vefTel 
which  was  left  upon  the  ;-ocks  ;  from  thence 
he  repaired  to  Tuagb,  and  prefented  himfelf 
before  the  grand  Fouquet,  made  him  a  tender 
of  his  fervices,  and  promifed  to  fpend  his 
whole  life  with  him.  The  prince,  glad  to 
engage  a  man  of  fuch  courage  and  reputation, 
gave  him  a  very  gracious  reception. 

Scipio  finding  him  difppijpd  as  he  could 
wilh,   reprefented  that  he  coillfl  not  do  him 

any 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  241 

any  efiential  fervice,  unlefs  my  Ihip  was  firft 
cleared  from  the  rocks ;  that  by  means  of  repair- 
ing the  veffel,  he  might  cxpeditioufly  tranf- 
port  his  troops  were  the  war  required  them ; 
that  his  neighbours  and  the  governors  of  the 
different  provinces  would  by  this  means  be 
taught  to  hold  him  in  greater  fear,  and  learn 
to  refpeft  his  authority  ;  that  Sirman  himfelf 
would  foon  return  to  his  duty,  particularly 
when  he  fhould  perceive  that  the  Senegalian 
laptots  were  united  againft  him  to  bring  him 
to  fubmiflion.  Thefe  meafures  were  ap- 
proved by  the  prince ;  and  Scipio,  in  order  to 
bring  about  his  defigns,  recovered  the  cordage 
which  the  Saracolets  had  taken  away ;  and 
with  their  affiflance  fucceeded,  after  much 
labour,  in  heaving  down  the  veffel  upon  the 
iand.  He  then  requeued  the  grand  Fouquet 
to  reftore  him  his  laptots,  who  being  more 
expert  in  naval  matters  than  the  Saracolets^ 
would  facilitate  the  repairs  of  the  veflel  while 
the  convoy  remained  ;  a  thing  impoilible  to 
effeGt  after  their  depiiarture  for  Senegal.  The 
X^rd  of  Baquelle^-eceived  ail  order,  and  let  the 
laptots  go. With  their  afliftailte,  Scipio  turped 
the  ihip  ked  upwards  ;  and  feveral  Senega^ 

R  lian 
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lian  veffels,  among  the  reft  the  Moor,  com- 
ing bj,  he  borrowed  a  fufficient  nuniber  of 
laptotSy  got  her  upright  again,  after  having 
repaired  the  damage  her  keel  had  fufiered, 
difmifled  the  Saracolets,  who  had  been  very 
ufeful  to  him,  and  made  towards  Baquelle^ 
Being  called  upon  to  fulfil  his  engagements 
by  the  grand  Fouquet,  he  replied,  th^  if  the 
Fouquet  was  king  on  land,  Scipio  was  mo* 
narch  on  the  river;  that  he  was  ready  for 
battle ;  and  that  a  Senegalian,  bearing  the  title 
of  Frenchman,  could  never  think  of  becoming 
a  flave  to  a  negro  king.  The  veffel  no  longer 
leaked ;  Scipio,  with  none  but  his  own  laptots 
on  hoard,  tnoored  her  acrofs  the  principal  paf. 
fages  of  the  river,  and  waited  for  the  return- 
ed veffels.  He  felt  himfelf  too  much  obliged 
to  St*  Jean  to  detain  his  laptots,  and  as  ibon 
as  the  veffcil  had  undergone  her  repairs,  fent 
them  back  to  him.  Hfe  then  forced  the  lap- 
tots belonging  to  the  convoy  to  come  on 
board  him,  and  fummoned  the  Lord  of  Ba- 
quelle  to  reftore  him  all  the  merchandize  that 
he  had  purloined  by  trick,  or  taken  by  force. 
Amadi  at  firft  made  fome  difficulty ;  but  con- 
fented  the  monient  he  faw  Scipio  was  about 

to 
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to  make  a  defcent  in  order  to  fet  his  village 
,oa  fire,  and  to  carry  ofF  whatever  fliould  come 
in  his  way*  He  calldd  to  recoIle£lion  the 
check  which  the  grand  Fouquet  had  received 
feven  years  before :  when  that  prince  hav- 
ing newly  mounted  ffis  throne,  and  being" 
vain  of  his  power,  endeavoured  to  flop  a  coa- 
voy.  He  had  12,000  men  under  arms,  and 
was  beaten  by  Scipio  at  the  head  800  men 
of  the  colony.  On  that  emergency,  the 
captain,  though  a  (lave,  was  recognized  as 
general,  and  burnt  and  entirely  deftroycd  the 
village.  The  king  himfelf  had  fallen  into  his 
bands,  but  Scipio,  fatisfied  with  his  vifloiy, 
had  generoufly  reftored  him  without  ran- 
fom.  A  man  who  is  confidered  as  invincible, 
who  has  never  been  vanquiihcd,  who  is  look- 
ed upon  by  thofe  under  his  command  as  well 
as  by  his  enemies  as  a  hero,  is  capable  of  exe- 
cuting an  entcrprize  that  another  would  not 
undertake  with  double  the  force  ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  old  Amadi  would  not  expofe  his 
village  to  deftrudtion,  and  being  befides  at  en- 
mity with  the  Fouquet,  to  whom  he  had  re«- 
fufed  to  deliver  up  the  merchandize,  he 
thought  fit  to  capitulate.     He  gave  back  the 

R  2  goods 
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goods  of  which  I  had  taken  an  account  in 
writing,  and  reftorcd  befidcs,  two  barrels  of 
gun  powder  ofan  hundred  pounds  weight  each, 
which  I  had  not  recollected  to  iet  down,  and 
which  he  took  for  barrels  of  flour. 

The  Senegal  captains  were  not  inclined  to 
expofe  their  Tailors  in  my  behalf,  but  thofe 
brave  fellows,  accuftomed  to  fight  under  the 
command  of  Scipio,  and  acknowledging  no 
other  leader  but  him,  could  not  reconcile  to 
themfelves  the  idea  of  abandoning  him.  Be- 
fides  they  had  hopes  of  plunder  in  attacking 
the  village  of  Baquelle,  and  they  believed 
themfelves  to  be  invincible  under  his  orders. 
All  thefe  coafiderations  made  them  determine 
to  ftand  by  him  in  this  critical  emergency. 
Every  thing  being  in  readincfs  for  the  onfet, 
Scipio  began  to  proceed  down  the  river.  The 
army  of  Tuago  was  already  drawn  out  upon 
the  bank.  The  grand  Fouquet  wanted  to 
take  vengeance  on  Scipio,  and  hoped  that  with 
fmali  arms  alone  he  (houldbeable  to  prevent 
his  paffage ;  but  the  balls  only  grazed  the 
fhip,  the  barricade  kept  Scipio's  men  in 
fafety ;  and  his  fwivels,  from  which  feveral 
difcharges  were  made,  foon  fcattered  the  un- 

difciplined 
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difciplined  troops  that  tremblingly  advanced 
againft  him.  Without  lofs  of  time,  he  con- 
tinued his  way  as  far  as  Yfanne^  the  refidence 
of  the  principal  minifter  of  the  Almamy  of 
the  Poules.  This  man  informed  him  that 
the  Tanjpfirs,  diffatisfied  with  the  diftributioa 
of  the  duties  made  by  the  Almamy,  were  af- 
fembled  together,  that  forming  a  numerous 
body  they  waited  at  the  rock  for  the  return 
of  the  veflels.  Scipio  determined  anew  either 
to  conquer  or  to  die*  He  difpatched  feveral 
exprefles  to  the  other  (hips  of  jthe  convoy  to 
prevail  on  them  not  to  fail  but  in  a  body,  in 
order  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Poules.  As 
his  veflel  drew  too  much  water  to  wait  for 
the  convoy,  he  determined  to  fail  prepared  for 
every  events  His  defign  was  to  make  himfelf 
matter  of  the  paffage,  to  refift  at  that  poft 
every  attempt  of  the  enemy,  and  to  wait 
there  the  arrival  of  the  convoy.  He  hoped^ 
with  the  affiftance  of  the  failors  from  Sene- 
gal, to  repel  the  combined  force  of  the  Poules, 
and  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  the  loffes  of  the 
voyage  by  the  captures  made  on  this  people ; 
but  circumftances  changed  his  refolution* 
His  crew   were  couiiderably  diminiihed ;  he 
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had  loft  five  men ;  and  I  had  taken  with  me  three, 
together  with  a  gourmet ;  which  (if  wc  com- 
prehend another  left  at  Galam,  to  affift  in  re* 
pairing  the  fort)  deprived  him  of  the  aid  of 
ten  of  his  men ;  there  remained  only  twenty- 
two  on  board,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were 
fo  reduced  by  the  fatigue  attendant  on  Co  dan- 
gerous a  voyage,  that  little  dependence  could 
be  placed  on  their  afliftance.  In  this  dilemma 
he  armed  the  negroes  he  had  retaken  on 
board  of  Mambao ;  and  as  they  were  his 
countrymen,  that  is,  from  Baabarn,  he  found 
no  difficulty  in  determining  them  to  fight,  iix 
cafe  of  an  attack  on  the  part  of  the  Poules. 
Things  being  thus  difpofed,  he  advanced  with 
confidence  to  that  part  of  the  river  where 
he  knew  the  negroes  were  waiting  to  plunder 
the  fliip.  Four  leagues  before  he  arrived  at 
the  rock,  he  caft  anchor,  and  took  poft  in  a 
wood,  with  twelve  refolute  laptots,  in  order 
to  reconnoitre  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 
Here  he  furprifed  two  princes,  who  were  go- 
ing to  join  the  forces  of  the  Poules,  carried 
them  on  board  his  veflel,  and  put  them  in 
irons.  He  then  weighed  anchor,  and  ap- 
peared  at  feven  in    the   morning,  in   that 

part 
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part  of  the  channel  which  he  judged  to  be 
dcepeft. 

When  arrived  near  the  rock,  he  faw  both 
fides  of  the  river  Imed  with  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  Poules,  fliouting  with  joy,  and 
preparing  to  oppofe  his  paffage*  He  remain-^ 
ed,  accordinjg  to  his  firft  intention,  the  whole 
day  inadive  on  board ;  at  night  he  founded 
the  channel,  found  there  was  a  foot  lefs  water 
than  the-reffel  drew. 

At  day-light  he  retired  into  the  ward* 
room  from  whence  he  heard  the  Poules  cry- 
ing from  (hore,  **  Scipio,  thou  canft  no  longef 
efcape  from  our  hands,  thou  (hall  come  among 
us  to  plant  piftaccio  nuts."  He  was  undeter- 
mined what  part  to  aft.  His  courage  urged 
him  to  the  battle,  but  he  had  not  men  enough 
to  enable  him  to  go  on  fhore  and  repel  his 
enemies,  timorous  it  is  true,  but  in  great 
numbers;  The  convoy  was  at  a  great  dif* 
tance  from  him,  and  he  could  not  bear  to  re- 
main longer  in  a  ftateof  inadlion.  He  had 
recourfe  then  to  flratagem,  and  fucceeded. 
At  fun-fet,  after  having  obferved  the  fpot 
where  the  Tampfirs  that  commanded  the 
Poules  were  ftationed,  he  fwam  on  (hore  with 
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a  fabre  ftuck  in  his  girdle,  and  his  mulket  oa 
his  head,  accompanied  by  twelve  of  his  crew. 
He  attacked  the  Poules,  who  inftantly  fled, 
and  took  prifoners,  fix  princes,  who  were  not 
able  to  make  their  efcape.  He  then  obliged 
them  to  fwim  to  the  veflcl  and  put  them  in 
irons* 

The  next  morning  the  Poules  perceiving 
that  feveral  of  their  chiefs  were  wanting, 
fent  a  man  aboard  ;  Scipio  fliewed  the  princes 
to  their  meffenger,  and  defired  him  to  in- 
form the  Tampfirs^  that  if  they  continued  to 
attack  and  to  moleft  him  in  his  bufinefs,  he 
was  determined  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the 
captives  ;  that  as  for  him  he  did  not  fear  them, 
that  he  would  wait  for  the  convoy,  and  that 
then,  fetting  fire  to  his  (hip,  he  would  open 
the  pafs,  and  that,  aided  by  the  Senegalians, 
he  would  maffacre  all  the  Poules  that  oppofed 
him.  When  this  refolution  was  reported  to 
the  chiefs,  they  thought  proper  to  fend  a  fe- 
cond  meflenger  to  Scipio,  in  order  to  tell 
him,  that  ifhe  would  only  reftore  the  princes 
they  would  permit  him  to  aft  as  he  thought 
fit. 

To  truft  to  the  promife  of  a  negro,  and  to 

become 
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become  his  dupe  13  the  fame  thing.     Scipio 
therefore   refufed  to  hearken  to  their   re- 
queil»    But  he  aiTured  them^  that  if  he  was 
not  moiefted,  he  would  liberate  the  prifoners 
as  foon  as  he  pafTed  the  rock  ;   and  this  affu- 
ranee  fatisfied  the   Poules,   who  permitted 
him  to  proceed  without  further  hindrance. 
During  the  courfe  of  two  days  the  water 
lowered  more  and  more  every  day,   and  the 
paffage  became  lefs  and  lefs  pra£):icable.     In 
order  to  fucceed,  it  was  neceffary  to.  lighten 
the  vefiel ;  but  where  could  the  merchandize 
be  depofited,   for  the  banks  of  the  river  were 
covered  with  enemies  ?      Thefe  difficulties 
induced  Scipio,  in  order  to  fave  the  fhip,   to 
agree  to  give   the  Tampfirs  thirty    pieces 
of  guinea-blues,    fourteen   double-barrelled 
muikets,    fourteen  barrel?  of   gun  pbwder, 
and  ten  fufils  of  the  better  kind.     As  a  furety 
for  the   performance    of    the   capitulation^ 
he  required  that  the  fon  of  the  Tampfir  who 
commanded  the  troops,  ihould  be  put  into  his 
Jbiands :  this  was  inftantly  complied  with ;  and 
the  Poules   themfelves  ailiiled  him  to  get 
through  this  dangerous  paflage.  Scipio  might 
have  waited  for  the  convoy ;  but  he  thought 

it 
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it  better,  by  this  flight  facrifice  to  fave  a  (hip, 
which  he  had  preferved  with  fo  much  diffi- 
culty, and  which  would  have  perifticd  in- 
evitably if  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  had  been 
delayed  three  days  longer. 

Thcfe  multiplied  misfortunes  loft  me  the 
whole  profit  of  my  traffic.  Of  my  damaged 
merchandize  all  that  was  faved  was  about  150 
pieces  of  bad  guinea*blues,  12  negroes,  194 
drachms  of  gold,  906  pounds  of  ivory,  and 
56  calks  of  millet.  I  had  got  a  great  quantity 
of  ivory,  but  it  had  been  taken  from  me  at 
Baquelle,  together  with  my  trunk,  contain* 
ing  thirty-eight  marks,  two  ounces  of  gold 
which  I  had  procured  at  Galam,  and  alfo, 
my  coral,  my  amber,  my  powder,  my  beads, 
and  (liver  bells. 

Scipio  often  told  me,  that  if  he  had  been 
permitted  to  take  prifoners  thofe  who  attack- 
ed him  with  an  intention  to  deprive  him  of 
his  liberty,  my  expedition  would  not  have 
failed.  But  the  order  of  the  governors  of  Se- 
negal is,  that  the  traders  (hall  only  ftand  upon 
the  defenCive,  but  (hall  take  nothing  in  the 
country ;  and  for  that  reafon,  Scipio,  who 
naturally  might  have  madfc  reprifals,  having 

eight 
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eight  princes  in  irons  on  board,  was  obliged 
to  carry  them  on  ihore.  They  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  his  {ituation  to  plunder  him  of  his 
merchandize,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  avail 
himfelf  t)f  the  capture  of  thofe  men,  to  in- 
demnify his  loflcs.  Certainly  cuftoms  of  this 
nature  are  fo  much  the  more  unjuft,  as  the 
natives  of  the  country  take  advantage  of  them 
to  plunder  the  European  veffels  who  trade  in 
thofe  parts  ;  the  profit  which  the  governors 
derive  from  thofe  abufes,  is  the  reafon  that 
they  remain  unremedied.  They  are  paid  by 
the  negro  princes,  who  reimburfe  themfelves 
an  hundred  fold  by  the  plunder  of  the  veffels 
of  thofe,  who  on  the  faith  of  treaties,  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  dangers  of  this  trade. 

We  remained  fix  days  at  Doumons,  wait- 
ing for  the  convoy.  We  had  difpatched 
feveral  couriers  to  obtain  intelligence  ;  but  no 
convoy  appeared.  A  marabou  was  the  only 
perfon,  who,  in  telling  us  our  fortune,  affured 
us  that  it  would  foon  make  its  appearance. 
This  fame  marabou,  about  a  fortnight  before 
the  event,  foretold  that  I  (hould  fee  my  (hip 
and  Scipio,  but  that  he  would  have  encoun- 
tered a  great  many  difficulties.     Notwith- 

flandin? 
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ftanding  the  accomplifhment  of  his  former 
predidion,  we  gave  vtrj  little  credit  to  his 
difcourfe.  We  concluded  that  the  convoy 
was  lofl,  and  .continued  our  courfe  to  Sene- 
gal, being  fix  veflels  in  company.  Scarcely 
had  we  arrived  at  Podor,  when  we  received 
intelligence  that  the  whde  convoy  had  enter- 
ed into  a  capitulation  at  the  rock,  and  that 
they  would  foon  appear  in  fight.  This  in- 
forniation  caufed  us  to  fufpend  our  courfe, 
and  about  two  o^clockin  the  morning,  we  had 
the  fatisfadlion  to  fee  the  convoy  heave  in 
fight,   three  days  after  our  arrival  at  Podon 

It  was  not  enough  that  my  veffel  had  been 
wrecked^  that  I  had  been  obliged  to  capitu- 
late at  the  rock  oi  Dquioul de  Diabbe^  itwasne* 
ceffary,  in  order  to  fiU  up  the  meafure  of  my 
misfortune,  that  the  veffel  alfo,  aboard  of 
which  Scipio  had  left  my  merchandize  at 
Tamboucance,  fhould  fink,  and  that  which 
contained  his  ivory,  fhould  be  pillaged  at  the 
rock.  The  ivory  was  entirely  loft,  and  the 
Senegalian  veffel  did  not  bring  me  two-thirds 
of  what  was  recovered  from  the  wreck 
of  the  veffel  that  had  my  goods  on  board. 
The  fhip  was  totally  loft,  and  all  the  negro 

inhabitants 
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Inhabitants  could  favc,  were  his  ilaves ;  a  vcr j 
{lender  compenfation  for  the  misfortunes  o£ 
the  voyage,  and  the  lofs  of  the  bark. 

The  convoy  was  faved  by  a  miracle.  Their 
capitulation  at  the  rock  coft  but  little,  for  in 
coofequence  of  ibme  heavy  rains  that  had 
fellen,  there  were  five  feet  and  a  half  of  yv^ater 
in  the  rivei"  when  they  arrived  at  the  paflage, 
were  eight  days  before  there  were  but  three; 
but  for  thb.  fortunate  circumftance  the  con- 
voy would  have  been  loft ;  the  Senegalians 
muft  have  been' under  the  neceffity  of  re- 
turning by  land,  and  with  the  veiTels,  muil: 
have  been  given  up  the  millet,  the  negroes, 
and  the  merchandize.  Such  a  difafter  would 
have  plunged  the  colony  into  extreme  diftrefs ; 
as  thefe  craft  are  neceflary' during  the  whole 
year  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  the  necef- 
fary  millet  for  their  fubfiftence.  An  event  of 
this  nature,  is  fufficient  to  contradict:  the  falfe 
reports  of  thofe  writers  who  reprefent  this 
country  zs  abounding  in  every  neceffary  of 
life. 

The  marquis  of  Beccaria  had  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor,  commandant  of  the  fort 
Podor  in  the  room  of  M.  Duchozel.     He 

arrived 
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arrived  the  day  on  which  I  appeaited  before 
that  place^  and  informed  me  of  the  death  of 
the  younger  Floquet,  and  of  feveral  other 
whites,  who  fell  vidims  to  the  heat  of  the 
climate.  This  young  man  was  extremely 
regretted  by  the  negroes,  efpecially  by  Scipio, 
who,  as  well  as  myfelf,  was  fincerely  attached 
to  him.  M.  Duchozel  embarked  with  me, 
as  likewife  did  thecompany's agent  at  Podor, 
The  latter  would  not. proceed. in  the  com- 
pany's veflelsy  and  I  received  him  on  ac- 
count of  his  iituation,  notwithftandkig  the 
injuries  I  had  fufiercd  from  the  diredors  of 
Senegal.  We  fet  fail  from  Podor  with  a  fair 
and  a  ftrong  current,  which  foon  brought  us 
to  the  colony,  where  we  arrived  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  December,.  1786,  after  having  fpent 
four  months  and  eight  days  in  this  calamitous 
voyage. 

Podor  is  confidered,  cm  account  of  the  air, 
the  moft  dangerous  fpot*  in  all  this  part  of 
Africa.  The  village  aiid  the  fort,  are  fitu- 
ated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  in  the  territory 
belonging  to  the  Poules.  The  fort,  which 
forms  a  circle,  with  four  towers,  was  con- 
dru&cd  by  the  Englifh.     It  has  no  ditch,  and 

being 
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being  at  the  diftance  of  200  toifes  from  the 
river,  may,  in  cafe  of  hoflilities  with  the 
Poules,  cafily  be  cut  off  from  the  water.  It  is 
confequently  of  no  utility,  fince  it  can 
neither  proteA  the  vefleb  that  pafs  the  river, 
^  nor  be  relieved  by  them.  The  unwholcfome- 
nefs  of  the  air  is  occafioned  by  the  furround-> 
ing  fwamps,  which  jire  fcarcely  ever  dried 
tip.  It  would  be  therefore,  an  impofition  on 
the  public  to  join  M.  Adanfon  in  his  praife  of 
this  part  of  the  work},  iince  wood,  water, 
and  the  other  neceflaries  of  life,  are  only  to 
he  procured  foy  fending  for  them  .at  a  great 
diftance  up  the  country..  . 

The  fever  which  had  left  me,  returned  001 
my  arrival  at  Senegal.  I  had  loft  the  com- 
panion of  my  fortunes.  Every  body,  that  ia, 
all  the  French  at  the  colony,  coniidered  me 
as  a  madman.  The  governor  himfelf  was 
imprefied  with  that  idea  although  he  had 
never  feen  me.  It  is  true  that  I  was  fo  ab^ 
forbed  in  the  reje£bion  of  paft  misfortunes, 
that  I  would  not  even  fpeak  to  a  white.  I 
was  never  of  their  parties,  and  coniidered 
thorn  with  a  kind  of  horror.  The  many  in*- 
ftances  of  their  difiioneft  condud  had  made 

them 
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them  odious  in  my  fight.  Deceived  by  the 
whites,  deceived  alfo  by  the  blacks,  I  had  no 
confidence  in  any  body.  I  could  not  get  my 
accounts  paf£bd  with  the  commercial  houfe 
in  which  I  was  concerned,  and  finding  the 
eldefi:  partner  in  the  firm  as  diih(xie{l:  as  the 
reft  of  the  world,  I  hrcke  entirely  with  him 
the  6th  of  February,  1786.  I  now  deter* 
mined  to  return  to  France  for  the  recovery 
.  of  my  health,  which  the  fatigues  of  fo  long 
and  painful  a  voyage  {udmuch  impaired,  and 
as  I  ftoodin  great  need  of  repofe.  I  haftened 
the  conclufion  of  my  affairs  in  a  manner  little 
favourable  to  my  intcreft.  I  waited  for  an 
opportunity  of  embarking  for  France,  but 
fearing  the  frequent  infurredions,  and  the  bad 
air  aboard  the  (lave  fhips,  I  determined  not 
to  go  by  way  of  the  Weft  Indies.  Under 
thefe  circumftances.  Captain  Clouet  Duhui* 
fon  of  Havre,  commander  of  the  Furet,  which 
had  been  repaired,  (and  which  after  remain* 
ing  a  month  at  Grorec,  and  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iflands,  was  to  proceed  direftly  fot 
Havre)  having  offered  me  a  paflTage,  I  ac- 
cepted it,  and  embarked  with  him,  rather 
than  wait  the  departure  of  the  companies 

gum 
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gurii  ihips,  which  had  riot  yet  arrived. 
There  were  not,  indeed,  as  yet  any  accounts 
received  of  fliips  fitted  out  from  France  for 
that  moft  lucrative  branch  of  condmef ce.  At 
length,  on  the  twenty- fixth,  we  paffed  the 
bar,  and  on  this  occafion  I  had  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  negroes  attachment  to  my  pcr- 
fon*  They  came  to  condud  me,  and  while 
the  veffel  was  goirig  over  that  datigeroUs 
paflage,  ftood  naked  on  the  deck  ready  td 
rilk  all  to  favc  me  in  cafe  of  accident.  1 
wanted  to  rewird  their  zeal,  but  they  refufed 
to  take-  any  thing  either  from  nie  or  from  the 
captain. 

About  eleven  o*clock  we  got  Out  to  fea, 
and  the  next  day  at  eight  in  the  mornings 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Goree.  This 
ifland  is  only  a  dcfert  rock^  arid  totally  tin- 
jproduftive.  There  are,  however^,  a  few 
gardens  which  furriifli  a  little  fallad.  It  is 
deftitutc  of  water,  although  indeed  there  are 
three  fmall  fpriiigs  on  the  mountain,  which 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  refer ved  for  the 
commahdaht,  and  furhifh  water  only  for  his 
life.  The  commandants  are  often  fo  inhuman 
as  to  refufe  water  to  their  countrymen,  even 
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when  they  have  more  than  they  have  occa- 
fion  for  thertifelves.  They  prefer  employing 
it  to  wafli  their  linen,  or  letting  it  run  to 
wafte,  rather  than  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
of  anfwering  folicitations,  or,  as  they  pretend^ 
rather  thah  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  inhabi* 
tints.  Both  whites  and  blacks -are  therefore 
obliged  to  procure  their  water  from  Dacar,  a 
village  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  from  other 
places,  accordirig  to  the  deftinatioii  of  the 
vefTels.  This  water,  fetched  ifi  cafks,  has 
always  a  very  naufeous  tafte,  and  after  the 
fecond  day  becomes  quite  unfit  for  ufe.  The 
air  is  more  falubrious  here  than  at  Senegal, 
which  is  doubtlefs  owing  to  its  being  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  arid  to  the  adjoining  con* 
tinents  being  free  from  fwamps'.  The  country 
is  inhabited  by  the  fame  race  of  people  with 
that  of  Senegal,  in  other  words,  the  Yolofs^, 
The  inhabitants  of  the  colony  are  all  of  that 
n",tion.  Although  the  population  is  not  con-*- 
fiderable,  it  furtiifhes,  however,  more  than 
double  the  number  of  hands  wanted  for  the 
purpofe  of  commerce  ;  for  never  did  the  flave- 
trade  exceed  one  hundred  negroes  in  a  year, 
and  even  fo  procure  that  nuabigr  it  is  necef- 
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litry  to  go  from  thirty  to  forty  leagues  along 
the  coaft.  There  were  feveral  fhips  in  the 
harbour,  and  among  the  reft  one  from  Hon- 
fleur,  which  had  loft  all  her  crew  by  ficknefs, 
excepting  the  captain  and  fecond  mate. 

Captain  Clouet  Dubuiftbn,  according  to 
his  inftrudtions,  wiflied  to  take  in  wax  and 
ivory^  but  fome  days  after  his  arrival  he  re- 
ceived drdcrs  to  ifail ;  he  then  refigned  the 
command  of  his  veflel,  and  embarked  on 
board  the  Bayonnaife,  a  king's  fhip  that  was 
returning  to  France,  with  the  Count  de  Re- 
pentigny,  whd  was  fucceedcd  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Boufflers.  This  veflel  was  commanded  by 
M.  Kerpel,  the  fucceffor  of  Captain  Echouard, 
who  was  drowned  in  attempting  to  pafs  the 
bar  of  Senegal,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
negro,  laptots. 

According  to  the  arrangement  which  I 
had  made  with  the  houfe  I  had  quitted,  I 
was  to  receive  my  payments  out  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Furet ;  as  this  (hip  was  not  to  return 
to  France,  I  was  obliged  to  go  back  to  Sene- 
gal ;  the  misfortune  which  happened  to  M. 
de  la  Echouard,  the  lofs  of  two  fhips  belong- 
ing to  the  company  upon  the  fame  bar,  de- 

S 1  tcrred 
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terrcd  mc  from'  taking  fhipping ;  and  as  the 
air  of  Goree  had  reftored  me  to  health  and 
ftrength,  I  determined  to  undertake  the 
journey  by  land. 

The  Furet  had  hardly  fet  fail  before  I  ob- 
served on  ftiore  a  failor  of  a  very  fufpicious 
appearance.  Having  him  feized  by  the  ne- 
groes,  and  brought  before  the  commandant, 
he  acknowledged,  that  he  had  concealed 
himfelf,  in  order  to  avoid  being  an  accomplice 
in  the  depredations  committed  by  a  Berhiu- 
dian  veffcl,  that  under  pretext  of  taking  in 
provifions,  had  put  in  for  a  few  days  to 
Goree.  The  dcpofition  of  this  man  alarmed 
tnc  exceedingly;  I  had  apprehenfions  that 
this  Ihip,  (whifch  in  faA  was  a  pirate,  but 
which  could  not  be  detefted,  as  all  her  cre- 
dentials were  in  due  form)  intended  to  attack 
the  Furet.  And  this  was  really  the  cafe, 
but  that  veflel  being  an  excellent  failer, 
would  not  let  the  pirate  come  up  with  her  ; 
ihe  ran  under  the  Cannon  of  the  fort,  and  we 
perceived  the  BerAiudian  fheer  off.  The 
Bayonnaife,  king's  (hip,  which  was  at  Ben, 
taking  in  wood  and  water,  not  having  had 
timely  notice  cotrld  not  give  the  pirate  chafe^r 

Had 
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Had  an  engagement  taken  place,  it  is  even 
probable  that  (he  would  have  come  off  with 
the  worfti  for  the  Bermudian's  crew  confifted 
of  fixty  men  of  determined  refolution,  and. 
ihe  mounted  fix  howitzers  and  twelve  twenty- 
four  pounders.  She  was  an  excellent  failer, 
and  had  repulfed  two  Portuguefe  frigates  who 
had  given  her  chace  on  the  coaft  of  Brafil. 

I  fet  off  from  Goree  the  9th  of  April,  in 
the  evening,  and  arrived  at  Dacar,  where  I 
put  up  for  the  night  at  the  houfe  of  the  ma- 
rabou of  the  village  ;  next  morning  I  fet  out 
upon  my  journey,  efcorted  by  his  (on,  and  a 
negro  of  Senegal  named  Wally.  I  had  an 
Arabian  horfe  that  I  very  feldom  rode,  being 
accompanied  by  the  elder  Floquet,  who  had 
been  to  Goree  in  the  Bayonnaife.  We  arriv- 
ed on  the  1 4th  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  after  a  journey  of  five  days,  con- 
ftantly  fleeping  in  the  open  siir,  walking  along 
the  fea  (hore,  and  broiling  under  a  burning 
fun.  It  was  too  late  to  enter  the  colony, 
neverthelefs  Saerguy,  one  of  our  gourmets  in 
the  Galam  voyage,  carried  me  thither  in  his 
canoe,  unperceived  by  the  centinels. 

My  health  was  vifibly  mending,  and  this 
S  3.  journey 
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journey  far  from  weakening  had  re-eftabli(h- 
cd  my  ftrength,  I  was  determined  then  to 
remain  at  Senegal  to  trade  on  my  own  bot- 
tom ;  I  was  defirous  of  coming  to  terms  with 
the  elder  Floquet,  and  I  acceded  to  difadvan- 
tageous  conditions  to  efFeft  it ;  however,  he 
ftill  procrajftinated  affairs,  which  compelled 
me,  in  order  to  draw  fomething  from  him,  to 
embark  on  board  the  Efperance  of  TOrient, 
belonging  to  Mcffrs.  Lavuyfle,  Puchelberg 
and  Col  Captain  Everard  of  Dunkirk,  pom- 
mander.  This  veffel  was  come  on  a  particu- 
lar commiffion  from  France,  for  the  purchafe 
of  gum  at  Portendic ;  neverthclefs  it  was 
feized  by  order  of  the  King.  The  alterca- 
tions which  the  captain  had  with  the  gover- 
nors of  the  company  upon  this  fubjeft,  detain- 
ed him  near  a  month  at  Senegal.  I  was 
quite  idle  there,  and  time  hung  heavy  on  my 
hands.  The  mortification  of  having  been  ex- 
pofed  to  fb  many  dangers,  and  again  to  loie, 
in  fpite  of  myfclf,  the  little  I  was  poffeffed 
of,  threw  me  into  a  languid  ftate  of  body,  of 
which  again  brought  on  my  fever  ;  and  when 
the  (hip  fet  fail  on  the  30th  of  June,  1786* 
I   was  carried  on  board  in  a  ftate  of  infenfi- 

bility. 
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bllity.  I  had  ihipped  800  failed  cow-h^des. 
The  negroes  carried  me  over  the  bar  in  the 
company's  boat.  The  direftors  had  objefted 
to  hire  it  to  me  for  that  purpofe ;  but  they 
were  obliged  to  confent,  for  the  negroes  ob- 
ftinately  refufed  to  work  for  them  but  on 
condition  of  firft  conducing  me  on  board  the 
Efperance.  Scipio  iniifted  fo  forcibly  that 
they  were  obliged  to  fubmit.  He  accompa- 
nied me  himfelf,  and  would  not  quit  me  till 
he  faw  me  fafe  on  board. 

One  may  lay  with  great  truth,  that  if  the 
company  is  detefted  in  the  colony,  they  merit 
it  in  every  refped.  After  all  the  fervice  that 
I  had  gratuitoufly  rendered  them,  this  laft 
trait  proves  in  what  degree  of  eftimation  the 
directors  are  to  be  held ;  and  if  this  commerce 
ceafe  to  be  exclufive,  I  ftill  hope  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  teftify  before  I  die,  the  warm 
fcnfe  I  eptertain  of  their  condud  towards 
me. 

We  weighed  anchor  two  hours  after  I 
cameoQ  board,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1786. 
The  voyage  though  long  was  profperous.  I 
(entirely  recovered  my  health  on  the  paflage^ 

S  4  and 
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and  arrived  at  TOrient  the  23dof  Auguft, 
1786. 

Whatever  may  be  my  future  lot,  I  think 
it  can  fcarcely  be  more  unhappy  than  the  paft ; 
and  it  is  with  this  hope,  that  reiigning  myfelf 
to  Providence,  I  look  forward  to  the  period 
when  fortune,  wearied  at  laft  with  perfecuting 
me,  fhall  crown  my  honeft  endeavours  ^vith 
a  decent  independency. 


PART 
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COMMERCE  OF  SENEGAL  AND  GALAM. 

ALTHOUGH  the  nature  of  the  com- 
merce of  Senegal  appears  fo  (imple,  that 
pven  thofe  not  bred  to  trade  are  confident  of 
Tuccectiing  in  it,  it  is  neverthelefs  extremely 
complex,  and  liable  to  a  thoufand  difficulties^ 
requiring  not  only  much  experience  in  bufi- 
nefs,  but  likewife  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
mankind*  Whoever  is  not  well  verfcd  in 
both  fhould  not  embark  at  all  in  the  Senega- 
lian  traffic.  His  enterprilb  would  be  attend- 
ed with  lofs  of  fortune  in  fpite  of  the  moft 
unremitting  induftry. 

It  is  neceffary  to  confider,  that  having  va* 
rious  nations  to  deal  with,  fo  many  different 
modes  of  conduft  are  to  be  folio  wed.  The  vari- 
ous feafons  of  the  year  require  different  opera- 
tions. The  barrennefs  of  the  colony,  and  the 
dangers  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
are  great  impedime;its  in  the  way  of  trade; 

and 
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and  the  manner  of  traffic  purfued  in  other 
countries  will  not  fucceed  here.  He  who 
confines  himfelf  to  the  colony  alone,  cannot, 
without  extreme  difficulty,  carry  on  a  thriv- 
ing bulineft.  He  muft  purchafe  the  articles 
of  the  flave  trade  on  the  river  at  a  high  rate, 
'  aiid  difpofe  of  them  to  the  captains  of  vef- 
fels  at  a  fmall  profit.  In  the  profecution  of 
fuch  a  plan,  a  man  would  have  leifure  to  die 
ieveral  times  over  before  he  would  acquire  a 
moderate  fortune.  It  is  neceflary,  therefore, 
for  any  one  who  fettles  in  the  colony  to  trade 
on  an  extenfive  fcale. 

A  trader  at  Senegal,  whether  on  his  own 
bottom,  or  as  fadlor  for  different  houfes  in 
France,  fliould  be  provided  with  two  fmall 
fchooners,  or  flat-bottomed  boats,  from  20  to 
30  tons  burden,  drawing  from  four  to  fix 
feet  water  when  laden,  and  carrying  fwivcls 
and  wall-pieces.  The  perference  is  to  be  given 
toEnglifh  wall-pieces,  which  carry  much  far- 
ther than  French  ones.  They  are  mounted 
upon  proper  flocks,  and  may  be  ufcd  and 
pointed  like  a  mufket. 

The  fwivel  flocks  (hould  be  three  feet  above 
the  deck,  to  leave  room  for  the  barricade,  for 

which 
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which  it  is  effentially  ncceflary  to  bring 
planks  from  France,  as  it  can  only  be  fet 
up  at  Senegal,  and  is  mdilpenfably  neceffary 
iii  the  fervice  of  the  river. 

The  cabin  muft  be  fpacious,  in  order  to 
contain  the  dry  goods,  with  large  lockprs  in 
the  form  of  benches.  Great  care  muft  be 
taken  of  the  rigging,  and  provifion  made  of 
two  fpare  fets.  If  thefe  fmall  veffels  were 
copper  (heathed,  it  would  prove  of  great  ad- 
vantage, it  is  the  fureft  way  to  prefer ve 
them  from  the  worm,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
three  years  will  deftroy  the  moft  fblid  bot- 
toms. The  damage  done  by  the  worm  might 
indeed  be  repaired  were  it  not  for  the  fre- 
quent Icarcity  of  hands  even  at  Senegal,  and 
which  becomes  doubly  difficult,  when  tar  and 
other  articles  neceffary  for  the  paying  of  vef- 
fels happen  to  run  fliort.  In  fuch  prcdica* 
ments,  opportunities  of  advantage  flip  away^ 
for  the  river  is  not  navigable,  unlefs  in  the 
rainy  feafon.  ,  In  order  that  veffels  coming 
from  France  fhould  pafs  the  bar,  the  road 
without  not  being  fafe,  they  ihould  draw  at 
leaft  nine  feet  water. 

The  advantage  arifin^^rom  finall  vcflels 

is 
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is  the  poflibility  of  doing  every  thing  by  cxics 
felf.  In  this  manner  one  may  go  to  ail  parts 
of  the  river,  and  even  to  Goree  and  down  the 
coaft.  In  thefe  places  provifions  are  taken  in 
when  they  fail  at  the  colony,  which  turns  out 
a  very  beneficial  commerce.  The  Dutch  bi- 
landers,  fuch  as  trade  to  Oftend  and  Dunkirk, 
are  the  fuitable  craft  for  this  navigation,  but 
the  grand  difficulty  lies  in  getting  them  to 
the  African  coaft. 

The  people,  who  inhabit  the  eaftcm  part 
of  the  river  from  Senegal  to  Galam  inclu- 
fively,  are  of  the  Yolof  nation,  governed  by  a 
powerful  king,  of  the  name  of  Darnel.  The 
general  refidence  of  this  prince  is  Cahicrs, 
an  inland  village,  fituated  between  Senegal 
and  Goree.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  two 
colonies  are  moftly  of  this  nation,  and  are 
reckoned  the  braveft  of  this  part  of  Africa. 
They  have  always  the  advantage  over  their 
hoftile  neighbours,  no  doubt  on  account  of 
the  military  knowledge  they  have  derived 
from  the  French  of  the  two  colonies,  and 
from  the  fuccour  that  liation  ever  affords 
them.  The  dominion  of  Darnel  upon  the 
river  extends  to  about  forty  leagues.  Be- 
yond 
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yond  which  boundary  are  the  Wals  and  the 
Braes,  nations  formerly  powerful,  but  at  pre- 
fent  almoft  favages,  and  ever  expofed  to  the 
iucurfions  of  the  negroes,  or  of  their  Moorifh 
neighbours. 

Tlie  nation  of  the  Poules  or  Foulques  be- 
gin«  at  Cocq,  a  village  fituated  on  the  point  of 
the  ifle  of  Podor,  two  leagues  below  the  fort, 
and  terminates  at  Validienta,  comprehending 
an  extent  of  160  leagues  along  the  banks  of 
the  river.  The  trade  carried  on  with  thefe 
people  is  very  inconfiderable.  All  thefe  coun- 
tries only  afford  millet  neceflary  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  colony,  tobacco  and  a  fmall  * 
quantity  of  ivory  ;  and  in  cafe  of  war  between 
the  different  nations,  choice  of  excellent 
flaves.  From  Validienta  to  Galam,  and  even 
beyond,  lies  the  natidh  of  the  Saracolets* 
Their  country  is  a  place  of  advantageous 
traffic.  The  inhabitants  are  brave,  numer- 
ous, and  in  a  higher  ftate  of  civilization  than 
the  other  negroes.  Their  religion  is  partly 
Mahometan,  and  partly  idolatrous.  Gresdt 
quantities  of  (laves  of  various  countries  of 
Africa,  brought  by  the  caravans,  are  expofe^ 
here  for  fale.     Here  alfo  much  traffic  is  car« 

ried 
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ried  on  in  gold,  elephants  teeth,  pagns,  and 
various  other  articles.  Nor  is  trade  in  thefe 
diftrifts  lefs  feCure  than  advantageous  ;  for  a 
man  may  advance  far  up  the  inland  country 
without  the  leaft  perfonal  danger,  even  if 
alone.  The  northern  part  of  the  river  is  peo- 
pled by  barbarous  hordes  of  Moors,  fuch  as 
the  Bracnarts  near  Senegal,  and  the  Traffarts 
in  the  vicinity  of  Podor.  TheMongearts  are 
alfo  very  numerous  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Galam*  Thofe  paftoral  hordes  rove  from 
place  to  place,  as  I  have  before  mentioned, 
in  my  obfervations  on  the  manners  and  cuf- 
toms  of  the  people  with, whom  I  travelled 
during  my  captivity.  The  Moors  funiifh 
the  gum  which  they  bring  to  the  dcfart  and 
to  Cocq,  two  marts  eftablifhed  for  the  carry- 
ing on  of  that  traffic,  and  whither  the  com- 
pany's veflels  always  repair  in  the  month  of 
May.  They  likewife  bring  flaves  to  the  co- 
lony during  the  whole  year,  except  in  the 
rainy  feafon,  when  the  overflowing  of  the  • 
JJiger  drives  them  into  the  interior  parts  of  ^ 
Ac  country.  In  this  feafon  their  emigra- 
tions extend  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Atlas. 
The  Saltiguets,  a  negro  race^   occupy  the. 

banks 
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banks  of  the  river  above  Yafanne,  and  extend 
as  far  as  the  dominion  of  the  Saracolets.  They 
compofe  in  a  manner  but  one  and  the  fame 
people,  and  are  governed  by  a  prinee,  who  by 
right  of  birth,  is  intitled  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Poules  ;  but  the  priefts  deprived  him  of 
his  crown  and  drove  him  out  of  his  country. 
This  prince  is  a  man  of  courage,  makes  fre- 
quent  incurfions  upon  the  territories  of  the 
Poules,  and  difpofes  of  his  captives  to  the 
neighbouring  Moors,  who  bring  them  to  Se- 
negal. They  are  purchafed,  notwithftanding 
the  treaty  made  with  the  Almamy^  import- 
ing that  no  flave  of  his  nation  fhould  be 
bought;  no  doubt  becaufe  it  is  underftbod 
that  this  treaty  does  not  hold  good  but  in  the 
cafe  of  the  convoy  touching  at  his  dominions 
in  the  way  to  Galam. 

From  Podor  to  Mafon  the  hyppopotamus  is 
found  in  great  abundance.  This  is  a  moft 
ufeful  animal.  Its  flefli,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
lervcd,  is  good  food,  and  its  fat  makes  excel- 
lent foap.  There  is  like  wife  in  thefe  cantons^ 
great  plenty  and  variety  of  grain,  which  might 
be  purchafed  at  a  very  low  rate.  The  exclu* 
$vc  privilege  of  the  company  proves  the  bane 

of 
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of  this  gainful  connLmerce ;  for  thcif  agents^ 
wholly  intent  upon  their  own  intercfts,  and 
not  that  of  their  principals,  negleft,  perhaps 
through  ignorance,  this  very  effential  branch 
of  trade,  but  from  which  I  can  affert  from 
iny  own  experience,  immenfe  profits  arifc. 
The  articles  procured  here  are  of  the  firft 
neceffity  in  France,  for  the  manufaftory  of 
Marfcilles  foap,  and  their  preparation  cofts  as 
little  as  their  original  purchafe*  The  conti^ 
nual  apprehenfion  of  lofing  the  fruits  of  one's 
labours,  and  of  feeing  one's  difcoverics  enjoy- 
ed by  others,  is  the  reafon  why  fevcral 
•branches  of  commerce  are  entirely  abandoned^ 
The  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  the  Yolofsi 
Poules,  or  Foulques,  and  Moors,  are  the  four 
nations  with  whoto  trade  is  carried  on  with- 
out going  out  of  Senegal.  This  is  done  in 
four  different  ways ;  the  difference  of  feafbns 
occafions  a  farther  variation ;  the  wants  of 
thefe  fcveral  nations,  according  to  time  and 
place,  require  paiticular  information  relative 
to  the  articles  of  which  they  ftand  in  need. 
The  Braes  and  Wals  have  the  fame  wants  as 
the  Yolofs,  and  fpeak  the  fanie  language. 
With  refpeft  to  the  Saracolets  and  the  Salti- 

guetsy 
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guets,  buiinefs  cannot  be  tranfadled  with 
them,  but  in  the  voyage  to  Galanci,  of  which 
an  account  will  be  given  hereafter. 

The  natives  of  the  colony  are  almoft  all,  as 
has  becui  remarked  before,  of  a  faithlefs  cha- 
rafter ;  they  feck  for  opportunities,  which 
they  never  fufFer  to  efcape  them,  to  cheat 
fuch  Europeans  as  are  not  fufficiently  on  their 
guard.  To  be  proof  againft  their  wiles,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  know  the  Yolof  lan- 
guage ;  for  when  a  man  is  not  acquainted  with 
it,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  interpreters,  who 
neceffarily  belonging  to  this  people,  always 
cheat  and  fliare,  according  to  agreement, 
the  produce  of  their  knavery.  From  this 
general  and  well-founded  idea,  it  follows  that 
a  man  (hould  always  diftruft  them  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  tranfaction.  It  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  deal  with  them  either  for  the  voy- 
age to  Galam,  or  for  fuch  articles  as  are  ne- 
ceflary  for  their  ownconfumption. 

With  refpedt  to  the  laft,  to  avoid  every 
caufe  of  difference,  it  is  requifite  never  to  de- 
liver goods  but  on  payment,  either  in  money 
or  merchandize.  It  is  neceffary  even  to  be  fo 
fcrupulous  as  to  minute  every  article  of  agree- 

T  ment. 


274  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

ment,  to  repeat  each  feveral  times,  even  if 
the  bulinefs  were  to  be  concluded  on  the  fpot. 
as  well  with  the  rich  as  with  the  poor.  Pof: 
feflion  fliould  be  immediately  taken  of  what- 
ever article  is  agreed  for,  either  by  purchafe 
or  barter  ;  but  for  this  precaution  a  man  would 
inevitably  be  expofed  to  a  thouland  quibbles, 
which,  without  breaking  the  bargain,  would 
make  it  turn  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  the 
blacks.  The  employers,  always  afFe£ting  to 
believe  that  their  fervants  were  deceived,  fel- 
dom  fail  to  decide  in  their  favour,  and  although 
a  man  have  juftice  on  his  fide,  he  will  never-: 
thelefs  incur  in  the  colony  an  imputation  of 
diflionefty,  wlftch  cannot  but  prove  detrindeil- 
tal  to  his  affairs. 

If  credit  be  given  for  any  merchandize,  it  is 
necefTary,  before  delivery,  to  enquire  into  the 
circumftances  of  the  buyer  ;whether  he  have 
any  negroes  or  not,  and  whether  they  can  be 
made  refponfable  for  the  debt ;  whether  the 
flaves  of  this  native  be  Tapade's  flaves  by  in- 
heritance, or  have  been  purchafed  by  him  in 
the  voyage  to  Galam.  Thefe  things  well  af- 
certained,  credit  may  be  given  without  appre- 
henfion,  on  obferving,  however,  eight  princi- 
pal precautions. 

I  ft.  The 
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I  ft.  The  Tapade's  flavesby  inheritance  are. 
only  nominally  fo ;  their  mafters  cannot  fell 
them  without  bringing  difhonour  upon  them- 
felves,  according  to  the  received  cuftoms  of 
the  country,  unlefs  they  be  confidered  as 
abandoned  chara<fters,  or  have  been  guilty  of 
fbme  great  crime.  Brought  up  with  the  na- 
tives, they  are  confidered  as  inhabitants,  and 
form  a  body  apart  in  the  colony.  They  have 
their  friends  and  relations  there,  who  would 
become  implacabh  enemies  to  thofe  who 
fhould  endeavour  to  Tell  them ;  but  when  on 
account  of  any  crime  they  are  expofed  to  fale, 
the  inhabitants  readily  buy  them,  and  give  in 
exchange  flaves  of  a  greater  value. 

2dly.  Care  muft  be  taken  to  fee  that  the 
flaves  which  come  from  Galam  be  not  mar- 
ried to  Tapade's  negroes^,  for  in  that  cafe,  like 
the  former,  they  cannot  be  fold,  except  by 
their  mafters. 

3dly.  An  exaft  account  muft  be  kept  of 
the  time  given  for  payment,  the  goods  de- 
livered, and  the  conditions  of  delivery. 

4thly.  Thofe  bargains  ftiould  never  be  con- 
cluded privately,  but  always  before  three  in- 
habitants at  leaft. 

T  2  sthly. 
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5thly.  They  muft  be  figned  by  the  mayor 
of  the  town,  who  is  at  the  fame  time  the 
chief  of  the  negroes,  and  alfo  by  the  fureties 
and  the  witneffes. 

6thly.  The  fureties.  muft  confift  of  the 
neareft  relations  of  the  purchafer,  and  in 
their  defauh,  of  the  moft  wealthy  inhabi- 
tants. 

7thly.  As  foon  as  the  time  of  payment  ar- 
rives, np  time  muft  be  loft,  othcrwife  the 
fureties  and  witneffes  will  infift  upon  with- 
drawing their  names,  alledging,  that  without 
their  knowledge,  other  bargains  have  been 
made  with  the  purchafer,  and  that  to  their 
detriment,  without  advifing  with  them  ;  and 
that  thofe  engagements  having  been  made  in 
private,  they  are  therefore  releafed. 

8thly.  It  is  advifeable,  though  not  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  to  make  fome  prefents  to  the 
mayor  of  the  jtown,  and  to  the  witneffes  to 
the  bargain,  if  one  would  remain .  on  good 
terms  with  the  natives.  By  obferving  all 
thefe  precautions,  one  may  carry  on  with  the 
natives  a  traffic  on  credit  without  running 
?ny  riik. 

If  the  articles  have  been  furniflied  for  the 

voyage 
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voyage  of  Galam,  and  the  time  of  payment 
be  come,    whether   the  purchafer  return  or 
not,    whether  he  be  dead  of  fatigue,  or,  in 
order  to  avoid  payment,  remain  in  the  coun- 
try,   hoping  that  in  a  -(hort  time  the  mer- 
chant whom  he  charged  with  the  commiflion, 
^vill   either   die   or   be   obliged  to*  return  to 
France ;   in   this  cafe  the  greateft  care  muft 
be  taken  that   the  Tapade's  captives  do  not 
rfttcrid  pn  their  mafter.     Whatever  good  opi- 
nion we  may  have  of  the  integrity  of  an  in- 
habitant,  this  precaution  is  always  neceflary. 
If  it  fhould  happen  that  by  the  addrefs  of  the 
ilnafter,  thh  Tapade's  captives  fhould  have  ac- 
companied  him   in  his   voyage,    you    muft 
inftantly,  without  ceremony  or  delay,  attack 
the  furcties  and  the  witnefles.     Without  this 
precaution  you  arc  fure  to  lofe  all.     In  this 
cafe  you  have  no  enemy  to  fear ;  always  ob- 
ferving,  however,  not  to  fell  the  Tapade's  flaves 
whom   you    may    have  got  into  your  hands, 
except  when  the  relations  of  the  abfent  pur- 
chafer, or  the  other  inhabitants  ihall  refufeto 
redeem  them  by  an  equal  number  of  other 
flaves. 

Whoever   (houkl  dare,  either  from  2t  fpirit 
Tj  •  of 
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of  vengeance,  or  by  way  of  bravado,  to  embark 
the  Tapades  captives,  would  run  the  greateft 
rifk,  nor  could  he  efcape  being  ftabbed  or 
poifoned  but  by  miracle  :  at  the  beft  he 
would  befure  to  lofe  his  merchandize,  and  to 
be  reduced  to  flavery  among  the  negroes  or 
the  Moors. 

If  the  article  furnifhed  be  for  confumption, 
either  before,  or  for  the  voyage  of  Galam, 
a  different  arrangement  muft  be  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  time  and  mode  of  payment.  The 
term  of  the  credit  given  ought  to  be  fixed,  at 
furtheft,  at  a  month  before  the  Galam  expe- 
dition, always  before  two  witneffcs  and 
fureties,  who  fign  the  bargain  and  the  en- 
gagement :  the  fignature  or  prefence  of  the 
mayor  of  the  town  is  alfo  neceflary.  The 
moft  advantageous  period  of  payment  is  at 
the  termination  of  the  voyage;  becaufe  re- 
turns may  then  be  made  to  Europe. 

When  the  term  of  payment  comes,  ihould 
the  inhabitant  negleft  to  pay,  a  complaint 
muft  be  preferred  before  the  mayor.  If  the 
creditor  confent  to  allow  the  debtor  time  to 
enable  him  to  perform  the  voyage  to  Galam, 
either  becaufe  he  fhould  have  fuftained  lofles, 

and 
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fend  it  (hould  appear  that  the  payment  would 
be  prejudicial  to  his  trade  and  means  of  exift- 
ence,  or  becaufe,  from  the  want  of  the  money 
or  goods  he  would  be  obliged  to  give,  he  would 
nolongerhaveit  in  his  power  to  procure  pitch, 
tar,  cordage,  and  fuch  other  articles  of  in- 
difpenfable  neceflity  for  the  above  voyage ;  in 
that  cafe,  the  agreement  muft  be  annulled, 
and  a  f(^cond  drawn  up,  bearing  heavy  intereft, 
and  payable  at  his  return ;  taking  care  to  ob- 
fervethe  fame  precautions  as  before.  The 
intereft,  which  is  generally  fifty  per  cent,  is 
not  too  high,  confidering  that  the  creditor 
would  obtain  at  leaft  an  equal  advantage,  by 
undertaking  the  expedition  himfelf.  By  em- 
ploying thefe  means  he  is  fure  to  be  paid 
when  it  is  at  an  end  ;  a  debt  thus  prolonged 
is  facred,  and  gives  the  right  of  feizing  the 
Tapade's  flaves,  and  even  of  felling  them, 
without  exciting  the  murmurs  of  any  one.  On 
failure  of  payment  at  this  fecond  period,  the 
obligation  may  alfo  be  negociated  ;  for  when 
all  thefe  precautions  have  been  taken,  it  is 
donfidered  as  ready  money  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  fond  of  engagements  of  this  kind, 
elpecially  if  the  debtor  have  any  good  work- 

T  4  men- 
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men  among  his  Tapade's  flaves  ;  who  would 
become  his  if  the  agreement  fhould  not  be 
fulfilled. 

If  the  goods  furniflied  be  intended  to  faci- 
litate the  Galam  voyage,  care  is  taken  to 
fettle  their  value,  and  the  profit  that  might 
be  obtained  if  the  perfon  furnifliing  then> 
went  thither  himfelf.  Every  thing  muft  be 
fpecified  in  the  bargain  ;  the  quantity  and 
cjuality  of  the  merchandize  to  be  received 
in  return  muft  be  agreed  upon,  without  any 
regard  to  the  future  price  of  the  colony* 
For  inftance,  if  the  article  amount  to  1200 
livres,  and  a  flave  be  then  worth  only  600, 
it  (hall  be  exprefled  in  the  agreement,  two 
flaves,  or  fo  much  ivory,  or  fo  much  gold, 
on  the  return  from  Galam.  So  that  fhould 
the  ve fills  from  Europe  raife  the  price  of 
flaves,  the  debtor  will  be  obliged  to  pay,  not 
1 200  livres  in  money,  but  two  flaves  in  kind, 
u^'hatever  price  they  may  then  bear.  It  is 
true,  that  if  at  the  fame  period,  flaves  fliould 
be  worth  lefs  than  600  livres  a  piece,  the 
debtor  in  like  manner  would  be  obliged  to 
give  only  two,  to  obtain  a  difcharge.  But  a» 
there  is  no  example  of  fuch  a  depreciation, 
he  who  fells  has  always  the  advantage. 

If, 
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If,  for  want  of  being  perfeftly  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  the  colony,  a  man  have  the 
misfortune  to  fell  to  Tapade's  captives,  thinks 
ing  them  free  inhabitants,  he  muft  endeavour 
to  remedy  his  error  without  lofs  of  time,  by 
getting  their  mafters  to  be  anfwerable  for 
them ;  but  in  thefe  cafes  he  is  feldom  paid* 
Care  muft  alfo  be  taken  not  to  deal  with  the 
wives  of  the  inhabitants,  unlefs  for  ready 
money,  or  aftual  exchange ;  without  that, 
all  would  be  loft.  The  rich  female  inhabi- 
tants, who  carry  on  their  bufincfs  them- 
felves,  and  who  have  150  or  200  negroes 
belonging  to  them,  may  be  dealt  with  ;  but 
not  without  the  above-mentioned  precautions* 

A  perfon  who  does  not  underftand  the 
Yolof  language  is  obliged  to  make  ufe  of 
negroes  as  interpreters,  whether  an  opportu- 
nity ojfFer  of  trading  with  the  negroes  of  the 
continent,  or  with  the  Moors.  In  this  cafe 
it  is  advifeable  for  him  to  have  flaves  of  his 
own,  who  underftand  the  lanoruaore  of  thofe 
nations,  that  he  may  avoid  the  impofitions  of 
the  negroes  of  the  colony.  Thefe  flaves 
hope  that  their  cares  and  fervices,  will  one 
day  or  other  procure  them  their  liberty. 

It 
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It  often  happens,  in  making  a  bargiin^ 
that  the  negro  interpreter  alks  a  higher  price 
than  he  who  fells,  becaufc  in  that  cafe,  be- 
fides  the  two  bars  he  has  a  right  to  for  the 
flave  bought  through  his  medium,  what  he 
demands  above  the  real  price  is  an  addition  to 
Lis  profit. 

He  who  has  no  flaves  of  his  own  fuffici-  " 
cntljr  well  informed,  would  do  well  to  have 
fcveral  interpreters  among  the  negroes  he 
employs  as  day-labourers,  and  fliould  *give 
them,  as  well  as  to  the  interpreter  appointed 
by. the  governor,  the  two  bars  for  the  bar- 
gain. By  fo  d6ing  he  will  avoid  a  part  of 
the  tricks  and  impofitions,  to  which  he  is 
particularly  liable  when  dealing  with  Moors, 

A  bargain  concluded  by  one  of  thefe  in- 
terpreters of  the  colony  with  the  elder  Flo- 
quet,  fufficiently  proves  the  impofition  1 
have  juft  fpoken  of.  The  Moors  afked  fevea 
pieces*  of  guinea-blues  for  each  flave  j  the 
interpreter  told  Floquet  that  they  demanded 
nine,  and  he  agreed  to  give  them.  In  the 
evening  the  Moors  fent  him  a  flave,  who 
came  at  a  moment  when  the  interpreter  was 
abfeiit.      On   receiving  him,  Floquet  gave 

nin« 
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uine  pieces  of  guiaea-blues,  having  in  the 
morning  paid  the  interpreter  for  feveral  others 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  Moors,  however, 
took  only  feven,  and  returned  the  other  two. 
This  difference  aftonilhed  Floquet ;  he  fent 
for  a  Uttle  negrefs  who  fpoke  Arabic,  and 
learned  from  her  that  the  Moors  aiked  only 
feven  pieces  for  this  flave,  being  ^hat  they 
had  received  for  the  others  in  the  morning. 
The  Moors  preferred  their  complaint  of  this 
knavery  to  the  mayor  of  the  town  ;  Floquet 
laid  his  before  the  governor,  and  the  4iegro 
interpreter  was  publicly  puniflied. 

However  the  interpreter  may  cheat,  they 
xnuft  not  be  flighted,  unlefs  by  a  man  per* 
fc&ly  acquainted  with  the  country.  For 
when  they  fee  that  they  are  fufpedled,  and 
that  their  difhonefty  is  known,  they  never 
fail  to  find  a  thoufand  reafons  to  infinuate 
into  the  minds  of  the  Moors,  by  way  of 
keeping  them  from  the  houfes  of  the  whites, 
of  whom  they  wifli  to  be  revenged.  To 
avoid  this  inconvenience,  it  is  neceflary  to 
have  negroes  paid  by  the  month,  who,  being 
difperfed  upon  the  continent,  -  give  notice  of 
the  moment  when   the   Moors   arrive  with 

their 
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fheir  captives*  The  traders  then  go  out  to 
meet  them,  and  it  feldom  happens  that  the 
bargain  is  not  immediately  concluded. 

Nor  mtfft  it  beforojot  to  treat  thefe  favajjfes^ 

o  o 

with  the  politfeft  regard,  and  to  quit  every  oc- 
cupation when  they  arrive.  The  captains  of 
ftips  who  are  frequently  wanting  in  thofe  at- 
tentions which  they  expeft,  feldom  fucceed  in 
the  ncgociations  they  undertake.  For  the 
Moors,  humiliated  at  feeing  thcmfelves  in  a 
manner  defpifed,  chufe  rather  to  repair  to  the 
koufes  of  thofe  whites,  who,  accuftomed  to 
their  u fa ges,  always  receive  them  with  kindnefs^ 
The  precautions  here  recommended  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Moors,  hold  good  as  to  the  ne- 
groes ;  it  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  in  trad- 
ing with  the  latter,  that  they  never  take  in- 
terpreters ;  being  fure  of  finding  negroes  of 
their  nation  in  the  houfes  of  the  whites,  they 
go  thither  without  precaution;  debate  the 
bargain  perfonally  ;  and  take  immediate  pof- 
feffion  of  the  articles  agreed  upon. 

Whether  dealing  with  the  Moors,  or  with 
the  negroes  of  whatever  nation,  it  is  neceflary 
fto  have  a  room  called  the  palabre^  in  othef 
'Words^  aa  apartment    in   which   there  are 

neither 
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neither  goods  nor  furniture ;  othcrwife.  there 
would  be  great  danger  of  theft. 

The  palabres  often  laft  two  hours,  and  dur- 
ing all  that  time,  the  people  who  follow  the 
principals,  fcrutkiize  every  corner  with  their 
eyes,  to  fee  if  it  be  poflible  to  fteal,  while 
the  bargain  for  goods  or  flaves  is  making. 

They  never  agree  upon  the  firft  interview; 
they  are  defirous  of  feeing  whether  the  mer- 
chandize of  the  other  houfes  be  not  of  a  better 
quality,   or  eafier  purchafe. 

If  they  be  negroes,  they  are  plied  with 
liquor ;  for,  though  Mahometans,  they  will 
accept  annifeed  water,  or  brandy.  They 
drink  till  they  lofe  their  reafon,  and  then  ftrikc 
their  bargains.  If  Moors,  fugar  and  water 
is  given  them  at  difcretion,  and  fometimes 
brandy  ;  although  followers  of  Mahomet  alfo, 
they  will  not  refufe  it,  particularly  the 
princes. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  they  are  regaled 
in  vain :  it  is  therefore  prudent  in  the  mer- 
chant who  is  dealing  with  them,  to  give  them 
nothing  to  drink  until  he  is  nearly  fure  of 
coming  to  an  agreement. 

As  thefe  people  generally  pra>Slife  hofplta- 

lity, 
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lity,  they  eat  and  drink  at  the  houfes  of  the 
whites  without  any  fenfe  of  obligation,  be- 
caufe  in  their  place,  they  would  treat  as 
willingly  as  they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
treated. 

The  Poules  feldom  or  never  bring  their 
captives  to  fale ;  they  carry  their  commodities 
to  the  colony,  but  they  will  not  drink.  Their 
palabres  are  of  (horter  duration ;  and  when 
they  fee  any  merchandize  that  fuits  them^ 
they  give  in  exchange  the  money  they  have 
procured  at  the  colony,  by  felling  their  mil- 
let, Ikins,  elephants  teeth,  &c.  Iron  and 
wool  are  the  articles,  the  want  of  which  draws 
them  to  the  colony. 

Trade  with  this  nation  is  carried  on  at  Sene- 
gal only  from  January  to  June ;  ^\A  hence 
it  is,  that  after  that  period,  it  becomes  need- 
lefs  to  fend  out  iron,  thefe  people  being  the 
principal  confumers.  They  make  their 
other  purchafes  in  the  voyage  of  Galam,  as 
well  as  among  the  Saracolets,  the  Saltiquets, 
and  the  Moors  fettled  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
river. 

There  are  three  modes  of  making  this 
voyage ;  nor  has  it  yet  been  decided  which  of 

the 
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the  three  is  the  beft.  TJie  firft  and  moft 
praAifed  by  Europeans  is,  to  enter  into  an  en- 
gagenncut  with  a  negro  inhabitant,  who  pur- 
pofes  undertaking  the  expedition.  In  this  cafe^ 
the  number  of  bars  he  is  to  receive  for  each 
flave  is  agreed  upon ;  .  or  elfe  a  bargain  is 
made  by  the  great,  and  he  is  allowed  120  or 
130  bars,  fometimes  more,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances.  He  requires  full  bars,  among 
which  he  iniifts  upon  eight  pieces  of  guinea- 
blues,  lie  then  becomes  anfwerable  for  ?dl 
events,  and  the  Galam  voyage  is  at  his  own 
rilk  and  peril.  If  it  prove  unfuccefsful,  his 
Tapade's  captives,  to  whom  the  creditor's 
rights  extend,    are  his  fecurity. 

In  the  fecond  manner,  the  inhabitant  will 
be  content  with  100  full  bars,  but  is  not 
anfwerable  for  events  or  mortality. 

The  firft  of  thefe  two  rriodes  is  without 
difpute  the  more  advantageous,  although  the 
(lave  is  purchafed  at  a  dearer  rate.  In  either 
way  the  negro  is  a  great  gainer,  even  though 
fome  loiles  (hould  attend  his  expedition. 

The  third  motive,  which  is  to  perform  it 
in  perfon.  would  doubtlefs  be  preferable  to 
(he  other  two,  if  the  whites  could,  fupport 

fo 
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fo  laborious  a  voyage  ;  but  as  they  almoft  ail 
fall  fick,  the  negroes  avail  themfelves  of  it. 
All  the  faults,  and  all  the  misfortunes  fall 
upon  the  whites,  and  all  the  profit  goes*  to 
the  negroes.  The  only  advantage  that  can 
be  derived  from  going  there  is  a  knowledge 
of  the  value  of  merchandize  upon  the  river, 
which  enables  the  trader  to  avoid  the  impo- 
fitions  of  the  negroes  in  making  out  their 
accounts  in  future  voyages. 

Several  whites  have  tried  a  fourth  manner ; 
that  is,  to  freight  a  veffel  themfelves,  and 
fend,  at  their  own  expence,  an  inhabitant 
cliarged  with  the  care  of  their  intereft. 

This  mode  is  more  produftive  than  the 
others ;  but  the  profits  muft  be  (hared  with 
the  captain,  who  brings  to  account  nothing 
but  full  bars,  and  takes  the  fait  for  himfelf ; 
always  affirming  that  he  has  been  obliged  to 
throw  it  overboard,  on  prefling  occafions,  or 
for  fomc  other  reafons,  of  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  prove  the  falfify.  This  is  the  mode 
the  negroes  like  the  beft,  being  fure  of  gain- 
ing in  expeditions  of  this  kind. 

However,  though  they  thieve  as  much  as 
they  can,    it  is  ftill  the  moft  advantageous  of 

all 
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all  to  the  trader.  To  infure  fuccefs  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  find  the  leaft  rafcally  negro,  and 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  value  of  goods 
upon  the  river. 

The  voyage  to  Galam  is  the  beft  in  point 
of  profit,  though  the  moft  dangerous  in  re- 
gard to  the  trouble  and  fatigue  that  inceflantly 
attend  upon  the  adventurer. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  there  are  articles 
at  the  colony,  of  which  the  price  is  fixed, 
and  which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment  of 
the  expences  of  the  above  voyage. 

Such,  at  leaft,  was  the  cuftom  from  the 
firft  exiftence  of  the  colony  to  1 785,  when  I 
undertook  myfelf  to  trade  to  Galam.  Their 
price  and  currency  is  invariable ;  but  all  arti- 
cles, not  included  in  the  note  fubjoined,  may 
be  rejefted,  although  articles  of  trade.  The 
cuftom  at  Goree  is  totally  different:  there 
the  value  of  bars  is  fettled  in  money,  and  never 
in  goods. 

The  following  are  the  articles  which,  at 
Senegal,  have  alWays  the  fame  value,  and 
which  cannot  be  refufed  in  payment. 

Bars.  French  money, 
A  piece  of  guinea-blue  -  10  50  livres. 
An  Ordinary  mulket        -      6    30 

U  Two 
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Two  pounds  of  powder  - 
One  hundred  mulket-flints 

Bars. 
I 
I 

French  moncjr. 
5  livrcs. 

5 

One  hundred  muflcet-balls 

I 

5. 

Four  quires  of  paper 
Four  wedges  of  Swedifh 

I 

5 

iron>  two  inches  and  a 

haff  broad,  nine  inches 

long,  and  feven  or  eight 

lines    thick,    weighing 

together  141b.          -^      r        5   . 
N.  B.  French  Weight  and  meafure. 
A  handfome  mulket 

fometimes  accepted 

for         .         .         - 

10 

50 

I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  that  thefe  goods  arc 
of  the  value  I  rate  them  at  here  in  French 
money ;  but  only  that  they  pafs  for  that  va- 
lue at  the  colony  of  Senegal.  As  it  never 
varies,  no  difpute  arifes  from  tendering 
ihem. 

Fourteen  pounds  of  iron^  even  when  not 
cut  into  wedges,  are  not  refufed ;  but  it  is 
moft  advantageous  to  give  them  cut,  as  by 
that  method  a  pound  in  a  bar  is  faved,  whicby 
in  a  quantity,  produces  a  very  great  profit. 

the 
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The  bar  is  an  imaginary  money,  in  goods 
only,  and  not  in  cafli.  This  obfervation  fuf- 
fices  to  make  known  the  difference  between 
full  and  fmall  bars.  A  bar  counting  for  five 
livres,  the  inhabitant  has  a  greater  profit,  or 
rather  fuflfers  lefs  lofs  in  taking  a  piece  of 
guinea-blue  for  ten  bars,  than  one  hundred 
mulket-flints,  two  pounds  of  powder,  or  two 
pounds  of  tobacco  for  a  bar.  The  difference 
is  evident  enough. 

Four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous  make  a 
bar  at  Senegal.  At  Goree  the  bar  confifts  of 
four  pieces  of  twenty-four  fous,  and  one  of 
fix.  At  Senegal  the  dollar  paffes  only  for  a 
bar. 

At  Goree  fix  fous  are  added  to  the  dollar  to 
make  up  a  bar.  The  French  crown  there, 
as  well  as  at  Senegal,  is  worth  a  bar  and  a 
fifth ;  but  in  the  river  Salum  a  bar  is  only 
equal  to  a  dollar. 

Before  1  proceed  to  the  pay  and  expehces  of 
the  Galam  voyage,  I  think  it  fitting  to  give 
a  note  of  the  articles  current  in  the  flave- 
trade,  and  of  thofc  that  ferve  only  for  the 
confumption  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  co- 
lonies. 

U2  CHAP^ 
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CHAP.     L 


General Jiatement  offuch  merchandize  as  is  «tf- 
cejfary  to  carry  on  trade  in  the  rivir  ofSene^ 
gal^  GoreCy  &c. 

FIRST  Article.  Guinea-blues  of  India,  of 
a  fine  texture,  a  deep  blue,  approaching  to 
black.  This  article  is  moft  neceflary  at  Se- 
negal, either  for  the  gum  or  the  flave-trade, 
with  the  Moors.  The  fineft  fort  produce 
the  greateft  profit. 

Such  guinea-blues  as  are  manufaftured  at 
Rouen,  or  other  parts  of  France,  ihould  he 
rejefted,  for  the  Moors  will  not  buy  them. 

2,  and  3.  Single  and  double-barrelled 
rauflcqts,  four  feet  eight  and  nine  inches  in 
length,  large  bore,  bronzed  and  gilt,  light 
ftock  and  filver  plate.  Thefc  arms  are  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Moors,  as  alfo  in  the  Galam 
trade,  for  the  Saracolets  of  the  caravans. 
They  begin  to  be  in  requeft  among  the  Yolof 
negroes. 

4.  Am- 
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4.  •  Ammunition-mulkets,  called  trade- 
mulkets,  without  bayonets,  with  wooden 
ram-rods,  are  good  articles  of  trade  for  ne- 
groes  in   general;   mounted  with  iron   for 

^Senegal  and  up  the  river ;   but  with  copper 
for  Gorce  and  the  neighbouring  country. 

5.  Buccaneer  mulkets,  five  feet  four  inches 
high,  and  proof,  if  poflible.  This  article  is 
much  in  rcqueft  among  the  negroes.  It  has 
no  current  value  in  trade,  but  is  fold  for 
more  or  lefs  bars,  according  to  the  quality 
and  quantity  that  happens  to  be  in  the  co- 
lony. 

6.  Holder  piftols,  fingle  and  double-bar- 
relled ;  this  article  is  in  very  little  demand. 
The  brace  of  piftols  is  eftimated  as  a  muf- 
kct. 

7.  Cutlaffes,  with  red  fcabbards,  of  no  uic 
to  the  Moors,  but  in  much  demand  among 
the  negroes. 

8.  Flemifh  knives,  with  copper  chapes; 
ufelefs  at  Sengal,  but  faleable  at  Goree  ;  they 
are  ufed  as  poniards^ 

9.  and  10.  Muiket-balls.  An  article  in 
great  demand  among  the  Moors  and  negroes. 

II,  and  12.  Flints,  fine  and  coarfe  ;  fine 
for  the  Moors,   and  coarfe  for  the  negroes. 

U  3  13.  Englifli 
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13.  Englifli  clafp-knives  ;  the  beft  poflibfc  ; 
they  only  fell  in  proportion  to  their  quality. 
A  moft  ufeful  article  among  the  Moors; 
they  make  ufe  of  them  to  bleed  their  cattle. 

14.  Swedifh  iron-plates,  without  flaws, 
two  inches  four  lines  in  width,  feven  lines 
thick,  for  Senegal. 

15.  French-iron  plates,  one  inch  four 
lines  in  width,  three  or  four  lines  thick ;  a 
good  article  for  Goree.  Thefe  two  articles 
are  effentially  neceflary,  and  may  be  taken 
in  the  greatefl:  quantity  poffible ;  they  are 
fold  to  advantage  from  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary to  the  month  of  June  inclufively ;  but 
afterwards' are  almoft  ufelefs. 

•  16.  Dollars;  a  thing  of  the  firft  confe- 
quence  at  Goree,  and  without  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  trade;  at  Senegal^  however, 
they  can  be  difpenfed  with. 

1 7.  Coarfe  linens,  called  platelles. 

1 8.  Brittany  linens. 

19.  Common  printed  cottons, 

20.  Englifli  wool,  red,  yellow,  and  green, 
all  of  a  good  dye  ;  the  quality  fliould  be  ex- 
cellent ;  there  fliould  be  but  little  green  and 
yellow.     This  article  is  extremely  profitable, 

particularly 
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particularly  at  Senegal;  it  is  fold  all  the 
year  round,  but  the  brilkeft  time  of  fale  is  in 
January  and  Fpbruary,  at  the  return  from 
Galam  ;  and  June  and  July,  when  prepara-' 
tions  are  making  for  that  voyage. 

2 1 .  Red  and  yellow  ferges. 

22.  London  fcarlet  cloth;  it  is  adapted 
to  their  tafte,  and  is  always  neceffary  for  the 
trade. 

23.  Brandy,  for  Senegal,  Galam,  and  Go- 
ree ;  the  Moors  and  the  Poules  do  not  con- 
fume  any. 

24.  Stout  paper. 

25.  Virginia  tobacco. 

26.  Silver  bells,  proper  for  Galam. 

27.  Silver  tnortottes^  not  very  neceflary. 

28.  Silver  hand-bells,  unneceffary  at  Sene- 
gal, but  proper  for  Goree. 

29.  Copper  bafons,  for  Goree  and  the 
Poules. 

30.  Gloves. 

31.  Small  fciifars. 

32.  Small  padlocks. 

33.  Steels  to  ftrike  light, 

34.  Combs,  of  wood  or  box. 

0^^.  Tin  tobacco-boxes,  painted. 

U  4  36.  SnufF- 
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36,  Snuff^xes,  lined  with  lead, 

^y.   Small  looking- glaffes* 

All  thefe  are  current  article?  of  trade,  as 
well  as  the  glafs  and  bead  branch,  which 
varies  according  to  the  time  of  the  year,  and 
the  quantity  at  market. 


CHAP.     11. 

Articles  of  glafs  and  beads  ^  which  are  always  itf 
demand. 

FIRST  Article.  Amber,  No.  2,  3,  and  4, 
proper  in  the  Galam  voyage  for  the  purchafc 
of  gold. 

2.  Fine  coral,  from  eight  to  nine  lines  in 
length,  three  lines  in  diameter,  and  very 
clear.  At  Galam  this  article  goes  for  its 
weight  in  gold.  Coral  of  a  fmaller  fize  may 
meet  with  a  market,  but  the  wtry  fmall  fort 
will  fcarcely  find  a  purchafer. 

3.  Round  cornelians,  cut,  and  very  tran- 
fparent ;  an  article  of  no  value  at  Senegal, 
but  of  the  firft  neceffity  at  Goree, 

4.Black 
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■*  4*  Black  point ;  an  article  quite  ufclefs 
at  Senegal.  There  are  upwards  of  twenty  dif- 
ferent kinds,  which  are  all  in  demand  at  Go- 
ree,  &c. 

5.  Tobacco  pipes,  an  inch  long.  This 
ware  is  fold  to  advantage  only  among  the 
Poulcs.  Deputies  from  Doumons  requeftcd 
me  not  to  have  them  cut  fo  ihort,  as  in  that 
cafe  they  were  no  better  than  pebbles  ;  for 
this  reafon  it  is  that  I  prefcribe  their  length. 

6.  Drinking-glafles,  yellow,  green,  black, 
and  white.  The  two  forts  moft  in  requeft 
are  the  black  and  white.  This  glafs-warc 
fells  extremely  well  at  Senegal,  and  in  the 
following  proportions  ;  one  half  in  white,  a 
quarter  black,  one  eighth  green,  and  the  fame 
proportion  of  yellow. 

7.  Affortments  of  mock  cryftal.  Small 
ones  do  not  fell.  They  muft  be  of  a  middle 
fize,  white,  or  rather  of  a  glafs  colour.  Azure 
coloured  cryftal  is  alfo  much  in  requeft.  This 
kind  of  glafs- ware  ferves  the  negroes  for  the 
purchafe  of  millet,  poultry,  game,  fifh,  &c. 
There  is  a  great  confumption  of  it,  and  if 
care  be  taken  to  chufe  the  larger  fort,  too 
much  cannot  be  had.     This  article  produces 

always 
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always  an  immenfe  profit,  even  in  times  Icaft' 
advantageous. 

8.  Pigeons  eggs  of  the  fort  called  fourne^ 
cu/sj  while  and  blue. 

9*  Pebbles,  white,  black,  and  red.  This 
is  the  moft  current  kind  of  glafs-ware.  It  is 
iifeful  among  the  Yolof  nation  to  purchafc 
millet,  fait,  &c.  The  Moors  and  the  negro 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
hold  that  commodity  in  high  eftimation. 

10.  Snow-wliite,  round  and  cut  out  in  the 
form  of  barley-corns  is  preferred  at  Senegal.. 
This  article  is  more  bcneficisil  than  even 
amber  or  coral ;  but  too  great  a  flock  ihould 
not  be  laid  in ;  for  in  fuch  cafes,  it  lowers  the 
market,  as  it  is  not  a  commodity  of  the  firfl 
neceflity.  ^' 

11.  White  agate ;  it  is  fufficient  to  provide 
a  fmall  quantity  only  of  this  article,  as  it  is 
not  produdbive.  It  is  even  fold  at  a  lofs,  but 
i$  neceffary  to  complete  theafTortmentof  glafs 
wares. 

12.  Mock  coral ;  an  article  in  great  requefl 
at  Goree,  but  not  faleable  at  Senegal. 

13.  Mock  garnets,  for  the  trade  of  Goree 
jind  the  neighbouring  country  only* 
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"  14.  Mock  coral  beads.  This  fpecics  of 
gkfs-warc,  though  very  beautiful,  does  not 
Ijowever  pafs  in  the  Have  trade ;  it  lelk  only 
ampng  the  inhabitants  of  Senegal  and  Goree, 
and  is  one  of  the  njioft  effential  articles  of' 
Goration  in  the  drefs  of  their  young  wo- 
men« 

The  fourteen  articles  above-mentioned  form 
forty-four  different  kinds  of  glafs-ware,  which 
have  all  a  currency  in  either  colony ;  but  the 
ailbrtments  muf):  be  made  up  according  to 
the  greater  or  lefs  demand  for  them;  for- 
fome  of  them  may  be  difpenfed  with,  while 
others  are  abfolutely  neceffary. 

The  above-ffientioned  articles  of  glafs- 
ware,  which  of  themfelves  are  nothing,  fincc 
their  value  is  only  ideal  and  momentary,  are 
iieverthelefs  indifpenfibly  neceffary  in  order 
to  trade  to  advantage.  One  may  trade  indeed 
without  them,  but  then  one  lofes  the  benefit 
of  the  fmall  bars  in  the  river  expeditions  :  for 
example,  a  bundle  offnow-white  makes  four 
bars  at  the  colony,  and  eight  at  Galam.  In  1 785, 
the  bundle  coft  me  in  France  ^^  fous,  being 
compofed  of  forty  ftrings.  At  Senegal  the 
bundle  is  only  of  ten  ftrings ;  in  the  river  and  at 

Galam, 
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Galam,  it  is  only  between  three  and  five,  ac- 
cording to  the  fcarcity  or  abundance  of  glafs- 
ware ;  for  this  reafon  it  is  that  one  ihould 
have  good  aflbrtments  without  having  too 
much  of  any  one  article,  for  the  defire  of 
gain  is  but  too  apt  to  make  us  take  a  greater 
quantity  than  we  can  fell.  By  following 
this  mode,  a  perfon  will  always  derive  a  very 
confiderable  benefit  from  his  capital,  and  after 
a  (hort  refidence  at  Senegal,  he  will  always  be 
able  to  get  the  money  neceflary  to  carry  on 
as  extenfive  a  traffic  as  he  may  wifh. 


CHAP.    IIL 

Articles  of  confumption  and  of  advantageous 
f ale  for  the  inhabitants  ofGoree  and  Senegal j 
but  which  are  not  marketable  in  tbejhut 
trade. 

1 .  Bordeaux  wines. 

2.  Anifeed  water. 

3.  Flour  in  barrels. 

4.  Dried  fruits. 

5.  Sugar  plumbs  and  confervcs. 

6.  Negroes  hats. 

7.  Red 
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7.  Red  flippers,   with  a  few   green  and 
yellow. 

8.  Sailors  linen  trowfers. 

9.  Sailors  blue  fliirts. 

10.  Large  knives. 

1 1 .  Large  fciflars. 

12.  Anaflbrtment  of  files. 

.  13.  An  aflbrtment  of  hammers* 

14.  Watches,  fteel  fprings. 

15.  Silks  of  good  quality,   and  of  divers 
forts. 

16.  Axes  of  the  firft  quality.     They  are 
neceflary  in  every  houfehold, 

1 7.  Adzes,  and  carpenters  tools. 

1 8.  Planes,  and  joiners  tools. 

19.  Pens  and  ink. 

20.  Poft-paper 

21.  Sealing  wax. 

22.  Common  linens. 

23.  Common  printed  cottons    go  in  ex- 
change for  flaves  at  Goree. 

24.  Mafulipatan  handkerchiefs. 

25.  Blue  and  fcarlet  cloth. 

26.  Light  fluffs  for  waiftcoats. 

27.  Englifli  needles. 

28.  Silver  buckles. 

29.  Pots 
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29.  Pots  of  pomatum. 
yy.  Rolls  of  pomatum. 

31.  Various  perfumes. 

32.  Drinking  glafles,  flat  bottomed* 
^^.  Lanterns. 

34.  Small  fliot.    It  is  current  in  the  flave 

trade. 
2S*  Black  pepper  and  fpices. 

36.  Funnels^  coffee-pots,  and  meafures.- 

37.  Weights,  fcales,  drachms,  grains,  &c* 
*    38.  Plate  copper,  for  the  Moors. 

.  .All  the  foregoing  articles  are  to  be  advan- 
tageoufly  difpofed  of  on  the  return  from  Ga- 
lam.  The  inhabitant  then  denies  himfelf 
nothing ;  but  .at  the  beginning  of  the  voyage 
thefe  articles  are  ufelcfs. . .  They  fhould  there- 
fore be  only  confidered  as  neceflary,  and  pro- 
vided in  fmall  quantities.  A  perfon  would, 
be  very  much  difappointed  (hould  he  reft  the 
benefit  of  his  voyage  on  thofe  articles  which 
are  not  vendible  but  on  the  return  from  Ga- 
km.  On  the  contrary,  when  a  veffel  fails 
from  France  with  a  view  of  arriving  at  the 
colony  by  the  end  of  May,  it  is  then  proper 
to  bring  the  neceifary  articles  of  traffic,  and 
not  the  ftaple  articles  of,  the  flaye  trade. . 

x.Deal 
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1.  Deal  boards,  ten  feet  long,  from  nine  to 
.    .     ten  inches  wide,  and  an  inch  thick. 

2.  Oak  planks  for  Ihipping. 

3.  Nails. 

4.  Pitch  and  tar. 

5.  White  lead  and  verdegreafc. 

6.  Canvas. 

7.  Oars. 

8.  Old  ropes  and  oakum. 

9.  Grappling  irons  and  anchors. 

10.  All  the  articles  neceflary  to  facilitate 
the  means  of  performing  the  voyage  to  Galam, 
which  is,  as  it  were,  the  harveft  of  all  thefc 
countries.  Then  the  negro  proprietors  can- 
not indulge  themfelves  in  fanciful  purchafes. 
Whereas  on  the  return  from  thence,  the 
hopes  of  being  employed  by  the  Europeans, 
either  in  the  river  trade  or  at  the  colony ;  the 
diftance  of  the  next  voyage  to  Galam ;  the 
want  and  toils  they  have  undergone  in  that 
they  have  juft  performed  ;  the  money  or  the 
goods  they  have  received  in  payment,  all 
concur  in  tempting  them  to  procure  what- 
ever would  gratify  their  defires.  They  bar- 
gain little,  and  readily  pay  as  long  as  their 
money  lafts.     If  credit  be  given  them,  it  is 

difficult 
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difficult  to  obtain  payment.  Recourfe  mufl 
in  fuch  cafe  be  had  to  the  law,  and  a  man  is 
then  confidered  as  the  enemy  of  the  whole 
colony. 


CHAP.     IV. 

Falue  of  articles  for  thejlave  trade  at  Senegal^ 
and  their  value  on  the  river  and  at  Galasjif 
beyond  Podor. 

At  Senega).    Oa  the  river, 
bars,    livrcs.      bars.  Ihres. 

A  piece  of  guinea-blue       lo     50         8     40 

A  double  barrelled  muikct  20  100       16     80 

A  fingle  barrelled  mufket, 

beft  quality     10     50         8     40 

A  common  muflcet         -     6     30         8     40 

A  buccaneer  mulket  10     50       10     50 

A  brace  of  holfterpiftols, 

fingle  barrelled     -'  6     30         S     40 

A   brace  of  double  bar- 
relled ditto  — 

A  common  cutlafs 

Two  pound  of  gunpowder 

A  hundred  mulket  balls 

A  piece  of  coarfe  linen     - 

A  piece 


i6 

80 

16 

So 

•  r 

5 

2 

10 

I 

5 

4 

20 

I 

5 

2 

Id 

2 

iO 

4 

20 
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i 

itSenenl. 

On  the 

• 

nvcT. 

bars. 

Jivres. 

bars.  livm. 

A  piece  of  Brittany,  linen 

3 

15 

4 

%9 

Four  quire  of  paper 

I 

I 

5 

Two  pound  of  Virginia 

/ 

tobacco        — 

3 

'5 

Ten  finall  looking- glafles 

10 

50 

Ten  fnufF-boxes         ■■■     ■ 

10 

50 

Ten  fteels  for  ftriking  fire 

5 

25 

Ten  fmall  knives         — 

5 

25 

Ten  box  combs        — 

5 

as 

Four  Englifli  clafp  knives 

\*^ 

4 

20 

An  eighth  of  fcarlet  cloth 

2 

10 

Four  ounces  of  wool 

4 

20 

Four  quarts  of  brandy 

4 

20 

The  produce  of  the  glafs-ware  belides  muft 
be  eftimated,  which  in  the  river  trade,  is  four 
times  the  value  of  its  currency  at  Senegal. 
Another  great  advantage  arifes  from  the  arti« 
cles  of  glafs-ware  and  fuch  trifles  «s  looking^ 
glafFes,  &c.  being  what  are  called  low  bars, 
nor  is  it  aftoniihing  that  the  inhabitants  whea 
going  to  Galam  will  not  receive  them  as  full 
bars,  unlcfs  they  be  furnifhed  at  the  colony 
pricCy  and  even  when  they  afibrd  a  very  con- 
fiderable  profit. 

X    •  CHAP* 
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C  H  A  P     V. 

Dir^^lions  for  a  vejfel  bound  to  Galam^  with  ^ 
view  of  purcbafing  an  hundred Jlaves  at  lea^ 
Precautions  neceffary  as  to  the  vejfel ;  amount 
of  duties  previous  to  trading ;  exfiences  of 
the  crew  and  negroes  on  the  return  fro^^ 
thence. 

IN  the  iirfl:  place,  as  to  the  veffel,  ihe 
muft  be  well  barricaded,  three  feet  above  the 
deck ^  with  ftout  planks  muflcet  proof;  all 
communication  between  the  hold  and  cabift 
muft  be  cut  off;  there  muft  be  two  good 
boats  to  lighten  and  tow  the  (hip,  acconiing 
as  occalion  may  require,  in  thedifiereat  parts 
of  the  river.  She  fhould  be  well  armed  to 
be  able  to  rcfift  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  Ever^ 
man  of  the  crew  fliould  have  a  muiket,  and 
cutlafs.  Fifty  pair  of  fetters  arefufficient  for  ' 
the  (laves,  being  almofl.  all  Banbaras,  from. 
whom  no  revolt  is  to  be  apprehended,  and 
who  are  feldom  put  in  irons  ;  they  are  necef- 
fary however,  for  the  criminals,  whom  the 
Saracolet  nation,  iuftead  of  putting  to  death, 

^€11 
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fell  to  the  European  ft.  .  Thefe  lattqf  cannot 
be. too  much  guarded  againft  :  it  would  even 
be  advifeable,  if  pofCble,  to  feparate  them 
0ocn  the  Banbaras,  a  milJ  nation,  but  capa-. 
ble  of  rocurringto  the  moft  dreadful  extrc* 
mides,  vi^heB  heated  by  paifion. 

Acaptetn^hould  be  had  perfe&ly  acquainted 
^th  the  working  of  the  (hip,  the  river,  and 
die.lauguage  of  the  nations  amoQg  which  it 
is  intended  to  trade. 

The  mate  ought,  if  poffible,  to  have  the 
qualiiicstions  cf  the  captain,  one  being  em* 
ployed  in  trading  oa  fliorc,  while  the  other 
remaining  on  board,  fhould  be  able  to  trade 
there,  work  the  Ihip,  direct  the  courfe,  take 
care  of  the  flaves^  and  keep,  up  good  order 
among  the  crew. . 

There  muft  alfo  be  five  gourmets,  namely, 
two  to  aG  as  fteerfmen,  one  as  carpenter, 
one  as  failmaker,  and  one  as  boatfwain :  the 
laft  is  called  linguift.  They  all  pafs  for  gour- 
mets, that  is  negro  officers,  live  together, 
and  receive  the  fame  pay. 

Twenty  four  laptots,  or  negro  failors. 

Four  pileufes  to  pound  the  millet,  and 
drefs  the  victuals,  and  as  many  rapafles  as 

Xa  ofifer 
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offer  thek  fervices,  no  matter  what  be  their 
age.  Theie  rapofles  are  negro  children,  who 
undertake  the  voyage  gratis,  with  a  view  of 
making  themfelves  acquainted  with  the  rhner^ 
f»d  the  languages  of  the  nations  on  ka  banks* 
They  are  of  great  ufe  on  all  occafions^  nd 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  rafofed,  d^Mcialiy 
as  their  food  being  taken  from  die  general 
allowance,  they  coft  the  owner  nothing,  and 
are  of  the  greateft  utility  to  hi*  enterpnia 

Expences  tf  a  'oejfel  tr€uiing  to  Gaiam  for  a 
hundred  Jlaves.  ^[%e  duties  as  pmd  in  1785* 
The  voyage  ^  five  entire  months. 

^  Bats.     Livrci^ 

The  captain,  his  pay  is  fixtcen 
bars  per  month.  He  is  allowed 
bcfidcs  a  bottle  of  wine  a  day, 
which  amounts  to  four  bars  per 
month.     Five  months  make  100     500^ 

The  mate  at  eight  bars  per 
month,  a  bottle  of  wine  or  brandy 
per  week,  an  expence  equal  to  one 
bar  per  mouthy  and  making  in  all 
nine  bars  per  moiith  Five  months      45     a  25 


Carried  over  145     725 
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3P9 

• 

Bh*. 

lines. 

Brought  over 

145 

7«5 

*  Titt  boatiWdn,   five  bar»  p^er 

nonth,  and  one  for  wine,  ttokt 

for  five  months    .     -     "    - 

30 

»5^ 

The  two  fteerfmen,  the  carpen> 

ter,  and  the  iail'inaker,  the  fame 

jpscy  as  the  boatfwain 

120 

606 

'Twenty  four  laptots  at  three 

^ 

bars  per  month,  for  five  montiis 

# 

make        -            - 

360 

1800 

The  allowance  of  fait,  which 

an  1785  coft  a  bar  per  barrel  at 

the  colony,  muft  alfo  be  reckoned 

the  whole  free  of  freight  up  the 

river 

< 

The  captain  four  barrels 

4 

20 

The  mate  two  barrels 

a 

.    10 

The  boatfwain  two  barrels 

2 

10 

The  four  gourmets  one  ami  half 

- 

barrel  each 

.6 

30 

Twenty-four  laptots  a    barrel 

each 

^4 

X20 

Four  pileufes  half  a  barrel  each 

2 

10 

Total  expence  (^  the  crew         755  3775 
X3  It 
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It  muft  be  obfcrved  that  the  barrel  of  fidt 
is  the  barrel  of  Bordeaux,  and  fait  is  an  eflen« 
tial  article  for  the  negroes  who  go  up  to 
Galam.  It  muft  be  carried  for  them  free  of 
freight,  as  well  as  the  articles  they  procure 
in  return.  They  would  not  undertake  the 
voyage  without  conditions,  for  fait  ferves 
them  to  buy  pagns,  wooden  mortars  to 
pound  their  millet,  tobacco,  dry  kidney 
beans,  and  a  thoufand  other  articles,  which 
are  of  indifpenfable  neceflity  to  them,  and 
highly  ufeful  in  their  houfe-keeping.  Thofc 
who  do  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  articles, 
fell  their  fait  for  gold,  at  a  dearer  or  cheaper 
rate,  according  to  the  wants  of  the  Saraco- 
lets,  fix,  feven,  and  even  eight  drachms  par 
barrel.  The  gold  fells  at  Senegal  for  two 
bars  a  drachm,  that  is  tenlivres  ;  the  barrel  of 
fait  is  confequently  worth  to  the  laptots  60, 
70,  or  80  livres,  according  to  the  variation 
of  circumftances.  It  even  produces  them 
more,  when  they  difpofe  of  it  to  procure 
the  above-mentioned  articles.  It  is  not  then 
to  be  wondered  at  if  all  the  negroes  iet  fo 
high  a  value  on  this  commodity. 

CHAP. 
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Expences  for  the  provtfions  of  a  crew  as  above. 

A  mcafure  of  meal  is  neceflary  for  each 
perfoQ  of  the  crew  every  day,  making  ^^ 
oieafures,  which,  multiplied  by  ^^^  for  each 
month,  of  a  voyage  of  five,  amount  to  5,250 
meafures  of  millet. 

Half  a  pound  of  meat  for  each  laptot,  and 
pileufe,  a  pound  each  for  the  gourmets ;  a 
pound  and  a  half  each  for  the  captain  and 
mate,  make  22  pounds  of  meat  per  day,  which 
multiplied  by  30  for  each  month  of  a  voyage 
of  five,   amount  to  3300  pounds  of  meat. 

Millet  is  bought  by  the  matar.  The  matar 
contains  40  meafures  ;  then  15*250  meafures 
make  131  }  matars^ 

The  matar  cofts  in  the  river 
four  cubits  of  guinea-blues:  in 
a  piece  of  13^  ells  three  are  about 
29  or  30  cubits  ;  a  piece  then  will 
purchafe  only  eight  matars  and 
a  half;  coniequently  13 1|  matars 
require  15!  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
at  ten    bars  a  piece      —  — ^  i^^     77^ 

X  4  Meat 
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Ban.  lirres. 

Brought  over   155     775 

Meat  is  bought  as  follows :  an 
0X9  for  a  muiket  of  the  better 
kind  among  the  Moors,  for  an 
ordinary  one  among  the  negroes. 
A  piece  of  guinea  blues  will  pur-  . 
chafe  a  dozen  of  the  heavieft 
Iheep  or  goats,  and  fourteen  wbcH 
fmall. 

^The  oxen  above  Podor  produce 
from  100  to  140  pounds  of  meat; 
taking  the  mean  term  for  the 
whole  river,  each  ox  will  furnifh 
I2Q  pounds.  3,300  divided  by 
120  pounds  give  27  i  oxen.     Let  .    .- 

us  fuppofe  1 8,  equal  in  value  to 
28  mu(kets  of  the  better  kind, 
which  eftimated  at  Senegal  at  10 
bars  each,  make         -  -  280  1400 

The  expence  of  feeding  the  ne* 
gro  flaves  muft  alfo  be  taken  into 
account ;  but  the  calculation  can-? 
not  be  cxaA;  it  is  fometimes 
nore,  fometimes  lefs,  according 
to  the  number  brought  on  board 
9t  the  different  periods  of  the  cx»  ■.^     ■  .. 

Carried  over    435  ^175 
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Brought  over  435  2175 
pcditioD.  It  cannot  however  be 
eilimated  at  lefs  than  two  months 
provifions  for  each  flave.  A  hun- 
red  will  confume  one  with  an- 
other at  leaft  80  meafures  of  meal 
per  day,  that  is  two  matars :  for 
two  months  120  matars,  which 
cannot  be  procured  for  lefs  thao 
14  pieces  of  guinea  blues  240    700 

It  is  the  cuftom  to  give  them 
meat,  to  add  fome  relifli  to  their 
forry  fare :  lefs  than  four  ounces 
a  head  cannot  be  put  into  the 
copper;  this  according  to  the 
above  calculation  makes  25  pounds 
per  day :  multiplying  them  by  60 
days,  the  whole  quantity  will  be 
1 500  pounds  of  meat,  which  di« 
vidcd  by  120  give  a  further  want 
of  1 2  i  oxen  :  let  us  fuppofe  1 2  to 
compenfate  the  excefs  on  the  other 
fide,  at  a  muiket  per  ox,  the 
mulket  equal  to  iQ.  bars  S20     609 


-Total  expence  of  proviiions    695  3475 

CHAP. 
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:  CHAP.     VII. 

Amount  of  the  cujioms  paidj  as  welljvr  tit 
liberty  of  trading  in   the  river ^  o^for  the 
perquijites  of  the  captain  and  of  the  king  of 
Galam^  the  negro  prince  of  the  greatejl  con^ 
fequence  in  thejlanje  trade. 

BESIDES  the  above  al- 
lowance to  the  captain,  he 
ha«  a  right  to  two  bars  on 
each  flave.  If  the  expedition 
turn  out  welly  and  a  hun- 
dred be  purchafed,  as  was 
purpofed  I  the  captain's  dues  Ban.  Livm.  Som^ 
amount  to        — ^  —    200    1000 

The  Baquelet  of  Galam 
for  forwarding  the  trade 
up  the  country,  for  dif- 
patching  people  to  the  cara- 
vans, and  for  the  care  he 
takes  of  them,  requires  alfo 
two  bars  per  flave.  Sup- 
pofing  that  one  half  be 
bought  above  Tamboucanee 
and  the  other  places  of  his 
jurifdiition, 
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Bars.     Livres.    Sook^ 

Brought  over  too     1000 
jurifdifiion,   the    duties    to  ^ 

him  will  be        —  106       500 

The  general  duties  paid 

at  Saldee  fhould  amount  to  625 J  3128     15 

■  ■■  — — ^iwfci^— ^i 

925I  4628     15 

The  reft  of  the  cuftoms 
including  thofe  paid  by  the 
king  of  Galam,  ought  not 
to  exceed        —  120       600 


1045*  5228     15 


General  recapitulation  ofexpences. 

Wages  of  the  crew  a- 
mounting  to  755     37JS 

Expencc  of  provifions  695     3475 

Amount  of  cuftoms  and 
relative  expenccs  1045!  5228  15 


Total  cxpence  of  voyage 
to  Galam        »  2495*   "47^  '5 

ft 
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*  It  Ibllows  from  this  calculation^  that  the 
fxpences  of  an  European  ^^eflel,  fitted  out 
with  the  intention  of  purchafing  a  hundred 
Haves  at  Gaiam,  amount  in  all^  including 
the  cuftoms,  to  2495I  bars,  which,  ef- 
timated  according  to  their  value  at  the  colony, 
and  not  according  to  their  river  currency, 
make  the  fum  of  12,478  livres  15  (bus.  The 
value  of  the  bars  given  in  the  purchafe  of 
(laves  is  much  fmaller  than  thofe  paid  for  the 
duties,  provifions,  and  for  the  pay  of  the 
crew,  which  are  full  bars.  Hence  it  is  that 
I  have  calculated  them  according  to  their  va* 
lue  afc  the  colony,  and  not  at  that  they  bear 
TO  tne  nver* 

It  has  been  feen  above  that  the  provifions 
and  the  pay  of  the  crew  are  all  in  full  bars. 
Thofe  for  the  cuftoms  are  eqtialiy  fo^;'  f«r^  in 
1785,  I  gave,  as  well  as  all  the  other  Euro* 
pean  veflels,  for  the  liberty  of  trading  among 
the  Poules,  namely,  for  the  general  duties. 

Bari.    Lhrrei  Soii% 

Ten  pieces  of  guinea-blues  i  oo  5Q0  -  > 

Four  double  barrelled  guns  86  406  -^  - 

Four  mulkets  of  the  better  ;  ; 

kind  -  -  40'  loo- 


Carried  over  320  HOC 
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3»J[ 

V 

Ban, 

livnt.  Soiu. 

Brought  oyer  t 

120 

ILOa 

Four  cutlafles 

.   % 

40 

Ten  ordinary  muikets    «• 

60 

300 

Ten  pieces  of  coarie  linen. 

called  platilUsf 

40 

2QO 

Ten  pieces  c£  white  Bri- 

taany  Unen 

0 

0 

Ten  barrels  of  gunpowder. 

of  two  pounds  each 

20 

100 

One  thoufand  mufket-balls. 

10 

50 

One  thou&nd  mui^et-flints. 

10 

50 

Ten  bars  of  fcarlet  cloth    • 

10 

50 

Ten  looking-glafles 

% 

lO 

Ten  fnuff-boxes 

2 

10 

Ten  quires  of  paper 

H 

21       10 

Ten  bundles  of  pebUes 

10 

50 

Ten  bundles  of  fnow-wliite 

10 

50 

Forty  filver  bells 

^^ 

66      5 

10 

50 

Ten  ilitto  amber  ditto»  No.  a 

'   5 

H 

They  required  befides,  ten 

coffee-pots,  ten  copper  ba- 

fo9s,  ten  hats,  ten  bammers. 

ten  hatchets,  ten  adzes,  and^,, 

geoeially  fpeaking,    ten   of 

■' 

fltbor  articles  which  it  is  not  • 
C^ried  over    4 

^zji  : 

iiyz    1$ 
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Bars.  livres^  Spu%^ 
Brought  over  432 J  21 72  15 
cnftomary  to  take  in  a  trading 
voyage  to  that  part  of  the 
river,  and  of  whichthe  whole^ 
including  the  ten  pieces  of 
Britanny  linen  above-men- 
tioned, were  difcharged  by 
four  pieces  of  guinea-blues      *  40    .  200 

This  conccflion  of  fo  many   ' 
articled- for  four  pieces  of  gui-  - 
nea-blues,   proves  the   high 
value  fet  upon -linen  of  that 
kind,  by  the  natives,   ITnce      •  '            ''' 
the  ten  pieces  of  Britanny-li-    :  '    -  • 
nen  albne  would  "have  coft    • 
more  than  the  four  pieces  ,of  .'       •* 
guinea^blues. -Hence  We  tnay-- 
alfo  perceive  the  Irttle  v&lud*  >  -' 
they  fet  upon  the  other  arti-   • 
cles  they  wanted  as^part'  of  the  '•• '   ; . 
cuftoms,  and  with  the  hames    . 
of  which  they  are  only  aC-     •  '    *         - 
quainted  by  mean^  of  their     -            »    _  . 
cmiffaries,  whom  the  gover-                         - 
nOrsfufFer  ta  ftay  at  Senegal*  

The  general  cuilomfe  a- ' ^— » 
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As  to  the  particular  prefent  made  to  the  Al- 
mamy,  he  did  not  require. any  ix),u%ets»  ,bvt 


Bus.    ZivrcKv 


Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 

100 

Two  pieces  oi  platiUes 

^ 

30 

Twol>ars  of  fcarlet  cloth 

.  2 

JO 

Two  barrfels  of  guhj)owder,  of  two 

pounds  each            - 

4 

20 

Six  firings  of  amber  beads,  No.  2 

3 

»J 

Two  ditto  of  coral 

2 

10 

Six  filver  bells 

z 

10 

Two  bundles  of  Ihow- white 

2 

10 

Four  quires  of  paper      - 

I 

5 

Total  of  the  Almamy*s  prefent      42  210 


The  pf efenl  of  Siry  d'Ara,  his  minifter. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
One  double-barrelled  gun 
Ooe  muiket  of  the  better  kind 
Two  barrels  of  powder  of  two 

pounds  each 
One  hundred  muiket  balls 
One  hundred  flints 
Four  quires  of  paper  - 

Three  filver  bells 

Carried  over    58  290 


20 

100 

20 

100 

ID 

50 

4. 

20 

I 

5 

I 

5 

I 

5 

I 

5 
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Bifw.  LiVr9. 

Brought  over    58  x^ 
Two  fifings  of  coral  -  z    xo 

Two  £tto  of  amber        •        -         '  .    5 

Total  of  the  Mimfter's  prefent  61  305 

For  the  preient  of  the  Tampiir^commiffion- 
cd  to  receive  the  cuftoihs. 

Two  pieces  of  guinea*blues  20  100 

One  muiket  of  the  better  kind  10     50 

Two  pieces  of  guinea- blues     -        ao  100 

Total  of  the  Tampfir's  prefent  50  250 

-  N.  B.  Thefe  two  laft  pieces  of  guinea-blues 
acquitted  the  article  brought  to  account  inr 
the  general  cuftoms  for  his  right  of  prefence* 
He  was  better  pleafed  to  have  the  two  pieces 
of  ftufF,  and  we  to  give  thena^ 

RecapitulattM  of  the  cufioms  paid^  aniptefmts 

modi  at  Saldic^  for  liberty  to  trade  m  the 

river. 

Bars.    Livip.    Sous. 

The  general  cuftoms  472.!  Z363  15 

The  Almamy*s  prefent  4a     21a 

The  Minifter's  prefent  -       61     305 

The  Tampfir's  prefent  -       50     250 

Total,  625!  3128  15 
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Thefe  cuftoms  are  the  more  confiderable, 
as  the  goods  bear,  a  higher  valu«  in  the  river. 
The  barrel  of  gunpowder,  for  inftance,  paffes 
there  for  eight  bars  ;  the  hundred  of  mulket- 
flints  for  two,  &c.  The  calculation  in  river 
bars  made  them  amount  to  no  lefs  than  839, 
Reckoning  the  flaves  at  feventy  bars,  as  they 
were  in  1785,  the  value  of  twelve  flaves,  and 
even  more,  was  given  for  the  duties.  I  paid 
the  flave,  at  Galam,  feventy  bars,  namely,  four 
pieces  of  guinea-blues,  which,  in  the  river 
pafs  for 


Oi»ly  eight  bars. each         -  •* 

A  mulket  of  the  better  kind  pafling  for 
^  no  more  than 

An  ordinary  mufket  *  - 

A  barrel  of  fait 
A  bottle  of  gunpowder 
The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth 
Fifty  muflcet-flints  .  - 

Fifty  mulket-balls 
Four  quires  of  paper 
A  fnuff-box  •  • 

A  looking-glafs  - 

Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco 


Bars. 

8 
8 
6 
4 


fC^ 


Carried  over  6$ 
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Bars. 

Brought  over  65 

Three  ftrings  of  fnow  white  i 

Two  ounces  of  red  wool         -         -  z 

Twelve  ftrings  of  white  pebbles       -  i 

Three  (ilver  bells               -             -  1 

Total  river  value         -  »-  70 

This  price  was  agreed  upon  by  the  Mara- 
bous of  the  country.  Slaves  were  dear  in 
1785,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter  by  the  balance 
of  the  preceding  years. 

The  flave  valued  at  Galara  at  feventy  bars, 
was  only  worth  fixty-two  three  quarters,  Se- 
negal curjency ;   for 
Four  pieces  of  guinea-blues         -  40 

A  mulket  of  the  better  Jkind  -         10 

An  ordinary  mufket  -  6 

A  barrel  of  fait  -      .       -  r 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder         -         -  of 

A  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarkt  cloth        of 
Fifty  muiket-jBinta  -         -  of 

Fifty  ditto  balls  -  -  of 

Four  quires  of  paper         *  *  i 

A  fnufF-box  -  •  o| 

A  looking- glafs  *  -  of 

.  Twelve  ftrings  of  white  pebbles         -      oi 

Carried  over     6t 
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Ban. 

Brought  ov^r   61 
*niree  firings  of  fnow  white         -  oj 

Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco         ^       oj 
Two  ounces  of  wool  *         -  oi . 

Three  iilver  bells  -  -  o| 

Total  of  the  value  of  a  Galam  flave^ 
according  to  the  current  rate  of  mer- 
chandize at  the  colony,  the  negro  va-  — -•*- 
lued  and  agreed  for  at  feventy  bars  62J 


The  flave,  at  feventy  bars  at  Galam,  equal 
to  fixty-two  bars  three  quarters,  colony  cur- 
rency,  was  worth,  in  French  money,  only, 

Livres.  Sous. 

Four  pieces  of  guinea-blues,  at 

40  livres  -         ,        -  160 

A  jBulket  of  the  better  kind  15 

An  ordinary  mufket  •      -  7  lO 

A  barrel  of  fait  *  -  3    . 

A  bottle  of  gunpowder  -  14 

The  fixteenth  of  an  ell  of  fcarlet  cloth  016 
Fifty  muflcet-flints,  at  4lb.per  thoufando     4 
Fifty  ditto  ballS)  at  ei^ht  foud  per  lb.  i 
Four  quires  of  paper,  at  ftvea  fbus  -18 
A  fnufF-box  -  ^  o  iz 

A  looking-glafs  -  -03 

Carried  over  190  17 
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Bars.  Livres. 

Brought  over     190  17 
Three  ftrings  of  fnow  white  o  '  6 

Twelve  ftrings  of  white  pebbles,  at 

16  fous  per  lb.  -  -     o  10 

Two  heads  of  Virginia  tobacco,  at  35 

livres  per  cwt.  -  -  06 

Two  ounces   red   wool,  at   10  livres 

per  lb.  -  -  I 
Three  filver  bells,  at  a  livre  a-piece  3 
Total  value  of  the  fla ve  in  French     

money  -  -  ^95  ^9 


The  flave  coft  me  then  no  more  than  195 
livres  19  fous,  valuing  the  goods  at  the  high- 
eft  rate.  In  1782  and  1783,  the  flave  coft 
fixty  bars,  among  which  five  pieces  of  guinea- 
blues  and  a  mulket  were  given,  the  reft  ia 
fmall  bars.  In  1784  the  flave  coft  likewife  no 
more  than -fixty  bars  ;    but  only  three  pieces 

•  of  guinea  blues,  and  a  muiket  of. the  better 
kind  were  given,  the  reft  was  alfo  in  low  bars. 
In  f  785  the  captive  coft  feventy  bars,  among 
Which  were  four  pieces  of  guinea-blues. 

From  thefe.  feveral  years  a  tolerable  juft  cal- 
culation may  be  made  of  a  commercial  ope- 

'rati&n,  whether  more  or  lefs  guinea-blues  be 
given..  They  are  what  fix  the  price  of  the 
ftavej   the  other  articles  are  confidcred  as  a 

aprefcnt. 
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a  prcfent,  the  value  of  thefe  unfortunate 
wretches  only  confifting  in  the  greater  or 
fmaller  quantity  of  guinea-blues. 

Livres.  Sous. 

The  flave,  worth  at  Galam  fcventy 
bars,  at  five  livres,  amounted  in  river 
money  to  -         -  -  ^50 

Which,  reduced  to  their  value  at 
the  colony,  made  no  more  than  fixty- 
two  bars  three  quarters  in  Senegal 
currency  -  -  3^3  ^ 5 

Which  fixty-two  bars  three  quar- 
ters, in  efFedtive  money,  amounted 
to  only  .  -  195  15 

From  thefe  calculations  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that 
the  fum  of  12,478  livres,  1 6  fous,  for  the 
cufloms,  and  the  expence  of  fitting  out  at  Se- 
negal, being  divided,  we  will  fuppofe  among 
an  hundred  flaves,  make  124  livres,  15  fous, 
9  deniers  for  each. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  in  1785,  the  cuf- 
toms  paid,  and  every  thing  valued  in  French 

money,  each  flave,  delivered  at  Senegal,  coft 

Livres.  Sous.  Den. 
Seventy  bars,  river  currency     313   15 
Cuftoms,  &c.         -         -  124  15     9 

438  10     9 
Y3  
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The  captains  coming  to  trade  at  Senegal 
that  fame  year,  pgid  from  eight  to  nine  hun- 
dred livres,  French  money,  for  trie  flave  on 
the  return  from  Galam.     The  flave  cofting 
438  Jivres,   10  fous,   9  deniers,   currencj^  of 
the  colony,  and  delivered  there,  there  was  a 
profit  of  cent  per  cent,   w^hich  proves  the  ad- 
vantage  attending   the   Galam  trade,   fince 
there  is,  over  and  above,   the  difference  be- 
twetn  efFeftive  French  money,  and  the  ideal 
money  of  the  colony.     I  do  not  undertake  to 
give  the  exadt  value  in  French  moneys   for 
the   accidental   Ipffes,   and   expences  w^hich 
cannot  be  calculated,   may  be  admitted  as  a 
compenfation,   and  the  trader  may  be  con- 
tent to  calculate  his  fpeculations  upon   the 
footing  of  the  money  of  the  colony,  with  a 
certainty  of  a  very  confiderable  gain. 

The  dangers  to  which  a  man  is  expofcd  in 
this  voyage  ;  the  expences  occafioned  by  the 
payment  of  cuftoms,  and  the  purchafe  of 
provifions,  added  to  the  wages  of  the  negro 
crew,  will  not  allow  of  trading  on  a  fmall 
fcale :  it  is  therefore  necefTary  to  prepare  for 
the  bringing  back  of  a  hundred  flaves ;  for  if 
only  one  half  can  be  procured,  and  a  com- 
penfation 
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penfation  be  not  found  in  gold^  and  elephant's 
teethy  it  is  indifputable  that  the  flaves  would 
become  much  dearer,  in  which  cafe  it  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  remain  at  Senegal, 
where  at  leaft  the  trouble  and  fatigue  would 
be  avoided.  It  is  matter  of  wonder  to  me 
how  any  one  can  undertake  this  voyage,  with- 
out being  acquainted  with  the  confequences. 
As  to  myfelf,  I  cannot  now  conceive  how  I 
could  fo  haftily  come  to  fuch  a  refolution^ 
efpecially  after  all  the  bar dfliips  I  had  under- 
gone in  Barbary 


CHAP.     VIIL 

Merchandize  equivalent  to  the  purcbafe  qf  an 
hundred  negroes  with  gold  and  ivory  in  pro^ 
portion^  at  Galam  or  along  the  river. 

Five  hundred  pieces  of  guinea-blues. 
Fifty  double-barrelled  guns. 
Eighty  iingte- barrelled  ditto,    of   a  good 
quality. 
Fifty  ordinary  muikets. 
Fifty  cutlafles. 

Y  4  One* 
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One  hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  flatilU^ 
or  coarfe  linen  cloth. 

Fifteen  reams  of  paper, 

One  thoufand  pound  of  gun-povt^der. 
.Ten    thoufand    mufket-flints,    large  apd 
fmall. 

Ten  thoufand  tauflcet-balls. 

Looking-glafTes,  fnufF-boxes,  fcifiars,  tin*? 
der-boxes ;  box  combs  of  every  kind,  twa 
grofs 

The  total  of  the  cargo  would  amount^ 
prime -coft  in  France,    to  27,800  livres. 

Four  pound  of  cloves. 

Fifty  barrels  of  fait.  The  overplus  goes 
to  the  laptotS; 

Twelve  pound  of  fcarlet  wool. 

Two  pound  yellow,   two  green  ditto. 

As  much  coral  and  amber  as  poffible ;  too 
much  cannot  well  be  provided  :  gold  is  obf 
tained  in  exchange  for  thefe  articles. 

Twenty  bundles  of  fnow  white,  the  bundle 
contains  ten  firings  only. 

Four  hundred  pound  of  white  and  red 
fhuffle-boards,  more  white  than  red. 

Twenty  pound  of  large  drinking-glafles. 
.  Two  hundred  and  ten  pound  tobacco*pipes 
'  "   *  for 
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for  the  ufe  of  the  Poules.     iThey  arc  bartered 
for  millet  and  toKacco. 

The  foregoing  cargo,  freighted  at  the  co- 
lony Ihould  produce  an  hundred  negroes, 
10,000  pound  of  elephant's  teeth,  and  gold  ia 
proportion  to*the  quantity  of  amber  and  coral, 
as  well  as  filver  bells. 

After  this  flatement  of  articles  neceflary 
for  the  river  trade,  and  the  notice  of  fuch 
goods  as  ferve  for  the  confumption  of  Senc« 
gal,  and  of  fuch  as  being  folely  adapted  to 
the  Have  trade,  have  no  fixed  value,  it  is 
ufelefs  to  give  the  ftatement  of  a  cargo  for  a 
perfon  who  (hould  wi(h  to  trade  for  more  or 
lefs  negroes  at  Senegal  only  It  is  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  a  man  ihould  have  poiitive 
information  of  the  current  value  of  goods, 
and  provide  himfelf  with  the  underwritten 
articles  only,  as  circumftances  require. 

The  returns  fold  at   the  colony 
eftimating  an   hundred  negroes  at      Livm. 
800  livres  each         -         -         -         80,000 

Ten  thoufand  pound  of  ivory  at 
42  fous  per  pound  -  -  21,000 

Total   101,000 

Without 
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Without   reckoning   the   gold,  feathers^ 
and  other  articles,  fuch  as  provifions,  &c 


CHAP.    IX. 

Of  the  manner  of  treating  the  negro  JIaves. 

IT  is  not  fufficient  that  the  overfeer  fhould 
be  merely  verfed  in  all  I  have  hitherto  ex- 
plained, in  order  ta  promote  the  benefit  of 
kis  employers ;  he  muft  know,  befides,  how- 
to  manage  his  captives,  to  alleviate  their  fuf- 
ferings,  to  give  them  hopes  of  a  better  fate. 
He  muft  be  able  to  make  them  confider  the 
moment  of  their  departure  for  the  Weft- In- 
dies as  that  of  their  deliverance  and  good- 
fortune.  By  thefe  means  he  will  prevent  in- 
furreftions,  and  avert  much  of  the  mortality 
which  arifes  from  forrow  and  defpair. 

As  I  have  been  myfelf  a  flave,  I  can  fpeak 
from  experience,  and  I  declare  that  I  was 
never  fo  much  attached  to  a  mafter  as  when  I 
perceived  that,  uniting  his  own  intereft  with 
mine,  he  was  about  to  transfer  me  to  thofe 

by 
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Iff  whom  I  Ihould  be  treated  with  care  and 
huaianity. 

If  I  am  deceived  in  the  rules  I  would  hy 
down,  I  doubt  that  a  man  who  has  ncvCT 
been  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  can  furnifti  better. 

An  overfeer,  therefore,  muft  be  well  in- 
formed in  thefe  particulars,  if  he  chufes  not 
to  expofe  his  employers  to  great  and  irrepa- 
rable loffes.  A  fuccefsful  Ipeculation,  arifing 
from  favourable  circumftances,  ihould  not 
give  htm  too  blind  a  confidence;  he  ihould 
take  cfare  to  be  always  on  his  guard. 

An  agent,  befides,  ihould  be  acquainted 
with  the  manner  of  treating  and  feeding  his 
flaves.  He  ihould  endeavour  to  make  them 
look  on  him  as  a  father ;  he  has  then  nothing 
to  fear,  for  a  father  furely  is  fafe  in  the  midfl 
of  his  children,  and  an  agent  is  in  like  feca- 
rity  among  his  ilaves,  when  he  knows  how 
to  foften  the  rigor  of  their  captivity. 

In  fuch  an  occupation  it  is  eaiy  to  make 
himfelf  beloved  and  refpefted;  nor  can  I 
yet  cotifceive  how  a  man  can  incur  the  detef- 
tation  of  his  flaves.  I  have  had  more  than 
once  as  many  as  a  hundred  and  twenty  ne- 
groes under  my  care,     I  went  every  day  to 

fee 
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fee  them,  and  was  always  in  perfefl:  fecurity 
among  them.     Scarcely  was  there  an  appear- 
ance of  a  revolt,  either  at  the  company's,  or 
at  Mr.  Vigneux*s,  but  my  Banbarasthat  I  left 
at  perfect  liberty  in  the  colony,  informed  mc 
of  it.     All  then  was  peace  about  mc.     I  was 
alone,  furrounded  by  my  captives,  and  fbme- 
times,  in  cafe  of  fire,  I  have  put  myfelf  at 
their  head  to  give  affifl^ance,  and  never  was 
one  of  them  tempted  to  abandon  me.    I  do 
not  fpeak'here  of  the  Yolofs,   who  were  too 
near   the  confines  of  their  own   country  to 
let  any  opportunity  of  recovering  their  li- 
berty efcape  them  ;   but  a  part  of  my  Banba- 
ras  guarded  them  while  the  reft  attended  me 
on   fuch  expeditions. 

I  have  even  obferved  many  of  my  flaves  go 
on  board  the  veffel  with  joy,  on  my  affurancc 
that  they  would  be  well  treated  and  happy,  on 
the  plantation   where  I    was  going  to  fend 
them.     It  is  by  fuch  means  as  thefe  alone^ 
that  a  man  can  acquit  himfelf  well  of  this 
painful  and  dangerous  taik  ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  an  agent  who.  is  ignorant  of  this 
manner  of  treating  flaves,  can  never  fucceed^ 
either  to  his  own,  or  his  employer's  advan- 
tage. 

Of 
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Of  the  propriety  of  my  treatment  I  was  the 
more  convinced,  as  I  never  loft  a  flave  by  de- 
fertioni  although  they  were  not  guarded; 
while  in  my  own  time,  the  company  loft 
men  almoft  every  day,  notwithfl:anding  the 
care  of  their  overfeers,  who  guarded  them  with 
the  ftrifteft  feverity. 

To  fympathize  in  the  recovery  of  the 
wretched  is  the  only  means  of  gaining  their 
good  wilL  Never  did  I  lofe  light  of  this 
principle,  for  I  knew,  from  my  own  experi- 
ence, the  tendency  of  fuch  conduft. 

Beiides  attending  to  the  neceflary  precau* 
tions  above-mentioned,  •  an  agent  fhould  alio 
be  careful  to  prevent  the  maladies  of  the  ne- 
groes. He  ftiould  endeavour  to  difcovcr  the 
caufe  of  their  difeafes,  and  to  apply  the  pro- 
per remedies  ;  this  is  a  moft  eifential  point  of 
his  duty. 

The  care  of  the  flaves  fliould  not  be  left  to 
ignorant  furgeons,  nor  to  other  underftrappers. 
The  furgeons  are,  for  the  moft  part,  young 
men  without  experience,  a  thing  much  to 
be  lamented,  for  no  voyage  ftands  more  in 
need  of  men  of  medical  merit.  It  is  true,  that 
furgeons  of  ability  will  not,  for  a  flight  re- 

compence. 
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compence,  undergo  the  dangers  of* an  Afrlcaii 
voyage,  but,  in  order  to  induce  fuch  men  to 
enter  into  their  fervice,  the  traders  fhouidnot 
begrudge  to  give  a  handfome  rccompence, 
which,  however,  would  weigh  light  againft 
the  lodes  from  which  they  would  thus  be  re- 
deemed* 

In  order  to  prevent  the  maladies  of  your 
fiavesy  it  is  neceflary  to  diftinguifli  their  re^ 
ipedlive  nations,  and  to  clafs  each  man  with 
his  countrymen.  The  Banbaras  are  the  only 
tribe  that  it  is  not  neceflary  to  put  in'  irons^ 
IM^ovid^d  however,  that  they  have  not  afibci* 
ated  with  the  Yolofs. 

As  to  the  latter,  they  muft  abfolutcly  be 
Fettered,  watched  with  the  greateft  care, 
and  fent  off  as  fbon  as  poflible,  for  they  are 
aH  enterprizing  fellows,  excellent  fwimmers, 
and  well  acquainted  with  almoft  all  the  inha.- 
bitants  of  the  colony,  whether  freemen  or 
Tapades  flaves,  who,  by  every  means  in  their 
power  will  endeavour  to  favour  their  efcape* 
To  obtain  their  liberty  they  have  only  to 
get  acrofs  the  river.  They  muft  -therefore 
be  oWerved  with  the  greateft  vigilance^  and 
all  communication  between  them  and  the  ne^ 

groes 
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groes  of  the  ccdony  muft  abfolutely  be  cut 

off-  .  , 

The  Banbaras,  on  the  contrary,  who  come 
from  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  towards 
the  fource  of  the  Niger,  never  think  of  makr 
ing  their  efcape.  They  are  all  very  laborious^ 
and  inftead  of  being  put  in  irons,  they  may 
with  great  fafety  be  employed  in  ufeful  toiL 
In  order  to  engage  them  to  ad  with  the  moft 
iubmiffive  alacrity,  it  is  fufficient  to  treat 
them  with  humanity,  to  feed  and  clothe  them 
well ;  by  fo  doing  you  will  not  only  fecure 
their  good  behaviour,  but  you  will  form  to 
yourfelf  a  vigilant  guard  againft  the  fcditious 
nlotions  of  the  Yolofs,  to  which  nation  the 
Banbaras  are  fworn  enemies. 

When  the  Banbaras  find  that  they  are 
tnifted  by  the  whites,  they  never  think  of 
making  their  efcape,  preferring  to  be  thp 
flaves  of  the  Europeans,  rather  than  of  a 
i>lack  man,  who  would  treat  them  with  the 
greateft  cruelty. 

The  Saracolets,  Saltiquets,  Poules,  Braes, 

and  Wals,  muft  alfo  be  put  in  irons,  but  not 

with  fo  much  rigour  as  the  Yolofs.     One 

'  pair  of  fetters  is  fufficient  for  two  flaves  of 

thefe 
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thefc  nations,  while  one,  and  even  two  pair 
of  irons  is  fcarce  enough  for  every  fingle  cap- 
tive of  the  Yolofs.  You  muft  take  care  that 
their  irons  are  well  rivctted,  and  examine 
them  every  night  and  morning.  Above  all, 
you  muft  obferve,  if  poflible,  never  to  put 
more  than  twenty  of  that  nation  together  in 
one  place. 

It  is  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  French 
to  put  the  women  in  irons,  and  yet  they  arc 
more  dangerous  than  the  men.  In  complying 
however  with  this  humane  practice,  all  com- 
munication between  the  men  and  women 
jjnuft  be  ftridly  prohibited. 

The  place  where  the  flaves  are  confined, 
as  well  as  the  jferfons  of  the  flaves  themfelves, 
muft  be  kept  in  the  greateft  cleanlinefs.  You 
muft  make  them  bathe  often,  in  order  to 
prevent  thofe  maladies  which  too  often  fpread 
cruel  havoc  in  the  fhip. 

The  difeafes  to  which  the  negroes  are  fub- 
jeft,  are  of  five  forts,  viz. 

I  ft.  The  venereal  difeafe. 

2d.  Ulcers. 

3d.  The  fcuryy. 

4th.  The  itch, 

5th.  Worms. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  five  maladies  maybe  reduced  to  four, 
by  omitting  ulcers,  which  are  not  in  the  leaft 
dangerous,  being  occafioned  only  by  flight 
wounds,  and  eafily  cured,  except  >yhen  the 
blood  is  infefted  with' virus. 

Of  all  difeafes  the  fcurvy  is  that  which  at- ' 
tacks  the  negroes  moft  fatally*  It  will  fome- 
times  depopulate  a  veifel  in  a  few  days.  This 
malady  is  occafioned  by  foul  air,  by  negleA^ 
ing  cleanlinefs,  and  fometimes  by  the  bad 
quality  of  the  watcn 
The  Banbaras  are  more  fubjed  to  this  plague 
than  the  other  negroes.  Care  muft  be  taken, 
therefore,  to  fupplythem  with  the  frefheft 
provifions  that  can  be  procured,  without  pay- 
ing any  regard  to  their  prediledkion  for  every 
thing  that  is  fait ;  for,  having  no  fait  in  their 
own  country,  they  no  fooncr  get  the  tafte  of 
it  in  their  captivity,  than  they  contraft 
an  immoderate  liking  to  it,  and  mix  it  pro- 
fufely  with  every  thing,  they  eat.  Great 
care  mufl:  be  taken  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
confequences  of  this  habit. 

The  itch  proceeds  from  the  uncleanlinefs 
of  the.  captives  purchafed  from  the  Moors. 
On  their  way  to  the  colony  thofe  flaves  lie 

Z  promifcuoufly 
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promifcuoufly  with  their  mafters,  who,  for 
the  moft  part,  are  eaten  up  by  that  diforder. 
When  they  arrive  at  Senegal  they -communi- 
cate the  infeaion  to  the  companions  of  their 
mifery,  except  great  care  be  taken  to  keep 
them  apart  till  they  be  cured.  It  is  therefore 
neceflary  to  put  in  a  feparate  place  the  ne- 
groes brought  down  by  the  Moors,  if  one 
would  prevent  the  difeafe  from  infefting  the 
whole  habitation. 

The  worms  are  almoft  as  dangerous  as  the 
fcurvy.  They  carry  oflF  a  great  number  of 
thefe  wretches,  and  that  fo  fuddenly,  that  it 
often  happens  a  man  dies  before  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  diforder  have  been  perceived. 

The  Banbaras  are  alfo  very  fubjed  to  this 
difeafe,  efpecially  in  the  bad  feafon  of  the 
year,  for,  accuftomed  in  their  own  country 
to  good  water,  they  cannot  endure  the  water 
of  the  colony,  which  is  at  that  time  corrupted. 
It  is  dangerous  to  fait  their  victuals  much, 
for  fear  of  the  fcurvy,  but  the  beft  mode  of 
guarding  againft  the  danger  is  to  mix  with 
their  drink  about  two  ounces  of  fpirituous  li- 
quor to  every  quart  of  water. 

The  venereal  difeafe  is  lefs  dangerous  at  Se- 
negal, 
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negal  than  in  our  climate.  Few  negroes  are 
exempt  from  it^.and  on  that  account  their 
ulcers  are  more  difficult  to  cure,  and  demand 
a  peculiar  attention.  It  is  therefore  neceflary 
to  know  thofc  diforders  and  their  caufes,  and 
to  carry  with  one  the  proper  remedies. 

The  overfeer  ihould  have  fome  knowledge 
of  thofe  drugs,  by  which  means  he  would 
always  have  the  medicines  of  a  good  quality, 
and  ready  to  be  adminiftered.  The  fcarcity 
of  perfons  weU  informed  in  thefe  particulars, 
renders  it  neceffary  to  take  every  precaution. 
Every  man  has  hi$  nojirums  for  the  curing  of 
thofe  diforders ;  I  fhall  not,  however^  men* 
tion  mine,  though  I  have  often  employed 
them  with  fuccefs. 

The  following  note  of  the  principal  articles 
that  ought  to  form  the  materia  medica  of  an 
agent,  may  not  be  without  its  ufe. 


Salts. 

Nitre 

Glauber 

Ammoniac 

Epfom 

Powders. 

Rochelle 

Jefuits  Bark 

Duobus 

Ipecacuanha 

Vegetable 

Rhubarb 

Zj 

Jalap 
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Jalap 

Liquorice 

Emetic  Tarttr 

Dog  Graft 

Cremor  Tartar 

Rhubarb 

Semeu-contra,  or 

Angelica 

Worm'powdcr 

HellebxM'e 

HSRBS. 

Euphorlnum 

Wormwood 

Miiletoe 

Coralina  of  Corfica 

-Zedoary 

Fumitory 

Gentian-root 

And  fome  other  ctnoU 

Saffi-on 

licnt  plants,   which 

Senna 

are  not  found  at  the 

Colony. 

.   Flowers. 

Mallows 

Ointments, 

Kldcr 

Elder 

Tuflilago 
Mullein 

Bafilicum 

Oil  <^  Laurel 

Violets 

Styrax 

Camomile 

Album  Rafis 

White  Nettles 

Galien*s  Cerat 

Rofes 

Roots. 

Mallows 

Mallows 

Pomatums. 

Water  Dock 

Citron 

Strawberry 

Theriaca 

Catholicum 
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CathoHcum 

Vinegar  of  the  Four 

Diafcordium 

Thieves     • 

Confe6t.  Hyacinth 

Volatile  AlkaU 

Confea.  Hamcc 

Burnt  Allum 

Hoffman's  Anoiue  Li- 

Plaiste&s. 

quor 

^    JMAdkAW  A  JSfCWW 

Oil  of  Sweet  Almonds 

Divine 

Other  Articles. 

Diachiloa 

Barley 

Be  Vigo 

Honey 

Hemlock 

Manna 

pbpalma 

Senna 

Rhubarb 

Balsams. 

Juniper 

Arcens 

Annifeed 

Commanders 

Coriander 

Balf.  Tranquil 

Mifletoe 

Mcliffe  Water 

Camphor 

Cologne  Water 

Blue  Vitriol 

Goulard 

White  Vitriol 

Oil  of  Turpentine 

Hartfliom 

Spirit  of  Scurvygrafs 

Mercurial  Pills 

Antifcorbutic  Wine 

Corrofive  Sublimate 

Arquebufade  Water 

Rock  Allum 

Z3 
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CHAP.    X. 

Route  from  Senegal  to  Galam^  by  way  of  the 
River ^  in  leagues^  according  to  the  meafure* 
ment  of  the  Negroes. 

THE  diftance  from  the  ifland  of  St. 
Louis,  at  Senegal,  to  Podor,  a  French 
fort,  erected  on  the  territory  of  the 
Poules,  is  generally  eftimated  at         -         70 

In  the  whole  extent  of  the  river,  as 
far  as  this  port,  the  traffic  of  negroes, 
millet,  and  other  trifling  articles,  is  car- 
ried on  during  all  the  year.  In  the 
month  of  May  the  famous  gum*tradc 
is  alfo  carried  on  with  the  Yolofs,  the 
Braes,  and  the  Wals,  who  are  all  of 
negro  race,  and  with  the  Bracnarts 
and  Trafarts,  two  Moorilh  nations; 
namely,  with  the  Bracnarts  in  the  De* 
fert,  and  the  Trafarts  at  Cocq,  a 
point  of  the  ifland  on  which  the  fort  of 
Podor  is   built  ;     and  at   Portrendie, 

Carried  over  70 
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Leagues. 

Brought  over    70 
along  the  coaft  whete  the  Englifh  are 
allowed  to  traffic.  From  Podor  to  Dou- 
mons  -  *  -  15 

Doumons  is  the  firft  mart  for  the 
millet  trade  among  the  Poules.  At 
this  place  there  is  much  bufinefs  tranf- 
afted  in  water  melon-feed,  tiger-lkins, 
feathers  of  all  kinds,  and  negro  foap. 
This  village  is  fituated  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river. 

From  Doumous  to  Mafou,  a  place 
where  the  tide  ceafes  to  ebb  and  flow, 
and  where  the  fame  articles  of  com- 
merce are  to  be  found,  but  in  fmaller 
quantities  than  at  Doumons         -         -       ^' 

From  Mafou  to  Haliburum,  the  firft 
place  where  the  navigation  of  the  river 
becomes  difficult,  on  account  of  fand- 
banks  -  -         .     -  6 

From  Haliburum  to  the  famous  rock 
called  Dguioul  de  Diable,  or  the  De- 
vil*s  Mouth,  the  moft  dangerous  part 
of  all  the  river  -  -  50 

Z4        Carried  over  129 
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Brought  over    1Z9 
From  Dguioul   de  Diable    to    the 
Great  Canal  -  -  ^ 

From  the  Great  Canal  at  Saldee,  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous  of  the  con- 
voy for  the  payment  of  duties  -  16 

The  whole  route  from  Senega]  to  Saldee  149 

All  the  villages  of  the  Poules,  except 
Doumons  are  on  the  bank  oppoiite  to  the 
Moorifh  territories  ;  none  of  thefe  villages 
are  fituated  on  the  river  fide,  but  are  gene- 
rally a  league  or  two  up  the  country.  The 
inhabitants,  on  hearing  the  firing  of  the  can* 
iion,  at  the  arrival  of  the  convoy,  repair 
with  their  articles  of  commerce  to  the  bank 
of  the  river. 

I  fhall  only  ihfert  the  names  of  the  principal 
villages,  without  their  refpeftive  diftances 
from  one  another. 

Yafanne,  a  fmall  but  pleafant  place,  and 
the   refidence  of  the  firft  minifter   of  the 
Almamy  of  the  Poules. 
"  Boffeia  Matame  Validienta 

Rendeave  Canelle 

All 
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All  thefe  places  belong  to  the  Poules,  and 
are  under  the  government  of  the  Almamy  of 
that  nation,  and  much  traffic  is  carried  on 
there  in  millet,  elephant's  teeth,  and  tobacco, 
called  improperly  Galam  tobacco,  for  the 
plant  is  not  at  all  cultivated  between  Validienta 
^pd  Tuago. 

Validienta  is  the  refidence  of  a  prince  whofe 
aiceftors  were  dethroned  by  the  Maraboux  of 
tie  Poules,  The  inhabitants  of  this  village 
and  neighbouring  country  that  furround  it, 
^bey  that  prince,  without  however  being  free 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Almamy  ;  they  form  a 
province  in  a  certain  degree  independent,  yet 
in  order  to  efcape  pillage,  they  from  time  to 
time  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Poules* 

Tuago  is  the  principal  refidence  of  the 
Grand  Fouquet,  one  of  the  four  fovereigns  of 
the  Saracolets. 

Baquelle  is  a  village  of  great  ftrength,  the 
mpft  confiderable  of  any  I  favv  in  thefe  can- 
tons. The  lord  of  the  place  is  a  powerful 
prince,  and  rivals  the  authority  of  the  Fou- 
quet. 

Cotterat.  Yafre. 

Galam.    From  Saldec  to  this  place  is 
reckoned  a  journey  of  twenty  days, 

which  y 
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Leagues, 
which,  at  the  rate  of  eight  leagues  a 
day,  make  -  -  -  1 60 

From  Senegal  to  Saldee         -         •       149 

Total,  from  Senegal  to  Galam^  309 

Validienta  is  the  firft  place  of  any  confider- 
able  traffic  in  the  flave  trade.  Yafre  is  one 
of  the  principal  marts  for  this  trade ;  and  ia 
all  the  other  villages  of  the  Saracolet  nation, 
this  trade,  as  well  as  that  of  ivory,  is  carried 
on  in  great  abundance ;  and  it  is  at  thefe  places 
where  the  Laptots  of  Senegal  take  in  the  ar- 
ticles neceflary  for  their  houfekeeping.  AH 
the  territory  of  the  Saracolets  is  an  open 
country.  The  villages  are  well-built,  the 
lands  well  cultivated,  and  the  inhabitants 
well  clothed ;  and  in  this  refpeft  they  diflfer 
very  effentially  from  their  neighbours  the 
Poules,  who  are  in  want  of  every  thing,  and 
whofe  country  is  extremely  unwholefomc 
through  their  own  negled  ;  for,  as  they  ne- 
ver fell  the  woods,  nor  drain  the  marflies, 
after  the  manner  of  the  Saracolets,  the  air 
they  breathe  is  infeftious,  and  the  caufe  of 
the  greater  part  of  their  maladies, 

Galam 
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Galatn  is  not  the  principal  mart  of  trade  ; 
it  is  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  Senegal  cap- 
tains, and  the  Marabou  x  of  the  country.  The 
price  of  flaves  being  agreed  upon  here,  the 
traders  repair  toTamboucanne,  a  large  village 
of  the  fame  country,  fixteen  leagues  above 
Galam.  The  route,  therefore,  that  the 
caravan  which  condudls  the  flaves  has  to  take^ 
may  from  the  above-mentioned  mart  be  com- 
puted at  325  leagues. 

Between  Podor  and  Galam  the  nations  are 
all  Mahometans,  and  drink  very  little  brandy. 
Beyond  the  limits  of  Galam,  up  the  river, 
this  liquor  is  a  profitable  article  of  trade  ;  the 
people  are  almofl:  all  Pagans,  and  drink  it  to 
excefs.  The  negroes  between  Podpr  and  Se- 
negal, although  of  the  Mahometan  perfuaiion, 
are  paflionately  addidled  to  brandy,  which 
they  drink  without  any  fcruple.  The  Mara- 
'boux  alone  abftain  from  this  indulgence. 

A  longer  refidence  in  the  colony  would 
have  given  me  a  deeper  infight  into  the 
means  of  carrying  on  fuccefsful  trade  with 
thefe  nations ;  yet  I  truft,  that  in  the  fore- 
going flieets  I  have  touched  upon  what  might 
be  confidered  as  of  moft  general  utility. 

NARRATIVE 
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danger  to  which  (hips  are  expofed  in  thofe 
latitudes  from  the  ftrength  of  the  currents.  I 
obferved  to  him,  that  as  often  as  I  hkd  been 
there,  I  had  narrowly  efcaped  being  embayed 
upon  the  coafl  of  Barbary.  This  advice^  dic- 
tated by  experience,  merited  the  attention  of 
Captain  le  Turc ;  nor  did  I  fail  to  repeat  it  the 
jnoment  I  faw  the  fea  aflume  a  clearer  caft.  I 
then  alked  him  if  he  did  not  intend  to  heave 
the  lead.  "  What  areyou  afraid  of?"  anfwcr- 
cd  he,  "  Of  the  land?'*— **  Why,  we  are 
not  within  eighty  leagues  of  it." 

Here  let  me  be  allowed  to  lament  the  va- 
nity and  boundlefs  confidence  of  the  matters 
of  merchant  veflels,  particularly  of  thofe  who 
have  commanded  privateers.  However  im- 
portant the  advice  given  them,  they  refufe  it 
the  fmaileflr  regard,  and  however  fcrious  the 
danger  with  which  they  are  all  threatened^ 
they  depend  fo  entirely  on  their  (kill,  that  they 
rather  chufe  to  remedy  than  prevent  the  mif- 
chief. 

A  fimilar  anfwer  was  made  me  by  the 
mate :  alas !  they  perceived  ere  long  how 
well  founded  were  my  fears  ! 

At  midnight,  I  was  awakened  by  the  ftrik- 


ing 
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ing  of  the  (hip,  and  raa  immediately  upon 
deck^  impreffed  with  the  idea  that  we  were 
upon  a  flat ;  but  how  great  was  my  aftonifh- 
ment  when  I  perceived,  that  we  were  in  a 
kind  of  bafon  formed  by  rocks.  I  hailed  to 
awake  the  fleeping  crew.  "  Get  up  if  you 
value  your  lives/*  faid  I,  "  we  touch  the 
ground."  The  Captain  came  upon  deck  la 
great  confternation ;  and  fuch  was  the  terror 
common  to  him  and  his  officers,  that  he  gave 
orders  to  fteer  towards  the  rocks.  The  veffel 
thus  directed,  and  at  the  fame  time  flrongly 
impelled  by  the  current,  ftruck  three  times, 
and  at  length  remained  without  motion  on 
the  fand. 

AH  of  a  fudden  a  horrible  din  afTailed  our 
cars :  the  mafts  began  to  crack  ;  the  flapping 
fails  were  rent  into  rags  by  the  violence  of 
the  wind  ;  and  the  loud  clamour  of  the  failors 
was  confounded  with  the  bellowing  furge. 
So  great  was  the  confternatioti,  that  no  one 
thought  of  faving  his  hfe.  O  my  wife  !  O 
jmy  children !  cried  every  tongue,  while 
every  hand  was  lifted  up  to  Heaven.  The 
ixiafls,  however,  were  foon  cut  away  to  eafe 
the  fliip ;   but  thcfe  were  fruitlefe  cares ;  for 

A  a  the 


354  VOYAGES  TO  THE  • 

the  water  had  already  found  its  way  mtb  tfte 
cabin. 

In  this  wretched  fituation,  I  ftepped  up  ta 
the  Captain,  whofe  difmay  was  fo  great,  that 
it  prevented  him  from  coming  to  any  refo*^ 
lution.  It  was  only  eighteen  months  finca 
Captain  Carfin  had  met  with  the  like  misfo^*  ■ 
tune  near  Cape  Blanco,  and  by  (hooting  him- 
felf  in  defpair,  he  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of 
feveral  lives.  Afraid  that  we  might  lofe 
Captain  leTurc  in  the  fame  manner,  lex-- 
hortcd  him  to  be  patient,  and  tried  to  raife 
his  drooping  fpirits ;  but  it  was  in  vain,  and  we 
ihould  have  been  irretrievably  loft,  ifMon* 
lieiir  Yan  the  fecond  mate,  M.  Suret  a  paf* 
fenger,  three  Englifli  failors,  and  a  few 
others,  animated  by  my  example,  had  not 
affiftcd  me  in  hoifting  out  the  long-boat,  and 
helped  me  afterwards  to  prevent  her  froni 
being  funk  or  ftove  alongfide.  We  were 
compelled  to  ftruggle  thus  dijring  a  tedious 
night  'againft  the  furious  fea,  hoping  that 
when  the  dawn  Iheuld  appear  and  enable  U5 
to  avoid  the  rocks,  which' furrounded  us  on 
every  fide,  we  might  have  it  in  our  power  to 
Iniid  ii>  fafety  upon  the  beach .  ^, 

AU 
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All  thcfe  precautipns  being  taken,  I  called 
out  to  thofc  on  board  to  throw  a  tow  rope 
iRto  tbe  boat,  that  fhe  might  be  hauled  back 
to  the  veffel,  in  cafe  we  ftipuld  be  fortunate 
enough  to  get  fafe  to  the  fhore,  The  cap- 
tain, the  naate,  and  three  fourths  of  the  crew, 
fiot  daring  to  be  the  firft  to  try  this  defperate 
chance,  thefe  were  the  only  mejips  that  re- 
mained to  fave  them. 

Scarcely  had  we  touched  the  water  with 
our  oars,  when  fhe  eddy  of  the  fea  forced 
them  out  of  pur  hands ;  the  boat  was  overfet, 
the  w^ves  difperfed  us,  anc  threw  us  all  upon 
the  beach,  except  M.  Devoife,  brother  to  the 
Conful  of  Tripoli,  in  Syria.  I  ruflied  into  the 
fea,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  refcue  him 
from  a  watry  grave. 

Qur  wretched  companions,  who  had  rq- 
inained  on  board  the  (hip,  no  longer:  looked 
up  to  us  for  afliftance ;  but  I  foon  revived 
their  fainting  hopes,  by  leaping  into  the  water 
with  M.  Yan,  whofe  zeal  was  ever  ready  to 
fecond  mine,  and  who  found  means  to  pre- 
vail upon  the  reft  to  join  us  in  our  endeavours 
to  get  the  boat  afloat.  We  efFefted  it  with  4 
great  deal  of  labour  ;  but  great  was  oi^r  ye- 
A  a  2  conpipence 
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compence  alfo,  when  we  had  put  the  reft  of 
the  crew  afhore !  We  only  efcaped,  how- 
ever, from  this  firft  danger,  to  be  the  victims 
of  another  of  a  ftill  more  dreadful  kind. 

i  alked  the  captain  at  what  diftancfe  h6 
fuppofed  we  might  be  from  Senegal ;  but  was 
far  from  being  fatisfied  with  his  anfwer.  Not 
knowing  confequently  what  route  to  follow, 
I  told  my  companions,  that  1  could  hardly 
l(atter  myfelf  that  I  fhould  be  able  to  lead 
them  to  fome  hamlet  of  the  Trargca  nation, 
where  I  might  hope  to  meet  with  fome  of  the 
A;-abs  with  whom  I  had  had  dealings  at  the 
ftttlement  of  genegah  "  In  that  cafe,'*  added 
1,  "  our  captivity  would  be  lefs  rigorous  and 
of  morter  duration.  But  I  dread  our  meeting 
with  fome  horde  of  the  tribes  of  Ouadelims, 
and  Labdefleba,  a  favage  race,  whofe  only 
food  is  the  milk  of  their  camels,  and  who  are 
fol:  ever  wandering  up  and  down  the  defert.*' 

We  had  fcarcely  landed,  when  I  prevailed 
upon  my  companions  to  climb  up  the  rocks, 
and  to  try  to  difcover  on  what  fhore  Provi- 
dence had  thrown  us.  When  we  had  reached 
the  fummit,  we  perceived  an  immenfe  plain, 
covered  With  white  fand,   over  which  were 

thinly 
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thinly  fcattered  a  few  creeping  plants,  not 
unlike  the  branches  of  coral.  The  feed 
they  bear  is  of  the  fame  colour,  and  nearly  of 
the  fame  form  as  muftard-feed.  The  Arabs 
call  it  Ave%oud^  gather  it,  and  make  a  pafte  of 
it,  that  they  confider  as  a  luxury.  At  a  great 
diftance,  the  eye  could  difcover  hills  of  fmall 
elevation,  which  being  covered  with  a^cies 
of  wild  heath,  refemWed  an  extenfive  foreft. 
While  walking  towards  the(e  hills,  I  per- 
ceived (bme  cameFs  dung  upon  the  ground, 
iand  foon  after  faw  feveral  grazing  in  different 
places.  We  could  then  no  IcHiger  doubt  that 
this  diftrid  was  inhabited,  and  felt  ourfelves 
more  at  eafe  after  the  difcovery  ;  for  without 
knowing  among  what  people  our  fate  had 
conduced  us,  we  were  the  happier  on  ap- 
proaching human  habitations,  as  hunger, 
which  began  to  be  importunate,  might  have 
driven  us  to  direful  extremities.  No  one 
knew  better  than  I  what  we  had  to  fear  from 
it ;  and  the  efFefts  rf  thirft  were  ftill  moje  to 
be  dreaded. 

.This  fad  reflexion  occupied  my  mind,  when 
I  perceived  fbme  children  at  a  diftance,  hav- 
ing to  collet  their  herds  of  goats,  and  to 

Aa,3  drive 
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drive  th^tn  away.  I  concluded  from  thence 
that  we  had  been  defcried,  and  that  ouf  ap- 
pearance had  excited  fome  apprehenfioa.  The 
cries  of  the  children  fpread  the  alarm  through 
the  neighbouring  caraps,  and  we  foon  faw 
the  inhabitants  ad vancmg  to  meet  us.  No 
fooner  did  they  make  out  what  we  were,  than 
they  feparated,  began  to  ikip  and  dance  upon 
the  fand,  covered  their  faces  with  their  hands, 
and  howled  and  cried  in  the  moft  dreadful 
manner ;  this  was  enough  to  convince  us  that 
they  were  little  acquainted  with  European 
feces.  Their  geftures,  and  the  meafures  they 
took  to  furround  us,  did  not  afford  a  favour^ 
able  prefege.  I  therefore  told  my  fellows  in 
misfortune  not  to  feparate,  but  to  walk  on  in 
an  orderly  manner,  until  I  fhould  be  near 
enough  to  make  myfelf  heard.  In  my  former 
voyages  to  Senegal,  I  had  learnt  a  few  words 
of  Arabic,  from  which  I  hoped  to  derive  much 
advantage  on  the  prefent  occafion^  I  began 
by  tying  a  white  handkerchief  to  the  end  of 
my  cane,  in  the  form  of  a  flag ;  Perhaps, 
thought  I>  they  may  have  fome  knowledge 
of  this  fignal,  efpecially  if  any  of  them  have 
been  at  Senegal ;   or  if  they  have  ever  feea 

fhipplng 
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fliipping  on  their  coaft,  they  will  know  us  to 
be  unfortunate  fhipwrecked  Frenchmen. 

When  we  drew  near  the  favages,  fome.of 
my  companions,  among  whom  were  the  firft 
and  fecond  mates,  difperfed  ;  but  they  were 
immediately  furrounded  and  feized  by  the 
collar.  It  was  not  till  that  moment,  when 
the  rays  of  the  fun  were  reflefted  from  the 
poliflied  fteel  of  their  daggers,  that  we  dif- 
covered  them  to  be  armed ;  for  not  having 
pcrcfeived  it  as  yet,  I  had  advanced  without 
fean  Ifhe  two  unfortunate  men,  who  had 
been  carried  oiF,  not  making  their  appearance 
again,  all  my  efforts  to  ftop  the  others  became 
fruidefs :  fear  took  poffeffion  of  their  minds  ; 
they  uttered  unanimous  cries  of  defpair,  and 
ran  off  in  various  direftions.  The  Arabs, 
armed  with  weighty  cutlaffes,  and  little  maces, 
ruihed  on  them  with  incredible  ferocity ;  and 
I  fbon  beheld  fome  of  them  wounded,  and 
others  ftripped  naked,  and  ftrctched  out  al- 
moft  breathlefs  on  the  fand. 
'  In  the  midft  of  this  horrible  maffacre,  I 
perceived  an  unarmed  Arab.  From  his  drefs 
I  took  him  for  one  of  thofe  who  had  accom- 
]^nied  Prince  AUicoury,  in  a  vifit  he  had  for- 
-       'i  A  a  4  merly 
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mcrly  made  me  on  the  IHand  of  St.  Louis^ 
and  immediately  I  ran  to  throw  myfelf  into 
his  arms;   but  after  viewing  me  for  fome 
time,  he  caft  upon  me^  upon  the  mate,  Mon-r 
fieur  Devoife,  and  five  others  of  the  crew, 
who  had  never  quitted  me,  a  look  of  difdain% 
which  told  us  but  too  plainly,  that  we  were 
not  lefs  unfortunate  than  the  reft :  he  -took 
me  by  the  hand,  looked  at  it  with  attention, 
counted  my  fingers,  and  put  his  hand  into 
the  hollow  of  mine,  making  at  the  fame  time 
feveral   motions   with   his  head.     He  then 
aiked  me  who  I  was,  what  I  came  to  do 
there,  and  how  I  had  found  my  way  thithen 
I  traced  the  form  of  a  (hip  upon  the  fand,  and 
with  the  afliftance  of  the  few  Arabic  words  I 
was  acquainted  with,  and  of  my  geftures,,  I 
found  means  to  make  him  underftand  tha£ 
1  folicited  his  afliftance  to  cpnduft  us  to  the 
place  of  our  deftination.     I  added  that  I  had 
about  me  wherewith  to  rccompenfe  his  trou- 
ble, and  this  laft  article  he  feemed  to  under- 
ftand  better  than  the  preceding  ones;   fof 
immediately   after  he  locked  his  fingers  in 
mine,  as  an  affu  ranee  that  from  that  momeat 
^e  were  clofely  connefted ;  and  told  me  with 

equal 
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equal  hafte  to  deliver  to  him  the  efFedfcs  of 
which  I  had  juft  fpoken.  I  gave  him  two 
very  handfome  watches,  one  a  repeater,  with 
the  chahis  belonging  to  them,  a  gold  ftock- 
buckle,*  two  pair  of  filver  buckles,  a  ring  fet 
with  brilliants,  a  filver  cup,  fork,  and  fpoon, 
and  two  hundred  livres  in  fpecie.  I  thought 
I  remarked,  that  though  much  pleafed  with 
the  trinkets,  &c.  he  was  flill  more  fo  with 
the- money.  With  great  care,  and  ftill  greater 
myftery,  he  hid  his  treafure  in  his  blue  Ihirt^ 
promifing  not  to  abandon  me.  The  precau- 
tion I  had  taken  in  faving  thefe  valuable  ef- 
fects, proved  to  me,  in  the  end,  an  almqft  in- 
cxhauftiblc  fource  of  forrow. 

As  fbon  as  the  Arab's  booty  was  fecure,  he 
alked  op  what  part  of  the  coaft  we  had  beea 
Shipwrecked.  I  pointed  it  out  to  him ;  and 
he  immediately  called  feveral  of  his  people, 
and  told  them  to  follow  him.  From  the 
manner  in  which  they  addreffed  him,  I  per- 
ceived that  my  prote<Slor  was  a  man  of  con- 
sequence; and  indeed  be  was  their  priefl, 
whom  they  call  T'albe. 

When  arrived  at  the  fea-fide,  they  began 
Co  utter  loud  cries  of  joy;  but  the  jealoufy, 

vifible^ 
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tifible  in  their  faces,  dre  long  called  vtp  the 
fpirit  of  difcord.  They  determined  to  make 
us  fwim  on  board,  and  get  out  of  the  fliip 
every  thing  it  was  pofliblc  to  fave ;  but  we 
ill  declined  it,  on  the  pfetence  of  not  fwim- 
ming,  and  they  were  obliged  to  go  abtwird 
themfelves.  How  ftrongly  was  the  fear  of 
not  having  as  much  as  thofe  who  had  fwum 
to  the  fliip,  expreffed  by  thofe  who  remained 
afliore  I  The  women  were  particularly  out* 
rageous* 

In  the  mean  time  the  ilev^^s  of  our  fliip- 
wreck  was  already  fpread  over  the  eduntry; 
^nd  the  greedy  lavages,  w^hofc  numbers  could 
not  fail  to  excite  ftill  further  jealoufy,  were 
feen  running  down  ffom  every  quarter ;  they 
foon  came  to  blows,  and  feveral  loft  their 
lives.  The  Women,  enraged  at  not  being 
able  to  plunder  the  fliip,  fell  upon  uSj  arid 
tore  off  the  fmall  remains  of  ctoihes  we  had 
•upon  ouf  badks :  they  were  particularly  at- 
tentive to  mine^  which  I  had  pi-eferved  till 
then,  and  which  they  thought  defervcda 
preference. 

My  mafter,  who  was^  more  like  any  thing 
elfe  than  a  warrior,  and  who  perceived  that 

the 
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the  numbcjr  of  Arabs  was  every  moment  in^- 
creafing,  called  two  of  his  friends,  whom  he 
yefy  wifely  admitted,  to  the  partncrlhip  of 
twelve  (hipwrecked  men  that  had  put  them-* 
ielyes  under  his  protc£tion.  This  was  the 
beft  means  of  acquiring  partizans^  and  of  pre- 
ferving  the  portion  he  had  referved  for  him- 
fclf.  After  having  made  the  neceffary  ftipu- 
•lations,  as  well  for  fharing  what  had  already 
beea.got  out  of  the  fliip,  as  for  the  divifion  of 
the  flaves  that  bad  been  made,  he  withdrew 
from  the  crowd  by  way  of  fecuring  us  againft 
any  infult^  It  was  in  a  miferable  hut,  cover* 
ed  with  jnofs,  that  we  were  lodged,  or  rather 
heaped  vpon  one  another* 

Our  mafter's  firft  care  was  to  fearch  us 
fctupuloufly^  for  fear  we  (hould  ftill  have  any 
thing  concealed.  Unfortunately  for  them, 
my  companions  had  not  been  able  to  keep  the 
jTmaUefl  article  for  him,  fo  that  in  his  ill  hu- 
inour  he  treated  them  without  the  leaft  re- 
gard. He  took  away  even  their  fliirts  and 
handkerchiefs,  giving  them  to  underhand 
that  if  he  did  not,  fome  other  would.  He 
wanted  to  go  the  fame  length  with  me,  but 

I  told 
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I  told  him   that   I  had  already  given  hiffi 
enough,  and  he  def}{led« 

Not  knowing  as  yet  what  horde  I  had 
fallen  in  with,  I  addreffed  myfelf  to  my  ma- 
iler, with  a  view  of  obtaining  information  on 
that  head,  and  by  means  of  words  and  iigns 
had  with  him  the  following  converfation : 
**  What  is  your  name,  and  that  of  your 
tribe  ?  And  why  did  you  avoid  the  bands  that 
advanced  to  the  fea-fide  ?•'-— *^  My  name  is 
Sidy  Mahammet  del  Zouza  ;  my  tribe  is  that 
of  Labdeileba ;  and  I  avoided  the  Ouadelims 
becaufe  we  do  not  live  with  them  on  friendly 
terms.  But,  pray  what  is  your  name  ?  Arc 
you  the  brother  of  thefe  men?*'  Shewing  me 
my  companions.  I  anfwered  his  queftiohs : 
but  I  was  much  afflicted  at  finding  that  we 
were  falleiji  into  the  hands  of  the  itioft  fero-  • 
cious  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  DefertS  of 
Arabia.  I  forefaw  that  we  Ihould  have  no- 
thing but  hardlhips  aiwi  trouble  to  undergo^ 
till  the  moment  of  our  deliverance.  But  how 
were  we  to  be  delivered  ?  Alas  I  I  hardly 
dared  flatter  myfelf  with  the  hope. 

My  fears  were  but  too  well  founded.     My 
inafter,  after  having  buried  the  little  treafure 

with 
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with  which  I  had  juft  enriched  him,  return- 
ed to  the  beach,  to  fee  what  was  coming  to 
him  of  the  plunder  of  the  fhip.  During  his 
abfence  a  band  of  Ouadelims  came  to  beiiege 
our  retreat.  They  facked,  plundered,  and 
overturned  every  thing.  They  laid  hold  of 
fome  of  us  by  the  throats,  of  others  by  the 
hair;  two  of  them  advanced  towards  me, 
took  me  by  the  arms,  and  dragged  me  firft 
one  way,  and  then  another.  The  fmall  re- 
mains of  my  drefs  became  the  objedt  of  their 
jealous  fury.  More  of  them  run  up,  fur- 
round,  and  carry  me  off;  and  after  having 
torn  off  my  Ihirt  and  neck-handkerchief, 
puihed  me  behind  a  heap  of  fand.  There 
they  committed  all  kind  of  outrages  upon 
myperfon:  I  gave  myfelf  up  for  loft,  and 
thought  that  I  was  going  to  expire  beneath 
their  blows.  The  cords  with  which  they 
were  preparing  to  tie  me,  Teemed  to  announce 
that  my  laft  hour  was  at  hand.  I  was  in  this 
cruel  expeftation,  when  one  of  the  affociates 
of  my  mafter  ran  up,  quite  out  of  breath. 
**  Stop,"  cried  he,  "  you  have  committed 
unheard  of  outrages  in  the  hut  of  Sidy  Ma- 
hammet,    our  talbe.     Not  contented  with 

having 
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having  carried  ofF  his  flave,  you  have,  in  your 
blind  rage,  trod  under  foot  the  holy  books  of 
our  religion ;  the  prieft,  inccnfed  at  the  inde* 
cency  of  your  facrilegious.  condud,  has  in-' 
iifled  that  the  old  men  of  both  parties  fliould 
affemble,  and  judge  the  guilty  i^  full  council. 
Believe  mc;  give  him  back  his  flave;  it  i$ 
^he  only  means  to  appeafe  his  anger„  and  pre- 
vent the  cpnfequences*,"  This  threat  pro- 
ducc4  the  cffe£t  that  Mahammet's  emiffary 
cxpefted.  I  was  delivered  up  to  him  by 
thofe  who  had  treated  me  fa  cruelly,  after 
having  feparated  me  from  my  companions  ia 
mibfortune.  He  took  me  away  immedi;ately4 
to  Jead  me  to  a  new  fccne  of  torture^ 

Nouegem,  for  that  was  the  name  of  thq 
man  who  had  juft  delivered  me,  condu<5led 
me  diredly  tq  the  place  wl^efe  the  council 
was  afllmbled.  *'  Here,"  faid  he,  introduc-* 
ing  mc,  *'  is  Sidy  Mahammet*s  flave  :  Ihav^ 
been  follow mg  him  Ihe  whole  day,  that  I 

♦  I  was  not  as  yet  fufficicntly  m^cr  of  the  Arabic  16 
comprehend  this  fpeech  and  feveral  othtfrs  that  I  ihall  inem 
tion ;  but  when  I  underftood  that  language  better,  I  beg- 
jed  my  mafter  to  repeat  thein. 

might 
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might  not  lofe  fight  of  him  ;  and  after  much 
danger  and  fatigue,  I  have  got  him  out  of  the 
hands  of  thoie  who  had  carried  him  off.  I 
^ik,  as  the  reward  of  my  pains,  that  he  may 
be  pne  of  the  flaves  that  are  to  belong  to  me, 
I  have  the  greater  right  to  him,  as  I  faw  hirn 
deliver  to  his  mafter  a  quantity  of  effects, 
which  feemed  to  be  very  valuable."  Imme- 
diately a  crowd  of  women  and  children  ga-* 
thered  round  me.  They  looked  at  roe  atten- 
tively, and  all  cried  out  together,  Es  Rey. 

Sidy  Mahammet^,  enraged  at  what  Noue- 
gem  had  juft  revealed  in  regard  to  his  trea-  * 
fure,  and  at  the  pretenfions  he  had  juft  dif- 
covered,  caft  upon  him  a  look  full  of  con* 
tempt  and  anger,  and  fpoke  as  follows: 
**  Whether  this  Chriftian  be  rcy  or  not,  he 
belongs  to  me !  he  came  of  his  own  accord 
to  throw  himfelf  into  my  arms,  and  I  have 
promifed  to  proteft  and  conduct  him  to 
Prince  Allicoury.  I  have  given  my  word* 
and  I  hope  the  tribunal  will  make  a  diftinc- 
tion  iu  favour  of  my  rights,  between  a  man 
of  my  charaf^er,  and  fuch  a  one  as  Nouegem^ 
whom  I  (hould  punilh  feverely  if  I  treated 
Ijim  as  he  deferves.**    The  reader  may  juJge 

from 
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from  .  hence   of  the  pride   of   the   Arabiatt 
priefts. 

"  Since  fuch  arp  your  pretenfions,**  an- 
fwcred  the  Arab,  *'  and  as  your  flave  cannot 
be  mine,  he  fhall  die  by  my  hand.**  On  fay- 
ing thefe  words,  he  drew  his  dagger  to  ftah 
me.  I  ftood  trembling  beneath  the  barba- 
rian's threatening  .fteel ;  but  my  maftcr,  with- 
out lofs  of  time,  threw  upon  me  a  kind  of 
'  Tofary*  of  enormous  length  ;  he  then  took  a 
little  book  which  hung  to  his  girdle  :  and  at 
the  lame  inftant  the  women  rufhed  upon  me, 
and  took  me  out  of  the  hands  of  Nouegem  to 
deliver  me  into  thofe  of  the  wrathful  prieft, 
fo  much  were  they  afraid  left  he  Ihould  pro* 
nounce  an  anathema  againft  his  adverfary. 
The  council  in  a  body  approved  the  talbe's  ex- 
ertion of  authority  ;  while  the  conduct  of  the 
women  was  much  laughed  at,  and  applauded 
at  the  fame  time. 

At  a  few  paces  from  the  place  where  the 
fcene  had  juft  paft,  I  found  my  fellows  in 
inisfortune,  whom  I  had  defpaired  of  ever 


*  The  talbes  wear  a  long  firing  of  1 15  fmall  black  ballsy 
and  niake  ufc  of  them  as  the  Catholics  do  of  their  rofarics. 

feeing 
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feeing  again.  But»  good  heavens  !  in  what  a 
fiate  did  I  find  jthem !  they  had  akeadj  begun 
to  feel  the  torments  of  hunger.  They  had 
ate  nothing  for  two  days ;  nor  was  I  lefs  ex- 
haufted  than  they ;  hut  the  critical  circum- 
ftances  in  which  I  had  found  myfelf,  had  fo 
agitated  my.  fpirits,  that  I  had  in  a  manner 
loft  the  faculty  of  feeling  the  want  by  which 
I  was  fo  hardly  prefled. 

When  become  a  little  more  tranquil,  I  re- 
fie£):ed  on  the  danger  i^om  which  I  had  fo 
fortunately  ifcaped  t  and  my  emotion  was  fo 
great  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  weeing* 
I  endeavoured  to  conceal  from  every  eye  this 
teftimony  of  my  fenfibility  and  griefs  But 
ibme  women  perceiving  it,  inftead  of  being 
moved  to  compailion  threw  fand  in  my  eyes, 
as  they  faid,  to  wipe  away  my  tears.  Luckily 
the  night  coming  on,  and  concealing  me  from 
their  view,  faved  me  from  the  fury  of  thefc 
motifters* 

Three  days  had  already  elapfed  fince  wc 
were  made  ilaves,  and  we  had  as  yet  had  no- 
thing to  eat  but  a  little  meal,  fpoiled  by  the 
ialt  water,  and  rendered  ftill  more  deteflable 
by  a  mixture  of  barley*meal,  that  had  been 
B  b  long 
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long  kept  m  goat  fkins;  and  jeven  this 
wretched  repaft  was  interrupted  by  cries  of 
alarm,  which  we  heard  at  fome  diihmce. 

One  of  Sidy  Mahammet's  friends  ran  up  to 
hina  to  advife  him  to  hide  himfelf  as  fail  as 
poffible,  as  the  Ouadelims  were  pouring  in 
from  all  quarters^  with  the  intention  of  cajT'^ 
rying  off  what  bis  horde  had  captured^ 
**  Fly  with  your  flaves,"  faid  he,  "  while  I 
go  and  aflemble  fome  of  our  people^  and  at 
.the  dawn  of  day  we  will  fet  off  on  our  mafch 
.  to  return  to  our  habitations.*'  I  haire  fin^tt 
learned  that  the  Arabs  of  the  horde  of  Lftb^ 
deiCbba  had  only  repaired  to  the  f^a-coai]b 
iditee  days  b6fbre  our  fliipwreck,  to  ^yfiier 
wild  grain  for  the  fubfiftenee  of  their  fami- 
lies. A  place  of  rendezvous  was  dgrecd 
upon;  after  which  we  went  and  hid  our- 
ielves  behind  fome  hillocks  of  fand,  wher«i 
W6  remained  till  fome  Arabs  of  a  difiereat 
tribe,  but  equally  iaterefted  in  the  prefeirira- 
tion  of  their  plunder,  came  to  join  us,  and  re- 
inforce our  bandi  A  guide,  who  had  gone 
before  us,  had  pUced  fmall  pyramids  of  tlumts 
from  dijftance  to  diftanccy  to  point  out  the 
ri>ad  we  were  to  follow^  and  to  prcYent  our 

falling 
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billing  into  the  midft  of  ibme  hoAUe  horde, 
particularly  that  of  the  Ouadelims.  Thcfe 
people,  indeed,  are  univerlally  fo  greedy  and 
rapacious,  that  friends,  or  enemies,  they  are 
aioioft  equally  to  be  feared.  At  break  of 
d^y,  all  thofe  th^t  had  Chriftian  (laves,  hav^ 
iftg  joined  us,  we  fet  off  on  our  march  for  the 
inlimd  country,  where  relided  the  families  of 
o\ir  refpeftive  mailers. 

It  is  impoflibk  for  me  to  exprefs  how 
much  we  had  to  fnflfer,  efpecially  from  thirft. 
ft  became  ifo  painftil  to  us  :to  move  our 
tongues,  that  we  did  not  dare  to  afk  one  ano- 
ther any  queftions.  We  wefe  obliged  to  go  the 
femefpace  as  the  camels,  which  were  hurried 
&\  at  a  rapid  rate ;  and  our  mafters,  from  the 
Ibar  of  our  being  taken  from  them,  marched 
dnd  tounter-marched  us  fo  txiany  difierent 
Ways,  that  it  was  fifteen  days  before  we 
reached  theit  habitation,  while,  by  following 
the  dife£t  road,  wc  fhould  have  arrived  there 
at  m^H  in  five. 

*    AfVer  having  diiYibed  up  mountains  of  a 

*  prodigious  height,  and  entirely  covered  with 

fmall  grey  ftones  as  (harp  as  flints,  we  de- 

icended  ioto  a  fandy  bottom,  thickly  ibwn 

Bbz  with 


3)«  VOYAGES  TO  THET 

with  pfkkly  thiftles.  There  we  flackened 
our  pace :  the  foles  of  my  feet  were  by  thid 
time  aU  over  blood,  and  it  became  impofliUe 
for  me  to  get  on  any  further.  My  maftef 
was  therefore  obliged  to  take  me  up  behind 
him  on  his  camel ;  but  this  attention  on  his 
part,  Co  far  from  being  a  relief  to  me,  was  the 
caufe  of  my  fuflfering  unheard  of  torments. 
The  camel's  pace  is  naturally  very  heavy,  and 
his  trot  exceedingly  hard-  As  I  was  naked  1 
bad  nothing  between  me  and  the  animal's 
bare  back,  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  I  was 
dreadfully  galled.  My  blood  ftrcamed  dowa 
the  flanks  of  the  camel :  bvt  this  fpefkacle^ 
inftejtd  of  exciting  the  feniibility  and  com- 
paffion  of  thefe  barbarians j  ferved  them  aa 
matter  of  am^i^n^ent.  They  made  a  Iport 
of  my  fufFerings ;  and  that  they  might  enjoy 
it  the  better,  urged  on  the  beafts  upon  whicb 
they  were  mounted.  My  fores  would  na 
doubt  have  becomq  incurable,  if  I  had  noli 
come  to  a  violent,  though  neceflary  refolu- 
tion,  that  of  letting  myfelf  fall  upon  the  fand^ 
All  the  hurt  I  met  with  in  falling,  was  the 
being  pricked  from  head  to  foot  by  thtf 
thiftles,  with  which  I  have  already  faid  tb# 
ground  was  covered. 

la 
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In  the  duflc  of  the  evening,  we  perceived  a 
very  thick  fmoke,  and  I  thought  .we  were 
approaching  fome  hacnlet  where  we  (hould 
find  fomething  to  eat,  and  above  all  fome- 
thing  to  drink ;  but  I  foon  faw  that  it  was 
pothing  but  janderwood^  behind  which  our 
guide  had  taken  up  his  lodging.  1  went  and 
Aretcbed  myfelf  out  behind  a  bufh,  and  there 
'waited  for  death;  but  icarcely  had  I  laid 
dowa  when  an  Arab  of  our  company  came  to 
|x»ke  me  get  up  and  unload  his  camel.  I 
was  Co  incenfed  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
man  gave  me  orders,  that  I  anfwered  him 
without  any  ceremony.  Immediately  he 
fnatched  off  my  head  an  old  failor's  hat  that 
had  been  given  to  me  inftead  of  my  own, 
fpit  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  contempt,  and  feiz^ 
ed  me  very  roughly  by  the  arm  to  drag  me 
towards  the  camel.  As  fbon  as  he  laid  his 
band  upon  me,  I  was  no  longer  mafler  of  my 
refentment.  I  began  by  giving  him  a  blow 
in  the  face  with  my  fifl;  then  difengagjng 
myfelf  from  his  hands,  I  took  up  a  flick  with 
a  lance  at  the  end,  and  ran  up  to  flrike  him, 
but  he  took  to  his  heels,  and  thus  efcaped  the 
cfFc^lsof  my  apgpr. 

Bb3  At 
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At  the  fame  inftaiit  I  perceived  my  mafttt. 
advancing  towards  me.  Not  knowing  his 
defign,  I  called  out  to  him  that  if  his  iitteii* 
tion  was  to  avenge  his  countryman,  he  would 
find  me  prepared  to  go  any  length,  rather 
than  fufFer  myfelf  to.  be  ftruck.  My  refolu- 
tion  and  threats  made  him  laugh ;  however 
he  difpelled  my  apprehenfions,  by  tdiing  nac 
I  had  nothing  to  fear.  Tbi$  adventure  made 
tne  imagine  that  with  firmnefs  I  might  avoid 
a  great  deal  of  ill-tre;atmcnt,  to  which  I  could 
not  fail  of  being  expofcid^  if  I  fliewed  any 
figns  of  fear,  and  1  often  experienQcd  after:^ 
wards,  that  this  idea  was  well-founded. 
Thefe  Arabs  are  oiily  br^ye  where  they  mec| 
with  no  refiftance. 

Soon  after  I  faw  preparations  made  whici^ 
gave  me  a  great  4^1  of  pne^finefs.  Flints 
were  heated  in  a  large  kind  of  furnape ;  |  iaw 
a  great  ffone,  which  was  lying  under  a  bufli^ 
taken  up ;  a  hole  was  dug  in  the  earth,  and  the 
Arabs  frequently  repeating  my  name,  burf^ 
into  violent  fits  of  laughter*  At  length  they 
called  me,  and  made  me  draw  near  the  hole 
they  had  juft  dug.  He,  whom  I  had  beat» 
made  me  a  number  of  figns  with  his  hand^ 

paffing 
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pafing  it  backwards  and  forwards  along  his 
neck,  as  if  he  was  going  to  cut  off  his  head, 
or  naeant  to  make  me  underfland  that  I  fhould 
loie  mine.  Determined  as  1  was  to  m&ke  a 
itout  refiftance,  all  thefe  geftures  excited  very 
vnpleafant  feelings^  But  how  great  was  mj 
furprize,  when,  on  approaching  the  cavity,  I 
£iw  a  leathern  bottle,  a  little  bag  containing 
barley  meal,  and  a  goat  that  had  been  lately 
^led  taken  out  of  it*  The  fight  of  thefe 
prpviiioils  reftored  me  to  my  tranquillity,  al* 
though  I  was  ignorant  of  the  ufe  to  which 
the  heated  flints  were  to  be  applied.  At 
length  I  law  a  wooden  veflel,  in  which  fome 
barley-meal  had  been  thrown,  filled  with 
water ;  and  the  heated  pebbles  thrown  into 
it  ferved  to  make  it  boil.  It  was  thus  that 
pqr  xnafters  made  a  kind  of  pafte^  which  they 
kneaded  in  their  hands,  and  fwallowed  with- , 
oot  chewing.  As  to  us  flaves,  our  repaft 
confifted  of  the  fame  meal  mixed  up  with 
water ;  it  was  thrown  upon  a  carpet  which 
ferved  our  mafter  to  put  under  his  feet  dur* 
ing  the  prayer^  and  as  a  mattrafs  at  night. 
After  having  for  a  long  while  kneaded  this 
^a(le,hcdelivercd  it  to  me  to  divide  it  with  my 
B  b  4  fellow 
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fellow  flaves.  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive 
how  naufcous  it  was  to  the  taftc.  The  water 
;  with  which  it  was  made,  had  been  procured 
upon  the  fea-fide,  and  then  inclofed  in  a  raw 
goat*s-(kin  J  to  prevent  it  from  corrupting,  a 
kind  of  tar  had  been  put  into  it,  and  had  given . 
it  a  moft  horrid  fmcll.  The  fame  water  was 
given  us  for  our  drink,  and  bad  as  it  was,  in 
very  fmall  quantities. 

The  Arab  whom  I  had  ftruck,- hearing  that 
1  complained,  gave  me  the  remains  of  his 
pafte,  and  told  me  that  the  next  day  we 
ihould  eat  the  goat,  which  had  been  killed 
on  purpofe  for  us,  as  he  had  given  me  to  un- 
derftand  by  his  figns.  I  teftified  to  him,  half 
by  words,  and  half  by  geftures,  my  great  fur- 
prize  at  the  finding  of  thefe  provifions;  and 
he  employed  the  fame  language  to  tell  ine, 
that  the  guide,  who  had  gone  on  before  us, 
had  procured  them  in  a  neighbouring  ham- 
let,  and  had  hid  them  under  ground,  to  con* 
ceal  them  from  the  fight  of  the  Moors,  in 
cafe  any  (hould  pafs  that  way.  Thefe  details 
aftoniflied  me,  but  lefs,  I  muft  confcfs,  than 
to  fee  the  refentment  of  this  Arab  converted 
into  afts  of  kindnefs  and  complaifance.  -When 

our 
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Our  repaft  was  over,  each  of  us  retired  to 
deep  behind  a  bu(h.    . 

As  early  as  the  dawn  of  day,  we  heard  our 
mafters  voices,  ordering  us  to  affemblc  and 
load  our  camels.  After  having' obeyed  them, 
we  continued  our  journey  with  the  fmall 
quantity  of  provifions  that  remained.  It  was 
almoft  noon  when  we  halted  in  a  plain, 
where  we  did  not  find  a  iingle  tree  to  (hade 
us  from  the  rays  of  the  fun,  which  came 
down  perpendicularly  upon  our  heads.  There 
we  were  employed  in  unloading  the  camels, 
and  in  tearing  up  roots  to  make  a  fire,  a  piece 
pf  bufinefs  the  more  difagreeable,  as  in  this 
country  all  the  trees,  roots  and  ihrubs  are  co- 
vered with  thorns.  As  foon  as  the  fire  had 
heated  the  fand,  the  goat  was  entirely  cover* 
ed  with  it,  and  we  continued  to  feed  the 
flames,  while  our  mafters  regaled  themfelves 
with  the  raw  greafe ;  they  even  feemed  to 
confider  it  as  a  great  dainty.  As  foon  as  the 
meat  was  dreffed,  it  was  taken  up;  and  the 
Arabs,  without  giving  themfelves  the  time  to 
take  off  the  fand  that  was  fticking  to  it,  de- 
Vioured  it  with  incredible  voracity.  After 
having  well  gnawed  the  bones,  they  made 

u(e 
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\xk  of  their  nails,  the  better  to  tear  away  the 
Kttle  remaining  flefli ;  they  then  threw  them 
tons,  enjoining  us  to  cat  with  difpatch,  and 
reload  the  camels,  that  we  might  renew  our 
march  without  delay. 

The  fun  was  uear  fetting,  when  by  the 
light  of  its  fiery  rays  (for  in  this  country  the 
fun  alraoft  always  fets  in  a  red  horizon)  we 
difcovercd  tents  fcattered  here  and  there 
upon  a  rifxng  ground,  and  docks  and  herds 
returning  from  pafture.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  camp  we  were  approaching  came  out  in 
crowds  to  meet  us;  but,  far  from  praftifiiig 
th?  kind  laws  of  hofpttality  in  our  regard^ 
they  loaded  us  with  abufe,  and  made  us  fuffer 
the  moft  inhuman  treatment :  two  of  my 
fellows  in  misfortune  wer^  reduced  to  a  moft 
dreadful  flate;  the  women  efpecially,  £ir 
more  ferocious  than  the  men,  took  a  pleafure 
in  tormenting  them.  The  refiftancc  our 
matters  dared,  to  oppofe  was  a  very  feehk 
one ;  they  feemed  on  the  contrary  delighted 
to  fee  that  more  attention  was  paid  to  us  than 
to  the  lading  of  their  camels. 

I  had  removed  to  a  little  diftance  from  mine, 
Mhen  all  oil.  a  fudden,  perceiving  a  man  level 
r  a  double* 
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e double-barrelled  gun*  at  me,  I  prefented  my 
breaft  to  him,  and  bad  him  fire.  This  zOl  of 
firmnefs,  to  which  he  was  no  doubt  little  ac* 
cuftomed,  aflonifhed  him,  and  his  furprize 
contributed  to  flrengtheu  my  idea»  that  an 
appearance  of  not  fearing  thefe  people,  keeps 
them  in  awe.  I  was  walking  up  to  the  man 
in  queftion,  when  a  ilone,  thr9wn  by  an  un- 
known hand,  but  which  I  fufpeded  to  be  that 
of  a  woman,  ilruck  me  on  the  head.  I  was 
ilunned  for  a  moment ;  as  foon  as  I  reco* 
vcred  my  fenfce,  I  fell  into  a  violent  rage, 
and  called  out  for  vengeance.  This  was 
enough  to  fpread  fright  and  terror  among  the 
children ;  and  even  the  favages,  who  were 
come  f>ut  tQ  meet  us,  not  knowing  what 
might  be  the  matter,  took  flight.  One  of 
them,  however,  before  he  retired,  ftruck  me 
on  the  breafi  with  the  butt*endt)f  a  mufket, 
and  made  me  vomit  blood.  If  I  could  have 
idifcovered  the  man  who  dealt  the  blow,  I 
would  have  revenged  myfelf  at  all  events ; 

*  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  pad,  feveral  (hips  going 
on  the  flave>trade  have  been  loft  on  that  coaft  :  the  Arabs 
having  taken  out  the  cargoes,  it  is  not  furprizing  that  ibey 
iliould  have  xnulkets  in  their  poflcffion. 

reduced 
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reduced  as  I  was  to  the  neceflity  ojf  making 
my  complaint,  I  did  it  with  fo  much  vehe- 
mence, that  I  excited  the  curiofity  of  fbmeof 
thefe  monfters.  Thejr  afked  my  matter  who 
I  was.  **  He  is  a  Chriftian,*'  anfwered  he, 
•*  who  muft  needs  be  very  rich.  He  has  a 
great  quantity  of  mulkets,  balls,  flints,  and 
I'carlet  cloth  *•  To  judge  how  much  he  is; 
.  fuperior  to  the  reft,  it  was  fufficiept  for  us  to 
fee  that  he  was  far  more  richly  dreded,  to 
perceive  that  his  linen  was  perfumed  with  a 
very  agreeable  fcent-f-,  and  to  know  that  he 
received  PriiKre  AUicoury,  his  wife,  and  all 
his  retinue  at  his  houfe/' 

I  had  thought  to  avoid  a  great  deal  of  bad 
treatment,  by  faying  that  this  printe  had 
come  to  pay  n>e  a  vifit ;.  and  to  prove  it  I  had 
mimicked  his  buffoons,  who  are  called  egeutns^ 
This  kind  of  farce  pleafed  my  matter  {o 
much,  that  he  made  me  repeat  it  as  often  as 
he  had  an  opportunity/  He  made  ufe  of  this 
little  ttratagem  to  divert  thofe  by  whom  he 

*  He  thought  that  the  ftores  in  the  king's  wareboofes 
belonged  to  me. 

+  Tliis  fccnt  was  nothmg  more  than  Uvcndcr,  of  which 
my  linen  had  rclahicd  the  fmelL 

feared 
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leared  to  be  plundered,  and  to  keep  their  at- 
tention otherwife  engaged.  Scarcely  had  he 
mentioned  my  talent  for  imitating  the  ege- 
ums,  when.  I. was  furrounded  by  men^  wo- 
men, and  children,  who  continually  repeated 
to  me  ganne,  fing*.  As  foon  as  I  had  done^ 
they  made  me  begin  again,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  comply,,  as  Well  to  amufe  them^  as  to  pro- 
cure (why  Ihould  I  not  confefs  it)  a  few 
drops  of  camel's  milk,  the  reward  of  thid 
forry  buffoonery. 

We  ftaid  only  one  day  in  this  canton,  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  however  ill-difpofed  in 
the  beginnings  were  good  enough  to  give  ud 
proviiions  for  three  or  four  days.  The  plains 
we  traveffed  in  advancing  towards  the  eaft, 
were  covered  with  little  pebbles,  as  white  as 
fnow,  and  as  round  and  as  flat  as  a  lentih 
While  walking  we  heard  a  hollow  found  be* 
neath  our  feet^  as  if  the  ground  had  been  ex-* 
cavated.  Thefe  regions  afford  no  variety^ 
the  country  being  entirely  flat,  and  not  pro-* 
^ucing  any  plant  whatever.     The  horizon  is 

*  Thil  nation  is  very  fond  of  Cnging :  they  generally 
irnof  c-dicmfelTC*  i!i|Ui4bip  who  affords  them  this  pleafure. 

there 
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there  obfcured  by  a  reddifh  vapour.  It  hoki 
as  if  there  were  burning  volcanoes  on  every 
fide-  The  little  pebbles  fting  the  feet  like 
fparks  of  fire :  neither  bird,  nor  infed^  is  /eeii 
in  the  air:  a  profound  (ilence^  that  has  fome- 
thing  dreadful  in  it,  prevails*  If  now  and 
then  a  fmall  breeze  arife,  the  traveller  imiae- 
diately  feels  extreme  laffitude;  his  lips  crack, 
iiis  (kin  is  parched  up,  and  little  pimples^  that 
occafion  a  very  painful  fmarting,  cover  his 
body.  Our  conductors,  who  had  advanced 
into  thefc  regions  to  avoid  fome  hordes^  from 
whom  they  would  haVe  had  much  to  fcar^ 
were  not  more  exempt  than  ourfelves  from 
the  ills  wc  fuffercd  in  this  traft  of  country^ 
into  which  the  fierceft  animah  dare  not  ad- 
vehture.  The  rays  of  the  fun  ftruck  upon 
the  pebbles^  and  I  was  afraid  at  every  inftant 
left  the  refledion  fhould  deprive  me  of  iny 
fight. 

Wc  proceeded  from  this  inimehil  plain 
;$nto  a  fecond,  i^hich  the  whid  had  furrowed 
from  diftance  to  diftance  with  a  firm  fand  of 
a  reddifh  colour.  Some  odoriferous  plants 
which  reared  their  heads  above  the  ridges  of 
the  furrows,  were  inftantly  devoured  by  tKe 

camels^ 
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Cftftids^  altnoft  as  fafiiiihed  as  ourfelves.  We 
had  the  good  fortune,  in  quitting  this  fandj 
plain,  to  find  a  bottom  furrounded  with 
mountains,  the  foil  of  which  was  white,  and 
of  a  marly  nature.  It  was  in  this  kind  of 
valley,  at  the  foot  of  fomc  broom,  forming  a 
kind  of  bower  with  its  interwoven  branches, 
that  we  met  with  water  to  quench  our  rag- 
ing thirft.  We  drank  it  with  unfpeakablQ 
pleafure,  although  it  was  very  bitter,  covered 
with  green  mofs,  and  of  a  foetid  fmell. 

^he  evening,  however,  naade  us  amends, 
by  bringing  us  to  a  horde  that  was  encamped 
at  the  diftance  of  a  few  leagues^.  We  there 
met  with  a  very  good  reception,  the  rcted  to 
other  habitations  was  pointed  out  to  us,  and 
we  were  told  that  we  (hould  meet  with  all 
the  neccflafy  affiftahce  to  enable  \is  to  reach 
the  refidence  of  our  mailers.  This  event  was 
the  more  fortunate,  as  our  guides  had  lo^ 
their  way. 

My  mafter's  brothct-in-law,  who  was  one 
of  the  chiefs  of  the  horde,  took  partiquls^r 
Care  of  all  the  flaves.  He  ordered  camePs 
milk,  and  oflrich's  flefh  dried  in  the  fun,  and 
ahopped  up  fmall^  to  be  givien  us.     I  do  not 

.    know 
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know  what  prepMoffefled  hini  in  toy  favotir  } 
but  he  walked  up  to  me^  arid  addrefled  me 
thus:   *^  Unfortunate  Chriftian,  my  brother 
has  been  long  my  debtor,  if  you  will  confent 
to  attach  yourfelf  to  me,  he  and  I  will  fettle 
the  matter  between  us.*'   This  propofal  made 
ine  tremble ;  f5r  it  fecmed  to  threaten  mc 
with  a  long  captivity.     I  was  fo  firmly  per-^ 
fua'ded  that  mine  was  to  be  of  fhort  duration^ 
that  I  fan  in  hafte  to  acquaint  my  maftet 
with  the  intentions  of  his  brother-in-law^ 
and  begged  him  not  to  confeftt  to  any  fiich 
arrangement,     I  gave  him  to  undcrfland  thaC 
my  ranfbm  would  amount  to  more  than  his 
brother  wo\}ld  give  him.     "  Do  not  be  un* 
cafy,"  faid  he,  "  when  you  leave  mc,  it  fhall 
be  to  go  to  Morocco  or  Senegal^  and  tbaC 
fhall   be  ere  long/^     This   hope   filled  my 
heart  with  inexpreflible  joy.     However,  not- 
withftandihg  my  grateful  fenfe  of  Sidy  SeU 
lem's  kind  behaviour,  his  propofal  left  un- 
plcafant  apprehenfions  in  my  mind.    He  per- 
ceived it,  and  told  me  that  I  might  one  day 
repent  the  not  having  accepted  his  offers.     I 
attributed  this  difcourfe  to  his  defire  of  hav- 
ing me  in  his  pofTeffion  :   but  I  afterwards  dif- 
::overed  that  he  had  not  deceived  me. 

Aftec 
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After  diree  days  reft  among  die  Arabs  of 
the  horde  called  Larouifye,  we  fet  ofF  again 
on  our  march,  to  advanpe  further  up  the 
countrj,  where  we  were*  to  find-  the  families 
of  our  CQndu£):ors.  it  was  not  t^ll  af^er  fix«* 
teen  days  of  fatigue,  and  the  moil  dreadful 
want,  that  we  arrived  quite  ipent,  and  almofli 
reduced  to  ikeletons. 

At  fun  rife  we  discovered  a  hamlet  that 
feemed  at  firft  (ight  a  delightful  abode.  Se- 
veral tents  ipread  under  tuftbd  trees,  and  in<- 
numerable  flocks  and  herds  feeding  upon  the^ 
hills^  made  this  place  look  like  the  retreat  of 
happinefs  andpeace ;  but,  on  a  nearer  approach^, 
it  affumed  quite  a  different  appearance.  The 
trees,  of  which  I  had  admired  the  verdant 
foliage,  were  old  gum-trees ;  and  their  boughs 
thick-fet  with  thorns,  rendered  the  ihade 
they  diffufed  about  them  inacceffible.  We 
were  foon  perceived  upon  the  declivity  of  a 
hilt,  which  led  to  the  abode  of  our  nuifters. 

Several  black  flaves,  generally  employed  to 
tend  the  camels,  came  out  to  meet  them,  to 
kifs  their  feet,  and  enquire  about  their  wel- 
fare ;  while  the  children,  at  a  greater  diftance, 
made  the  air  re-echo  with  their  joyful  cries, 
C  c  and 
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and  the  women  ftanding  refpedfuUy  at  die 
entrance  of  their  tents,  waited  for  their  huf* 
bands.  As  they  approached,  their  wives  ad- 
vanced with  a  fubmiffive  air,  laid  their  right 
hand  upon  their  hufbahds'  heads,  Idffed  it, 
andthreiw  thcmfelves  proftrate  on  the  ground. 
This  ceremony  over,  they  caft  on  us  a  look 
of  curioiity,  and  began  immediately  to  load 
us  with  abufe.  The  children,  following  their 
example,  pinched  us,  pulled  out  our  hair,  and 
tore  bur  flefli  with  their  nails.  Their  cruel 
mothers  called  them  fometimes  towards  one 
of  us,  fometimes  towards  another,  and  took  a 
pleafure  in  feeing  us  tormented.  Wretched 
men  that  we.  were !  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
hunger,  and  thirft,  we  had  impatiently  der 
fired  the  moment  of  our  arrival :  could  we, 
alas!  forefee  the  new  tortures  that  awaited 
us.  ^ 

In  the  mean  time  our  mafters  divided  Am' 
(laves.  As  foo'n  as  mine  had  received  the 
careiTes  of  all  his  famtily,  I  afked  him  which 
of  the  women  that  furrounded  him  was  hi» 
favourite :  he  (hewed  her  to  me ;  and  I  ap- 
proached to  give  her  two  handfuls  of  cloves, 
that  he  had  carefully  pre(erved,  on  purpoib 

that 
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that  by  offering  them  to  her,  1  mighf  ztiri^ 
a  more  favourable  notice.  I  knew  that  the 
Moorifli  women  were  paflionately  fond  of 
odours,  particularly  of  that  of  cloves.  How- 
ever, (he  received  my  prefent  with  itifulting 
haughtinefs,  and  drove  me  from  her  tent  with 
contempt.  A  nionient  after^  this  woman, 
the  moft  fpitefiil  I  ever  knew,  arid  hated  by 
all  about  her  on  account  of  the  malignity  of 
her  difpoiition,  cathe  f o  order  Meff.  Devoifei 
Baudre,  and  ifiyfelf,  who  had  fallen  to  her 
hulband's  lot,  to  unload  the  camels,  tof  clean 
a  kind  of  kettle,  and  to  go  and  te(ar  up  roofe 
to  make  a  fire.  While  flie  was  come  to  makd 
knbvVh  her  will  to  Us,  her  dear  hufband  had 
fallen  quietly  afleep  on  the  kdees  of  one  of  his 
cdncubines. 

The  hope  of*  fodn  obtaining  th^  liberty  ^ve 
jHethe-fortituae  neceffary  to  enable  me  to 
bear  the  hard  ulage  bf  this  tyranhical  Woiridri* 
I  fet  off  then  to  make  faggots;  but  how  great 
was  my  diftrcfti  wheh  bh  hiy  returii,  1  faw 
two  of  my  fellows  in  misfortunfe  cruelly 
beaten,  and  ftretchcid  Out  upon  the  farid. 
They  had  been  treated  thus,  bccdufe,  their 
ftfength  being  entirely  cxhaufted,  they  had 
C  c  i  not 
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not  been  able  to  fulfil  the  talk  aiHgned  them* 
I  awaked  my  ihafter  with  redoubled  cries, 
and  though  1  as  yet  fpoke  the  language  but 
imperfeftly,  I  undertook  to  addrcfs  to  him 
the  following  fpeech:  **  Did  you  then  only 
bring  us  here  that  we  might  be  killed  by  your 
cruel  wife  ?  Recoiled  the  promife  you  made 
m? ;  condud  me  without  delay  to  Senegal, 
or  to  Morocco  ;  otherwifc  I  declare  to  yon, 
that,  \yere  it  to  coft  me  my  life,  I  will  have 
you  robbed,  if  I  cannot  do  it  myfelf^  of  all  the 
valuable  effefts*  I  delivered  to  you. '  I  (hall 
eafily  find  a  mafter,  who  will  treat  mc  with 
more  humanity  than  you  dp/* 

The  approach  pf  fevcr^  of  his  neighbours, 
witneffcs  to  the  vehemence  of  my  anger, 
feemed  to  give  great  uneafinefs  to  my  mafter, 
who  WW  afraid,  that  I  ihould  reco\^n^  tJhe 
number  of  the  efFeds  delivered  to  him.  He 
came  to  me,  ^tqok  pie  by  the  arm,  and  puihed^ 
me  haftUy  into  his  tent,  defiringmenot  tomake 
'  fo  much  noifc.  Hie  th^  offered  ii(ie  a  por- 
ringer of  milk  :  **  Carry  it,'*  faid  I,  "  to  my 
companions,  who  are  dying  of  want.*'  He 
apfwered  that  he  was  going  to  give  then\ 
fome,  and  that  he  begged  me  to  be  quiet.  I  then 

(howcd 
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fliowed  him  my  bleeding  and  excoriated 
arms.  "  RecoHefl:/^  faifl  I,  in  my  broken 
language,  "  that  at  the  moment  of  bpr  fhip- 
wreck,  you  exclaimed,  oh  looking  at  my 
hands,  thefe  are  ndt  accuftomed  to  laborious 
work ;  and  yet  you  require  from  me  the  hlardeft 
kboUr.  Your  countrymen  experience  very  dif- 
ferent treatment  in  my  country.'*  Hewasaftb* 
niihed  to  hear  that  Moors  e vir  went  to  France; 
**  We  will  talk  of  that  another  time,"  repli- 
ed he ;  *^  in  the  mean  while  do  not  defpond, 
I  will  take  as  much  care  of  y6u,  as  of  my  own 
fon.  I  forbid  you,"  ^ddbd  he  to  his  wife, 
**  to  require  him  to  do  the  leaft  hard  work,  as 
I  forbid  him  to  obey  you.  Let  fbmc  barley 
be  boiled  for  thefe  (laves,  1  ihall  come  ere 
Idhg  to  fee  if  my  orders  hiave  been  executed.'* 
From  that  moment  I  became  the  objed  of 
the  favourite-s  mod  implacable  hatred. 

The  end  of  Auguft  was  approaching  feft, 
without  my  feeing  the  fmalleft  travelling  pre- 
parations. I  had  already  aiked  Sidy  Maham- 
met  what  he  was  waiting  for  to  conduct  ipe  to 
Senegal.  Heanfwered  that  he  was  looking  out 
for  two  ftout  and  vigorous  camels,  that  might 
be  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  the  journey, 
Cc  3  and 
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9nd  that  we  ihould  fet  off  as  fbon  as  he 
pould  propurp  them.  I  was  the  more  defi- 
rous  of  jpxpjedition,  as  the  iiights  began  to  be 
yer/  pod ;  and  thp  abundant  dew  wetted  us  be? 
hind  the  bufhest  which  fejryed  ^s  for  a  retreat ; 
it  is  true  we  found  a  refburco  in  this  de^v^, 
iince  by  fcooping  it  up  in  our  hands  fron}  off 
our  naked  bodies^  it .  helped-  to  quench  ouf 
thirft,  the  r^ge  of  vvhich  was  not  diroiniflied 
by  t|ie  coolnefs  of  the  night ;  and  this  was  a 
drink  we  preferred .  to  oui:  urinq,  to  .which 
}ve  were  very  ofton  reduced, 

I  fpoke  ^  fecqnd  time  to  my  mafter,  whp 
jnfwere^  in  fuch  ^  way,  ^s  to  perfuade  iqc^e  of 
every  thing  l|e  "thoqght  proper.  "  Do  you 
t:hink,"  faid  he,  **  that  it  is  ppflible  to  travel 
in  fuch  ho(  weather  \yithout  p/ovi|}OQS,  and 
;^bove  all  y/ithout  wfter  r  W^  i}io\|ld  alfq 
meet  with  great  difficulty  ia^gejtiiig  to  Scqc^ 
^al,  the  river  thqt  furrouqij:!^  itj  having  .over- 
flowed all  the  plains ;  v/p  flhww^id  iikewifehavj^ 
t9aronto  fear  the  Arabs  of^hq  hqrdc  of  Trarr 
gea,whQ  areourenemiesk  I  tell  you  the  truth/' 
added  he,  ,*f  \ye  (hall  be  obliged  to  wait  till 
the  month  of  0£lober.  At  that  period  the 
rain  will  water  our  dcferts,'  and   procure  u? 

pafture 
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pafturc  for  our  camels.  It  would  be  impof- 
fible  otherwife  to  find  fubfiftcnce  for  them 
during  fo  long  a  journey."  I  was  fully  fen- 
fiWc  of  the  propriety  of  this  reafoniiig,  and 
refigned  myfelf  patiently  to  my  fate. 

The  fiimiflied  flocks  could  no  longer  find 
pafture ;  and  in  the  evening  on  their  return^ 
the  ewes  and  goats  te'ought  back  their  udders 
almoft  empty.  It  was  their  milk,  however; 
and  that  of  the  camels,  that  was  to  ferve  as 
the  fupport  of  a  numerous  family.  Let  any 
one  Judge,  from  this,  how  much  our  portion 
was  diminished. .  In  puf  quality  of  Chriftians, 
the  very  dogs  were  preferred  to  us,  and  it 
was  in  their  difhes  that  we  received  our 
fi:anty  allowance. 

One  day  the  keeper  of  the  camels  cried 
out,  that  it  was  a  (hame  for  him  to  ferve  a 
mafter  weak  enough  not  to  impofe  that  ta^c 
upon  his  (laves.  His  favourite  woman  did 
not  fail  to  back  this  complaint,  f^  that  her 
huiband,  who  had  long  made  me  his  dupe,  per-^ 
fuaded  me  alfo  that  to  prevent  the  others  from 
murmuring,  it  was  neceflary  that  Baudre 
fhould  take  upon  him  that  care,  as  being  the 
youngeft.     Soon  after  I  was  likewife  obliged 

C  c  4  to 
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to  tend  the  iewes  and  g(>aA9t  Mt  D^vai^,  oa 
account  jof  bis*  age»  ^dd .  'bad  henteh^  was  ex- 
empt fromall laborious  ^fervitude ;  but  he  Was; 
only  tbe  more  ito  be  pkied,  as  he  wm  fQv  ever 
expofed  te  bad.  itreatfxiet^t  frpm  <lhe  ^er«el 
jArahs*  frOQi  wb^^.  preiibfice  I  W9»  happy  to 
be.remavied  by  myn^v  eaipl^^yincBt.-  ,  . 

Qai^  <Y^fii9g9  when.  I  was  doming  back 
yrith  roy;fl.ock,  one  of  my  ewes,  bron^t  fortfc 
a  lamb  upon  the  declivity  of  a  hill.  I  tfiok  it 
in  my.armsi  and  carried  :<t  w^th  eqittl  bafte 
and  care  to  my  maftcr!$  f:avx>virite.  I  prcient-? 
ed  it  to  her»9s  iboa^S:!  peipeiivedher,  thinkT 
ing  fhe  would  roceii^e^t  with  the  fame  plea^ 
fure  file,  bad  always  teftified  on  -iimilar  occa- 
iions.  I  aiked  her  at  the  fame  time  if  ihe 
would  give  me  the  firft  of  the  ooother's  milk,, 
according  to  their  cuflomof  giving  it  to  him 
who  has  *  the  care  of  the.  flopk.  By  way  of  an- 
fw^r,  £he  ihrew  a  kiiiie  at  my  legs,  drove  mc 
out  of  her  tent  with  ccmieqapt,  and  loaded  me 
with  abufe.  Her  hulband^  witntfstoUids  bru- 
tality, came  and  told  me,  that  he  would  make 
me  amends  by  giving  rnea  larger  quantity  of 
milk.  1  had  always  believed  in  the  iiticerity 
of  his  promifes ;  but  how  great  was  my  afto- 

niihment 
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nifliment,  in  paffing  behind  the  tent,  to  hear 
the  villain  laughing  with  his  wife  at  the  bio  w 
ihc  had  juft  given  me.  I  was  much  incenf- 
ed ;  but  nothing  could  equal  my  anger  in  the 
evening,  when,  on  going  to  fetch  the  milk 
he  had  prothifi^d  me,  I  fdw  the  Moorifh  wo^ 
man.  come:  in  a  rage  to  fnatch  it  out  of  my 
hands,  that  ihe  might  give  one  half  of  it  to 
her  dog. 

We  vreVe  drawing  near  the  end  of  Oftober, 
and  not  a  dl-op  of  water  had  as  yet  fallen.  My 
iituation  became  more  wretched  every  day, 
I  had  nothing  but  a  forry  bit  of  packing  cloth 
round  my  AVkift ;   I  was  abandoned  by  all  the 

world Men  of  feeling  minds  !   tranfport 

yourfelves  for  a  moment  to  my  defcrt,  and 
you  will  no  longer  think  it  impofSble  to  fhed 
tears  of  blood. 

The  plains,  the  vallies,  every  thing  was 
parched  up,  and  nothing  remained  for  the 
nourifhmenit  of  the  cattle:  the  feafon  was 
far  advanced  ;  the  month  of  December  was 
begun,  the  period  at  which  the  rain  generally 
ceafes  till  Oftober.  For  three  years,  the 
heavens  had  refufed  this  favour  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  deferts.     Were  we  going,  by 

a  fourth 
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a  fourth  year  of  drought,  to  be  expofed  to  the 
moil  dreadful  waat,  and  to  inevitable  death? 
A  univcrfal  defolation  prevailed/  when  an 
Arab^frbm  a  diftant  country  came  to  tell  us, 
that  abundant  rains  had  fallen  in  fevetal  can* 
tons.  Joy  immediately  fucceeded  to  fear  and 
grief;  every  one  rolled  up  his  tent ;  and  aU  fct 
off  together  for  the  newly  watered  country. 
It  was  the  thirtieth  time  that  we  changed  our 
abode,  and  that  oor  fatigue  was  renewed ;  for 
thefe  hordes  feldom  remain  more  than  twelve 

'  or  fifteen  days  in  the  fame  encampment.  I 
was  always  employed  to  fct  up  and  fpread  the 
tents,  and  load  the  baggage.  Often  I  was 
cWiged  to  carry  heavy  burthens  to  relieve 
the  camels  ;  and  I  thought  myfelf  happy  if 
the  flocks  followed  in  good  order,  and  did  not 
give  me  the  trouble  of  coUefting  them. 
My  fellows  in  misfortune  were  fo  exbauft* 

-  cd,  that  they  could  do  nothing;  all  the  work 
confequently  fell  upon  me,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  divide  with  them  the  furplus  of  food  that 
I  procured  by  endeavouring  to  make  myfelf 
wfcful ;  for  the  Arabs  let  theiji  w^nt  for  every 
thing, 

•  At  length  we  arrived  at  this  place  fo  moch^ 

defired. 
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flefired^  from  whence  I  hoped  foon  to  fet  off 
to  enjoy  my  liberty ;  but  my  maftcr,  who  till 
then  had  combined  the  moft  perfuafive  lan- 
guage with  the  blackeft  deceit,  ceafcd  to 
diflbmble,  aind  made  me  fuffer  the  moft  hof  • 
riblc  tyranny; 

We  were  encamped  on  fand  fo  wet,  that 
(l^c  pipre  preffure  of  our  bodies  made  the 
jvatar  fpringup  in  comfiderable  quantities.  We 
/houldhave  thought  ourfelves  fupremely  hap- 
py, if  we. had  an  ofier  mattofleep  upon,  and  a 
^ick  WQoUen  carpet  with  a^long  nap  to  cover 
us;  but  among  the  Arabs  themfelves,  none  but 
the  rich  enjoy  fuch  luxury.  During  the  night 
fuch  a  carpetfervcs  to  wrap  up  a  whole  fa- 
mily. ^^  Sidy  Mahammet/^  faid  I  to  my  maf- 
tcr, *^  fee  whethipr  it  be  poflibleforme  to  live 
in  fuch  places  ?  Let  me  lie  under  your  teut. 
I  fufier  too  much  from  the  cold  during  the 
night;  the.  ground  on  which  you  make  me 
Aeep  is  tQO  wet.  I  made  your  fortune ;  you 
promifed  through  gratitude  to  treat  me  like 
your  child*  and  yet  you  abandon  me  !" — "  It 
is  true,''  anfwered  he,  *'  that  I  promifed  you 
my  friendihip,  and  I  am  going  at  this  mo- 
pfient  to  give  you  aji  extraordinary  proof  of  it* 

You 


596  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

You  fajr  that  your  (ituatbn  is  rtry '  wretclied  ; 
but  it  will  AifU  be  muoh  wotft  than  70a 
think*  Do  you  know  what  id  the  fate  rt^ 
fervcd  for  you  ?  Fire  and  flathe  await  yoo^ 
to  torpient  you  to  all  eternity.  Do  you  «i- 
derftand  your  own  religion  ?*'  I  imtneditttly 
tmdertook  to  explain  to  him  alt  its  excellence. 
After  having  liflened  to  me  for  foAe  time^ 
he  retired,  faying,  **  that  he  preferred  a  bowl 
of  buttermilk  to  all  the  abfurdtties  I  had  been 
uttering.**  Alas !  there  are  no  torments  that 
this  fanatical  prieft  did  not  make  me  undtfp^^ 
to  oblige  me  to  embrace  his  religkm. 

McfTieurs  Devoife  and  Baudf6,  who  bad 
heard  this  converfation,  (which  I  have  much 
abridged)  exprefied  to  me  the  fatisfaStion  they 
felt  at  it.  They  flattered  themfelvt§  it  Would 
in  fome  degree  foften  thq  rigour  of  their  fituft* 
tion.  The  hour  of  milking  tte  camels  being 
come,  I  was  called  to  receive  my  pcMrtioi>,  and 
that  of  my  companions.  On  feeing  that 
they  were  larger  than  ufual,  I  thought  thai 
my  liiorality  had  indeed  operated ;  but  oa 
tafting  it,  we  perceived  that  the  augmenta^ 
tion  was  nothing  but  rain  water^  of  which 
the  dofe  was  every  day  fo  mi^ch  i^creaied» 

that 
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that  we  k^d  (oon  nothing  t>ut  water  a  little 
wtHt«n<^4  with  milk,  which  weakened  us  to 
an  incfd^ihl^  degre?,  and  reduced  us  ta  the 
hard  iieceility  of  feeking  our  food  widi  the 
^ttle«  The  wild  plants  thali  they  trod  undisf 
foot,  and  raw  faaUa^  were  from  that  time  aU 
Q|K){1  oOrqnlj  aliment  till  the  moment  of  our 
deliveraQce.  It  behov^  us  however  to  pre« 
pare  fof  new  &tigue3.  I  was  charged  to  yoke 
th<^  camek  ta  the  plough,  to  till  the  ground^ 
and  to  fow  the  feed ;  and  my  mafter,  not  con- 
tented with  employing  me  in  his  own  fervice, 
hired  me  out  to  otiier  Arabs  for  a  portion  of 
milk.  I  ftould  infaUibly  have  fallen  a  vldim 
to  fatigue^  if,  from  time  to  time,  I  had  not 
purloined  a  few  handfuLs  of  barley ;  and  it  is 
to  this  theft,  very  juftifiable,  I  think,  that  I 
qwe  my  prefervatioh.   . 

**  You  fee,*'  faid  I  to  my  matter,  *<  with 
what  fubmifiion  I  do  every  kind  of  work. 
I  make  faggots,  I  churn  butter,  I  tend  the 
flocks,  I  pull  up  roots,  I  prepare  camel's 
hair  fer  your  wife  to  Ipin,  I  till  the  earth,  I 
do  every  thing  in  a  word  that  you  require  of 
me ;  I  ferve  you  after  having  enriched  you, 
and  you  do  not  deign  to  give  me  a  few  rags 

to 


39?  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

to  cover  mc  !** — Other  Arabs  more  comjiai^ 
fionate  than  he,  and  ever  jealous  of  his  pof* 
iefiing  my  jewels,  which  they  confidered  as 
meAimabley  one  day  made  him  the  fame  re- 
proach, which  induced  him  to  fend  for  me, 
and  to  a(k  ifatMogador,  which  they  callSai-2 
ra,  **  a  good  ranfom  would  be  given  for  each 
of  us?'*  .**  I  told  him  he  fliould  be  fatisfied." 
— "  In  that  cafe,**  replied  he,  **  you  may 
a(k  a  Jewifh  merchant  who  is  to  call  here 
to-morrow  to  give  you  fomc  paper,  and  I  per- 
mit you  to  write  to  thofe  from  whom  you 
expert  affiftancc.  The  Hebrew  merchant* 
called,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  which  I  addrefTed 
to  the  conful  at  Soira,  or  if  there  ihould  noC 
be  one  there,  to  the  perfbn  Who  might  reprc- 
fent  him.  I  begged  him  to  commiferate  our 
ills,  and  to  afford  us  the  fpeiedieft  remedy.  I 
pointed  out  the  heft  and  fafeft  metms  of  fend- 
ixig  in  queft  of  us,  and  the  only  one  that 
could  procure  us  a  fpecdy  deliverance.^  This 

*  The  Jews  born  in  the  defcrt  lite  nearly  in  iht  fsatk6 
manner  as  the  Arabs ;  but  thofe  who  hlhabit  the  towns  are 
more  rigid  obfcrvers  of  the  law  of  Mofes. 

t  If  ever  the  French  governDient,  or  any  other,  re- 
ceive information  of  the  Ibfs  of.  a  rcflel  in  thefe  btitud^s^ 
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letter  oace  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ifraelite,  I  thought  myfelf  already  free  :  Alas  ! 
how  didniy  hopes  deceive  me  ! 

A  Moorifli  girl,  whoie  flocks  often  fed 
in  coaipany  with  mine,  convinced  me  of  my 
error,  by  making  me  acquainted  with  the 
real  charafter  of  Sidy  Mahammet.  "  If  he  had 
dared/*  faid  ihe,  "he  would  not  have  treated 
you  better  thaa  your  companions :  perhaps 
he  would  even  have  taken  you  afide  to  mur- 
der you,  fo  little  is  he  averfe  to  the  commif- 
iion  of  crimes ;  but  he  fears  you  almofl  as 
much  as  he  does  his  two  brothers,  who 
have  taken  a  ftrong  liking  to  you.  If  he  has 
promifed  to  give  you  your  liberty,  *tisonly  to 
amufe  you;  he  will  neyer.dare  remove  from 
hence,  for  fear  Moulem  Adaram  (hould  have 
him  taken,  feized,  and  rob  him  of  all  you 
gave  him  ;  uay,  perhaps  of  his  life. 

it  would  be  advifeable  for  its  agents,  either  at  Mogador,  or 
Tangier,  to  addrefs  themfclvcs  to  a  Jew  cf  the  name  of 
Aaron,  who  refides  at  Gouadnum.  This  Jew  fends  his 
cmiflaries  to  the  different  parts  of  Africa,  to  reclaim  the 
crews  of  fhipwrccked  vciTels.  This  advice,  didatcd  by  hu- 
manity, is  the  beft  that  can  be  followed. 

This 
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This  Moulem  Adaram  *  was  Ibntottie 
emperor.  Having  heard  a  vague  account  of 
the  effefts  I  had  brought  with  me,  he  ima- 
gined that  I  was  a  very  rich  Chriftian,  and 
came  in  coniequence  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues  to  purchafe  me*  I  was  fortunate 
enough  however  never  to  belong  td  this  cruel 
priace,  who  had  revolted  againft  his  father. 

My  coriverfation  with  the  Mooriih  girl 
made  roe  defpair  of  ever  feeing  my  country 
again.  This  wrung  my  heart ;  I  feil  into 
the  deepeft  de(pondency ;  and  from  that  day 
I  experienced  nothing  but  new  fubjefts  of 
chagrin. 

I  no  longer  met  in  the  fields  with  my  fel- 
lows in  misfortune.  I  regretted  particularly 
the  company  of  the  Captain ;  I  was  accuftom- 
ed  to  it,  and  I  found  a  kind  of  confolation  ik 
.  talking  with  him  of  our  fufierings,  and  of  otir 

•  McfSeurs  Soret,  (one  of  my  clerks)  Pinjon,  Surgeon 
of  the  fliip  Les  deux  yAn/Vj'Briffieurej  and  Jean,  failors,  fuf- 
fered  the  mod  cruel  treatment  from  this  barbai-ous  prince. 
Sometimes  they  were  beat  with  fticks,  and  fbmetimes  their 
fleth  was  mangled  with  daggers.  Burning  brands  and  red 
hot  irons  were  more  than  once  empk>yed  to  torment  tbetai« 
Monfieur  Soret,  whofe  fears  will  atteft  the  truth  of  what 
I  advance,  is  ftill  to  be  found  at  Nantz. 

hopes. 
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,  Kopes  of  foon  rcturniug  to  our  native  coun- 
try. One  evening,  when  the  coolnefs  of  the 
weather  had  invited  my  camels  to  ftray  fur- 
ther than  ufual,  I  was  obliged  to  follow  thertl 
to  a  neighbouring  hamlet.  Heaven  !  w  hat  a 
horrible  fpedade  met  my  eyes  1  the  wretched 
Captain,  fcarcely  to  be  known  but  by  the 
colour  of  his  body,  was  ftretched  out  upon 
the  land.  He  had  in  his  mouth  one  of  his 
hands,  which  his  extreme  weaknefs  had 
doubtlefs  prevented  him  from  gnawing.  Hun- 
ger had  fo  disfigured  him,  that  his  corpfc 
was  frightful  to  behold ;  all  his  features  were 
abfolutely  obliterated. 

A  few  days  after  the  fecond  Captain,  un- 
able any  longer  to  fupport  his  exceffive  weak- 
nefs, fell  fenfelefe  under  a  gum  tree,  where 
he  lay  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  an  enormous 
ferpent.  The  famiflied  ravens,  hovering 
over  their  prey,  frightened  away  the  venom- 

•  0U8  animal  with  the  noife  of  their  cries,  and 
darting  on  the-  body  of  the  defencelefs  vidlim, 
immediately  began  their  voracious  rcpaft. 
Four  of  the  favages,  ftill  mpre  cruel  than 
thefe  ferocious  birds  ot  prey,*  witnefled  this 
horrid  fcene  with  indifference,  and  without 
D  d  making 
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makiftg  the  leaft  etfart  to  aflbfd  afliftftijiic  to 
the  unhappy  fuiFerer.  I  ran  t6war&s  tht 
Jpot,  encouraged  by  the  hope  that  m^  endea- 
vours to  fave  him  might  not  prove  altogethcf 
uiefTei^ual,  whett  I  was  flopped  by  thefe  bar- 
barians, who  infulted  faie  by  faying,  •*  That 
Chriftian  is  about  to  be  burnt  in  the  flamcis.'* 
1  turned  from  this  place  of  horror,  without 
knowing  whither  I  went,  and  infenfibly  fol* 
lowed  my  camels  and  fheep,  whotil  it  would 
have  been  impo(iible  for  me  to  conduA  to  the 
fold.  My  agitation  was  extreme ;  involtift- 
tary  tears  flowed  apace,  and  the  moft  lalarm- 
ing  apprehenfions  aWakene'd  the  keeneft  fenfc 
of  forrow  in  my  breaft.  Oft  my  afrrival  at 
the  tent,  1  was  infenfible  to  every  thirig 
around  me,  imagination  ftiil  prefenting  to 
my  view  the  devouring  animals  bearing  aivay 
the  mangled  flefli  of  hiy  unfortunate  com- 
panion. My  mafter,  ftrutk  with  the  vi^iM- 
'nefs  of  my  afpfe^l:,  eagerly  enquired  '^fc 
caufe.  "  Go,*'  replied  I,  **^  little  diftancc 
from  hence,  go  and  t'ontfetttplate  what  Hij 
cruelty,  aided  by  that  of  thy  wife,  has  beeti 
the  means  of  producing.  Thou  haft  fulkred 
my  aflbciate  in  mifery  to  expire,  by  inha- 

manljr 
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Bianly  refofiag  him  the  fmall  quantity  of 
inailk  noccflary  for  fubfiftcnce,  becaufc  his 
emaciated  condition  and  ill  ftate  of  health 
tendered  him  iiM^apable  of  working  any  lon- 
ger. Reduced  to  this  fituation,  it  was  yo)Lir 
duty^  it .  was  your  intereft^  to  cherifh  him^ 
and  adminiiler  to  his  afflidion  fuch  comfort 
as  you  had  power  to  beftow.**  When  I  had 
done  fpeaking  to  my  mafter^  I  endeavoured 
to  conceal  my  tears^  which,  had  they  been 
obfea-vcd,  would  only  have  excited  the  laugjji* 
Icr  of  thefe  monfters,  who  infultingly  d^- 
fired  me  to  go  and  feek  for  the  blood-ftain^d 
girdle  of  the  wretched  victim  of  their  barba* 
l:ity«  Fired  with  indignation  at  fo  deteflable 
b  propofition,  my  heart  fickened  ;  aqd.tb^ 
fern  which  the  urgent  calls  of  hunger  had 
forced  me  to  eat,  occafioned  the  moft  paififul 
vomitings,  followed  by  an  almoft  univerfal 
iafiitude.  I  had  however  ftrength  enough  to 
j^ire  behind  a  bu£h,  where  I  found  another 
of  my  unfortunate  countrymen.  He  alked 
.  me  the  caufe  of  my  uneafinefsj  and  whether 
I  l^ad  feen  Baudre  ?  "He  is  at  no  great  dif- 
■  tapce/*  anfwered  I ;  for  I  could  not,  neither 
\m,I  willing ^,to  tell  him  any  thing  further ; 
D  d  2  but 
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but  the  fifter  of  our  maftcr,  who  brought  hitn 
his  milk,  faid,  "  Do  you  know  that  at  ihig 
moment  the  ravens  are  devouring  the  entrails 
of  Baudre  ?  A  (imilar  fate  awaits  you,  for  you 
arc  fcarccly  good  for  any  thing  elfe."  Not- 
withftanding  my  extreme  weaknefs,  I  could 
willingly  have  replied  to  this  tygrefs,  but  was 
reftrained  by  the  fear  of  ftill  more  agitating 
the  feelings  of  my  comrade.  Had  my  cou-» 
rage  allowed  me  to  difclofe  poor  Baudre  s  fate 
on  firft  obferving  him,  I  might  perhaps  have 
foftened  the  recital  of  his  melancholy  cataf^ 
trdphe  ;  but  it  was  now  too  latc^  and  I  could 
only  accord  with  the  overflowings  of  his  fym* 
pathetic  tcindernefs,  by  mingling  my  tears 
with  thofe  which  fell  from  him. 

My  health,  which  had  hitherto  miracu« 
loufly  fuftained  me  under  the  fevereft  pref- 
fures  of  difficulty  and  difeafe,  now  yielded 
^to  their  painful  inflidiohs,  and  every  d^y  an- 
nounced frefli  fymptoms  of  its  rapid  decline^ 
Already,  like  the  poifonous  reptiles  of  this 
inhofpitable  climate,  I  had  twice  caft  my 
flcin  ;  but  the  pungency  of  my  grief  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  third  change,  finding  my  body 
covered,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprefliois 

with 
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With  a  kind  of  fcurf  or.fcale,  refembling  the 
natural  coating  of  the  Arabs.  My  feet,  mi- 
Icrably  wounded  by  thorns,:  afforded  but  a 
tottering  fupport  to  my  exhaufted  body  ;  and 
the  wanton  crueUy  of  their  favage  diverfioiv, 
in  frequently  fetting  dogs  to  purfue  me,  from 
whofe  jaws  I  could  never  extricate  myfelf 
before  I  had  felt  the  feverity  of  their  fangs, 
all  contributed  to  my  incapacity  of  longer 
tending  the  camels.  But,  to  compleat  my 
misfortune,  towards  the  end  of  February  and 
beginning  of  March,  the  exceffive  heats  had 
dried  up  the  water  we  found  in  the  canton, 
and  not  a  drop  of  rain  had  fallen  to  nourifli 
the  ground  which  1  had  tilled  and  fown.  A$ 
pafturage  for  our  cattle  could  no  longer  be 
found,  they  were  on  the  point  .of  periftiing, 
when  the  two  tribes  of  the  Labdeffeba  and 
Ouadelims,  after  having  held  feparate  delibe* 
rations,  refolved  to  go  in  fearch  of  lands  oc- , 
cupied  by  a  m.ore  induftrious  people  thaa 
themfeli^es. 

The  Ouadelims  carried  their  ravages  as  far 

as  Gouadrium,  three  hundred  leagues  diftant 

from  the  place  of  our  encampment.     Several 

Jiordcs  of  )the  Labdeffeba,  of  a  lefs  roving  dif- 

Dd3  pofition. 
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pofitioD^  ftaid  behind ;  and  as  thdr  numbeii 
were  inconfiderable,  they  found  fubflftaicc 
for  their  flocks  in  the  neighbouring  cantonSt 
They  killed  and  eat  feveral  fheep,  and  conti* 
nned  living  in  this  manner  till  the  etird  of 
the  following  month,  the  period  deftined  for 
our  departure  from ,  the  dcfcrts,  where  the 

/  moft  frightful  mifery  menaced  the  diftiidflre4 
inhabitants. 

Such  was  the  fad  fituation  of  things,  when 
by  chance  we  met  an  Arab,  who  had  a  ChriA 
tian  flave  in  his  fuite,  whom  1  recolleftcd  to 
have  been  the  baker  belonging  to  our  veflel. 
The  Arab  offered  to  fell  him  to  my  mafter  at 
t  very  low  price ;  and  the  latter,  who  con- 
cerned himfelf  very  little  as  to  the  means  of 
our  fupport,  readily  ofiered  a  camel  for  this 
new  (lave.  The  bargain  being  concluded,  he 
was  charged  with  the  work  of  my  ufual  em* 
ploymcnt.  The  interval  of  leiful%  I  derived 
from  this  relief,  contributed  in  fome  meafurc 
to  the  recovery  of  my  flrength.  The  un- 
happy baker  will  dearly  purchafe  bis  fubfift- 
ence  ;  but  I  will  not  anticipate  the  impending 

.  mifery  of  his  condition. 

After  having  eaten  up  all  the  fiiiaHs  which 

'  were 
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were  found  in  our  circuit,  we  lived  upon  the 
carcafcs  of  iheep  who  either  died  of  hunger 
or  difcafe.  But  thcfe  cafualties  not  adequately 
fuf)plying  our  nepeffities,  we  came  to  the  re- 
solution of  fmothering  feveral  young  kids  in 
the  night  time,  knowing  that  our  maflers 
would  rcjeft  their  carcafes,  as  their  lavy  doe? 
not  permit  them  to  eat  the  fleih  of  any  ani- 
fnal  that  has  not  expired  under  the  knife. 

By  our  frequent  recourfe  to  this  artful  ex- 
||edient|  death  became  common  among  our 
flocki^t  9nd  it  W9S  obferved  that  thofe  kids 
which  appeared  the  moft  healthy  in  the  even- 
ing when  they  were  affembled,  were  gene- 
rally found  dead  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. Thi$  circumAance  awakening  the  fuf- 
picion  of  our  mailers,  we  were  at  length  dif- 
crovered  in  the  cofpmiflion  of  the  faft.  Wf 
^owever  efcaped  puniihrnent,  though  not 
•without  yeat  abuie,  and  the  inti^nidatin^ 
menaces  of  death,  fhould  we  be  again  found 
^ilty  of  fimilar  offences.  It  was  therefore 
})eceflary  for  us  to  concert  piew  me^ns  for 
iour  fupport.  Thanks  to  my  good  conftitu- 
tioi),  I  foon  recovered  flrength  enough  to 
enable  me  |o  ffu)^  ^ggots>  which  I  had  nQt 
Dd4  the 
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the  leaft  difficulty  in  difpofing  of,  it  being 
ttfe  cuftom  of  this  country  not  to  extinguifh 
the  fire  during  the  night,  and  the  wonaen, 
to  whom  the  care  of  the  family  is  configned, 
being  too  idle  to  cut  wood  for  themfclvcs. 
By  this  little  traffic  my  own  mifery,  as  well 
aj  that  of  poor  M.  Devoife,  who  was  then 
V^ry  ill,  \icve  confiderably  alleviated. 

One  morning,  when  I  was  preparing  to 
purfue  my  daily  occupation,  my  unfortunate, 
friend,,  in  a  hcillow  and  enfeebled  voice,  ad*- 
drelTed  me  thus  :— *'  The  flattering  iJiufion 
can  no  more  fuftain  :  till  now  the  enlivening 
hope  of    again   feeing   my   native  country^ 
gleamed  a  ray  of  comfort  to  my  mind  aosudft 
the  horrors  of  flavery,  the  pain  of  hunger, 
and  the  afflidlion  of  difeafe.     But,  alas !  ia 
vain ;  exhaufted  Nature  forewarns  me  of  a 
more  awful  change  ;  and  this  evening,  my 
friend,  (for  well  you  deferve  that  name)  fliall 
you  find  me  within  the  ioy  arms  of  Death, 
FJy,  my  dear  Briffon,  fly  this  hateful  abode.-;  I 
let  the  vigour  of  your  tnind  be  exerted- to-^fiat-.. 
ciUt^te  the  means  of  your  cfcape,  and  Feg&v' 
the  liberty  you  have  loft.     You  mzy  yet  hcL 
the  happy  poffeffor  of  an^nviabib  ^tc^  aftdt' 
r .  your 
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yocir  prefent  fufferings  but  heighten  the  fclU 
city  of  future  enjoyment ;  and  in  that  laft 
moment  when  I  refign  my  foul  to  Heaven's; 
prbteflion,  (hall  my  prayers  be  offered  Tor 
your  fafe  return  to  the  embraces  of  your  dit* 
confolate  family.  Adieu,  my  friend;  the 
tears  you  labour  to  fupprefs  are  additional 
proofs  of  your  attachment.  Write  to  my 
brother ;  tell  him  that  with  my  laft  breath 
I  mentioned  his  name,  and  died,  as  we  had 
lived,  in  the  true  principles  of  Chriftianity. 
Farewell — my  end  is  nearer  than  I  thought 
•—I  die." — And,  to  my  unfpeakable  forrow, 
at  that  inftant  he  reiigned  his  breath,  and 
terminated  his  fufferings.   . 

Some  children  witneffing  the  caufc  of  my 
diftrefs,  eagerly  reported  it  throughout  the 
hamlet.  My  matter's  fifter  came  to  the 
place,  but  quickly  retired,  laughing  heartilyt 
and  obferving  with  the  moft  perfeft  indiffe- 
rence, that  his  portion  of  milk  would  be 
faved.  Several  neighbours,  who  I  thought 
were  moved  to  compaffion  by  my  groans, 
wiihed  me  to  leave  the  body  of  the  deceafed. 
They  offered  me  milk,  but  at  the  fame  time 
unfeelingly  derided  ray  grief,  "  Wherefore,'* 

faid 
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laid  l»  ^^  do  you  condemn  thefe  tribu^^ 
ttears  to  the  memory  of  my  departed  friend  i 
Himr  often  have  I  fcen  you»  in  circumflances 
left  affeding  than  mine,  roll  yourfelves  in  the 
dtti^»  and  your  eyes  bathed  in  tears,  yield  ta 
aU  the  pungency  pf  bitter  grief  and  unavail^ 
jng  forrow  ?  Do  you  imaging  we  arc  left 
gifted  with  the  tender  feelings  of  humanity  ? 
Undeceive  yourfelves  ;  ip  trouble  we  are  all 
friends  and  .brethren/'  Here  I  ceafcd  ipeak- 
i»g^  it  being  impoiiible  for  me  to  continue 
longer  in  the  prefence  of  thefe  beings,  who 
differed  only  in  fti^pe  frqm  thefavage  tyrants 
of  the  wood^  and  were  infinitely  more  to  b^ 
dreaded* 

.  Although  I  hud  only  epjoypd  the  acqiiafnt-. 
^RCe  of  M.  Devoife  fince  oyr  departure  frooi 
France^  the  gentlenefs  of  his  difpofitilpQ^  the 
evennefs  of  his  temper,  and  perhaps  {k\\[  more 
the  fimilarity  of  our  fituation^  b^d  liBkc4  u* 
fp  clofely  in  the  bonds  of  friend&ip,  that  I 
moft  feelingly  deplored  his  lo/s,  I  now  re^ 
joined-  my  only  furviving  companion  in  \\ifi 
J^elds,  with  wiiom  I  went  to  tesud  the  iiof )w, 
a  talk  which. from  the  fwrcity  q£  pftftwaso^ 
bpi^ame  more  troublefome  ev^rj  4*^^    , ,,:. 

On 
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On  our  return,  we  were  ordered  to  dig  a 
very  deep  grave,  to  hide,  as  the  Arabs  termed 
it,  the  remains  of  this  Chriftian  from  the 
fight  pf  their  children.  We  performed  thi^ 
lafl:  fad  duty  with  much  forrow  and  difli^ 
culty ;  for  being  too  weak  to  carry  the  body, 
we  were  obliged  to  drag  it  by  the  feet  near 
three-quarters  of  a  league  ;  and  fome  part  of 
the  earth  I  had  thrown  up  round  the  grave 
having  given  way,  I  fell  in  iirft,  apd  thought 
I  ihould  have  expired  under  the  weight  of 
iny  lifelefs  comrade.  . 

A  few  days  after  this  melancholy  event,  we 
quitted  the  (ituation  we  then  occupied,  and 
travelled  in  fearch  of  a  more  fertile  fpot.  We 
^encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  difierent 
tribes,  where  J  met  with  one  of  pur  Tailors, 
pamed  Denoux,  a  ilave  as  well  as  myfelf.  I 
aiked  him  what  were  become  of  his  coaipa«» 
nions  ?  "  Six  of  them,'*  anfwered  be,  **  who 
were  carried  away  foon  after  our  ihipwreck 
by  the  Ton  of  the  Emperor,  are  gone  back  t^ 
France.  M.  Ta£aro,  head  furgeon,  died  ul 
confequeuce  of  fome  blowa  he  received  om 
the  head.  The  Sieur  Raboiii,  fecood  Lieu- 
tenant, died  alfo  in  the  moft  excruciating 

agonies  ; 
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agonies  ;  and  the  .reft  have  changed  their  rc^ 
ligioii^  as  the  only  alternative  they  had  to 
prcferve  themfelves  from  perifliing  through 
.want.  For  myfelf,  Sir,  as  I  daily  experience 
the  moft  cruel  treatment,  like  the  two  firft 
gentlemen,  I  muft  foon  fall  a  vidim  to  the 
brutality  of  my  mafter."  *•  Alas  !  unfortu- 
nate youth,''  replied  I,  *'  do  not  indulge 
thcfe  melancholy  forebodings*  If  it  is  indeed 
true  that  fix  of  your  companions  have  re- 
gained their  native  country,  our  fituation  will 
foon  be  made  known  to  the  Minffter,  from 
whofe  humanity  we  have  every  reafon  to 
hope  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  will  be  made 
in  our  favour ;  and  I  already  begin  to  flatter 
royftlf  our  fuffcrings  will  not  be  of  long  dur 
ration/* 

Indeed  I  have  fince  learnt,  that  on  the  firft 
intelligence  of  our  fliipwreck,  the  Marfhall 
de  Caftries  iffued  the  moft  prefling  orders  in 
jDur  behalf;  but  the  Vice-Conful,  M.  Mure, 
to  whom  thefe  orders  were  addreffed,  inftead 
txf  fulfilling  the  benevolent  inftruftions  of  his 
patron,  only  paid  his  court  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  and  his  officers,  on  whom  he  la* 
viftied  many  confiderable  prefents,  at  the  cx» 
pence  of  the  Court  of  France. 
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Had  not  the  feelings  of  this  agent  beta 
blunted  by  the  length  of  his  refidence,  and 
aflbciation  with  the  barbarians  of  this  coiin- 
try>  he  nraght  cafily  have  rcleafed  us  from 
oiar  captivity,  either  by  difpatching  an  Arat> 
toQouadnum,  or  employing  a  Jew  merchant, 
who  for  the  fum  of  100  piaftres  (500  livres) 
Would  have  travelled  throughout  the  Defert, 
and  confequently  for  a  much  lefs  fum  would 
have  vifited  thofe  places  bordering  on  Mo- 
rocco. As  foon  as  his  appointment  to  bring 
the  Chriftian  flaves  from  Mogador  fhould 
have  been  known,  the  Arabs  would  have  re- 
forted  thither  from  all  parts,  knowing  that 
the  ranfom  of  their  flaves  could  be  here  laid 
out  to  advantage  in  the  purchafe  of  barley 
and  wheat,  which  is  to  be  found  in  great 
abundance  at  St.  Croix  de  Barbaric.  The 
negligence  of  the  Vice-Conful,  however,* 
prolonged  our  misfortunes  ;  for  the  Arabs 
iverc  very  unwilling  to  undertake  fo  long  and 
perilous  a  journey,  while  any  doubt  remained 
of  obtaining  the  objedt  of  their  purfuit. 

The  Sieur  Mure  contented  himfelf  with 
affuring  the  Minifter,  that  he  had  caufed  the 
moil:  diligent  fearch  to  be  made,  and  that  the 

utmoft 
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vtmoft  exertion  fhould  be  ufed  to  obtaiii  «ur 
liberty.  His  condud  on  this  occa/ion  ig  (b 
truly  reprehenfible,  that,  without  confider* 
ing  myfelf  as  a  detra£tor^  but  foeJing  a$  ^ 
Frenchman^  a  man  of  honour^  aod  a  fijiend  to 
humanity,  I  hold  it  my  duty  to  expofe  hin 
to  his  fuperiors. 

Turning  with  difguft  from  a  conda^S  ib 
marked  by  its  turpitude,  with  what  different 
feniations  do  I  record  the  names  of  Mefil 
Deprat  and  Cabanes,  merchants  at  Mogador^ 
on  whofe  charafters  eulogy  itfelf  would  £^11 
,far  fhort  of  defert !  and  to  whofe  humanity 
.and  patriotifm  France  is  indebted  for  tisc  n^ 
demption  of  the  greateft  part  of  her  captiiw 
ions.  The  very  extcnfive  trade  theie  gentle- 
^en  carry  on  with  the  inland  countries  has 
^gained  them  efteem  in  the  different  cities  9« 
well  as  in  the  capital.  Had  their  ideas,  beea 
adopted,  what  mifery  and  want  would  thew 
not  have  been  prevented  !  With  them  I  aA 
inclined  to  believe,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  t)^ 
Conful-General  to  intereft  himfelf  in  the  n» 
covery  of  his  unfortunate  countrymea  who 
may  be  (hipwrecked  on  this  coaft. 

But  to  return  to  my  narration^     The  orn^ 

veriatkA 
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\tr&Lt\6n  I  had  had  with  the  fiiilor  fonk  deep 

In  my  mind ;  nor  could  I  conceive,  that  with. 

the  means  to  put  a  period  to  our  fufferingd^ 

we  fl^ould  be  (o  totally  abandoned  by  thole 

^ho  ought  to  prote^  us.     Loft  in  contem^ 

flatten  on  this  fub/eft,  I  arofe  from  bfehir>d  k 

hvtfhj  and  was  aftoniflied  to  fee  my  mafter^s 

<jamels  returning  without  their  keeper.     It 

ivas  already  late,  and  as  1  law  nothmg  of  my 

poor  comrade,  when  1  was  called  to  receive 

ftay  portion  of  milk,  I  alked  what  was  become 

*tjf  him  ?  They  replied  coldly,  and  drove  me 

away.  The  fuUen  countenances  of  my  mafter 

and  his  wife  awakened  all  my  fears  for  the 

Safety  of  the  poor  baker,  and  I  impatiently 

waited  the  return  of  day  to  inform  myfclf  of 

bis  fate.     In  the  morning  a  young  herdfcnaa 

acquainted  me,  that  Sidy  Mahammet  having 

*<br  Ibme  time  paft  fufpedted  the  baker  to  be 

'guilty  of  fucking  milk  from  the  camels,  had 

•hatched,  and  deteAing  him  in  the  fad,  im- 

^thediately  feiaed    him   by  the   throat,    and 

ftrangled  him.  "  Be  very  careful,"  added 
^fc  youth,  *'  for  if  a  Chriftian  only  touches 

the  paps  of  our  cattle,  they  are  deemedimpure^ 
*fiSfl^  proprietor,  or  any  other  Arab,  is  tt 
re;: A..  -  liberty 
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^i^rty  to  p^aiih  the  offender  with  dMtlk  >il 
apprize  you  of  this  that  you  may  opt  ccMOtfmt 
^  fipaijar  crime.'*    .  •    ;  ii 

V  Being  uawillbg  to  believe  the  eaciAeiice  of 
iuch  cruelty  even  among  thefc  monfterat^  I 
ran  to  the  tent,  and  a(ked  ior  an  exphoaUoft 
jof  what  the  youth  had  juft  imparted  to'XBik 
,A  getaeral  i&lence  confirmed  the. truth,  idod 
£Ued  me  with  rage  and  indignation.  TJbus 
brpthcr-in-law  of  my  mafter,^  the  only  petfoa 
jKrho  on  this  occafiou  expreiTcd*  even  a  ftnta^ 
jnfnt  of  compaflion,  addrefled  Sidy  Mahaia^ 
anet  in  thefe  terms  :  .       .  i     .:: 

«  Why  would  you  not  fell  me  theft  fltvoB 
jvhen  I  propofed  to  purchafe  tb^i  from  yosj 
-What  pleafure  or  advantage  have  you  dertvcd 
/rpm  thofe  you  have  already  :fo  noiierdbly  .do- 
jftroyed  }  And  why  treat  fo  <:rueUy.  the  ooljr 
jone  now  left  ?  You  argue  that-he  merits  xe* 
Ipedl,  for  you  fufpcft  him  tO:be  the -King. 
Rethinks  the  riches  you  have  obtained,  frona 
ium  (hould  induce,  you  to.  treat  him  with. gdEis- 
tjcnefs  and  xefpefti"  >  .;_  f 

^  The  latter  reproach  awakened  the  jetloii^ 
5>f  all  prefent,  who  unaniivoufly  imdertoak 
my  defence.  .Sidy  Sellem:  was.ihe  ikk  .p^ 

~.  ion 
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fen  who  fpoke  through  bencvoleticc,  the 
reft  Oct  chafing  to  deliver  their  fcntiments 
after  him,  in  compUment  to  his  age  and  his 
riches.  This  was  the  fame  Sidy  Sellem  of 
the  tribe  of  La  Roufly,  who  had  behaved  fb 
kindly  to  us  after  our  ihipwreck,  and  pre- 
diftcd  that  I  ihould  one  day  repent  the  re-, 
jedion  of  a  propofal  he  had  made  to  purchafe 
me* 

t  I  was  now  the  only  flave  in  the  hamlet, 
nor  had  I  any  peribn  to.  whom  I  could  dif- 
"xKoic  my  griefs ;  my  (ituation  daily  became 
more  deplorable,  notwithftanding  I  refolved 
ta  bear  it  with  fortitude.  "  I  will  meet  dan- 
gers with  firmnefs/'  faid  I ;  "  until  now  I 
have  furmounted  the  greateft  fatigues,  my 
-beakh  is  yet  ftrong  enough  to  encounter  frelh 
ones,  I  will  therefore-  fupport  them  with 
courage ;  perhaps  Providence  may  now  ceaie 
tD  opprefs  me." 

.  This  refolution,  and  the  behaviour  I 
adopted  towards  thofe  who  would  have  hui 
iniliated  me,  gained  me  a  fort  of  confidera- 
tion  among  the  favages,  fo  that  they  permit- 
tcA  me  at  times  to  remain  in  the  back  part  of 
their  ^t^nts,  and  often  to  drink  out  of  theit 
£  e  vefle^. 
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veilels.  My  mailer  no  loager  etttpbjed  m6 
to  keep  his  camels ;  k  iar  trae  he  ceaied  td. 
fftdk  of  liberty  ;  but  if  he  hadv  his  perfidy 
^&&  fo  well  known  to  me,  that  I  could  have 
fto  confidence  or  reliance  dit  him. 

I  found  k  neceifary  to  continue  making  up 
faggots,  in  order  to  procure  myfelf  a  fobfift«« 
ttittf  but  thirft  frequently  threw  me  into 
the  moft  inconceivable  agonies ;  nor  is  it  pof- 
fible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  extremities  to 
which  it  Can  reduce  mankind^  witdiout  having 
firft  fuftained  it. 

•  The  Arabs  themfelves  were  driven  to  the 
greateft  diftrefs,  feveral  dying  from  hunger 
and  thirft ;  nor  did  the  preient  feafon  promife 
any  fuccour,  being  rhe  fourth  in  whkh  the 
drought  had  deftroyed  the  harvcft.  This  ca- 
lamity fo  enibittered  the  minds  of  the  diffe* 
rent  tribes,  that  they  Were' at  perpetual  vak 
riance,  ftealing  each  other's  cattte,  in  order  W 
dry  the  fl^fti ;  -  milk  was  yery  feared,  and  wa- 
ter more  fo,  as  it  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the 
defert,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fca,  wheire 
it  is  black,  fait,  corrupt  and  noifome,  whiclk 
difagreeable  drink,  and  the  want  of  paftui^e^ 
caufes  the  Arab  ever  to  keep  at  a.dtfhoiGe. 

from 
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ttbvn  thd  coift.  Though  ia  wan*  of  every 
kind  of  proviikm,  ytt  iio  on6  dared  to  feek  it 
M  a^  diftaiTcf^.  In  this  calaniiitoDd  fitaatkypi,  I 
t*^as  a  melancholy  witnefs  of  the  ftraits  to 
whidh  ntfcefDty  caft  rbdute  the  hurhin  rac6  3 
the  cMielsf  that  were  killed  (bppiiaci  wate# 
to  thofe  Afabs  who  had  not  the  tti^^M  of 
prcfctffing  milk,  they  prefcrving  wi^h  the  iJt-* 
meft  car^  the  liqviid  they  found  in  the  fio^ 
mach  of  the  flaughtired  animal,  ^feffifig  it 
from  the  d«ng*  Tb«  water  they  thus  pf<j-f 
ferved  was  of  a  gteenifllf  colour,  and  in  which 
they  frequently  dreffed  theif  nftesit  ?  that- 
drawn  from  the  ftofnach  of  the  goafs  h^  H 
lafte  of  fenrtel  and  a  fweet  fmcll,  nor  did  Ihd 
broth  made  therewith  tafte  difagreeable  ;  bu« 
that  procured  from  the  camel  was  much  lef* 
pleafing  to  the  appetite.  What  appcafed 
really  ai^oiiifhing  to  me  was,  that  thofe  beafts^ 
who  drkik  but  two  or  three  times  in  tho 
year  and  hvt  on  vcty  dry  food,  contain  * 
prioidrgiou^  quantity  of  ^ater  in  the  ftomach, 
particularly  the  camel. 

Pre^idenfce  had  not  yet  abandoned  me,  Ani 

fiifll  pTeterved  a  life  which  I  wiflied  to  ter- 

mintt^fy  by  expofing:  myfelf  t^  the  dangers  of 

Ee2  war; 
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war }  exigence  was  painful,  and  wlfhmg  td 
fhorten  its.  period,  I  alked  leave  of  my  maftcf 
to  repair  to  the  fpot  where  his  flocks  were 
feeding,  that  joining  with  the  inhabitants,.  I 
might  affift  in  defending  them  frc»n  pUlagp^ 
My  offer  was  accepted ;  be  gave,  me  the  ca- 
mel on  which  be  rode  and  a  piflol,  being  the 
only  one  he  poiTefied,  praying  Heaven  for  the 
iafety  of^bis  beaft  and  the  fuccefsof  his  party. 
I  departed^  accompanied  by  a  relation  of  :my 
matter's,  and  arrived  with  my  condu£):or  into 
the  midfl  of  the  warriors,  who  appeared  to 
me  in  the  greatefl  diforder.  I  knew  aot 
whether  they  were  flying,  or  were  encoun-* 
tered  hand  to  hand,  as  I  could  diftinguifli  no- 
thing but  a  confufed  heap  of  men  envelop^ 
in  a  cloud  of  dufl,  nor  could  I  conceive  how 
they  recognized  friends  from  foes*  My  4ca- 
mcl,  who  doubtlefs  was  not  accuftomed  to 
fuch  expeditions,  marched  (lowly  towards. the 
enemies  fire.  My  conduftcr  was  Iboa  fepa- 
rated  from  me^  and  I  faw  him  alm6flinftantly 
drop,  from  a  (hot  which  pierded  his  brain. 
My  camel  being  feared,  plunged  with, the 
greateft  violence,  and  at  length  threw  me  ^t 
a  diflance  from  him,  on  an  hillock  of -^and ; 

an 
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^  ^n  Arafc  immddiately  attacked  me,  fired,  hut 
mifled  me,  when  fuddenly  receiving  a  wound 
himfelf,  befell  at  my  feet.     A  fecand  in- 
ftantly  took  his  place,  advancing  towards  me 
with  his  poignard,  ready  to  pierce  my  heart, 
when  by  a  miracle,  as  he  raifed  his  arm  to 
ftrike  the  blow,  his  weapon  entangled  in  his 
turban,  which  floated  loofc  on  his  flioulders : 
I  profited  by  this  accident,  ftriking  him  ^ith 
the  butt  end  of  ray  piftol,  fo  that  he  fell 
fenfelefe  before  me.     This  was  the  only  ufc 
I  could  make  of  my  weapon,  having  no  am*- 
munition  but  wha(  it  cPHtain/sd,  and  already 
twice  miflmg  fire,     Thefe  accidents  are  very 
common,  as  the  iarm^  and  powder  are  equally 
"bad,  a  circumftance  which  caufep  the  Arabs - 
battles  to  be  foon  decided,  the  gre^teft  injury 
they  do  being  the  tearing  each  otljer's  faces 
with   their  nails,    »nd  fon>e  WQmi4$  g^ven 
with  their  poignards.     The  can)els,  apcpf- 
tomed  to  thefe  combats,  mingle  in  the  con* 
fufion,  lowing,  biting,  and  difperfingthp  ene- 
mies more   fpeedijy  than  even  armed  men 
could  efieft. 

The  bittle  ended,   feveral  of  our  Ar^b? 

eajnetome,  faying,  I  w?^s  good^  ggod ;  they 

ExC  ^  being^ 
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1)eing  perfuaded  that  I  had  kiHed  thdec  fnen, 
mhktk  in  reality  f  had  only  wounded  dMi} 
however  I  left  them  in  their  error^  taking 
care  to  unload  tny  piftol  to  favour  the  deceit. 

^*  Siijce  Fate  continues  to  fpare  nae,^'  faid 
I,  M  what  fhould  I  fear  jo  attempt  !'•  I  thca 
■formed   the  projeft  to  efcape,    firft  talcioj^ 
from  my  mafter  all  the  jewels  I  had  beferb 
given  him.     With  thefe  I  purposed  to   go 
over  to  another  tribe,  r^afoning  with  myfelf 
in' this  manner — Any  Arab  who  I  may  chance 
to  meet,   will  be  glad   to  accompany  me  to 
Morocco  foi*  the  reward  I  can  o^er.     This 
pri^eft  appeared  to  me  excellently  devifed, 
though  I  neither  kt^ew  the  road  nor  the  dan- 
^gers  1  might  have  to  encounter.     I  therefope 
haflened  to  put  it  in  execution,  concealing 
-the  whole  of  the  prc^rty  in  9  hole  till  th^ 
next  day,  when  I  intended  to  endeavour  to 
procure  myfelf  fome  covering  t9  defend  me 
from  the  eold. 

Sidi  Mahammet  was  not  long  hefere  he 
difcovered  the  k)fs  of  his  treasure ;  he  ran 
immediately  to  the  thicket  where  I  w^s,  em- 
ploying prayers,  threats,  and  careflfes,  to  ob- 
tain reditution  of  his  wealjthj^  and  yet  mote 

particularly 


CQAST  or  AmiCA'  4?* 

j^airttcukdy  to  entt^nt  me  not  to  divulge  hi)» 
poflcfling  k  to  aoy  psrfon.  "  I  fwear  t^ 
thee  by  Mahomet/'  faid  he,  '*  jaad  by  every 
thing  I  refpcd  moft,  that  I  will  have  thef 
ioimediately  conduAed  to  Mogadpfp  ?nd  .alf^ 
to  give  thee  liberty  the  firft  opportunity.  Re* 
turn  aie^  I  pri*th«c,  what  thou  before  g^vcft 
me ;  ihonld  my  wife,  who  is  r^ady  to  be  de* 
livered,  hear  of  my  misfortune^  it  would  af- 
fed  her  too  deeply,  fhe  would  lofe  her  infant, 
way,  perhaps  her  life;  think  what  §vUs  thU 
^dtioh  of  thine  may  caufe." 

The  rhetoric  of  Sidi  Mahammet  would 
hay?  been  of  little  e<Jc£l,  had  1  not  refle<fted, 
that  (luring  the  night,  if  I  attempted  to 
eicape,  it  was  very  pofliblc  that  I  might  falV 
into  the  hands  of  fome  wretch  too  poor  to  un- 
dertake fo  long  a  journey,  and  who  willing 
*o  poffefs  my  property,  might  difpofe  of  me 
with  his  dagger.  Thefe  ideas  determined  mf 
to  relioquifh  it>  and  I  pretended  to  be  affedte^ 
by  his  entreaties,  though  I  refolved  to  keep 
the  afcendaiice  his  fears  gave  me  over  him ; 
I  therefore  informed  him,  that  if  he  did  not 
keep  his  word,  I  would  a  fecond  time  deprive 
him  of  all  wiucfa  I  now  returned.  He  r?^ 
|i  e  4  newed 
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9^  form  any  adequate  id&,  of.  the  pleafwe It 
,ex|)eneiiC6d  whea  I  learnt  my  chains  wecelo 
i>c  broken. 

,  My  formelr  patron  called  to  inform^  nae^ 
that  J  no  longer  appertained  to  bim^  ^^1  keep 
my  prbmife/'  faid  he,  **  diou  wilt  again  iet 
thy  native  country .'*  At  this  moment  I  fof> 
got  all  my  former  refentment  in  the  rapture 
of  the  prefent  expedtation  ;  a  pleafmre  whidi 
was  doubled,  when  they  infornaed  me  I 
ihould  have  a  travelling  companion,  wbom 
they  added  was  but  a  fhort  diftance  from  -ur 
Judge  rny.  furprize,  when  I  found  in  diis 
companion  the  unfortunate  baker«  1  a&edl 
him. by  what  miracle  he  was  rifenihom  the 
d^zd  ?  **  Alas !"  replied  he,  *?  it  is  a  miracle 
that  I  am  not  really  {o ;  Sidi  Mahammed  ionfe 
4ay  found  me  milking  the  fhc^ztael ;  he  ran 
inftantly  upon  me,  griping  me  fo  hard  by  the 
throat,  and  giving  n^e  fuch  fevere  blows,  thit 
i  fell  fenfelefs.at  kis  feet.  I  was  mtich  aftdJ^ 
;iiihed,  on  my  recovery,  to  find  raylclf  alone, 
.with  my  throat  bathed  in  biood;  even  nbw 
the  niaiks  of  his  nails  ftill  remain.  I  drig^ 
^cd  myfelf  as  well  as  I  could  into  the  apeii- 
turcof  a  rock,  from  whence  I  heard  cchpicj- 

vcral 
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ireral  times  repeat  the  voice  of  my  barbarcA* 
inafttfr,  who  had  returned  to  fe^k  me,  and 
jiow  called  me  loudly  ;  doubtlefs  curiofity  of 
.  mbsit  could  have  become  of  me  was  a  ftrong 
i^tive,  as  he  muft  neceffarily  imagine  he  left 
pic  c^xpiring.  I  determined  not  to  anfwer^ 
bsing  reiblved  ekher  to  die  of  hunger,  or 
gain  the  fpa-coaft,  hoping  there  to  difcover 
^me  veffel.  la  efFe^  1  reached  it  in  tpn 
jjays,  hayings  during  that  time  no  nourifli- 
meqt  but  fnails,  nor  any  drink  but  my  own 
urine.  The  fight  of  a  fmall  fiflilng  veflel, 
which  lay  at  an  anchor  near  land,  redoubled 
fny  ftFengjth,  and  I  ran  haflily  towards  the 
ikore^  hoping  by  my  fignals  to  engage  the 
captain  to  fend  his  boat  to  my  relief ;  but  I 
bad  hardly  advanced  a  few  fteps  between  the 
Focks  which  furround  the  coaft,  when  I  was 
fuddealy  feizcd  by  two  young  Arabs  ♦,  who 
4ra§g€d  nje  to  fome  diftance  from  the  (hore. 
The  diftrefs  I  felt  at  finding  myfelf  in  their 

f  The  Arabs  who  inhabit  the  coafl  live  entirely  on  their 
ft(h^|py ;  and  d)ough  th<iy  are  eytren^ely  poor,  arc  much 
j^fs  ferpcJK>9s  th%n  thofe  who  live  in  the  interior  part^ 
which  hfi  p)eDtiooe4  boW  the  foroaer  in  the  utmpft  con^ 

power. 
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power,  the  grief  I  fuftahicd  from  failing  in 
my  enterprizc^  added  to  the  extreme  hunger 
I  experienced,  had  doubtlefs  overcome  nae, 
had  they  not  immediately  afforded  me  feme 
fuccour.  From  that  day  they  became  my 
ipafters,  and  employed  me  to  keep  their  goats, 
.  they  having  no  other  flocks,  nor  any  other 
pneans  of  exigence  except  filhing ;  yet  are 
much  more  gentle  and  laborious  than  the 
Arabs  who  live  in  the  interior  parts.  About 
fifteen  days  ago,  they  informed  me  they  were 
going  to  conduf):  me  to  the  Sultan,  and  as 
they  have  brought  me  hither,  I  fupppfe  this 
is  the  rendezvous  agreed  on  with  your  niaf- 
ter,  when  they  infornjed  him  thpy  ^ad  fakeu 
me. 

'  ^^  I  often  wiflied,"  continued  he,  ^*  that 
you  had  been  with  me,  as  you  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  lefs  unhappy,  for  I  had  no 
reafon  of  complaint  againft  thefe  people,^  I 
hwp  frequently  he^rd  them  fpeak  of  you,  for 
your  name  appears  well  known  to  them*. 

*  The  jewels  I  had  given  to  Sidi  Mahamtnet  had  fo 

greatly  raifed  my  reputation  among  thcfe  hordes^  that  the 

-  travelling  Arabs  who  pafled  through  that  part  of  the  cptutfty 

.tfed  to  alk  my  companions  in  diftrefs  which  of  us  was 

]9rtffon. 


COAST  OF  Africa;  4^ 

♦ 

Now  wc  are  re-united,  what  is  next  to  be 
done  with  us  ?  Is  it  true  that  we  are  to  be 
conduced  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  r" 

Having  heard  the  information  of  the  bakef^ 
I  replied,  that  we  in  efFed  were  going  to  de;- 
part  for  Morocco,  that  we  had  a  long  journey 
to  undertake.  *'  We  (hall  have  much  to 
fufFer,'*  faid  I,  "  if  we  are  obliged  to  follow 
the  camels  ;  neither  can  I  tell  how  we  muft 
fiibiift,  as  there  will  not  be  any  female  ani- 
mals to  afford  us  milk,  I  much  fear  we  iliall 
be>  obliged  to  beg  from  hamlet  to  hamlet, 
which  will  greatly  prolong  our  journey.*' 
The  next  day  the  inhabitants  of  the  tribe  of 
Trargea  affembled  round  SidiSellem,  making 
a  long  prayer ;  after  which  they  brought  us 
a  large  pot  of  broth,  compoled  of  the  farinous 
part^of  fbme  wild  grain,  of  which  I  believe  I 
Jiave  before  fpoken  ;  they  joined  to  this  pro- 
viiion  a  large  quantity  of  milk,  and  number- 
lefs  wiflies  for  a  profperous  journey. 

Sidi  Mahammet  bid  me  adieu  moft  affeo- 
tiouately.  "  Farewel,  Briflbn,"  faid  he, 
**  thou  art  about  to  undertake  a  long  and 
we^ifbme  journey  ;  thou  wilt  then  be  Icn- 
iiUe  I  had  reafon  to  dread  expoi;ng  myldf  fo 

it. 
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it*  I  iincerely  lA^ifli  thou  mayft  arrrvtt  iti 
fefety,  and  that  thy  ntyA  voyage  maj  be  hx^ 
pier  than  the  laff.  Adieu,  do  not  forget  tcr 
Icttd  my  itifo  fond©  fcarlet  cloth  J  thou  tnxy& 
gire  it  to  Sidi  Selfcttt.  Once  more  adieu,  xaf 
fticKid  Briflbil.  ■•  Tbe.tears  that  accamfriniod 
tbefe  laft  words  might  have  impofed  on  m«v 
had  I  not  wdl  known  what  a  hypocrite  i  hsdk 
to  deal  with ;  notw'ithftanding,  the  pteafwtt 
Ifeh  in  theideaFof  qukting  him  made  tsm  ek-^* 
prefs  a  fentiita^nt  of  gratitude.  I  even*  prwr 
mifed  to  fetid  what  he  alked  for;  He  affi^edk 
rtie  to  get  on  a  large  camel^  which  the  baker 
and  myfeif  were  allowed  to  travel  qn,  Vsut 
which  we  wef e  neccffitated  to  qmt  fbme  fiew 
days  after ;  nor  weire  we  alone  iti  this  aas^ 
f(»rtune,  for  from  want  of  paftoraige,  tiiefcr 
animals  were  unable  to  proceed  with  day 
luggage.  In  this  countity  they  are  not  e^uai 
tor  much  fatigue  ;  befides^  the  want  of  hAdisar 
would  have  prevented  oar  making  tife  of  thofo* 
beafis  for  any  length  of  trme;  We  wdrc 
therefore  obliged  to  walk  during  the  NfxianK 
der  of  oar  journey.  What  agonies^  did  I  filf*' 
tain  from  the  faivd  getting  into  the  wouAds^M'. 
jnj  iect^  the  pain  gf  whsftrh^^  waa  naotnenfaffllr  ^ 

augmented 
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a;tigmetitcd  bj  thorns ;  frc(|\]ecitly  did  I  fall- 
without  the  hope  of  ever  more  being  able  to 
rife ;  to  add  to  our  fatigue,  we  were  often 
oUigfid  to  wander  from  the  dire<5l  road  to 
coileft  our  eaimels,  who  from  wearmefs  Hii-» 
gercd  behind;  at  other  times  we  were  obliged. 
to  encreafe  enr:  ijpccd  (air  beyond  our  Arength^ 
ia  order  to  avoid  hordes  whom  wc  thought 
dangerous. 

One  day^  alas  I  the  remembrance  of  that 
mdancbcdy  day  will  ever  remain  engraven:  ad 
nky  memory,  we  reached  a  valley,  which  thd 
rain  htely  fallen  had  covered  with  verdure; 
In  this  place  my  mailer  determined,  to  £bapi 
that  hi$  almoft  famifhed  belfts  might  graze; 
bimielf  afcending  a  high  mountam  xvUeii 
bounded  the  valley,  and  from  whence  he. 
could  ice  the  beaih  feed  that  he  was  takas^ 
to  the  city  for  falc.  1  followed^  and  at  length 
paffikl  him,  firmly  believing  it  was  the  road 
wc  were  to  piirfue.  What  confirmed  mciii 
this  opinion  was,  that  the  old  man  let  ts». 
continue  my  walk  without  oppofition,'  and^ 
that  I  alfo  difccvered  a  beatenr.  path  before 
me.  When  I  arrived  at  the  fummit,  I  went 
a*iittle  afidc  from  the  path  to  dean,  ftiy  long 

beard, 
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beard  9  which,   not  with  ftanding  my  utmoft 
care,  was  full  of  vermin.    I  had  pafled  ocar 
an  hour  in  the  thicket,  when  finding  none  of 
our  travellers  approach,  I  returned  io  the  top 
ef  the  mountain.    But,  good  Heaven !  wh A 
was  my  furpri^e^  when  I  difcovered  no  ane, 
nor  knew  what  road  they  had  taken,  or  wint 
path  to  purfue ;  for  as  a  number  c^  hordes 
bad  encamped  on  this  fpot  for  the  purpoie  of 
feeding  their  cattle,  an  infinity  of  paths  ted 
to  it.    Thus  fituated  I  could  devife  no  xneauB 
but  calling  loudly  on  Sidi  Sellem  ;  at  length 
I  difcovered  at  a  diflance  four  or  five  Arabs, 
who  advanced  towards  tne.    I  haftcned  to 
meet  them,  firmly  believing  them  to  be  my 
owjtt  people,  but  Icon  recognized  my  error, 
for  one  of  the  moil  powerful  of  thefe  barba^ 
rians,  accompanied  by  a  great  dog,  feized  aie, 
the  Arab  inflantly  knocking  me  down  by  a 
blow  which  he  ftruck  me  on  the  head  with 
the  flat  of  his  fabre,  and  the  others  immedt^ 
ately  joining  him,  dragged  me  into  a  defile 
of  the  rock,  which  led  to  their  afylum. 

Behold  my  hopes  of  liberty  for  ever  cxtin^ 
guifhed  in  the  expeAation  of  a  more  cmd 
ilavery  than  I  had  yet  .^pericnced  1  I  was 

loft 
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;!oft  in  thefe  melaficholy  refledtlonsi  wfieK 
tbc  barbarians  gained  a  flope,  which  led  to  i, 
tavity,  whete  doubtlcfs  they  intended  con- 
cealing the,  but  comiilg  to  a  fudden  opeitJ. 
-ing,  I  difcdvered  in  a  valley  below  the  moun- 
tain, our  flock  and  little  caravan^  which  con- 
tained about  twenty  perfons ;  defpair  gavfe 
.meftrength,  and  making  a  fudden  effort,  1 
icfcaped  from  thefe  wretches,  running  precr- 
-pitately  towards  my  old  msin^  Sidi  Sellem,  for 
rcfttge,  while  thfc  vagabonds,  alarmed  at  our 
fuperior  number,  took  to  flight. 

1  Was  feverely  reprimanded  by  my  mafter. 
Who  defired  that  in  future  I  would  be  careful 
not  to  quit  thenrt  ;  on  my  part,  I  cotnplained 
that  he  had  not  informed  itid  that  the  path 
which  he  faw  me  take,  was  not  that  himfelf 
intended  to  putfue  i  and  that  alfo  he  had  con- 
tinued ^ife  journey,  without  calling  or  caufing 
me  to  be  fought  after.  He  replied,  that  he 
intended  tohave  taken  the  fame  path,  but  had 
been  obliged  to  defcend  into  the  valley,  to 
colled  the  camels^  who  having  been  f<J  lOn^ 
deprived  of  herbage j  had  flrayed  from  each 
jb^bex  in  -grazing;  *'I  had  juft  gathered  thent 
together/'  continued  he,  **  and  was  purfliirt^ 
J; ,:  F  f  the 
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path  to  join  thee,  when  the  found  of  i^y 
Voice  g^ve  me  nptice  of  your  dapger^  and  of 
that  I  ran  myfelf ;  but  I  could  not  ejpoic  my 
eadtielsi  or  has&ard  my  life  to  deliver  thee« 
^  We  have  no  time  to  lofe ;  let  us  haftcn  from 
this  fpot^  where  I  am  in  as  much  peril  as 
Ihyfelf.'* 

During  the  fpace  of  the  fix  foUowiog 
hours,  we  redoubled  our  fpeed,  taking  alfa  a 
contrary  roadt  that  we  might  deceive  our  cue* 
mies  (hould  they  purfue  us ;  neither  had  we 
any  food  until  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day, 
being  forty-eight  hours  without  any  nouriik- 
iTient  but  fome  handfuls  of  wildendive,  whi^h 
I  gathered  in  the  fatal  valley. 
~    At  day-break  we  Continued  our  journey, 
crofling  fome  mountains  which  led  us  to  a 
plain  covered  with  calcined  ftones,  greatly  re- 
sembling the  coal  that  has  been  burnt  in  our 
forges  ;  thefe  ftones  in  ibme  places  were 
overipread  with  a  whitiih  earth,  on  which  iiy 
the  trunks  of  large  trees,  apparently  torn  \xp 
by  the  roots,  and  entirely  ftripped  of  their 
bark,  the  branches  being  brittle  as  glafa,  9Bd 
twifted  like  cordage.    The  wood  was  of.  a 
yellow  colour,  refembling  the  liquorice,  <aKid 
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the  interior  part  of  the  trunks  full  bf«  coarle 
harih  powder,  all  appearing  to  announce  that 
fome  ektraordinary  revolution  of  nature  had 
induced  them  to  that  ftate,  I  was  curious  to 
difcover  whether  the  Wood  had  not  a  tafte 
of  fulphur^  but  to  my  furprize,  the  wood^ 
the  ftones,  and  even  the  duft  which  was  in- 
clofed  in  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  were  all 
equally  devoid  of  tafte  or  fmell. 

On  proceeding,  we  arrived  at  fome  moun- 
tains of  fuch  prodigious  height,  that  they  ap- 
peared piled  on  each  other,   and  which^  in 
fome  places  being  torn  afunder,  formed  tre- 
mendous precipices;  others  overhanging  their 
bafe,  feemed  fufpended  in  air,  and  appeared  to 
threaten   the   traveller  with  annihilation.— 
Some,  from  concuffions  in  nature,  had  been 
dafhed  violently   together,    leaving  immenfe 
apertures.   The  furrounding  vallies  were  alfo 
environed  by  rocks,  whofe  craggy  maffes  were 
BO  lefs  tremendous.     In  fhort,   as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  it  was  a  long  chain  of  moun- 
tains,   frorii   whofe    enormous  height   huge 
fragments  were  continually  detaching  them- 
felves,  and  which  dafhing  from  point  to  point, 
were  reduced  to  pieces  before  they  reached 
thfe  bottom. 
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On  the  other  fide  were  two  fprings^*  ttrrf 
one  of  which  was  black,  muddy,  and  of  tlT 
fulphureous  fmell ;  the  other,  feparated  from 
the  firft  by  a  fand-bank  of  the  width  of  fif- 
teen feet,  was  clear  as  cryftak  The  tafte  o£ 
both  waters  was  tolerably  pleafant,  and  the 
bottom  of  the  fprings  being  covered  with  dif-> 
fercnt  coloured  pebbles,  appeared  very  agree- 
able to  the  fight. 

In  this  fpot  I  obfcrved  a  fingularity,  which 
I  fubmk  to  my  informed  Readers.    In  a  val-* 
ley  that  appeared  to  me  very  narrow,  fron^ 
the    clofenefs  of  the  mountains    that    fur- 
rounded  it,  I  difcovered  through  fome  ca- 
verns, formed  from   the  fall  of  prodigious 
pieces  of  rock  that  crofTed  each  other,   an 
immenfe   flat,   which  aftonifhed  mc  by  the 
varieties  it  contained.     The  earth  appeared 
damp,   and  furrowed  as  though  brooks  had 
formerly  ran  in  thofe  channels ;   the  edges 
of  the  furrows  were  covered  with  a  thick 
coat  of  nitrous  ificles,  and  even  thefurround- 
ing  rocks  overfpread  with  the  fame,  giving 
them  the  appearance  of  cafcades  j  large  red 
roots  and  branches  full  of  leaves  refcmbling 
the  laurel,  filled  up  the  crevices  of  the  rock- 
Advancing 
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Advancing  yet  farther  towards  the  weft,  I 
difcovered' large  heaps  of  ftoiies  as  white  as 
alabafter,  apparently  piled  on  each  other,  and 
through  which  appeared  the  tops  of  palm- 
trees,  but  whofe  trunks  were  entirely  buried 
therein,  the  ftones  bearing  a  refemblance  to 
thofe  on  the  fea-fhore.  The  dates,  which 
are  fcattered  among  the  ftones,  plainly  ftiew, 
both  by  their  colour  and  appearance,  their 
antiquity,  and  are  entirely  deprived  of  their 
bark,  I  broke  one  of  them  with  my  nail$, 
in  order  to  tafte  it,  and  found  it  at  once  bit- 
ter and  fait,  but  without  fmell ;  thofe  that 
were  already  broken,  fell  to  pieces  on  at- 
tempting to  touch  them,  and  the  filaments 
that  remained  under  the  rind  were  covered 
with  a  fait  powder  as  brilliant  as  cryftal.  The 
roots  that  hung  among  the  rocks  were  of  a 
glutinous  quality,  and  the  rinds  came  off  on 
the  flighteft  touch.  I  gathered  feveral 
branches  of  wild  laurel,  from  whence  ifTued 
a  white  liquid ;  a  drop  falling  on  ray  hand 
gave  me  great  pain,  took  off  the  fkin,  and 
left  a  black  fpot,  a  circumftance  that  pre- 
vented my  tafting  it.  In  a  word,  the  peb- 
IpJec,  the  beds  of  nitre,  the  overthrown  palms, 
F  f  3  an4 


43«  VOYAGES  TO  THBr 

and  others  b.une4  up  to  the  top,  the  flateon 
yefed  with  a  fine  fait,  the  appearance  of  tl^, 
earthy  the  Shattered  i^nd  craggy  mountains,  all; 
announce,  if  I  may  venture  my  opinion^  that 
formerly  the  foam  of  the  Cta^  reached  tki^ 
ipot.  1  alked  Sidi  Sellem  if  we  were  hr  dif^ 
tant  from  it,  or  if  he  had  ever  before  ex- 
plored this  place  ?  He  replied:,  that  moft  pro-^ 
bably  we  were  the  firft  mpn  who  had  douei 
^^  that  he  imagined  we  were  not  far  dif^anl 
from  the  fea,  which  he  wifl^i^  much  to 
teach,  9$  the  coafl  would  dired  him  eaftward 
to  a  hord  of  Arabs,  where  he  had  friends  whq 
bad  travelled  to  Mecca  with  him.  ^*  Make 
thyfclf  caiy,**  faid  he,  "  the  fun  is  my 
guide,  and  will  direft  me  truly  ;  thou  mayft 
therefore  follow  the  camels  with  fafcty.**  His 
afforances  gave  me  hope,  and  infpired 
<;ourag.e  to  fuftain  my  fatigues,  though  1  en- 
dured the  mofl  excruciating  pain  from  the  ia- 
line  dufl  penetrating  into  the  v^ounds  in  my 
feet,  But  judge  imy  pleafure  SMid  aftoniih- 
xpent,  when  after  twp  days  journey  1  fomid 
"toyfelf  on  the  fca-^fhore^  and  could  contem- 
plate the,  foaming  waves  beneath  inc.  To? 
wajrds  the,Qai{:>  v^here  J  thjbi^  wg$jt  the  fes^is 

limited 


COAST  OF  AFRICA.  43^ 

Itmited  l^  immenfe  rocks ;  on  confidering 
which,  1  relinquiihed  the  opxnion  that  evci: 
the  billows  had  rifei^  to  foch  a  prodigious 
height-  ♦^Thcfe  rocks/'  faid  I,  ^' muft 
have  reilrained  thena/'  I  was  toft  in  con^ 
jedlure ;  but  as  I  fiinply  mean  to  write  a  nar^ 
^tive  of  fa£ts,  philoibphical  diflertations 
would  be  foreign  to  the  fubje^l:^ 
>  After  a  few  days  journey,  as  we  advanced 
toward  Morocco,  we  crofTcd  fome  oiountain^ 
no  lefs  elevated  than  the  firfl ;  thefe  were 
i:overed  with  pebbles  of  dlfierent  colours^  as 
tred,  yellow,  blue^  aiid  green.  J  likewife  dif- 
covered,  at  a  great  diftance,  prodigious  fo- 
refts,  a  fight  I  had  been  a  Granger  to  during 
the  thirteen  months  I  was  ip  the  defert.  X 
was  aftonifhed  to  fee  the  trees  adhering  to 
the  rocks,  and  appearing  fufpended  from 
(hem ;  the  goats  alfo  purfuing  each  other^ 
}fiaped  ^ha  fteepeft  precipices,  ai)d  efcaped 
with  inQonceivable  fwiftnefs  when  they  dif» 
covered  any  perfon  approach  ;  as  foon  as  one 
(ak^  to  flight  all  the  reft  inflantly  follow* 
.  I  remarked  among  feveral  other  trees,  that 
pne  alone,  which  bears  a  leaf  like  our  parfley, 
})4d  filtered  ^qm  the  thunder* 
....  ff^  Wc 
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We  were  three  days  and  -  four  nights  ptfi 
fing  thefe  forcfts,  during  which  time  we  met 
no  alarm  from  the  wild  beafts  who  refort  in 
the  deferts  of  Africa  ;  doubtlefs  their  haunts 
are  in  the  moft  diflant  parts  of  the  eail ;  but 
if  fo,  where  can  they  find  water  ? 

The  farther  we  advanced  the  more  my 
miferics  dccreafed,  as  we  frequently  met  with 
fields  of  barley  fit  to  be  cut,  among  which  I 
could  fit  and  eat  with  a  pl^fure  difficult  to 
cxprefsr  Water  was  no  longer  fo  fcarce,  and 
wc  alfo  often  met  with  hamlets  wbctc  wc 
were  well  received ;  even  in  fomc  of  thefe 
which  might  have  been  dangerous  to  otnec 
travellers,  Sidi  Sellem  was  refpefted,  becaufe 
he  had  been  to  Mecca.  Notwithftanding,  the 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Telkoennes  are  held  ia* 
the  greateft  confideration  for  hofpitality. 

After  having  received  him  with  the  cufto** 
mary  honours  due  to  a  ftranger,  at  their  ufual 
hour  they  brought  him  barley,  flour,  and  milk. 
What  he  left  appertained  to  me  ;  and  which^ 
retiring  to  a  diftance,  1  fhared  with  my  new 
companion,  the  baker ;  for  in  travelling,  a 
^hriftian  (more  particularly  than  at  another 
time)  muft  neither  pat,  dripk,  uor  ileep  near. 
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his  tnafter.  One  evening  after  fupper  I  dug 
a  hollow  in  the  fand,  to  lay  me  dovirn  in 
ihelter  from  the  cold,  wrapping  the  cloth  I 
wore  about  my  body  on  my  head,  to  defend 
my  eyes  from  the  fend.  I  had  hardly  at- 
tempted to  fall  afleep  when  I  heard  the  report 
of  two  guns  very  near  me,  and  found  myfelf 
inftantly  feizeJ,  I  *ore  the  covering  off  mjr 
head ;  it  was  on  fire,  doubt lefs  from  the  wad* 
ding  of  the  gun.  One  of  thpfe  who  held  me 
aiked  if  I  was  wounded.  **  No,'*  returned  I, 
f '  but  what  have  I  don^  to  be  thus  treated  ?** 
^'  Sir,*'  replied  he,  ''  f  ilow  us  V  My 
matter,  who  had  awoke  at  the  report  of  the 
guns,  ran  to  the  place  where  he  he^rd  n^y 
voice,  complaining  of  their  behayipur  tp  his 
flave,  and  their  want  of  hofpiiaUty  to  a  perr 
fon  like  himfelf.  The  Arab  niouQtaineer, 
replied  with  great  arrogance,  he  was  ignor 
rant  that  I  appertained  to  him ;  that  as  he 
M^atched  bis  flpcks,  feeing  9  ipan  conc^ed  in 

t  I  muft  here  obferve,  that  the  language  in  ii\c  4efeit 
difiers  grpatly  from  that  fpoken  in  the  capital.  Sidi  Sellem| 
who  was  an  informed  man,  was  obliged  to  ufe  many  repe- 
titions, to  enable  the  Effendi  to  underftand  him,  when  he 
^ueflaoned  h^  in  the  prefence  of  the  Emperor, 

the 
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t^'fand^  he  took  him  For  one  of  thofe  oighki^ 
thieves  who  ileal  their  y^ung  goats;  Sidi^ 
Selkm  feigned  to  believe  him,  praifed  hia 
jEeal^  and  refcued  me  from  his  hand$,  A^ 
jbon^  be  thought  all  Aill  in  tbe  hamlet,  her 
Ikikftened  to  depart  from  a  fpot,  which  oai^ 
kaye  provM  as  dangerous  to  himielf  as  to 
ine; 

Thefe  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Telkoepnes 
W^  the  word  (ituated  of  any  I  have  feen  in 
the  defertSi  living  in  the  midA  of  niountaiiis 
of  fend  which  have  been  formed  by  the  wind« 
They  may  be  truly  faid  to  wiih  to  deprive 
therafclves  even  of  the  light  of  d5iy,  lb  diffi-* 
cult  ig  i^  to  penetrate  into  th^ir  retreats,  oi! 
to  explore  the  way  from  them.  The-  neigfa« 
bouring  plains  are  infefted  with  enoraiouQ 
ibrpents.  I  was  once  witnefs  of  the  alarm 
thefe^  reptiles  give  the  camels,  they  haflenin|[ 
from  them  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  and  fcar^ 
Mufing  myfelf  and  the  baker  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  collect  them  again. 

At  length  we  approached  thefemouscky 
pf  Gouadnum,  of  which  I  had  fo  often  heard 
ipoken  ;  it  was  through  the  points  xrf  ixxl( 
that  I  difcovered  at^  d^pacc  'a^CiQ[<iadlr;o(i 
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an  ekvation,  ^od  whofe  environs  announcoi 
av  ibrmidabl^  fortification ;  but  on  a  nearer 
yieW)  I  found  the  walls  made  of  earthy,  and 
brD](;ep  in  feveral  places;  fame  inh^bitanta 
jpbew^d  themieives  at  the  little  windows  oa 
the  hpuie-tops,  and  were  dopbtlefis  n^editat^ 
ing  whether  thpy  coujd  do  us  my  injury^ 
The  chief  of  the  town,  informed  that  Sidt 
Sellem  was  at  the  head  of  pur  Uttle  caravan^ 
came  to  meet  us,  followed  by  £bur  negnot 
ilaves,  who  carried  an  umbrella  made  of 
palm  leaves,  w.hich  be  prefented  to  him*-^ 
^f  Is  that  Gouadnum  which  I  fee  before  me?** 
fald  L  ^*  No,"  r<?plied  he,  ♦^  it  is  fort  La-f 
bat ;  the  city  is  farther  qn  ;  thou,  mayfl  di- 
ilingui(h  it  at  a  diflance/'  In  t&St  we 
reached  it  in  about  two  hours* 

This  city  is  the  refuge  of  all  the  rebelUfms 
Arabs  of  the  different  tribes,  and  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  lower  being  governed  by 
Sidi  Adella,  and  the  higher,  which  is  noT 
unlike  fort  ILabat,  by  another  commanded 
The  bouies  ar^  all.  conftrufled  alike,  beings 
four  large  wails  furrounding  a  prodigious 
fpace  "^of  ground,  thofe  of^  the  fame  party 
livi&gi  togf^ther;  theip  walls  arc  v^ry  high, 

have 
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have  but  one  entrance,  nor  any  light  but  what 
ccHDes  from  the  roof,  which  is  left  uncovered. 
The  door,  which  ferves  for  the  whole  circum- 
ference is  guarded  by  large  dogs  ;  every  inha- 
bitant alfo  of  the  dweUing  keeps  one  for  his 
own  fecurity;  for  without  that  caution, 
though  inclofed  in  their  own  habitation,  they 
would  be  pillaged  by  all  their  inmates,  who 
might  be  bolder,  or  more  dextrous  thai> 
therafelves. 

I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  this  genera] 
miftruf^  with  the  confiderable  traffic  which  is 
carried  on  in  this  city.  I  faw  two  market? 
which  were  nothing  inferior  to  the  fairs  in 
the  French  provinces,  and  though  they  cir- 
culate fpecie,  the  exchange  of  merchandize 
is  their  principal  obje£l.  I  faw  here  very  good 
woollen  cloths,  and  particularly  fome  of  a 
mixture  of  crimfon  and  white,  which  they 
life  as  cloathing.  The  dealers  who  purchase 
to  fell  again  in  the  interior  parts,  give  camels 
in  exchange,  their  ordinary  profit  being  about 
four  hundred  for  one,  and  yet  their  gains  on 
this  article  is  much  lefs  than  on  wheat,  dates, 
horfes,  iheep,  oxen,  affes,  gunpowder,  to- 
bacco,   combs,    looking- glafles,    a;id  'ipany 

other 
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fether  fmall  articles,  which  arc  diffictilt  to 
procure  in  the  interior  parts,  the  confump- 
tion  being  in  the  little  towns,  where  therof 
are  days  fixed  for  the  fale  of  them. 

What  is  moft  furprizingis,  that  fcarceahy 
but  Jews  trade  ;  they  are  notwithftandin^ 
cxpofed  to  the  moft  outrageous  afFronts.  An 
Arab  will  fnatch  the  brec^d  *  from  the  hand 
of  a  Jew,  enter  his  hut,  and  infift  oti  his 
giving  him  a  handful  of  tobacco^  frequently* 
accompanying  the  demand  with  a  blow,  and 
always  with  infolence,  which  the  poor  Jew 
fufFers  with  patience  j  it  is  true  he  recom- 
penfes  himfclf  by  his  Ikill  in  difpofing  of  hi* 
merchandize,  and  the  art  with  which  he  de-* 
ceivcs  the  Arabs,  who  are  in  general  very 
ignorant. 

The  two  chiefs  who  command  at  Gouad-/ 
num  have  no  fuperiority,  except  they  exceed 
each  other  in  point  of  property- 

*  It  was  at  Gouadnum  I  firft  faw  bread  in  fliefe  coun- 
irics.  Whether  brick  and  ftorie  are  fcarce,  or  that  they  arc 
unacquainted  with  the  conftruftion  of  ovens,  I  know  not, 
they  heat  fmall  ftones,  on  wliich  they  bake  their  pafle.  The 
bread  thus  made  is  tolerably  good  ;  that  which  the  Confut 
^as  fupplied  with  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  appeared  di& 
fcrently  baked,  tliough  I  know  not  in  what  manner,  and  . 
was  more  agreeable  to  the  tafte* 


44$  VoYAGfeS  TO  T^ 

.  lathis  biiy  I  met  with  a  Moor  wholiip^ 
|)enfid  to  be  on  the  Tea  coaft  when  we  wertf 
wrecked.  To  this  matk  I  owe  ixiueh  gratt^ 
tttde*  as  he  treated  me  with  great  kindnefs^ 
bis  fitter-in-law,  Paphyc,  particularly,  taking 
the  moft  lively  intereft  in  tny  misfortunes^ 
and  who»  during  the  eight  days  I  (laid  at 
Gouadnum^  employed  me  in  grinding  bdrley* 
She  todk  care  that  I  (hould  be  well  fed,  and 
treated  me  With  great  attention^  even  afking 
me  tp  remain  with  her :  but  nothing  could 
jKjual  the  generous  affiftartce  I  received  frotrk 
the  Jew  Aaron  and  his  wives,  notwithftand* 
ing  the  ingratitude  he  had  before  experienced 
from  fevei  al  Chriftian  flaveS. 
.  I  left  Gouadnum  after  a  ftay  of  eight  days^ 
and  on  my  way  to  Regadett  was  perpetually 
tneeting  with  hamlets  and  caftles,  for  the  moft 
|>2U-t  built  on  very  high  mountains,  and  which 
at  a  diftance  might  have  been  taken  f<^ 
very  elegant  dwellings,  but  on  a  nearer  view* 
bore  a  very  different  appearance.  We  wer« 
no  longer  fo  well  fed,  and  the  nearer  we  zf^ 
proached  the  city,  the  lefs  hofpitality  we  met 
with. 

We  had  already  been  fixty-fix  days  on  our 

journey  i 
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Jptifneyj  toy  ftrength  was  exhauftcd,  my 
feet  fwelled  aimoft  to  fuppuration  ♦,  and  t 

jauft  infallibly  have  funk  under  my  calami'- 
ties^  had  not  my  maftcr  been  perpfetually  re-* 
animating  my  courage  by  faying,  "  Looki 
look,  there's  the  fea,  feefl  thou  the  fhips^ 
bear  up,  we  fliall  foon  reach  them/*  This 
bope  fuftained  me  ;  and  at  the  very  moment 
M^hen  fatigue  had  aimoft  exhaufted  cxpefta* 
tioQ,  I  again  beheld  the  element  which  had 
caufed  me  fo  many  misfortunes,  and  that 
cttce  more  muft  be  the  arbiter  of  my  fate* 
Sfdi  Sellcm  doubtlefs  wifhed  to  enjoy  my 
furprize,  for  in  quitting  a  labyrinth  of  Juniper 
bufhes,  we  came  fuddenly  on  a  hill  of  fand^ 
from  whence  it  opened  at  once  on  the  view* 

.  Oh,  you  who  read  this  narrative,  too  true  in 
its  misfortunes,  never  can  you  form  an  idea  of 
the  pleafure  I  experienced  when  I  faw  the 
French  flag  unfurled,  as  well  as  thofc  of  other 
nations  appertaining  to  the  veflels  lying  at 
jiachor  in  the  Bay  of  Mogador,  which  I  yet 
Qply  knew  by  the  name  of  Soira.     •*  Well^ 

♦  A  thorn  of  the  gum-tree  had  pierced  toy  foot,  nof 
'  <^CQuld  I  extradl  it  until  it  was  rotten« 

Briffon,'» 
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BriiToh,  faid  my  mafter,  ^^  art  thou  (atiified  P 
Poft.  thou  fee  the  veiTels  ?  French  ones  I 
think  are  not  wanting.  J  protniied  to  ceo^ 
duiSt  thee  to  the  Conful ;  thou  findfeft  I  kecp^ 
mj  word:  but  why  doft  thou  not  fpcak  ?*' 
AlaS)  what  eould  I  fay  ?  tears  of  joy  inters 
<:epted  the  paffage  of  words,  nor  was  it  pofo 
lible  for  me  to  articulate  a  fingle  found,  1 
gazed  on  the  fea,  on  the  flying  colours^  oat 
^he  fhips,  on  the  city,  and  almoft  thought 
them  all  illufion.  The  unhappy  baker,  no 
lefs  exhaufted  myfclf,  fhared  the  fame  rajK- 
ture,  while  our  grateful,  though  rpecchiefd 
tears,  bathed  the  hands  of  the  generous  okl 
itian,  who  had  afforded  us  fueh  an  agtreoaldtf 
furprize* 

At  length  we  arrived  at  the  city ;  but  I 
was  not  free,  from  inquietude,  as  I  had  heard 
before  I  quitted  France,  that  the  Emperot 
bad  v6ry  ill  treated  M,  de  Chenier  on  his  cm^ 
bafly ,  and  that  he  had  been  neceffitated  to 
complain  to  his  own  Courts  I  knew  Bd 
whether  he  had  been  redrefled,  and  if  a  frefll 
Conful  fupplied  his  place;  at  all  evontd  I 
had  caufe  for  fear.  My  fufpicions  Ibdn  va* 
niftied  on  entering  the  city,  and  meeting  tw6 

Europeans^ 
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£t}/opeans,  "  Whoever  ye  are,*'  feid  I,  "be* 
hold  my  diftrefs,  and  deigh  to  {^ak  cbmfoit 
tome;  re-affure  me,  inform  where  I  am. 
WbAt  is  your  country  ?  What  month  is  it  I 
and  what  day  of  the  week?^'  I  addreiTed 
thefe  queftions  to  two  trader^,  who  aftef  con- 
iidering  nie  attentively^  went  and  inforthed 
MeiTrs.  Duprat  and  Cabartes  of  my  fituatiod* 
Thefe  gentlemen,  who  made  it  their  ftudy 
to  relieve  thofe  whom  misfortune  had  thrown 
into  this  country,  came  immediately  to  feck 
me,  and  without  Teeming  fhocked  at  my  te^ 
voiting  appearance,  embraced  me,  ihedding 
tears  of  joy  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  affifl 
an  unfortunate  fuflerer.  **  Your  forrows  are 
over,"  iaid  they,  "  come  with  us,  we  will 
endeavour  to  make  you  forget  them*'*  They 
took  me  with  them  immediately,  engaging 
my  mafter  to  follow  us,  defiring  him  to  be 
perfeftly  eafy  on  account  of  any  agreement  I 
might  have  contrafted  with  him.  I  likewife 
entreated  them  to  ^permit  me  to  condu6t  Sidi 
Sellem  and  his  Ton  with  us  ;  they  confented, 
defiring  me  to  ufe  their  dwelling  as  my  own, 
treating  me  with  the  greatefl  care,  attention, 
and  friendfhip,  and  cloathing  me  entirely  in 
G  g  their 
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flicir  own  habiliments^  until  they  had  ibma 
made  for  me. 

Soon  after  I  was  vifited  by  all  the  £uro-» 
pettns  at  Mogador,  congratulating  me  on  the 
change  in  my  (ituation,  and  alfo  on  my  arri- 
val in  the  city  on  the  moft  fortunate  time  it 
could  have  happened,  being  the  entrance  of 
the  new  conful,  who  brought  confideraUe 
prefents  from  France  for  the  Emperor.  I  was 
prcfented  the  fame  day  to  the  Governor,  who 
informed  us  of  the  order  to  repair  toMbrocco^ 
the  Emperor  having  declared,  that  henoe*^ 
forward  he  would  fee  all  the  flaves,  and  that 
they  fhould  receive  from  himfclf  the  tidings 
of  liberty. 

In  eight  days  we  departed,  accompanied 
ivith  the  efcort  which  guarded  the  treafure  ; 
that  is,  my  mafter,  myfelf,*  and  the  bak^^ 
whom  Sidi  Mahammed  had  given  in  charge 
to  his  brother,  but  referving  to  himfelf  what- 
ever ranfom  he   fhould  gain  for  him,     Wc    - 
were  furnilhcd  with  mules,  a  tent,  provi-. 
fions,  and  proper  attendants,  and  after  four 
days  journey  arrived  at  Morocco. 
•   The   firft   thing  I  diftinguifhed  was  tha 
tower  of  one  of  the  mofqucs,  and  which  i«: 

difccmible 
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Afcernible  at  a  great  diftancc.  I  cxpcAed  to 
find  in  the  dwelling  of  tlie  Emperor  feme  re* 
mains  of  grandeur  and  antiquity,  but  was 
greatly  .hullaken,  the  habitation  of  the  King 
of  Fez  and  Mequiiicz  poffefling  neither.  The 
wails  which  inclofe  the  palace  are  of  earthy 
and  .at  the  corners  fo  damaged,  ths^t  it  has 
more  the  appearance  of  the  circumference  of 
an  old  burial-place  than  the  dwelling  of  a 
Monarch.  The  houfes  in  the  vicinity  arc 
conftruded  in  the  fame  ftile  of  thofe  at 
Oouadnumt  though  more  dirty  and  lef&airy* 

The  guard  who  had  the  care  of  me  pre- 
fented  me  to  the  Conful  and  Vice-conful; 
they  offered  me  a  table  and  habitation  until  I 
could  return  to  Frande.  A  fecond  guard 
came  to  inform  me,  that  the  Emperor  knew 
of  my  arrival,  and  had  commanded  me  to  be 
brought  inflautly  before  him.  I  immediately 
obeyed,  following  the  guard  who  took  me 
through  ffcveral  fpacious  courts,  with  high 
walls  and  iand  floors,  almoft  infufferable  from 
the  fun  lying  on  them  the  whole  day. 

We  arrived  at  laft  into  one  where  the 

King's  guard  wereaffembled ;  thofe  employed 

about  his  pcrfon  are  armed  with  guns ;  their 

G  ^%  cloathing 
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cloatfauig  confifts  of  ^lificrent  coloured  tunkSf 
and  cloaks  with  hoods  not  unlike  a  friar's* 
On  their  heads  they  wear  a  fmall  red  cap,  or- 
namented on  the  top  with  a  blue  taiS^l.  Their 
feet  are  almoft  naked,  S9^K  ^^  ^^  ^^^^ 
their  flippers,  which  obliges  them  to  trail  ar 
they  walk*  They  (ling  their  guns  acrofs 
them,  and  wear  a  girdle,  to  which  they  at- 
tach their  pouches.  Thofe  who  appeared  to 
me  not  in  the  fervice  had  no  weapon  but  a 
white  ftick. 

The  horfemen  are  dreiJed  the  fame,  except 
that  they  wear  half  boots  without  feet,  and 
fpurs  of  the  enormous  length  of  nine  or  ten 
inches,  which  have  much  the  appearance  of 
large  iron  fpikes.  Their  horfes  have  almoft 
always  their  flanks  cut  to  the  quick,  as  they 
take  particular  pleafure  in  fpurring  themf 
Such  is  a  faithful  portrait  of  the  troops  of  th^ 
King  of  Morocco. 

As  I  waited  for  an  audience,  I  faw  a  cap- 
tain review  his  company  r  he  was  feated  on 
the  ground  with  his  eibows  on  his  knees^ 
which  were  bent  upwards,  and  his  chin  fup- 
portcd  with  his  hands.  The  foldiers  ad- 
vanced two  by  two,  and  received  his  orders^ 

proftrating 
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prpftrating  thwaf^lvcs  before  him,  after  which 
they  retired. 

Five  or  fix  of  thofe  who  were  only  armed 
with  white  fticks,  fdzcd  me  by  the  collar,  a$ 
though  I  had  been  a  thief,  and  opening  a  large 
folding- door,  Vkp  thofe  of  our  barns,  they 
puflied  me  rudely  forward  into  an  inner  court, . 
where  I  in  vain  fought  for  fomething  that 
might  announce  the  grandeur  of  Majefty. 
After  advancing  fifteen  or  twenty  paces  to- 
wards a  kijid  of  wheelbarrow,  fuch  as  we  fee 
in  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  they  commanded  me, 
pufliing  me  roughly  at  the  fame  time,  to 
|)roftrate  myfelf  before  this  fame  barrow, 
which  contained  the  Emperor,  who  fupport* 
ing  one  foot  on  his  knee^  was  amufing  him- 
felf  in  playing  with  his  toes.  He  looked  at 
fne  during  fome  minutes,  then  aiked  me, 
whether  I  was  not  one  of  thofe  Chriftian 
(laves  whofe  veffel  had  been  wrecked  on  his 
coafl  about  a  year  before,  and  what  bufineis 
called  me  to  Senegal  ?  "  You  were  wrecked 
through  your  mifcpndu£l:,"faid  he,  **  Why  did 
you  not  keep  fea-room  ?  Art  thou  rich  ?**  con- 
tinued he.  **  Aft  thou  married  ?**  He  hardly 
gave  me  time  to  anfwer  thefe  queflions,  be-i- 
G  g  3  fore 
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fore  he  called  for  ink  and  paper,  and  taking  a 
IraaU  reed,  which  he  ufed  as  a  pen,  he  traced 
the  four  winds,  fliewing  me  that  Paris  was 
in  the  north.  He  then  wrote  figures  up  to 
twelve  ?  "  Doft  thou  underftand  that  ?"  faid 
he.  After  this  he  alked  me  feveral  othcir 
queftions,  doubtlcfs  to  Ihcw  his  tinderr 
{landing. 

^'  Tell  me,'*  faid  he,  *^  did  the  moun- 
taineers* treat  thee  well  or  ill  ?  Did  they  de- 
prive thee  of  thy  effcAs  ?'*  I  replied  to  this 
queftion  by  faying,  that  the  uearer  I  ap- 
proached the  capital  the  more  polifhed  I  ha3 
found  the  manners  of  the  people.  ^*  I  do  not 
command,'*  replied  he,  "  all  the  diftrifts 
thou  haft  paffed,  or,  to  fpcak  more  properly, 
my  commands  cannot  reach  fo  far.— With 
whom  didft  thou  come  to  the  city  ?" — ^ 
♦*  With  Sidi  Sellem  de  la  Rouflfye."— "  I 
know  him  ;  let  him  be  brought  inftantly  be- 
fore me.'* — My  mafter  was  immediately  in- 
troduced with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  1  had 
been  myfelf.     The  Emperor  afked  him  if  he 

*  The  inhabitants  of  the  citeiscall  the  Arabs  <^the  De^ 
{ftp  Mountainfien; 
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had  paid  a  large  purchafe  for  me,  and  what^ 
were  his  intentions  in  coming  to  Morocco.. 
He  immediately  replied,'  that  his  firft  incen- 
tive in  travelling  through  immenfe  countries 
was  to  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  his  Sovereign. 
the  mod  humble  of  his  flaves*.  "  Doft 
thou  know,"  faid  the  Emperor,  *'  if  ther^' 
are  more  Haves  among  the  Ouadelims  and 
Labdeff^ba  r  Sidi  replied  humbly,  '^  Yes,, 
mafter,  there  are  fome,  whom  1  can  eafily 
aflcmble,  if  thou  command  it." — ^The  Em- 
peror contiqued  this  converfation  no  farther, 
but  ordered  the  guards  to  take  charge  of  my- 
felf  and  the  baker  until  further  orders,  and  to 
give  us  food  from  the  royal  kitchen.  The 
guard  exprefled  great  furpize  to  me  that  his 
Majefty  had  deigned  to  converfe  fo  lopg  with? 
a  flavc. 

The  next  day  the  Conful  aflccd  the  guard 
(o  permit  me  t;o  be  with  him,  faying,  that 

*•  It  is  certain  that  if  Sidi  Sellem  had  not  wifhed  to  pay 
his  duty  to  the  Emperor,  (it  was  fifty  years  fince  he  had 
been  at  Morocco)  and  alfo  heen  obliged  by  his  pcrfonal  inte- 
reft  to  travel  to  the  city,  that  I  had  never  more  rctamed  to 
wy  fcoontry)  being  too  far  in  the  interior  part  ever  to  have 
Jrftit. 

Q  g  4  (hould 
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Ihtouia  the  Emperor  aik  for  me,  they  couH 
fetch  me  immediately.     I  now  went  to  tAf 
new  dwelling,  which  was  a  kind  of  cave  that 
iiad  before  been  inhabited  by  theSpani^  Am- 
baflador,  the  Emperor,  willing  to  nfe  ecjoal 
attention  to  the  French  Conful,  having  or- 
dered him  the  fame  lodging.     This  palace, 
-which  is  one  of  the  fineft  the  King  has  at  his 
dxfpofal,   is  nothing  more  than  a  long  cave 
built  in  the  earth,  the  roof  being  fupporttd 
by  two  rows  of  pillars,  and  the  entrance  to 
k  a  gradual  flopc ;  nor  is  there  any  air  but 
what  enters  through  the  little  openings  in  the 
roof.  The  Emperor  keejps  his  tents  and  war- 
like ftores  in  it,  nor  is  there  any  thing  eMe 
to  be  feen  there,  except  bats,  rats,  and  fpi- 
t!ers.    This  dwellmg  is  in  one  of  th?  King's 
moft  delightful  gardens,  being  decorated  wkh 
olive,  quince,  pomegranate,  and  apple-tretis ; 
yet  the  high  walls  which  furround  it  might 
cafily  furniJh  the  idea  to  thofe  that  walk  ia 
it  that  they  were  ftate  prifoners.    Though 
the  Emperor  provides  the  AmbaiJador^  vMh 
a  dwelling,  he  fuppjies  them  with  lio  fan^^ 
tpre  whatever,  bitt  gives  orders  for  ^htm  to 
be  daily  ferved  with  a  certaifK  ^atttuyof 
b^ef,  mutton,  poultry,  bread,.and  WJttcr, 
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.  The  palace  of  bis  Majefly  ccmfift^  of  fix 
raft  courts^  furrounded  wkh  walls.    The  ex* 
teriof  of  the  feraglio  refembles  a  barn,  and  the 
moTque  is  built  in  the  fame  tafte ;  I  know 
not  whether  the  interior  is  beautiful,  but 
there  is  nothing  on  the  outfide  to  pleafe  the 
iight/   The  town  is  feparated  from  the  pa- 
laice  by  heaps  of  mud,  oflal,  and  bones  of 
iUughtered  beafts,  piled  on  each  other,  and 
which  may  be  faid  to  form  the  circumference 
of  the  city.    Thefe  pyramids  of  filth  reach 
eren  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  town,  in 
many  places  being  fo  much  higher  than  the 
houfes,  that  they  exclude  the  Kght  of  day ; 
the  fun  fhining  on  thefe  mountains  of  nafti* 
nefs,  encreaies  the  putrefadion,  and  renders 
the  fight  doubly  loathfbme.    The  houfes  are 
fo  ill  conftruded,  that  they  bev  more  refem- 
"blance  to  pig-ities  than  human  dwellings ; 
peither  are  the  ftreets  airy,  being  very  nar- 
row, and  in  many  places  covered  with  ftraw^ 
One  day  that  the  Amba0ador  from  New* 
Snglandy  theConful,  and  myfelf,  were  on 
iiorfeback,  wishing  to  take  an  airing,  we  were 
.  obliged  to  relinquifli  our  intention,  and  return 
b«k»fr  9f^  fjpeedily  9S  poflible  j  the  people  for- 
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jouqded  us,  and  prevented  our  •  advancing^ 
^though  we  were  protcdted  by  the  Empcr 
ror*s  guard,  and  without  which  we  haddoubt^ 
IfiCs  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their  brutality ;  nor 
did  even  their  prefence  reftrain  them  fufB* 
cicntly,  for  I  received  a  violent  blow  on  the 
head  with  a  (lone.  Such  are  the  inhabitants 
of  Morocco. 

The  difpoiitions  of  the  people  in  the  city 
are  but  little  different  from  thofe  in  the  de** 
iert;  they  are  rather  more  polished,  and 
much  fairer ;  accuftomed  to  meet  with  £ur 
rppeans,  they  exprefs  lefs  aftonifhment  at 
their  manners,  though  they  treat  them  with 
the  utmoft  infolence,  I  have  fcen  feveral 
come  in  to  M,  Duprat's,  and  alfo  at  the  Con- 
ful's,  fit  down  without  being  invited,  and 
call  for  fomething  to  eat  and  drink,  even 
afking  for  what  food  was  moft  agreeaUe  tp 
their  appetite.  A  porter,  who  had  tjo  trophi? 
\iut  thrive  opening  the  gates  of  (he  Emperor'^* 
court  to  the  Cbnfulj^  came  with  the  greateO: 
effrontery,  and  demanded  a  gratification.  The 
Conful  gave  him  fome  filver,  with  which 
pot  being  fatisfied,  he  continued  to  hold  out 
his  hand,  faying,  s//,  which  fignifi$s,  if  '^ 

not 
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not  fufficicnt,  give  more.  This  was  per- 
formed with  the  utmoft  arrogance,  and  was 
rather  a  command  than  a  requcft.  The  Sc* 
cretaries  and  writers  condu£fc  themfelves  ia 
the  fame  manner,  laying  all  under  contnbu*- 
tion  that  tranfaiSt  any  bufinefs  with  thenu 
The  principal  officers  of  the  crown  are  yet 
more  greedy  of  prefents,  particularly  of  pias- 
tres, which  are  worth  five  livres,  ten  (bis. 
Their  mafter  always  takes  care  to  afk  what 
profit  they  have  made  of  fuch  an  affair  or  ba<« 
finefs,  giving  them  diflinguifhed  employ- 
ments, or  fending  them  on  embaflies,  until 
they  h&ve  amalTed  a*  confiderable  fortune ;  he 
then  accufes  them  of  evil  praftices,  deprives 
them  of  their  whole  poffefiions,  and  leaves 
them  to  finifh  their  days  in  chains.  His  owq 
children  are  not  exempt  fyom  his  barbarity, 
and  Moulem  Adaram,  of  whom  I  have  before 
fpoken,  is  now  a  wanderer  in  the  defert, 
^mong  a  fet  of  the  vilefl  barbarians,  vi£lim  of 
the  avarice  of  his  father.  I  ki>ow  not  whc* 
ther  this  young  prince  ever  fhewed  any  good 
qualities  ;  in  the  deferts  his  actions  are  cruel, 
and  feem  to  promife,  that  fhould  he  ever 
^fcend  the  throne,  he  would  prove  a  worth- 

left 
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lefs  tyrant.  Moulem  A%iy,  his  brother,  ajw 
pfears  defigned  for  the  Emperor*s  fuoceflbr, 
nbr  is  be  a  better  charafter  *. 

1  cannot  here  avoid  obferving,  that  it  ia 
very  extraordinary  that  a  prince,  fo  little  to 
lie  feared  a&  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  ihould 
extort  Ambaffador^  from  the  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope ;  nor  is  there  a  Sovereign  who  dares  fend 
his  reprefentative  without  loading  him  with 
CCHifiderable  prefents ;  or  where  is  the  Envoy 
that  wonld  dare  to  appear  before  him  empty 
handed.  When  M,  de  Chenier,  who  was 
fent  from  the  Court  of  France,  remitted  his 
difpatches  to  the  Emperor,  he  not  finding 
them  to  his  liking,  ordered  them  to  be  Wrap* 
ped  in  a  dirty  handkerchief,  and  hung  round 
the  neck  of  the  Conful,  who  was  thus  ex- 
ppfed  to  the  infults  of  this  cruel  nation.  Sura 
it  is  flrangc,  that  the  Ambaffadors  have  not 
the  zeal  and  courage  to  reprefent  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  Sovereigns,  that  the  King  of  Morocco, 
^efquinez,  and  Fez,  is  only  gre^t  from  the 

♦  This  was  written  before  my  return  from  Senegal; 
and  it  muft  be  obferved»  that  fmc^  that  time  Ae  (on'  ha| 
made  war  ^gaiaft  his  father^ 

•  iuecour^ 
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fuccours  with  which  they  fupply  him.— 
Twenty  years  ago  this  Prince  was  without 
means  of  makings  or  procuring  metal  for 
cannons ;  he  had  no  wood  for  building,  no 
canvas,  cordage,  nails,  implements,  or  work« 
m^ru  It  is  France  and  the  other  maritime 
powers  that  have  furnifhed  them,  or  the 
Emperor  would  ftill  pofTefs  none«  It  is  Hpl* 
land,  Spain,  England,  and  France,  that  have 
fupplied  him  with  large  brafs  cannons,  fuch 
as  24,  36,  and  48  pounders.  England,  par- 
ticularly, furpafled  other  nations,  felling  him 
the  large  brafs  guns  which  they  had  taken  a^ 
iea. 

The  fort  of  Mogador,  which  is  the  nearcft 
Morocco,  is  advantageoufly  built,  and  its  bat- 
teries well  placed ;  there.are  cannon  at  each 
embrafure*  but  the  mouths  of  the  guns,  for 
want  of  carriages,  being  obliged  to  reft  on 
the  embrafures,  renders  them  only  fit  for 
fliew,  there  being  no  workmen  capable  of 
mounting,  or  making  carriages  for  them^ 
Every  ailiftance  of  this  kind  being  wanting  to 
the  Emperor,  let  his  little  frigates,  which  areaU 
moft  unfit  for  fervice,  be  watched  out  of  har- 
bour, (twomuft  be  excepted,  the  Vice-Conful 

Mure 


46^  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

Mure  having  put  it  in  his  head  to  aik  to  have 
them  repaired)  nothing  would  be  more  caif 
than  to  prevent  their  re^entrance,  and  to  ihut 
up  his  ports  of  Mogador^  Rabat^  and  Salee  i 
What  would  become  of  his  commerce^  and 
particularly  his  marine^  were  the  Chriftiatt. 
princes  to  ceafe  to  fupport  him  againil  the 
common  interefts  of  humanity  ?  If  England 
and  Spain  would  unite,  Tangier,  his  beft  fort; 
might  be  reduced  fo  compleatlj^  as  no  kmge^ 
to  afford  a  refuge  for  corfairs,  whofc  veficlsi 
foon  unfit  for  fervice,  muft  renounce  their 
piracies. 

If  the  Confuls  of  the  different  countries 
have  never  made  thefe  obfervations,  or  if  they 
have  never  pointed  out  the  means  of  reducing 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  the  reafon  is,  that 
they  are  at  the  head  of  the  commerce  of  their 
refpeftive  countries*  The  Conful  from  Spain 
engrofles  almoft  the  whole  corn  trade,  the 
veffels  being  configned  to  him.  The  Frfench! 
Envoy  is  the  only  one  who  does  not  traffic  ; 
and  what  I  am  well  aiTured  is,  that  the  dif» 
fcrent  reprefentativcs,  far  from  remitting  to 
their  refpeftive  governments  the  means  of 
dwniniihing  this  power  of  the  Emperor,  nevier 

ccalc 
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ceftfe  to*  add  to  his  ftrength  and  means  of  de- 
fence, by  inftigating  him  to  ifacrcafc  his  de^ 
mands.    Do  we  not  fupply  thefe  pirates  with 
the  power  of  injuring  our  commerce  ?  It  i$ 
true  their  iituation  renders  them  dangerous, 
but  if  we  deprive  them  of  all  but  fituation^ 
k  will  be  of  little  ufe  to  them.     Let  any  im-k 
partial  perfon  viiit  the  country,  let  them  fpeak 
with  the  fame  finc^rity  which  I  do,  and  the 
world  rauft  at  length  be  convinced,  that  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  is  the  leaft  to  be  feared 
cf  any  prince,  if  we  refufe  him  fupplies. 
•   At  length  the  happy  moment  arrived  when 
my  flavery  was  to  ceafe.     One  day  the  King 
on  quitting  the  mofque  ordered  the  Coriful 
to  attend,  with  the  Chridian  flaves,  in  the 
MecAoirj    (the   place  of    public    audience.) 
*'  Conful,"  faid  he  to  M.   Durochein,  «*  I 
hope  thou  wilt  not  refemble  thy  pnedeceffor, 
whofe  pride  moft  iingularly  difpleafed  mei 
Seeft  thou  this  young  man   ((hewing   th« 
Vice-Conful)  he  is  mild  and  complaifant,  and 
has  ever  fought   to  pleafe  me.     Study  to 
imitate  him,  I  command  thee ;  thou  mayft 
write  to  thy  mailer  that  I  am  fatisfied  with 
t;be  fervices  he  has  rendered  me*     Adieu> 

thou 
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thdu  liiayft  retire  with  the  fiblves,  i^hf^  fi« 
berty  I  giTc  thee^.  Embark  them  Gtoak 
which  of  my  ports  is  in<^  conveaient.  A£eu» 
I  ihtll  order  proper  officers  from  mj  court  te 
accompaay  thee  to  the  refidence  appointed  tiie 
Conful/* 

It  is  at  this  audience  that  the  Emperof 
takes  account  of  affairs  refpeding  the  police. 
He  appeared  mounted  on  a  beautiful  hoilfe^ 
caparifimed  in  fcarlet  and  blue  cloth,  with  his 
crupper  ornannented  with  nobs  of  gold  ;  by 
the  (ide  of  the  Sovereign  walked  an  equeny, 
who  carried  an  umbrella  to  defend  his  Ma- 
jcfky  from  the  fun.  The  guard  follows  on 
foot  in  the  greateft  iilence,  all  annovncin^ 
fear,  a  glance  from  the  King  fpreadbg  um*> 
YoKal  conflemation  ;  for-  giving  commatid, 
he  fees  fall  without  the  leaft  emotion  the 
head  of  one  or  more  of  his  fubjeds  ;  nor  is 
the  laft  word  of  the  condemnation  hardly  ar- 
ticulated before  the  unhappy  victim'  is  lifeieis 
on  the  ground.     Yet  the  rich,  if  they  chufe 

♦  We  were  fevcn  in  number,  myfclf^  the  baker,  ami 
five  others^  who  belonged  to  die  Ihip  Tbi  Tvf9  FriaidSf 
which  bad  been  wrecked  fome  time  previous  to  ut. 

to 
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t6  buy-  his  favcKir,  may  live  in  fafety^  aad 
ikKnmit  every  crime  with  inipunity; 

Whiat  Will  be  thought  of  a  prince^  wh* 
from  having  it  fuggefled  to  him^  that  doubt«^ 
iefs  I  was  a  Chriftian  of  higher  tank  than  the 
reft,  becaufe  I  was  better  cloathed,  and  tb* 
Confui  paid  me  patticular  attention,  that 
i^uld  forget  his  promifes,  and  fend  t6  Mogtl^ 
dor  to  flop  and  bring  me  back  to  MoroccD^ 
Happily  the  winds  had  wafted  me  far  from 
this  detefted  country  when  the  courier  ar* 
rived  with  thefe  orders  to  the  Governor* 

Thus  I  can  truly  affirm,  that  misfortune 
purfued  me  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  ftay* 
I  ihould  doubtlefs  have  funk  under  my  caU« 
mities  as  well  as  my  unfortunate  companions, 
but  for  a  moft  unfhaken  conftancyi,  and  un« 
bounded  reliance  on  Providence^  I  fhould 
not  forget  to  add,  that  before  my  departure 
Sidi  Sellem  retired,  very  well  fatisfied  witb 
rile  Conful's  generofity^ 


Hh  I  DID 
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I  DID  not  wifh  to  interrupt  my  narrative 
with  an  account  of  the  religion^  manners^ 
and  cuftoms  of  thefe  people,  who  being  little 
known,  may  be  intercfting,  and  which  fatal 
experience  enables  me  to. paint;  1  therefore 
give  it  at  the  end  of  my  flavery ;  and  the 
reader  may  be  affured,  that  I. (hall  be  as  true 
in  the  defcription  I  am  about  giving  as  I  have 
been  in  my  own  adventures. 

The  Arabs  of  the  defert  follow  the  reli- 
gion of  Mahomet ;  but  they  have  entirely 
disfigured  it  by  their  fuperftition  and  groflheft 
of  manners.  They  lead  a  wandering  vaga- 
bond life  amidft  the  burning  fands  of  Africa  ; 
fome  of  them  perpetually  travelling  up  and 
down  the  coaft,  without  fixing  in  any  parti- 
cular fpot.  They  are  diftributed  in  larger  or 
fmaller  tribes,  and  each  tribe  divided  into 
hordes  that  encamp  in  diftrids  moft  conve- 
nient for  pafturage,  by  which  means  an  en- 
tire tribe  is  never  to  be  met  with,  being  all 
intermingled  with  the  hamlets  of  the  Oua- 
delims,  Labdefleba,  la  Rouflye,  Lathidierim, 
Chelus,  Ducanois,  Quadelis,  &c.  The  two 
firft  are  the  moft  formidable,  carrying  their 
depredations  to^the  gates  of  Morocco.    It  is 

not 
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iiot  without  reafon  that  the  Emperor  fears 
them,  as  they  confift  of  ftrong  and  vigorous 
men.  They  have  in  general  fliort  curling 
hair,  the  beard  long,  a  ferocious  look^  large 
hanging  ears^  and  nails  fo  long,  that  they 
have  the  appearance  of  claws,  and  which 
they  ufe  particularly  in  the  rencontres  they 
are  perpetually  having  with  their  neighbours. 
The  Ouadelims,  who  are  the  moft  haughty, 
arrogant,  and  given  to  plunder,  of  any  tribe, 
carry  terror  wherever  they  come,  yet  they 
are  cowardly,  as  are  all  Arabs,  without  they 
have  an  evident  fuperiority. 

Thefe  people  live  in  families  under  tents, 
covered  with  a  coarfe  cloth  of  camels  hair ; 
the  women  fpin,  and  weave  it  on  frames  fo 
very  fmall,  that  they  work  feated  on  the 
ground.  Their  furniture  confifts  of  two  lea* 
ther  facks,  which  ferve  to  hold  feme  rags  and 
old  iron ;  three  or  four  goat  Ikins  (if  they 
can  procure  as  many)  in  which  they  keep 
their  water  and  milk,  fome  wooden  utenfils, 
pack-faddles  for  their  camels,  two  large 
ftones  to  grind  their  barley,  a  fmall  one  to 
drive  down  the  pegs  of  their  tents,  a  mat  of 
willow,  which  ferves  for  a  bed,  a  coarfe  kind 
H  h  2  of 
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of  Carpet  to  cover  them,  and  'a  fmall  boiler. 
Such  is  the  furniture  that  diftinguiihes  the 
tents  of  the  rich  from  the  poor. 

Their  cattle,  which  are  their  greateft 
wealth,  confift  of  two  or  three  horfes,  fe- 
deral camels,  fome  (heep,  and  goats.  The 
poorer  poffefs  only  fheep  and  goats. 

The  firft  of  their  duties,  and  what  thcyob- 
ferve  moft  fcrupuloufly,  is  prayer,  and  of 
which  there  are  many  in  the  courfc  of  the 
day,  the  firft  beginning  before  fun-riie.  The 
Italbe^  remarkable  for  his  long  beard,  and  a 
loofe  garment  of  crimfbn  and  white,  which 
in  fome  meafure  (hews  a  body  that  appears 
emaciated  by  abftinence,  but  is  in  reality  only 
the  effect  of  exceffive  idlenefs,  holding  a  kind 
of  enormous  large  chaplet  in  his  hand,  raifes 
his  voice  in  a  lamentable  and  melancholy 
tone,  which  a  ftranger  might  take  for  pioua 
contrition,  but  which  is  nothing  more  than 
confummate  hypocrify  ;  for,  armed  with  a 
poignard,  he  can  feek  the  fpot  where  his  per- 
fidious hand  may  ftrike  with  fecurity  through 
-the  heart  of  his  neighbour,  friend,  or  brother. 

The  people,  informed  by  his  lamentable 
noife,  of  the  hour  of  prayer^  come  and  range 

themfelves 
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themfelves  around  him,  to  hear  the  praifcs  of 
the  Prophet  ;  all  haftening  with  the  utmoft 
rcfpeft  ;  before  the  beginning  of  the  prayer, 
they  flip  off  a  little  petticoat,  which  they 
wear  fattened  to  their  girdle,  ajid  envelope 
th^mfelyes  in  that  ?nd  their  other  garments. 
The  Talbe  then  ftoops  to  the  ground,  and 
throwing  afide  the  earth  his  feet  had  touched, 
takes  up  fome  that  has  not  been  trodden,  and 
(in  fcarcity  of  water)  rubs  his  face,  hands,  and 
arms  up  to  the  elbows,  to  cleanfe  himfelf 
fron)  itppurities,  the  people  ipoitating  all  his 
^ftions. 

The  prayer  finifhed,  they  remain  fomc 
^ime  feated  on  the  ground,  drawing  different 
figures  in  the  fand,  and  by  a  variety  of  mof 
tions  appearing  to  indicate  that  they  are 
anointing  th^ir  heads  with  holy  unftion. 
The  favages,  duriqg  the  prayer,  (hew  as 
much  exterior  piety  and  refpe^-  as  we  have 
in  our  churches ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  it  pof- 
iible  for  religion  to  be  more  trifled  with  when 
once  the  ceremony  is  over.  The  women^ 
who  only  aflifl:  at  the  morning  and  evening 
prayer  (which  is  at  ten  at  night)  place  them* 
fglyes  at  the  entrance  of  their  tents,  turning 
H  h  3  jheiji? 
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*tlv«nfehes  towards  the  rifing  fun.  The  Aw 
ties  of  religion  concluded,  the  next  care  i^ 
milking  the  camels ;  they  kick  them  till  diejr 
rife  from  the  ground,  and  then  remove  ft 
kind  of  fwathe  made  of  tow,  with  which 
they  bind  up  their  dugs  ;  the  young  one  ii\- 
ftantly  runs,  preparing  to  fuck,  but  the  maf- 
ter  and  keeper  no  looncr  fee  the  milk  ready- 
to  flow,  but  they  fnatch  the  young  one  from 
the  mother,  and  each  preffing  his  head  againft 
the  fide  of  the  animal,  milkine  at  the  ^me 
time,  they  procure  in  damp  fcafbns  about  five 
pints;  the  ^keeper  taking  a  draught  out  of 
each  portion,  as  he  carries  it  to  empty  in  a 
trough  that  ftands  by  the  fide  of  his  miftrefs^ 
t>ut  he  is  only  allowed  the  milk  of  the  laft 
ta'mel  he  draws  for  his  whole  fupport. 

The  produce  thus  coUeded,  the  miftreG 
J)uts  her  (hare  afide,  always  taking  care  it  is 
liot  the  fmalleft ;  (he  then  ferves  her  hufband 
and  children,  fecuring  what  remains  in  a 
goat-(kin,  which  (he  hangs  iq  the  fun  before 
ihe  converts  it  into  butter*  Two  or  three 
hours  after,  fhe  young  girls  bring  in  the 
iheep  and  goats  ;  the  mother,  who  i$  always 
prefent,  mingles  the  milk  of  thcfe  laft  with 
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that  of  the  camels ;  and  when  (he  thinks  the 
tun  has  fufficiently  heated  it,  they  blow  out  a 
goat-ikin,  in  which  they  (hake  it^  in  order  to 
ieparate  the  butter,  the  whey  ierving  for  drink* 
This  butter  is  inclofed  in  fmall  (kins,  frontj 
whence  it  acquires  a  ftrong  fmell,  which  ren- 
ders it  more  agreeable  to  thefe  favages.  The 
women  alfo  ufe  it  to  greafe  their  hair,  nor 
would  they  think  themfelves  compleat  with- 
out this  pomatum,  carrying  their  coquetry 
beyond  what  could  be  eafily  imagined  ;  their 
hair  being  decorated  with  their  utmoft  art, 
leaving  fome  trefles  to  flow  loofe  cm  the  bo- 
Ibm,  and  to  which  they  attach  (hells,  old 
keys,  padlocks,  the  brafs  rings  of  umbrellas 
and  breeches  buttons,  which  were  taken  froni 
the  failors,  or,  in  (hort,  any  thing  elft  they 
can  procure.  The  hair  thus  decorated,  they 
bind  up  their  heads  with  a  greafy  rag,  which 
covers  half  the  nofe,  and  ties  undbr  the  chin» 
To  give  luftre  to  their  eyes,  they  mark 
them  round  with  a  large  copper  needle,  firft 
Tubbing  it  on  a  kind  of  blue  ftoije.  For  thp 
ttljuftment  of  their  drapery,  the  whole  art 
/confifts  in  folding  it  (kilfully,  fo  as  to  make 
];be  pleats  reniain,  for  the  drefs  has  neither 
H  h  4  fcajp, 


4Ji  VOYAGES  TO  THE 

leam,  firings^  aor  pins,  to  keep  it  in  flispe, 
A  Moorifh  womau,  to  be  efteemed  beautiful, 
mufl  have  long  teeth,  that  jut  out  beyond 
her  lips,  the  flelh  of  her  arm,  from  the  ihouf- 
der  to  the  elbow,  loofe  and  flabby;  the  thi^ 
and  body  prodigioufly  fat,  the  walk  heavy, 
and  to.compleat  all,  muft  wear  on  the  arctis 
and  legs  bracelets  not  unlike  the  collar  of  our 
Danifli  dogs.  Their  whole  wardrobe  confifts 
in  the  drefs  1  have  before  defcribed ;  and 
when  we  confider  natural  infirmities,  and 
that  they  arc  delivered  in  this  fame  drapery, 
apd  receive  on  it  the  filth  of  their  children, 
and  that  they  alfp  ufe  it  to  blpw  their  npfe, 
)t  is  impoflible  for  imagination  to  form  a  more 
difgufting  and  revolting  idea  than  the  appear- 
ance and  fmell  of  a  Moorifh  woman.  Who 
could  believe  that  thefe  hideous  creatures  are 
^ven  to  jealoufy  and  fcandal  ?  It  is  notwith* 
ftanding  the  truth.  If  they  go  to  borrow  any 
thiQg  of  a  neighbour,  and  find  the  huibapd  at 
hortae^  they  immediately  cover  their  face«  and 
ipajce  the  demand  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent, 
with  an  air  of  titnidity  and  fev  ;  on  the  conr 
traty,  fliould  the  female  neighbour  be  alone, 
they  eQter,  and  begin  to  fcaAdalKs;e  a]t  the  fcr 

males 
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males  whofe  drcfs  they  think  fupcriarto  they 
own ;  a  third  frequently  yoins  them ;  and 
thus  fupported,  they  will  pafs  half  a  day  vilr 
lifying  their  neighbours,  for  the  moft  part  fef- 
parating  without  remembering  what  th^y 
came  to  borrow.  Lazinefs  and  gluttony  are 
their  favourite  paffions,  expofing  themfelves 
to  nuipberlefs  afironts  to  procure  a  little  goat 
or  camel's  flefh,  when  they  know  any  is  dref- 
ied  in  the  neighbouring  tents ;  but  their  h^ 
vourite  food  is  liver. 

The  faults  of  the  men  are  eqyal ;  they  will 
pafs  the  whole  day  extended  on  a  mat,  fleep- 
ing,  fmoaking,  or  cauiing  the  vermin,  which 
almpft  devours  them,  to  be  picked  off.  They 
generally  employ  the  women  in  this  bulinefs, 
but  have  no  fcruple  to  perform  it  for  each 
other ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
whole  country  is.infefled  with  them,  as  they 
never  take  the  trouble  to  deftroy,  but  throw 
them  on  the  ground.  Notwithflanding  my 
ptmoft  carCf  my  beard  was  always  fwarmed, 
which  I  can  truly  aver  was  not  among  the 
leaft  of  the  evils  I  had  to  iufier  during  my 
captivity. 

The  men  £>metimes  aflembJe  to  talk  over 

their 


tl4  .VOYAGED  TO  THE 

their  warlike  cxplmts.  Every  one  relat6^the 
BombGr  of  enemies  he  has  vanquiflied  ;  •  a&4 
frequently,  on  fome  falfeand  ridiculoos  ai&r-r 
tkin^  they  give  e^ch  other  the  lie,  the  difpute 
^omes  warm^  and  ufually  terminates  by 
blows  given  with  their  poignards.  They 
csnnot  xlifTer  on  the  mod  trivial  fuljed  with- 
out their  eyes  fparkling  with  fury ;  rage  is 
cxprefled  in  every  gcfturc,  nor  do  they  even 
trania<ft  their  domeftic  bnfinefs  without  thci 
utmoft  noife  and  dlfcord. 

Deceit  and  perfidy  are  alfo  two  innzte  yi(x% 
mnong.the  Arabs  ;  they  never  quit  their  tents 
unarmed,  never  give  any  written  obligation, 
.as  the  giver  would  be  fure  to  poignard  theac* 
ceptor,.  to  prevent  him  ever  demanding  k» 
They  wear  round  their  necks  a  little  purfe, 
which  contains  what  they  have  moft  valu- 
able ;  and  though  in  genet^l  they  have  no- 
thing in  their  tents  fecured  by  a  lock,  yet  I 
have  feen  fome  few,  who  pofleiTed  fmall 
trunks,  which,  though  moft  probably  did  not 
contain  the  value  of  half  a  crown,  yet  were 
'  the  ob]e6t  of  univerfal  envy,  excepting  nei- 
ther brother,  father,  or  ioi\  of  thofe  who  pof- 
feflSsdthcm,.  . 

'       .         My 
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My  maker's  brother  was  the  moft  envioiis 
of  the  whole  horde  of  the  little  wealth  I  had 
given  him ;  he  even  one  day  propofcd  to  me, 
as  a  very  trifling  matter,  to  murder  him  dur* 
ing  the  night,  offering  me  his  poignard,  and 
promifing  as  a  recompence  to  conduct  mc  to 
Morocco.     However  difc(  ntented  -  wit}^  my 
fate,  the  propofal  difpleafed  me,  and  I  de- 
clined it  with  horror,  yet  a  few  days  after, 
the  offer  was  renewed  with  many  preffing 
inilances  by  an  uncle  of  Sidi  MahammedV, 
who  appeared  the  moft  attached  to  him  of  any 
of  his  relatbns.     More  than  once  I  have  feea 
this  fame  man,  ftealing  cautioufly  into  the 
tent  when  alt  were  afleep  to  deal  fome  old 
pieces  of  iron,  or  a  girth,  yet  this  man  was 
one  of  the  moft  ccmiidered  in  the  hamlet,  his 
opinion  being  aiked  on  all  difputes,  and  his 
judgment  a  law  to  the  poor,  for  the  rich  ac- 
knowledge no  reftraiat. 
^     The  young  men  are  early  inftni£fced  to  uie 
the  poignard,  to  tear  out  the  entrails  of  their 
adverfaries  with  their  nails^  and  to  give  to 
falfehood  the  appearance  of  truth.    To  theCc 
diilinguiihed  talents,  thofe  that  can  add  read- 
^)g  and  writing  become  the  moft  dangerotis 

of 
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of  thonfters,  as  thefe  qualities  give  them  dif. 
tlnguiihcd  pre-eminence.  It  may  trulj  bo 
faid  that  they  are  familiarized  to  crimes  from 
their  ,  infancy,  and  commit  the  vileft  actions 
with  pleafure. 

3y  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  every  tra- 
velling Arab,  of  whatever  tribe,  let  him  be 
known  or  unknown,  muft  be  treated  with 
hofpitality ;  or,  if  there  are  feveral,  the  inha- 
bitants muft  contribute  jointly  for  their  re- 
ception. Without  diftinftion  they  all  go  out 
to  meet  them,  congratulating  them  on  their 
arrival,  helping  them  off  their  camels,  and 
carrying  their  baggage  behind  the  thickets 
ivhich  is  to  fhelter  them  during  the  night ; 
for  it  is  an  eftabliflied  cuftom  that  no  ftranger 
ihould  be  admitted  to  fleep  in'  their  teuts« 
This  ceremony  over,  they  feat  themfelves 
round  the  new  pomcr,  alking  the  news  of 
the  country  from  whence  he  came ;  if  fuch, 
or  fucK  a  people  have  left  the  fpot  on  which 
they  were  encamped;  what  hordes  he  has 
met  on  his  journey  ;  where  he  faw  the  beft 
pafturage,  &c.  When  he  has  anfwered  to 
thefe  queftions,  they  next  alk  to  what  tribe 
he  belongs,  and  laftly  they  enquire  after  his 

health. 
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health,  having  exhauftcd  all  other  queftions. 
If  the  ftranger  is  quite  unknown  in  the  can- 
ton, the  richcft  Arab  muft  entertain  him^ 
if  more  than  one,  the  expence  muft  be  jointly 
made.  They  give  to  each  a  large  porringer 
of  milk,  alfo  fbme  barley  flower  boiled  in 
milk,  or  in  water  if  they  can  procure  any# 
If  the  vifitor  can  read,  they  confer  on  him 
the  honour  of  reading  prayers,  in  which  cafe 
the  Talbe  of  the  hamlet  places  himfelf  by  his 
iide  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies.  Such  is  the 
reception  of  an  unknown ;  but  ihould  he 
chance  to  be  rich,  or  have  friends  in  the  horde^ 
they  haften  to  kill  a  goat  or  a  fat  (heep  to  re- 
gale him.  The  wife  prepares  the  feaft,  and 
before  (he  dreffes  the  meat,  feparates  the  fat 
which  is  ferved  up  raw.  As  foon  as  the 
viftuals  is  prepared,  fhe  puts  by  a  part  for 
her  hufband,  and  likewife  fome  for  the 
neighbours  with  whom  fhe  is  in  friendfliip, 
for  failing  in  this  duty  would  be  an  irrepara- 
ble crime.  She  then  places  with  great  care 
on.  a  ftraw  mat  the  part  deflgned  for  the  tra- 
veller, fetting  it  on  the  head  of  a  chriftian  or 
negroe  flave,  who  following  his  mafter,  takes 
it  to  the  guefty  who  however  is  never  regaled 

till 
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till  ten  at  night,  although  he  fhould  haVtf 
arrived  early  in  the  morning,  the  cuftom  be- 
ing never  to  ferve  any  thing  but  at  night,  by 
the  light  of  the  moon,  or  fire,  which  thcf 
kindle  in  all  feafons.  The  traveller  does  not 
fail  to  prefs  his  entertainer  to  do  him  the  ho« 
nour  of  eating  with  him,  but  which  he  re* 
fufes  as  much  as  poilible,  as  thisrefufal  fhe\^3 
particular  refpeift  to  the  vifiton  The  next 
morning  the  traveller  continues  his  journey 
without  taking  leave  of  any  one»  This  man* 
ner  of  entertaining  each  other  would  doubts 
lefs  be  very  praife- worthy,  but  how  many 
ftratagems  do  they  ufe  to  avoid  it  ?  When 
they  difcover  an  unknown  traveller,  they 
haflen  to  a  place  at  fome  diftance  from  their 
tents,  a  faddle,  a  mat,  a  gun,  and  a  little  bag 
or  packagee,  which  announces  to  the  ftran- 
ger  that  a  traveller  is  already  arrived ;  but 
thefe  precautions  feldom  anfwer,  for  the  un- 
welcome gueft  will  often  take  up  his  lodging 
next  to  the  baggage  which  is  placed  to  de- 
ceive him.  The  mafter  then  declares  that 
they  appertain  to  an  Arab  of  a  neighbouring 
hamlet,  but  even  this  will  not  make  the  tnt* 
veller  move,  if  he  choofes  to  remain,  they 

have 
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Wvc  then  but  one  revenge,  which  is  to  give 
hira  a  fmall  quantity  of  fupper.     He  then 
watches  on  all  fides,  and  if  he  difcovcrs  any 
fire,  runs  with  great  haftc  in  the  hope  of 
£oding  boiled  meat  and  broth ;  taking  care 
to  conceal  hicnfelf  behind  the  tent,  to  liften 
whether  they  are  at  fupper,  for  were  they 
aware  of  his  approach^  they  would  foon  re* 
move  the  three  ftones  that  fupport  the  pot ; 
but  by  thus  furprizing  them  fuddenly,  he  is^ 
fure  offuccefs,  fincethey  cannot  avoid  aflting^ 
him  to  eat.     It  frequently  happens  that  while 
he  is  fatisfying  his  gluttony,  the  others  arc 
flealing  his  efFe6ls  which  are  in  the  thickets, 
but  it  is  no  more  than  he  would  do  himfelf  by 
them,  if  occaiion  ferved. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  give  a  proper  idea 
of  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  thefe  people  $ 
they  have  not  only  the  prefumption  to  think 
themfelves  the  firft  in  the  world,  but  alfo  to 
fuppofe  the  fun  rifes- only  for  them.  Some 
among  them  have  laid  to  me,  •*  Contemplate 
that  luminary,  it  is  unknown  in  thy  Country; 
in  the  nights  ye  are  not  illuminated  by  the  fame 
light  which  numbers  our  days,  and  directs 
our  fafts ;  thofe  children  who  inhabit  the  flcy 

informd 
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inform  us  of  the  hour  of  prayer.*  Yc  havd 
no  treeSy  no  camels,  fheep,  fand,  goAts^  aor 
dogs*  Are  your  womea  made  like  ours? 
How  long  waft  thou  in  thy  mother's  womb  ?" 
^^  As  long/'  replied  I,  **  as  thou  waft  in 
thine/*  "  In  truth,"  replied  a  fecond  count- 
ing my  fingers  and  toes,  *^  he  is  made  like 
us,  he  is  only  different  in  Colour  andlanguage^ 
it  is  aftonifhing/'  "  Do  you  fow. barley  in 
your  houfes?"t  *^  No,'*  replied  I,  "  wefo^ 
it  nearly  in  the  fame  fcafon  which  you  doJ* 
**  How/'  exclaimed  a  number  of  them?** 
**  What,  do  you  inhabit  the  earth,  we  thought 
you  were  born,  and  lived  on  the  fea."  Such 
were  the  queftions  I  had  to  refolve,  when 
they  honoured  me  with  their  converfation. 

War  among  them  is  nothing  more  thaii 
depredation,  being  commenced  for  the  pur** 
pofc  of  ftealing  cattle,  and  ravaging  the  fields 
of  corn,  that  by  thus  deprivijig  their  neigh- 
bours of  their  property,  they  may  be  them- 
felves  enabled  to  lead  a  life  of  idlenefs. 

One  day  that  the  cattle  of  the  wholj^  ham« 

J 

♦  They  call  the  ftafs  the  chilJrcn  of  the  ingM« 
f  A  name  they  gWe  our  (hipt* 
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let  Were  feeding  on  a '  plain,  a  keeper  ran 
almoft  breath lefs  tq  inform  the  horde,  that  a 
company  of  the  Ouadelis  appeared  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  diid  ddubtlefs  came  with  inten^ 
tion  to  fteal  the  cattle.  The  timbrel  was  in- 
ftintly  founded,*  all  haftened  to  prepare  their 
arins,  and  advance  towards  the  enemy,  thofe 
oii  horfeback  w'^re'loft  in  a  cloud  of  d.uft,  nor 
were  the  camels,  ,who  cover  at  once  a  great 
deal  of  ground,  lefs  adive,  for  prefled  forward 
by  the  diflbnant  cries  of  their  riders,  they 
ruflied  into  the  confvjfion,  biting  with  the  ut* 
moft  violence  all  they  came  near,  and  doing 
as  much,  or  more  execution,  than,  the  muf- 
ketryi. 

They  never  attack  each  other  in  order  of 
battle  ;  fo  many  men,  fo  many  diftinft  com- 
bats ;  and  he  who  difmounts  his  adverfary, 
and*  can  get  poffcflion  of  his  arms,  camel,  or 
horfc,  inftantly  retires  with  the  fruit  bf  his 
Vidory. 

Others  who  think  thcmfelves  more  power- 

*  This  large  timbrel  is  kept  in  the  tent  of  one  of  the 
Jjfjncipal  Arahs,  and  is  ufcd  on  fcveral  occafions:  fome- 
times  to  call  tliem  together  to  arms,  fometimes  that  an  Arab 
is  mifllng  in  the  dofert,  or  that  the  camels  aie  (Irayed. 

I  i  ful 
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ful  than  their  ad verfary,  cloie  with  him  at 
oace,  giving  and  receiving  repeated  flro^es 
with  the  p(Hgnard,or  tearing  out  each  other's 
entraib  with  their  dreadful  nails.  By  thejfe 
means,  thofe  who  poflefs  what  b  to  theoi 
confiderable  wealth,  a  large  ftock  of  jgiittle, 
are  in  one  day  oft^n  reduced  to  the  greateft 
diilrefsi  being  deprived  of  all,  by  thofe  who 
a  few  hours  before,  were  niafters  of  no  pro* 
pcrty  whatever.  The  weakeft  tribes  being 
the  moil  expofed,  they  are  careful  to  live  at 
a  diftance,  particularly  from  the  Ouadelimj^ 
^nd  the  LabdefTeba.  Sometime  before  I  quit* 
ted  the  country,  1  heard  thofe  kfl  had  begun 
their  depredations  on  the  quarter  of  Argijem^ 
(which  they  call  Agadin)  and  carried  them 
even  to  the  gates  of  Morocco. 

In  general  they  only  fow  barley,  or  fome- 
times  wheat,  when  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
rain.  But  after  a  three  years  drought,  their 
fields  producing  nothing,  they  unite  and 
carry  the  horrors  of  war  and  defolation  into 
countries  more  fortunate  than  their  own ; 
raviihing  with  brutal  violence  from  their  fol- 
lows, the  fruits  of  their  labour  and  nxAvJiry* 
Thus  does  plentiful  haryefls  pais^  from  the 

*  true 
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ttue  proprietprs,  into  the  hands  of  ferocicms 
men,  who  prefer  the  dangers  of  ciombat,  lo 
ejterting  a  little  ihdaftry  to  procure  them* 
felves  a  fubfiftertcei 

The  battle  terminated,  each  party  prepare 
gfai^rs,  and  the  Talbes,  informed  of  what  has 
paffed,  haften  to  the  field,  tinged  with  the 
blood  of  their  brethren,  to  perform  the  duties 
of  their  funftion.  It  cohfifts  in  artifculating 
feme  plaihtive  founds  over  a  few  handfuls  of 
iand  which  they  hold  in  a  (hell,  and  fprinkle 
on  the  unhappy  wretches,  who  lay  in  the 
agonies  of  death  ;  from  time  to  time  preflP- 
ing  their  thumbs  on  their  foreheads  as  though 
they  were  applying  confecrated  oil,  and  laftly 
throwing  on  them  a  kind  of  a  fcarf  and  a  chap- 
let.  As  foon  as  they  are  quite  dead,  they 
lay' them  in  the  grave  already  prepared,  plac- 
ing thenci  on  their  left  fide,  with  the  fiice 
turned  towards  the  rifing  fun,  as  though  to 
contertiplate  the  tomb  of  their  Prophet ;  the 
graves  are  fvrrounded  by  large  ftones  heaped 
ofl  each  other,  whleh  ferve  for  momumerrts 
tothfefe  plundcrfcrs.  They  diftinguifh  the 
a^e  of  their  warriors  by  the  quantity  of  ground 
they  incbfe  for  tfeett  IniriaL    The  wem«n 

I  i  2  with 
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with  an  air  of  diftraftion  come  and  throw 
therhfclves  on  the  ground,  their  geftures,  gri- 
maces, and  fobbing,  prefenting  a  moft  ridi- 
culous fcene  to  the  fpedator.  A  travelling 
Arab  never  paffes  one  of  thefe  burial  places, 
without  laying  down  his  ftick,  making  a-lbort 
prayer,  and' railing  fmall  pyramids  of  ftone, 
to  mark  the  interceffions  he  made  for  the  re- 
pofe  of  the  decealed. 

The  funeral  ceremony  oyer,  cries  of  defo- 
lation  are  heard  throughout  the  horde,  all 
mingling  their  tears  with  the  relations  of  the 
defun£l,  whofe  tent  is  placed  on  anotberipot, 
all  his  effeds  expofed  to  the  air,  and  the  fat- 
teft  goat  killed  to  confole  the^  relations  and 
friends.  The  feaft  concluded^  they  forget  all 
animofity,  and  I  have  frequently  feen .  them 
the  day  after  a  battle  vifiting  each  other,  the 
conqueror  boafting  to  the  enemy  he  van- 
quiflied,  of  the  addrefs  )vhich  he  ufed,  in  Ikil- 
fully  feizing  the  monient  .  to  wound  him. 
What  I  thought  very  extraordinary  was,  that 
to  cure  the  deepeft  wounds,  they  ufed  no- 
thing but  earth,  and  th?t  taken  indifcrimi- 
uately  from  any  fpot,  equally  appearing  to 
ad  fuccefsfuUy ;  they  hav<  another  expedient 

to 
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to  reioove  pains,  but  not  fo  efficacious,  apply- 
ing red  hot  iron  to  the  part  affcdled.  Thefc 
people  are  fubjeft  to  few  maladies  ;  I  have 
feen  feveral  old  people  of  both  fexes  very 
healthy. 

Sore  eyes  and  cholics  are  the  moft  com- 
mon complaints ;  children  particularly  are  fub- 
jeft  to  them,  though  naturally  of  ftrong  con- 
ftituiions,  their  eyes  being  fometimes  fo  af- 
fefted,  that  it  is  difficult  in  the  morning  for 
them  to  feparate  the  lids.  As  for  the  cholic, 
I  attribute  it  to  the  verdigreafe  that  impreg- 
nated all  they  eat  and  drink,  ajid  which  not 
producing  more  rapid  and  fatal  efFedls,  is 
dqubtlefs  owing  to  the  quantities  of  milk 
they  drink.  The  boilers  they  have  in  con- 
ftant  ufe  being  of  untinned  copper,  and  from 
the  fcarcity  of  water  never  wafhed,  occafions 
them  always  to  be  corroded  with  verdigreafe, 
and  that  they  do  not  even  remove  when  they 
rub  them  with  fand.  During  the  time  I  was 
with  them,  and  employed  to  clean  the  vef- 
fcls,  I  endeavoured  to  cleanfe  them  entirely 
from  it,  but  they  peremptorily  forbad  me, 
faying  I  (hould  wear  them  out.  It  is  impof- 
fible  but  the  food  that  remains  in  thefc  vef- 
^els  muft  be  prejudicial  ^o  health. 
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Some  feafons  thefkUsof  thefe baifaamns 
are  tdvered  with  a  plentiful  harveft,  but  ini* 
ilead  of  waiting  until  it  is  ripe,  they  gather 
and  dry  it  on  hoi  cinders^  without  omfider^ 
ing  that  by  thofe  means  they  deprive  them^ 
felves .  of  an  abundance  neceflkiy  for  theiop^ 
port  of  thi^r  families,  and  their  beafts  of  {IraM 
for  Qourifhoient,  in  default  of  which  they  are 
reduced  to  browfe  on  dried  branches^,  and 
that  even  themfelves  are  fometimes  i^eceffi^ 
tated  to  fuftain  life,  by  eating  the  leather  of 
the  faddles  and  bridles  of  their  camels^  The 
little  care  they  take  to  prepare  the  earthy  asid 
to  fow  their  grain,  makes  their  frequent  dif^ 
trefg  lefs  to  be  wondered  at ;  tbey  fifft  place 
the  grain  between  a  hillock  of  ftones  and  a 
thicket,  that  the  dried  &ed  may  imbibe  the 
moifture  of  the  foil,  on  which  the  water 
leaves  a  ilime  very  proper  to  pufh  the  Bx& 
vegetation.  Thofe  employed  to  fow,  {tks6t. 
tlie  dampeft  places,  fcattering  indifcriminately 
the  feed,  over  which  they  drive  a  kindrof 
plough  drawn  by  one  camel^  ccMi^fequenttjr 
makiag  very  fmall  furrows.  If  heaven  le*- 
coads  this  labour  by  fending  rain,  each.  Icises 
his  (hare,  and  flies  into  the  interior  parts:  ef 
the  mountains  to  enjoy  it. 
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.JbjjMiffiiig  fome  more  fertile  caotona^^  I  &w 
iheavesof  grain ,  whofe  ripe  and  full  ear» 
might  have  tempted  the  moft  opulent  to 
hare  taAed ;  feme  heaped  on  each  other  were 
abandoned  to  the  injuries  of  the  wejither»  %llf 
proprietor  doubtlefs  being  unable  to  regdi& 
the  mountains,  it  being  the  feafb^  whee^^ 
abuodaut  rains  filling  in  torrents  frona  the 
heights^  inundated  the  vallies.  ^^  Is  it  poffi* 
Uc/'  faid  I9  ^^  that  there  are  men  in  the 
world  in  a  fituation  to  fet  fo  little  ilore  by 
thd  gifts  of  Providence;  how  bappy  ihould  I 
think  mjrfelf  to  have  fucfa  nouriihmmt  at  my 
diipa£iir'  I  took  fome  handfuls  of  this  bar* 
kjy  and  ruUaing  it  between  my  hands  to^« 
palate  it  from  the  hulks,  eat  it  with  in<!pediblo 
^baCure,  akiioft  thinking  myfelf  tranfported 
to  the  time,  when  the  maniu  dropped  from 
heaven  for  the  relief  of  the  people  iu  the  den 
fen. 

There  is  no  underftanding  or  intelligence 
among  the  Arabs  with  whom  I  dwelt,  being 
entirely  devoid  of  induftry,  or  without  incli^ 
nation  to  be  inftrudted;  there  were  among^ 
them  but  two  workmen,  and  whom  they  re^ 
|arde4  with  a  kiod  of  veneration,  doubtlefs 
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aftoniihed  to  fee  them,  though  rudely,  imftate 
the  works  of  oth^  nations,  for  thej  are  in- 
capable of  invention.     The  firft  of  thcfc  was 
a  fort  of  cartwright,  and  the  fccond  on  about 
the  .  fame  equality  for  a  fmith,  and  in  thefe 
two  did  the  whole  fcience  of  this  part  of  the 
country  unite ;  the  knowledge  of  the    firft 
coniifted  in  making  wpoden  porringers,  fbme 
few  little  domeftic  utenfils^  and  a  rude  kind  of 
plough,  but  he  was  far  from  giving  this  im- 
plement of  hulbandi'y  a  form    to  render   it 
eafily  manageable  to  the  labourer.     The  other 
art  coniifted  in  beating  out  iron,  though  the 
artift  was  perfedlly  unacquainted  with  the  qua- 
lities of  that  metal,  for  after  heating  it .  fcre- 
ral  times,  till  he  had  rendered  it  nearly  ule- 
lefs,  he  frequently  abandoned  it,  unable  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  forming  what  he  wiflied.     He  was 
not  more  fuccefsful  in  working  other  metals, 
though   he  attempted   it   with   the  greateft 
confidence ;  my  mafter  one  day  brought  him 
9  chain  of  gold  which  I  had  given  him,  de- 
firing  him  tq  form  it  into  rings  for  his  daugh- 
ter.    The  ignorant  Arab,  after  examining  it 
with   great  fclf-fufficiency,   declared  it  was 
not  gold)  comparing  it  witb  one  of  bafe  metal 

which 
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tvhich  had  been  taken  frorti  a  failor  belonging 
to  our  (hip,  and  which  he  affirmed  wsrs  pure 
•gold ;  to  ftrengthen  his  affertion,  he  made 
hiro  obferve  that  mine  was  of  a  different  co-  • 
lour,  and  a  lofter  metal,  and  his  of  a  deejp 
yellow.  After  many  obfervations  and  difler- 
tations,  as  ridiculous  as  ill-founded,  he  deter- 
mined to  melt  ity  for  which  purpofe  he  hol- 
lowed a  large  coal,  in  which  he  inclofed  it, 
and  after  much  blowing,  fucceeded  in  form- 
ing it  into  rings  about  the  fize  of  the  circle  of 
our  fnufF-boxes.  His  (kill  was  generally  ad- 
mired, and  for  his  recompcnce  he  obtained  a 
porringer  of  churned  milk. 

How  much  pains  have  I  taken  to  teach 
them  how  to  grind  their  barley,  and  winno\Y 
it  with  greater  eafe,  aqd  more  equally  to  ba- 
lance the  loads  on  their  camels,  fo  that  they 
might  carry  with  greater  facility,'  and  their 
burthens  not  be  continually  fubjeft  to  falling 
and  breaking  to  pieces.  I  alfo  wi(hed  to  in- 
ftru^  them  how  to  prepare  the  ground  before 
they  fowed  their  corn,  and  to  get  in  their 
harve(t  with  more  care ;  but  the  advice  was 
Aiperfluous  ;  they  were  more  headftrong  than 
their  oamcis,  and  that  is  not  faying  a  little ; 

for 
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(or  I  fuffi^red  much  from  them  doring  the 
thirteen  months  I  was  their  keeper.  Whiit*> 
ever,  proofs  they  may  h^ve  of  their  own  want 
of  capacity  in  a^  their  imdertakiags,  yet  it  is 
not  poffible  to  conquer  their  prejodices^  ^r 
corred  their  ill  habits. 

The  fmith  was  fifteen  days  working  on 
the  pan  of  a  fufee^  and  which,  when  finiihed, 
was  fo  badly  let  in,  that  I  cdold  not  help  ob*^ 
ierving,  whoever  f^rft  ufed  it  vaxdk  run  »  ^ry 
great  hazard.  The  Arabs  who  were  prefent 
would  have  obliged  me  to  make  the  trial,  but 
I  ea^cufed  myfel£  The  pride  of  the  fmitl^ 
taking  the  alarm,  he  determined  to  afliiy  it 
himielf,  and  had  his  jaw  aud^art  d  his  hand 
taken  off!  I  am  convinced  that  the  waitt  <f 
(kill  in  the  workmen  occafions  cpore  W0«nds 
than  they  receive  m  battle^ 

They  quei^icmed  us  fevecal  times  whetbtt 
there  were  any  armourers  amongfl  us,  and 
fufpeded  me  after  the.obfervation  I  badtt»4e 
concerning  th<^  gun.  Their  jarms  are  in  the 
wcf  ft  ilate  that  can  pofiibly  be  imagined^  be-^ 
ing  in  general  what  they  proeuse  from  the 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Trarge^i  m  exchange  for 

.caoidsi 
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oattack.     Other  hordes  have  obtdindd  tkrm 
from  veffels  wrecked  on  their  coail ;  many  of 
t^fim  are  alio  brought  from  Morocco.  Thefe 
hSi  are  the  ftrongeft,  but  fo  cumberfome,  tkats 
they  prefer  thofc  from  Europe,  particularly  if 
dpuble-barrelied ;  nor  is  there  an  Arab  but- 
what  would  willingly  give  a  Chriftian  flave 
for  one  of  thoie  guns.    When  they  arc  oyt  of 
repair,  they  make  ufe  of  the  old  iron  they 
batve  obtained  from  wrecks  to  mend  them.    I 
was  aftoniihed  to  fee  with  what  hafte  they 
ftaved  the  barrels  of  brandy  to  get  off  the 
boops,  nor  could  I  fuppofe  they  defigned 
them  for  fuch  a  ufe.     If  this  metal  and  guM 
are  to  them  of  fuch  value,  it  may  eafily  be 
LaiaginiDd  that  flint,  ball,  lead,  and  powder, 
arc  not  lefs  fb.  They  know  very  well  how  to 
diftinguiih  good  powder  from  bad;  a  great 
deal  is  fabricated  in  the  little  town  pf  Gouad« 
nMtrif  but  it  is  very  coarie  and  weak,  bein^ 
frequently  almoft  ufekfs,  fouling  the  guns, 
which  in  default  of  oil  they  rub  with  butter. 
Except  crimes,  which  they  always  ende^^ 
vcur  to  commit  in  the  night,  thefe  people 
imikc  no  myftery  in  their  a6Uon$«    If  one  in- 
tends to  undertake  a  long  journey,  he  informs 

the 
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ehtewboJe  hamlet,  who  affemM*  to  give.hiai^ 
ad>^ice,  every  one  ofFering  his  opinion,  even 
children  of  fourteen  years  old,  and  who  gener 
rally  fpeak  with  as  much  confidence  as  old  men^ 
Thefe  conferences,   whidi  are  either  to  ap- 
prove or  condemn  the  ftep  meant  to  be  taken, 
are  (bmetimes  prolonged  for  a  month  toge- 
ther. '   They   are   fometimes   occafioiied   by 
fbeir  changing  their  encampment,  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  camels  being  taken  to  the  coaft 
fo  procure  water.    This  laft  bufinefs  is  akvays 
the  longeft  in  fettling,    as  the  families  re- 
maining at  home  muft  be  deprived  of  milk 
during  the  journey.     It  is  true  in  that  cafe, 
(hofe  whole  camels  are  abfent  arc-  furniihed 
by  thdfe  at  home,  but  for  which  they  after- 
wards expeft  a   recom pence.     Nothing  can 
#qual  their  joy  on  the  return  of  the  cattle,  who 
.Cdfoe  back  loaded  with  fkin  bags  full  of  water, 
from  which   it  cont rafts  a  very  difagreeabre 
fmell   and   tafte,   but   that  notwithftanding, 
from  its  fcarcity,  is  drank  with  great  pleafur^i* 
It  is  ufually  fuppofed  in  Europe  that  a  dog 
would  run  mad  fhould  he  be  deprived  of  V9^^ 
t^r;  yet  in  the  burning  deferts  they  have  no 
drink  whatever,  and  generally  fubfift  on.  ex^ 

crements. 
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«retaentsv  The  camels  are  foroetinaes  ^four^ 
months  without  a.  drop  of  water,  and  the 
Ihfeep  and  goats  drink  yet  lefs ;  in  ibort,  wa? 
it  not  for  their  horfes,  I  am  apt  to  think  the 
Arabs  would  m^.  probably  never  be  at  the 
pains  of  fetching' water,  but  wait  until  it  was 
the  will  of  Heaven  to. fend  it.  The  rains, 
which  ufually  fall  about  the  month  of  Odo-« 
ber,  fpread  univerfal  joy  and  public  rejoicing; 
nor  is  it  pofllhle  to  form  an  idea  of  the  general 
fatisfadion,  without  having  experienced. the 
deprivation  of  th^t  clerpent. 

A  hulband  cannot  put  away  his  wife  with- 
out obtaining  the  confcnt  of  the  moft  ancient 
men  of  the  hamlet,  a  permiflion  they  never 
rcfufe,  as  women  are  treated  with  the  moft 
fovereign  contenipt.  They  never  tjake  the 
name  of  their  hulbands,  but  are  always  called 
by  that  given  at  their  birth  ;  nor  do  even  the 
children  bear  their  parents*  name.  In  almoft 
all  the  hamlets  I  have  feen,  there  are  but  four 
or  five  different  names,  being  generally  diftiur 
guiihed  by  their  tribe,  and  any  furname  they 
adopt. 

When  an  Arab  fets  out  on  a  long  journeyi 
his  wife  having  bid  him  farewel,  follows  him  « 

fojne 
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fome  twenty  paces  frctri  hfs  tent,  fhltiWuig 
after  him  the  ftone  which  they  ufe  t6  iliiVd 
the  picquetsr  of  their  tents,  aind  which*  flii 
buries  in  the  fand  where  it  falls  until  his  re* 
turn.  This  is  the  Moorifli  women^s  method 
of  wilhing  a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsful  jdurnejr* 

Though  thefe  women  are  very  ind6cent| 
both  in  their  difcourfe  and  gefturcs,  they  are 
notwithftanding  very  faithful  to  then-  huf- 
bands.  I  cmild  never  reconcile  the  tender* 
nefs  they  have  for  their  children  with  tfee 
bafbarity  with  which  they  corred  them,  pjlr- 
ticularly  the  girls,  who  feem  indifferent  to 
both  father  and  mother ;  yet  oa  them  they 
delight  to  difplay  their  opulence,  ornamenting 
tbeir  cars,  arms,  and  legs,  with  rings  6f  gtM 
and  iilver.  They  ufe  fo  much  alloy  in  theii: 
fihrcr,  that  it  is  little  more  than  white  copper 
The  poorer  Arabs  ufe  the  laflf  mentioned  mfr^ 
tal  entirely. 

Nothing  can  exceed  their  joy  when  they 
are  parents  to  a  fon ;  it  may  eafily  be  fupi 
pofedthe  mother  has  no  midwife  to  affijl^ 
b\jt  is  ufually  alone  at  the  moment  of  deHvefy> 
laid  on  ibe^ground,  under  an  indifferent  tent, 
infufficient  to  (helter  her  from,  the  injurfes  ef 
the  weather. 
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.A  )YOman  whob  delivered  of  a  Ton,  to  tcf- 
tiiy  hcrjoy,  blackens  her  fecc  for  forty  days ; 
mi  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  ihe  fmears  but 
hdlf  of  it^  aodt  that  only  for  twenty  days^ 
Cpuld  the  infanta  diiHnguiih  the  hideous 
countenances  of  their  mothers,  they  would 
imcly  never  cling  to  their  breafts,  for  nothing 
can  equal  their  (tifguftiftg  appearance. 
:  I  could  not  help  ihuddering  to  fee  the 
cnielty  with  which  thefe  women  treated  their 
children,  even  while  at  the  broaft,  gating 
them  to  ileep,  by  giving  them  blows  on  the 
back  with  their  fifts,  and  to  prevent  their  cry- 
ing, pinching  and  pulling  up  their  Ikin  with 
their  fingers.  I  have  feen  theie  inhuman 
mothers  depart,  even  on  the  day  of  their  dt^ 
livery,  to  encamp  at  the  difbance  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  leagues ;  they  axe  featcd  in  a  kind 
of  cradle^  whieh  i$  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
load  of  the  camel.  On  thefe  occafions  they 
always  try  to  outrival  each  other ;  for  which 
pprpofe  they  decorate  the  camel  with  ftrips 
of  fcarlet  cloth  and  white  rags, .  ornamenting 
the  four  fticks  which  fupport  the  covering 
of  the  cradle  with  pieces  of  whitened  or  gilt' 
copper.  '  • 

It 
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It  is  ufually  the  women  who  take  up  thtf 
picquets  of  the  tents  when  their  huibands 
choofe  to  change  fituation ;  it  is  alfo  them 
V^ho  load  the  catndis  under  the  infpei^ion  of 
their  mafters  ;  and  when  the  hufbaod  gets  oil 
horfebackt  it  is  the  wife  who  prefents  the 
ftirrup, ;  during  which  attendance,  (hould  flic 
^all  and  hurt  herfelf,  *it  is  very  immaterial^ 
prqvkkfd  flie  is  ready  on  his  return  to  attend 
him  with  a  pprringer  of  churned  milk. 

I. was  difgufted  to  fee  one  of  thofe  Aral)S^ 
who»  jiot  fufficiently  rich  to .  keep  a  horie^ 
was  neceffitated  to  feat  himfelf  on  the  load  of 
bis  pamel,  which  being  overthrown,  he  re* 
cliued  himfelf  under  a  thicket,  leaving  to  his 
women  the  care  of  picking  up  and  replacing 
the  Ifjjding.  Nothing  can  be  more  arrogant 
than  an  Arab  with -his  wife,  nothing  mor& 
humbly  than  thofe  womea  iti .  the  prefence> 
of  their  hufbands;  they  are  notevep  admitted, 
to  eat  with  them,  but  ferve  them  with  the 
utmoft  deference,  and  are  called  after  they 
have  done  to  take  the  remainder. 
.  An  Arab  cannot  without  rudenefs'enterintor 
the  tent  of  one  of  his  neighbours  upon  aoji 
pccafioni  but  muH  call  him  out,  the  wife  coo 

vering 
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vcring  her  face  with  a  veil,  as  (he  alfo  doet 
when  before  any  ftranger.  A  hufband  would 
fail  in  Moorifh  politenefs  who  Ifhould  throw 
himfelf  on  thetnat  of  his  wife,  for  that  fa- 
vour is  only  permitted  him  when  herfelf  alfq 
occupies  it.  They  arc  generally  kind  to  their 
women  when  with  child  ;  and  there  arc  few 
matches  but  what  produce  five  or  fix  chil^ 
dren,  conf^uently  as  plurality  of  wives  is  al<- 
lowed,  it  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  how  popu* 
lays  they  are.  There  is  not  however  any 
jealoufy  among  thofe  women,  who  frequently 
live  under  the  fame  tept  witneding  the  teuf- 
4ernefs  their  hu{bands  exprefs  for  their  rivals. 
The  tent  dcfigned  for  a  new  contradled 
couple  is  ornamented  with  a  white  flag,  and 
the  intended  bridegroom  has  his  fdrehead  de** 
corated  with  a  hinder  of  the  fame  colour;  for 
let  it  be  his  firft  or  fifth  marriage,  or  of  what- 
ever age,  he  is. equally  ornamented  with  th<^ 
fymbol  of  celibacy  ;  the  day  of  the  ceremony 
the  hufband  kills  a  camel  to  regale  his  friends. 
The  women  and  children  withoiit  diftindlioa 
afiemble  about  the  timbrel  player,  who,  feated 
on  the  ground,  ftrikes  the  inftrument  with 
4nne  li^nd,  and  with  the  other  forms  a  kind  of 
K  k  fpeakiji^g 
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leaking  trumpet,  joining  the  mofir  fiffimadtt 
bowlings  to  the  found  of  the  inftramenft 
the  clamour  is  alfo  augmented  by  t^e  cHnk^ 
ing  bf  an  iron  chain,  which  he  wears  rotmd 
his  arm  while  he  plays;  a  fingle  f^mialfe 
dances  to  this  muAc,  but  that  without  movmg 
her  feet  from  the  place  on  whith  fhe  flando, 
hfer  arms,  head,  and  eyes,  aloile  fbilowingthe 
fouiid ;  her  body  being  in  fperpetual  motJiOD, 
knd  her  bands  fpread  before  her,  forming  i& 
vers  geftures,  each  more  indecent  than  tbfc 
6ther.  All  the  fpeftators  beat  time  with 
their  hands,  turning  their  faces  and  necks, 
and  making  a  thoufand  grimaces,  to  all  which 
the  dancer  replies  in  the  fame  ftiib  with  afto- 
hifhing  precifion  ;  at  length  Ihe  concludes  by 
leaning  herfelf  negligently  on  the  muficiait, 
the  found  of  the  inftrument  becomes  foftei", 
the  eyes  of  the  adlrefs  are  half  clofed,  hfir 
hand  is  preffed  on  herbofom;  in  fhoft,  every 
adlion  appears  to  exprefs  the  moft  violent 
paffion  ;  yet  the  moment  after,  the  woman 
who  has  a6ted  this  curious  fccne  joins  her 
companions  with  an  air  of  indifference  it  is 
impoflible  to  defcribe.  The  young  people 
Ibmetimes  form  a  ring,  inclo&ig  a  pcarfoti  in 

the 
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the  tiilddle^  who  (lands  on  one  leg,  and  witji 
thfe  other  defends  himfelf  from  his  compav 
mons,  who  all  endeavour  to  hit  hitn ;  the 
firfl  that  ftrikes  takes  his  place.  This  is  their 
<mly  game  in  which  there  is  the  leaft  dexto* 
rky.  The  day  after  the  wedding  the  friendd 
of  the  bride  procure  water,  and  wafli  her 
^om  the  waift  to  the  feet.  They  then  comb 
find  decorate  her  hair,  redden  her  nails^  and 
drefs  her  in  new  cloaths,  if  (lie  is  rich  enough 
to  buy  them ;  if  not  (he  borrows  fome  till 
the  rejoicing  is  over. 

I  always  regarded  as  fabulous  what  I  had 
heard  fefpeding  the  breafls  of  the  Moorifh 
women,  but  now  acknowledge  my  error ;  for 
not  to  cite  many  examples,  I  faw  one  woman 
particularly  who  was  difpleafcd  with  her  child^ 
throw  her  breaft  with  fuch  force  againft  hittXp 
that  he  fell  on  the  ground. 

As  foon  as  a  boy  czn  walk,  his  mother 
treats  him  with  as  much  refpeft  as  his  fa- 
ther ;  that  is  to  fay,  (he  prepares  his  meat, 
and  eats  after  him.  The  Talbe,  who  teaches 
them  to  read  and  write,  inftru£ts  them  with 
ra.loud  voice,  and  the  children  (ludying  in 
the  (acne  manner,  caufes  a  mod:  didbnant 

noife, 
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noife.'  The  examples  given  them  are  written 
on  little  flips  of  polifhed  wood,  and  which 
when  learned  arc  effaced,  and  others  fubfli- 
tuted  ;  a  fmall  twig  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a 
pen ;  their  figures  have. a  great  refemblance 
to  oiirs. 

After  the  defcription  I  have  given  of  thef^ 
barbarians,  it  may  eafily  be  imagined  how 
much  I  wiflied  to  be  reftored  to  my  country^ 
We  corhplain  on  quitting  the  places  to  which 
we  are  accuftomed ;  we  weep  on  parting  with 
our  friends ;  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  di- 
ftrefftd  for  the  fmalleft  trifles,  as  the  want  of 
a  handkerchief,  or  the  growth  of  a  beard  of 
two  days ;  yet  I  have  been  a  flave,  nakedj, 
devoured  with  vermin,  wounded  in  every  part 
of  my  body,  and  without  refting  place  but 
the  damp  or  burning  fancjsf  for  fourteea 
months.  Oh,  Supreme  Power !  it  is  thou 
that  fuftained  me  in  the  hour  of  trial ;  to  thee 
I  called  in  my  calanjities— from  (bee  J  expe^ 
piy  recompence  ! 


THE  END. 


